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harl acquired suffcient property to retire and live in comfort on the fruit s of his 
early toil five years prior to his death. 

Mr. Maxwell was twice married. Unto him and his first wife three children 
were born, who were as follows: 11argaret J., the wife of John Swigle, living in 
Kansas; Absalom, also a resident of Kansas; and John, who died at the age of 
eighteen years. On the I sth o f October, r868, :\lr. :\Iaxwell was united in mar
riage to Miss Mary Boggs, a native of Coshocton county, Ohio, and a daughter of 
Thomas and Elizabeth (Bonett) Boggs. Mr. Boggs was a native of Vi rginia but 
his wife was born in the Buckeye state, where they were married but , ·ery soon 
thereafter they migrated to Iowa and settled on a farm in Muscatine county, 
where they continued to reside during the remainder of their Ji,·es. The father 
died at the venerable age o f seventy-eight years but the mother survived for seven 
years after his demise, passing away shortly after the seventieth anniversary of 
her birth. They were the parents of the following children: John, who lives 
in ~fuscatine county; Mrs. Maxwell, the widow of our subject; Sa:-ah. residing 
in N ebraska; Clara, of this county; and one who died in infancy. L'nto ~Ir. and 
Mrs. Maxwell were born the following children: Thomas, born on the 3d o f July, 
1870, who received a high-school education and is now a resident o f thi~ county; 
Robert, whose birth occurred on the I sth of October, t87s. no\\' living in Louisa 
county; William, who was born on the 15th of September, 1878, now living on the 
old homestead; and Cora, born on the 15th of October, 188o, the wife of James 
Helverson, of this county. The family always attended the Reformed church, in 
which they hold membership. 

Mr. :\faxwell was an ardent supporter of the democratic party. He was a 
public-spirited man and took an active interest in all municipal political issues, 
serving as trustee in his township for fif teen years, the term o f his offi;;e clear ly 
demonstrating his satisfactory discharge o f its responsibilities. He also ~erved as 
a school director for many years. H e was a man who a l\\'ays gave his support 
to every measure· the passing of which would benefit th e community or improve 
local conditions, and this in itself is sufficient to have impressed his personality 
on his district too strongly to have it readily erased. He passed a\\':ty at his 
home in Conesville on the rrth of February. 1903. at the age of seventy-one 
years. Mrs. !\Iaxwell still survives at the age of sixty-six and contim:es to reside 
at the homestead. 

J.·\ Y IRA. :\ICHOLS. 

The owner of a valuable farm o f three hundred acres o f good land in :\fusca
tinc county, the Hon. Jay I. :-\ichols has attained success financially. He has also 
been honored by his feiiO\V citizens with important public offices. which he has 
filled with the highest credit. He rank s today as one of the leading men o f the 
county and is recognized throughout the state as a man of marked ability who has 
assisted in no small degree in advancing the permanent interests of Io\\'a. 

A native of ~fuscatine county he was born :\fay 13. r8ss. and is a son o i Ira 
and Elizabeth (Luse) :\ichols. the forme r a native of :\e\\' York state and the 
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latter of :\Iorrow county. Ohio. The parents were married in Ohio and came 
west in 1853, settling on a farm in ::\Iuscatine county. The father was very suc
cessful in business affairs and acquired about fourteen hundred acres of good 
land, being the owner at the time of his death, in 1888, of four hundred acres. 
The wife and mother passed away in February, 19I0. U nto them seven children 
were born , namely: C. M., of \Vest Liberty; I. A.. a banker, also of West Lib
erty; Jay I ra, the subject of this reYiew and one of twins, the other dying in in
fancy; Viola, deceased; Pliny Clay, who gave up his life for the cause of the 
Union in the Civil war; and John Bunker, also deceased. 

