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Standard Porm Por Members of the Legislature 

Kame of Representative GREELEY . (Maj. ) WALLACE M. Senator ____ _ 

to, ,,~"-:t:t .J&, (k -J 'I ./Md 
d 1 13 Ma r ch 1838 (bio) ; 1840 (GAR file. nea r Yates, 

1 . Birthday an p ace'--tO"'rllt..".ITII"srl'c>cor. • ."--N"',,,---- --_________ _ 

3 . Significant event. for example: 
banker, farmer , school teache r A. Busine88 _______ ~ ______________________________________ _ 

B . C i vic respons ibi 1 it i8 8--rp"."e"q"i"d",eodd--"" .. a".'fY-'~'",,,.';ll.o.,,,I-' ..IH"o"s'fpL-.ff'oocJ:r'-<lAmm ..... s .:.: _ __ 

schoo l boar d ; contribu t ed land for public library 
~------~----------------------------------

C. PrOfeS8ion, _________________________________________ ___ 

... Chur ch membe r sh ip_6&."'"".g~ ... e.,g~.'"'''i''.''R'',a.Jl_-----___________ _ 

5. Se8sions served 29 31 GA, lQOl 1"08 ; AD ? Story Cg. 

6. Public Offices 

A. Local 

B . State 

C. National GtlJlt . A Ca , 151 !)IY If· , 

school hOard 

Cap t /Maj . 20 US Coo r ed lnf. 

7 . Oeath_ 15 Fee . tffl, at home, Ames , Ia . Bur Ames Municipal Cern. 

8 . Children, __ ~,W\l&& ,, _dd~.aQd~,~' o~1!~O~g_-------------------

9 . Names of parents Wallace Malle Greeley : Julia Harrington; £am farmed in NY 
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10.Bducation __ -cc~o~mm=co~n~5~c~h~o~o:1~5 __________________________________________ __ 

11. 0.9r •• ' ____________________________________________________ __ 

12. Other applicable information B1Q ~ays h. 1838; GAR Post notes says 1840 . 

Began career as school master in NY; met future wife at teachers institute in Elicott-

Entered Union Army as volunteer. rank sgt 24 Aug 1882 . Became Capt . lSl NY Inf . ville . NY . 

disch 23 Jan 18674. to accpet apt as Cap t . 20 as Ca lg~a ~ Tnf Disch as Major. but preferred 

to be ca l led Capt . for rest of his life . Came t o Ames in Sp! f ng 11366 , using meBey s aua d from mi l pay to buy farm south of 
present 1a Stat e U campus . (The Elwood Dr ive. US 30 interchange is on t his farm . as is 
Motels at t hat complex . TJ nen wen t back: eo NY \ie ma rry Farmed until 1876. Then became 

par t ner in pr$i~V~a~t~e~b~a~n~k~;~a~n~d~1~.n~=18~8~I~e~s~t:a:b~1~i~s~h:e~d~u~n;1~.o:n~B;;a;n:k~. ~w~h:i~c~h~h~a~s~r~e~m~a~1~·n:e:d~a::s,:o~n:e~O~f-
major banks 0: communi t y . Ser ved Ames as mayor. on school board. thr ee terms rep . in legislature. and 
supported lib rary and bui l t ~a t y GLeele ' Kemar1a l Ho sp i t al after wife ' s death . 

He was second cousin of Horace Gr eeley . famed editor . 
He wasuunsuccesstUl ttl campgaiH far _,m at e i n 1899. 
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Sources Log Por Legislation Bntries 

Applicability 

Source Kon Applicable Applicable Information obtained 

Stork/Cli ngan--Legis l a t re r s 
Amews Weekly Tribune, Thurs 22 Feb. 1917 
Ames, From Marsh to Modern City 1990 
Story Co . Gr ave markers 
Paynew, Hist Story Co. 1911 x 
Allen , Hist Story Co . 1887 
Payne, H 

x 
x 
x 
x 

x 

Rio & His t Mewmoir Story Co . , 1890 x 

sessions served 
death; bio 
bioi 
ref to Greeley mausoleum 
but lis t ed as rep 
sever al items 

no 6io but ment~ons 
GAR Post rec~o;r~d~S~~ __________________________ ~xo-______________________________ ___ 
1870 Census Story Co x 
1900 US Cens~u~sc-______________________________ ~x~ ________ ~i=n~d~i~c~a~t~e~d-=tw~o~c~h~.~d~e~c~e~a~s~ed 

, 
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iNOZ 
JZE BALES 
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IESIDENT 
loclr:bolderl . of 
Union SavlngB 
,Iai' . Ifternoon 
·d, 

," 
red tbe 

erty. 
Stanton . 

" ,. 

, ,JJd1'.8, !'EBRUARY 22, 1917 

' f CAUGHT PIGGERS WHO 1 FRANCHISE fAC AJORW. 
IS: Y CALLED , SOLD THE LIQUOR I WHAT PEOPLI 

~~~1'~1t;:;;~i';~~~I ;;~:~;:i:~~£f: ii ~~:~!~;~~:::;~~~ ot rnaklnl': thll hll ' 
HII dlllgllneii'On Charlel Klnl and William Cur 

tor aeUvltlu were brougb.t before Mayor Daker 
to Monday on the ebarKe of lIle!:all, leU· ' 

In!: tlquor. (I'hl city offleerl bad their' 
eye on tbe piace wbere thll men have 

The Interurbln tert. 
not lIave ucul'ld I fra 
wJ1l tlley hive the prete 
tlnued It they ' perll,t 
Ing eln under Ihe "ru, made thei r borne and wben they law : 

a . man comln!: trom tbe build In!: they . 
leb.ed blm. He bad a qUirt of rotten 
whllk)' and Itlted be hid flurch"'lId So lpoke Plrley Sbe 
It from the two rueo. meellnl': of tbll CIvic F 

1 ;;;;k "';;;;;';:j,~,j;~;~:~::;~:~~:;~f: 1 Tbelr I rrel l followed and wh en they elty hall I ... t Tbun dly & \l'ere confronted wltb tbe e"ldenU of "11111 lubJect "" ... up tor dl 
the man to whom tbe y had .aold the 1M Interurba n Ihou!d lru 

~~~~~~j~~~~~~~[~[~~: i'lli'i'~'~O~:'iiq~r;'f'~"~d~'~'~'~~ chile by not runnlnc thel 

'--~-'- ' . 

Tbe were c:olored a nd have belrt of tbe city. COl 
tha lr borne In the Ibadt Sheldon Il ld : m,,,,,,, ," Their Tenlo .. d " I bave full knowledge 

and It wl11 now ' lion under which thll I, 
, , Kru ted. When tbe rOI 

'Icon" ructtd we !:ot .. hi 
for. I.,,'" active In KIW 

AMES OFFERS CAMP . , 

FOR MOBOlllATION 

to come to Amel and I 
. guilty abou t tho wlY t 
\ hn turned oUL ThllY 

Pli' me Uberally a nd I 101 
I did ..... for Amel tlrll 
nc:ond and thll Interutbl ' 

i asked me 10 na-mll alum 
I ' lcel and I lold tbem tb 

of tbe moblllzaUon of Iowa PlY me a cent but tbat 
"" .... ' .•• may beeomll the CIIIl ' wa. Ifqulpmenl and Bel 

I t .".hL~h thll trooPI wouLd the proper lime cornea I 
I."h'" .. I m)'"lelt a nd tl}c re wl1l be 

~~_II ~~~~~i~~~;~~;;~~'~'~;r1°i:':id~'~'~"~';~l lon at eIAn!li!l!: 1l!Q.\I~·11 ot -Commeree-.n.d~uc~eUliiiTy combllt -an 
, and Ib l t can be mldo on Ib, 

that In terurban." 
I I c:on· It wa. luch a meeUm 

Iider Amea a calli forth the expreulons 01 
lor troopl. W. L. Allan. counel lman, 

Gener l l LlntolD Iddrelled the l od look the .. Ie .. tbl l' 
rneellnl!'. He pOinted out what .Amea . Ihould be forced to ru 
ml!:M do If there II I call tor trooPI' rdown town or thlllr lrar 
1111 I tated the .natlon II perfectly belp. ' bo annulled . lie laid tbl, 
lell today. wblll the blrbou a~e pro- tlon thlt conceTJ\1 all I 
tec: led there Ite bundrede of placel . Amel Ind tholl who com 