Jay I. :'\ichols was educated in the common schools and also attended the high 
school. Starting in life on his own account at twenty-one years o f age. he settled 
upon the place where he now lives and has made it one of the most productive 
fa rms in \Vapsinonoc township. He has applied up-to-date methods and made 
use of the latest machinery, devoting himself not only to agriculture but also to 
stock-raising with most gratifying results. He is now retired from active labor, 
having rented his farm to others. He has taken a deep interest in all subjects per
taining to agriculture and has served as president of the Iowa Condensed l\Iilk 
Company, the Cnion District Agricultural Society, and for five years was a mem
ber of the :\I uscatine county board of supervisors and was instrumental in in
stituting a . number of improvements which have been of practical value to the 
county. Politically a republican, he has wielded a strong influence in the councils 
of the party and served as representative of the forty-second district in the 
twenty-n inth, thirtieth and thirty-first general assemblies and also as state senator 
for a tenn of four years, from 1906 to 1910. In all his duties, both public and 
private. he has displayed a judgment and discrimination that have reflected credit 
upon him~elf and those with whom he has been associated. 

On the 23d of Xovember, 1876, Jlr. Xichols was united in marriage to :\!iss 
Lucy ~L Birkett, who was born in :\Iuscatine county, 1\ovember 24, r8s6. a daugh
ter of Thomas and Lucy (Hargreaves) Birkett. Her father was born in Eng
land and her mother in l\ew Jersey. They were married in the east and early in 
the 'sos came to ~!uscatine county, where Mr. Birkett gained a high standing as 
a fanner. His wife passed away in 1859 and Mr. Birkett was married two years 
later to Susannah Hargreaves, a sister of his· first wife. Mrs. Susannah Birkett 
died in rS¢ but he is still living at the age of eighty-one years in West Liberty. 
By his first union two chidlren were born: Lucy M., now Mrs. Jay I. Nichols ; 
and Charles, deceased. By his second union Mr. Birkett became the father of 
the following children : Lilla, now the wife of Ed. Fitzgerald, of West Liberty; 
Edith, the wife of Charles Mosher, of West Liberty; Bertha, the wife of Walter 
Mosher, also of \Vest Liberty ; Leslie, who died in infancy ; Vincent, now living 
on the old homestead; L indley, also on the old homestead; and Frederick, o f 
Kansas City. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Nichols has been brightened by the birth of 
four children: Fay, born September 14, r877, who married Miss Lena Schilling, 
of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and has one child, Howard; Ethel G., who was born 
March 17, 188o, and is now the wife of W illiam Anderson, living near West 
Liberty ; Wilma B., who was born May 17, 1887, and will graduate in June, 191 r, 
from the State University at Iowa City; and \Vayne, who was born June 28, 
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1896, and is now a student in the junior class of the high school at \\'est Lib
erty. Fay :\ichols graduated from the civil engineering department of the Iowa 
State College at Ames and served for two years in the Philippine islands as a 
civil engineer for the United States government. O n his return he came around 
the world and now makes his home in Pittsburg. Ethel G. ( )J ichols) Anderson 
is a graduate of thee State University at Iowa City, and is a member of the Phi 
Beta Kappa society and also of the Phi Delta sorority. She has a first grade 
certificate and has taught school for ten years, during five of which she was 
engaged as a teacher in the high school at Washington, Iowa. 1frs. :\ichols 
was educated in the common schools and also attended an academy at Iowa 
City for nine months. 

~1r. :\ichols and his family are active members of the Methodist Protestant 
church, and are prominently identified with the social life of the community. 
He early learned that conscientious application is at the foundation of success 
and he applied himself with such diligence that he readily attained a competence. 
By his public spirit, his genial manner and cordial d isposition he made many 
friends and years ago he attained recognition as one of the leading citizens o f 
Muscatine county. Few men have been more closely identified with the de
velopment and prosperity of this part of the state. In all his intercourse with 
his fellowmen, Mr. Nichols has so demeaned himself as to gain their highest 
esteem and confidence. 

f.. THO~IAS ~ELSON. 