I tbe cout line where trooPI It W aR hl l vie w the tra l 
bll lan·ded. It .. 1UI hi s IUgges'jed thll Interurbln and ~ 

1 ~';~",~":.';'~,,;Amu furnl l h a dentandlng th ll ' people 
I clmp. forth tbat frlnebtle. Witho ut · thai 

the rallwlY ' pie never would ' have 
,treetl of thll e Ll l over 
paoy. lie .ald : " 1' lhlll" 
han Itlould hrln lt lhel r 
ILVlmue or they Ihouid h' 

He Ipoke or Iho eon\Pl 

~j~;::~~~i~!~~:i!;l~~~i reyoked " 
InK trln. fen .... ·h leb be 

to In direc t vlolallon of tho 
lie s pokO Inconve, 
people of tit 
to tbll end, 

Iny con 
work .U 

• , M'JOI" ,,,,~ .. rIR':'L" V I :~o!;":~:;:;:::~"to';:':i~::~;!::'i;:i~; 
mucb to thll a man a. -.- to 

nllve r hB ~~~~:~~~~~~ti]~;!d~'~II~'f';",~O:' ~"~'~,"~'.~~~:~'::O~"~~"'~dr ~j;'~'~'~;:~j~. 1 ''', ;; .• 
all chlnoell I ~~~:~:~~~:~:,~: a v'rled tlrrltory I 

InK caulel the !:ODd deede , . '\r;~1i;~~~~,J::~~::1 
lhou!:bt, 10 &0 with him. <"."'''' " 

Il h ili always been cOnlldonll 

i~'~:~;~~~:i~~\;[~':td:~~ mmunltr, wnote he h" • 
. !t' ror 10 mlillY yean, tblt hi' 1110 

opon booll. To I certain IIX· 

•••• ,U,,',,' ~ 

I 
WOODMAN WITH LITTLE 

THOUGHT OF SPARING TREE 

'. n. b,,,) 

, ,., 
{COIlUIIUad oro pat 
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,hue day. 
fo r you." 

I for • • ho rt 
11 a In 
A; leeley 
' tnt> ." Ame. 
e~eeln& he 

Iflled ~. to 
wla no .all.· 

'ome cllbler 
k, there .... 
1 0 t~lnd. 
one of .tllo 
re r 1 0 In ter· 
ame to thc 

Mr. Slyer1y 
ot the blink. 
Greeley be
Mr. Slve r ly. 
hll bid ca ... 
,te--lMoftk-and
led the re· 
: tbe alfal ... 

~.·,·-••• -." '·"I:·-~·.Jt~b·'·lsILil~.·· -;iich l' ~-~,- 1·11117· II .. IIU U: " I " llIlnili I n 
" .. han 8110ultl Ilrlnk their car 

It 1& e,lentiftl that It be Iblolule!y ".,Maa or they ,holiid hUll 
unitary, Ilated tho «enefal. It "' .. chilo rfIYoked." 
IUlI"lutcd th.t the «o"emment be Id'l lie Ip.oke o r the eomplnY 
" I.ed .. to the eondltlona hlro alld It Ins nander •. which he da 
neceuuy .end I. committee down to In direct "loll .. Uon or thei r 
WllIhln,;tnn 10 tal k with the .«roluy H e .poke o f the ! .. " .. nycn le. 
o f war, The u nenl had little ule t Of people and the 10 .. of time 
1I(',.tlllne aid ot conJ';rcnmen. It .... u 10 Ibe mlW depot , and clal 
pOlnted out-the cadeta a t tb" col\el{e a n outrl lle th llt Iny !lOrnp. 
could pillY an Importan t pl rt li nd the be permItted 10 work 8uch 
condItione were _luch_here Ibat theY l uiton It:e people. . 
could not be Improl'ed upon. fo: n . C. Neyenl, Il:ent or II 

_ '" Tbe tract ot lind unde r cohlldera· . ban, lil ted tho company 
, ~7 MAJOR aRE • . LEY . linn ror IUch a mob\U~allo'n u lnp Ues ned In not runnlnc their, 

. ' t' • __ Ju,t northwH I ot the cIty. WattT and t Durt uenue Mr Neyen( 
will nenr he oomplllt&;d tor thc re WII dlUy lito· tor the city oeedrd JUlt.lucb uwer'" IIs.tend to tbe Umlt. ot. tbe 0 • . 
10 much to tbl min Ind bll ::Ictl1'ltI .. ,I min aa mlyor. There 9111 but one round " l .... aa I rHldent or Am ... aD 
In IU cblnnell ot 111!.-~lIllUd_"lltlq.Cbotco.."Dd· ·tA.t ··_CClptato Greele},. I( T he 'commlttee nlmed to !n'(eICl. , e r tor the town. lie based 
I vlrled lurltory tllal with hll pI .. · , Jle hu nrved tbe community lo lcate Ind rell the cln lml 'ot Amca II menta thl t there h id alway 
Inl( CIUIU thel'ood deed l l a d kJlldlyje,(l'ry department ot the Icbool board"compoledPot P a rley Sheldon Genlltal laYI when the nllway t~ar 
thou l'hla to go with htm. . and the alate haR hlut the benent ol lincoln " II W StRtrord Prelldent c roBS the Nor thweltern and 

It hlle .Iways been con.ldor~1I In hll knowledge ror. he waa elected re p· Pea;.o~ and Major KniPP' who wero cmployed hy lha 
lhld' communlt)·, wliotll hI! hl.l re- rOOenla\lvo frOI1l Slor ), "j::ourU),. 11 • "mdo It 110 point to delllo)' 
, Ided ror 10 maoy yenn, tbat htill to wu nttlng thllt tho dlY rollowlnl' hls l WOOOM AN WITH LITTL E can. 110 .. Id \hll tra¥e 
W&I an open book. To. ce r ta in e~· pall[n,. tha Iowa I~oue lod aeolte THOUGHT OF SPARING TREE ... ·ould I'et uled 0 Ihe ne 
tent It WAI. Dut the re ah.lI neTer be -,opped In their STlnd and paid a . and thlt farmer- had no 
know n the kindly len'lce he bAl' oone tribute -to hll memory by t bll .doptlon .' 0 Edll:lr h;rt;; aenllment lbout to Ihe dlltance af:r tb;? 
to 10 tnlny. people. , 'Mr, GLWt7-"~ Dir...t.tJolu. ' ltfrt-~CI! _nil ht thoi'liCd Ihe ' with h im perlOn!!. . v e 

- rrrrorrilf;ement and the a .. llt· The photol(u.ph Ippearlol' wllh Ih'" I Norlh""eatem cluled del.n 
Inte be hnl I'lven In the P&lt forty I rtl cle ahowl tbe rell CaptaIn Greel07 1 thW: ~~~nj,OI IIkf'n Inlo eonlldera. mlnutlll It tre II:r.lle C7 
Y9" to tholo whom he oonaldered ...... t;!.ken but a.tow doya be tore hll ! tl nn In which direction Ihe trefj wOUld ' lI lleakln,. of I III matler 0 
eroBen'ln$", mUlt como trom their IIpl. dealh. Ho Is l!.and ln" on 'the elut ; I With Ihll Mnal blow of tho alt lbe II ld that woulel cost th· 

Greeley U He told not ot the 1II,letance which al(18 o f the Union N"ntlonnl bank. It I, ' :~~ . tree ""ent over and I m .. hlld the $10.000 to hlllld · ooe l od 
ma!UUft.1:!. h8- bad-slyen- lo - the Widow nnd tho . chlracterl.llc picture of him, tor "heavy wireR Of the low. Telephone ---

.e 81o<:khol(1· o rphan. 1 1161e Ire th Ings which wIll when the phOlol:rlpher ... ked h im to complny ' There wu euth force that (Conlloued 00 lI&&e 
11 0 people 01 nenr be known. lIIe hie hat, there came back th., rePly. l .neo olea were tnlpped orr. Indl~_.,.. ________ _ 
~erly know. In the IIIl tew rein he h.d ·plnnned "Wlht for !" It I. noticeable the pie. the en tfre nne to the welt ot Ames - . , 
, A to Z. lie to r a number ot Improyemeotl thlt ture II laken aa tbe Ihldo ..... Were I ""nI put out of cOlOmlulon 10LD 
,)ple . ..ol the could not be ltept from the public. len&hlenlng tblt JlnuarYafle rnoon· 1 When the lelephone coo.,"pa oy went : EYE SORE IS 