A. Thomas Nelson, who has been engaged in the hardware business for fif
teen years past, is a native of Cedar county, Iowa, and was born on a farm two 
miles north of Durant, November 1. 1867. The father, Thomas Boyd :\elson, 
was of Scotch and English descent and was born in Fayette county, Pennsyl
vania. He died at Durant, January 3· 1910. The progenitors o f the family upon 
both paternal and maternal sides were in America before the ReYolutionary 
war. Our subject's Grandfather Nelson assistect the patriots in the great struggle 
for freedom. The mother of our subject . whose maiden name was Eleanor J. 
Brown, was born at Bethel, ~ew York, and is now living at Durant, Iowa. She 
is of Irish and Holland-Dutch lineage and represents the third generation of 
the family in America. 

A. Thomas Nelson is one of a family of six boys and one girl, and his early 
opportunities for education were limited, as his assistance was necessary in 
providing support for the younger members of the household. H is tastes pointed 
to mechanical engineering. but he worked on the home farm until se\·enteen 
years of age and then entered the postoffice at Durant, where he continued for 
three yea rs. He then learned the tinner's trade under H. ]. Brauch. of Durant. 
and in the spring of x89o came to Wilton Junction, where he worked at his 
t rade under K. Blanchard. In 1894 he began traveling for the Gilt Eclge Fur
nace Foundry, ~1ilwaukee. \\'i:;.con ~i n. repre;enting t his finn in the :;tates of 
Iowa, Illinois, Indiana. Ohio. :\[ichigan and \\'isconsin. Later he determined to 
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Family Group Record 
Husband's Name 

Ira J. NICHOLS (AFN:149M-77H) 

Born: 13 Feb 1820 
Died: 22 Mar 1888 

Buried: 1888 
Married: 16 Nov 1843 

Place: , Seneca, Ny 
Place: Wilton, Muscatine, Ia 
Place: Oakridge Cern, West Liberty, Ia 
Place: Pulaskville, Knox, Oh 

Father: Jonas NICHOLS (AFN:149M-GQS) 
Mother: Durinda PURVIS (AFN:149M-D7C) 

Wife's Name 
Elizabeth LUSE (AFN:149M-92S) 

Born: 3 Mar 1821 
Died: 10 Feb 1910 

Buried: 1910 
Married: 16 Nov 1843 

Place: , Washington, Pa 
Place: West Liberty, Muscatine, Ia 
Place: Oakridge Cern, West Liberty, Ia 
Place: Pulaskville, Knox, Oh 

Father: Reuben LUSE (AFN:149M-9NJ) 
Mother: Mary "Polly" LACOCK (AFN:149M-FVG) 

Children 

1. Sex Name 
F Mildred NICHOLS (AFN:149M-7H5) 

Born: Abt. 1861 Place: <West Liberty, Muscatine, Ia> 

2. Sex Name 
M Alvah NICHOLS (AFN:149M-7JC) 

Born: Abt. 1863 Place: <West Liberty, Muscatine, Ia> 

3. Sex Name 
M Charles M. NICHOLS (AFN:149M-784) 

Born: 14 Oct 1846 
Died: 1924 

Buried: 1924 

4. Sex Name 

Place: , , Oh 
Place: 
Place: Oakridge Cern, West Liberty, Ia 

F Viola L. NICHOLS (AFN:149M-7GX) 

Born: 6 Apr 1859 
Died: 27 Apr 1860 

Buried: 

5. Sex Name 

Place: West Liberty, Muscatine, Ia 
Place: West Liberty, Muscatine, Ia 
Place: Oakridge Cern, West Liberty, Ia 

M Jay Ira NICHOLS (AFN:149M-7FQ) 

Born: 13 May 1855 
Died: 26 Apr 1935 

Buried: 1935 

6. Sex Name 

Place: S Prairie, Muscatine, Ia 
Place: West Liberty, Muscatine, Ia 
Place: Oakridge Cern, West Liberty, Ia 