TO BE REI 

nil mlnac. Flral WII hi. ImblUon to leII hll c ity So were the sbadow, lenstbeolol' tor to mike repaln It "'II nlrt;ht lime and I 
d lt continue hlye • bo.pllil. Thla wal ' In Itne Clptaln Gree loy but IIttlo did wo lus. l they bllcked 1910 lutomoblle In luch 

l od ell Joy with Ihe thousht of hll wUe, who peel II. , )(I~lt l on that tho II/:ht l were Ihrown 
.'nndence of preceded hi m In dealh ,'" few year, HII pauln" WII the WilY he would :don tho plncee where they hllll 10 
,nl county. 1111'0. Tho hOlPI!.a1 Will hullt. nn[lhed hayo I\nd It. He had reti red Wedne,· 0 k - t 

completed In oYery dOlaUlnd turned II ny nl'ht aticr a blla rty "good nl/:hI" I W~h~ dam" e which Mr. F.dl:~ r eel. The otd wooden rence'D 

t , UbUCl 
W til '" pllrl· 
n the JrD.de 
Ilc program, 
hool will be 
la upected 

, I tt end Ihe 
ou· will be 
~ to be reno 

over to the ~ lt y. FOllow.ln.1: thll WII to Ihol n the houeebold l' The toUow. tied ,., .. at!u·I 'UOO. ..bu lld,lnl'¥ on Main It reet I, 
the erectlon ot the Muonlc Temple Inl' morn nil: he did not appear It Ibe • moveel a[1.d. In pllce the re 
which II one o f the nnUI bul1dln l" hrulI.tut table. Whon there Will an eoncrete wmll on which abal 
In Ihe city. The Muons. thOUI'll ht Ittempt de to cl lI him, It w!!., found r I ell n lightly Iron fe nCII. 
II nOl ' l mllmber o f the ordlr, h'1'e I hi. door WII locked. A little late r l The councE! hid the m .. 
lelle t ree tor the enti re uptH' r ftoOr othen were called In .nd whon the ' INSURANCR MEN, '· . dls('ulllon · l londsy nlShi I 

tor the coming nloety·n lne yea .... The door "'.1 torced Clljltlln Groeley had J~L GATHER IN AMES ."reed Ihnt th.., twclve 
beautlful bank bullftlnr allO Itand. I~ pnuell from llte, the UIIII I r.heortul. . . IIhOliid he olloner! In the I 

• monUQlont 10 hll hUllneu CJ reer In I mllo on his tace nl)d a t ontentmentl ._ h ulhllnrt;. ""I the city aho, 
Amos, and thero aro many and many a ppoaring tbM 'can only come 10 th080 a better ylcw to the Ihou 
olher thlnga which ,lip the memory. wholo mind know. no trouble. Tho Northwestorn Llro In/lllranee gllin only the hnllresslon 

Mr. Greol~y Will k no",n In Ame. II It Is SIlld ot Mr. Greeley thll he "'C' I compllny a llent8 will hold the Ir con· Is II dlsreputablo look[ng 
"Captatn" Gree l!!y. ·In truth he wna an ancel l ry o f the noted editor. Hor. v"ntlon next yea r In Amea. . Ibey pau on tho cars. ' 
ditchl r rred from the Unlled Stlle~ Ict Greeley. Batk In t he early daya Sueh I n annoutement WBI mlde at Seyeral ot the bulldlnn 
. ervlce wllh the title of jor. Ht whcn the men Ullked thne thlnge O1'lIr ' tho dOle o f Ihe meetlnrr 10 Dubuquo 10 tho railway I'roundl IUId 
preferred to be ' ci lled "ea In" an It wu kno"'n thlt the Amn Mr. Gree' l the litter plrl of the ""eek. The 111'1 neCelllr)' to ramo\'e thOOl 
It WII thll l the people Illu d him. ley cOll ld t race hll Ineelton 'back ... itltlon bad heen oxtended . by Hlrry ! loy wilt be ollened from 