Page 1 of2 

FamilySearch TM Ancestral File v4.19 

Pedigree 

Pedigree 

Pedigree 

Pedigree 

Pedigree 

Pedigree 

Pedigree 

M John B. NICHOLS (AFN:149M-7CB) Pedigree 

http://www .familysearch.org/eng/search/ AF /family grouo record.aso?familvid=806607 5... 2/23/2011 
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1900 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for Jay I. Nichols in Iowa 

Name: J I Nichols 

fJau lru NjcltQI!{L 

Home in 1900: Wapsinoooc, Muscatine, Iowa 

[West Liberty, Muscatine, Iowa] 

Age: 45 

Birth Date: Mar 1855 

Birthplace: Iowa 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Relationship to Head 

head-of-housl': 

rather's New York 

Birthplace: 

:11other's Ohio 

Birthplace: 

Spouse's Name: Lucy Nichols 

Marriage Year: 1877 

Marital Status: Married 

Years Manicd: 23 

Occupation: Vie" on I !11\lf.~ 

Neighbors: \'ic" othrr, nn P.J.&t.' 

Household :->a me 

:I-I embers: J I Nichol> 

l.nnl!it·hol, 

Ftul-lirhol' 

.w.iJ.nLJ Nkh clb 

Robert Kl1ll1. 

&!b.l:.rt Th.ili•l 

Source Citation:\~ •r: 1t;00: Cf'MHJ Vl3<'\" u OP'UIOilOC. \lusronnt. Jouv· 
Rt' 1'623 450; Page: --\: Eni•l'ntr.\tlon D•strid. 113 

\gc 

45 

43 
21 
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23 

19 

\.nc....,,n..com. IC)()Q t nutd Statts Frct~raiCtrt.<"~ ldat3ba.(f" on·lmfl Pro'-o. 
t..T l'$\ \nC"PStn.romOptr.llletn> InC" 200..a 

Orl~in11l data: Lnit~d Stl\tt"~ or \tm'ric-~. Uurcau ur lhl· C,•nsuA. Tit1elftlr Ccrt.\11.> oftlrt C 'uitt.'tl 
Srate.s, 1000. Washington. D.C •• !'ointiOnAI \r<'ht\t~ nnd Rtrottf~ -\ffministr~tion. 1900. TO::lJ, IRS 1 
,..,u,.. 

Oe.;~r'iption: 
Thi c1.1!aba'"e :ln ind!!' to intli\ idunli I"OIIIIII"f1't~d 10 thr lf.IOO lmtE"dStat~!' Ft."dt"r;ll c,.n,ll! th(' 
I 1Rh Ct'n5u~ Ll;th ... lnitf'rl St.:tln. VnH $ t.\l'.trs r'rt'Ordt·d mAm rl<'t.ilb inch <ling ta(h ~l'$0n·, 
1'\am(' addrt"S~. refation!-hlp to thor ~ .. dot hou:khoM. color or ra~. ~-month l\r d \"ton of birth 
qr ~t f:t~l birthda\, mc1ntal ~t<~tlr n1ambrr of 'flU' rnarril."d. tht" tot"' num~r o( th11tltfl1 born f 
chc m(;lllcr the '"'mbor oftho.<t tMdrrn I" "l· bmhpi.><O. binhpLa,..- offatt>.or•nd molhcr.•fthc 
nd "ldiJ.al,.q-,(~u~,:.nbom,tht"rarol mma&rnt;onandth<'n mbtro!\t•rs nth,.t.:nutd~· t('S. 

1ht c•t;un<tup 't:uus offor~~n·bom lndniduah O"tr ~~ l\\tont\-ont!.orntp.ttron.anlt mon• 
\idrtiOMII), the namt"Soft~ll~ttd ontht ""'" 1 on ~htdult a; lmkrd toilet Q.11 NJ.C$0( 
th< 1900 Frdtrnl Ct"""' 1..- l"lm< 
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