,II the ner- Dorn In weltern New ork. r. 10 the or["loal lIon.('e Greeley tribe. lIrown, Northweatern al'en t lor thl, Duff 1I,'Olllle and .!I'IIJ be I 
on d ifferent Groeley law tho hard ock8 o f be Mr. Compe tlne, who hid aeen Editor ' county, Ind Ihe commlnee quickly In wld lh (or Ihe MUre lo! 
,e opportun· 
ACCflmmoda" 
Jrg~ aUend· 

.. 
farm lite. It W81 ct Inl: tbe Grecloy 'llnd who Will a resident of "greed that thla 91 .. the pro por pl!,ce ""prOyelll~n t wm coal tile 
mer,tlme tblt ho worke f.rm Amu. notod tho nprenlon thllt both : for l uch II. meetln". 'uelghborhoo,1 or $1 200 aM 

II bo 
:olnl' 

and during the _chool year ho taurrhl me n cllrrlcd and It .. u thru 111m thel At th e time or the 1~\8 meot lng It Is 10 he romplele, j duri n, 
achoO!' Then came the call tor vol. rola tionlhlll becamo known. III u llce lod there wl U be ~ OO agenla 1!l17 . . Thl~ hllllrOyement II 
un tH r 10lcHe". Mr. Greeley ""AI Ju wt And Sund"y Ilrternoon the home wsa . ... ·ho. wilt cOnle to the tit}, And j ' lInCi lit pro llOled by the No 
buddlog Into manhood where ho coutd ftll ed with trlend •. o f III atation. otl ,,·tII rOIl1. lo for two o r throe elaYI. month, n"o an,1 wilt be a c • 

dOled carry out 8Iplrlllons he hid mlde. life. who. hid gathered 10 pay theI r to Iho Iltople. let alone Idd 
to en· .nd beilid them IIlde Ind went down 111\ homap:e to a min who 9111 nOlI.' 1 Mill C.rollne Rice of noone yl.ltcd looka o f Ihe clly. 

IY 
ILDINGS 

In Dbl/! land . lie hid entered the Ind dea r to them. ne'(. Ha"'ley of l l .. t "'eok al Iho S. C. Kurlz homo. -:-:::--,---,-
1I0rylce .. a prlv l lo nnd rapidly ro.e the.Con"regat\onal chu rch, had char/:" There Ire :!.SS a Ulomnbl 
from tho rnnkB aad ~II dlechorgcd III or Ihe exereh~l. Eulo.tlol wero paid ' . IIY pouille In Story coun ty 
.a meJor. by Dean Sta nton, lion. Pa rl eY sholdon ' STUART WALKER'S 10" re port Jilst IIID dl'! ily 

At the ctOIO of tho war he hendod and lion. !len ~:dw"rdl. Tho millie : ret llry W. S. Alle n. The reI 
weal Ind came to Ames, aottllng on WII by a Ir lo ('OnlTlOICr! at MCldamel1 there are 1 ~8.5!1 OIldlln, 
II farm a t~w mile. trom what I. the Maxwoll, Judlec)) nnd TIlde n. whllo LITTLE THEATRE 8111te a nd Ihe tu dc r lved 1 
II rclent city. 110 workod lont;! honn the ftorll offorlnu enme frem nn oyer la 1I.6 7!1.!l! ~ . 

and hanl an4. th~n he made Ihe trip the country. ____ -=::=====~ 
re~t 0. build. back eut and returned with h i. Tho tnnet1li corle.to pined elowly .... 
t JUlt loutb b rtdo. Ona Clnllot· boll" hUI tOmPlre down the atreetl of 1111 belo~~d cIty, The' apenrao""e ot Stuort Wilker.a t' THE GARAGv MVU 
tall_OIII111,e. thUqD.C-ltnll-ot_ aulomobtle. th .. t Ihe cemetory ."nlel WOl3 IJlr nnd the 1.lttle Thenlcr In Iho colo'lI:e r;YII,nltl. It.o L.A 

he e trort on , on od II an Clcort at Iho fune.rnl 10 q~y was plllCl'd In tho malllo l""um be· lum nott SRlILrdlly oyenlng. ,h" uh\ ENTER COM! -.m',.".,. that .l lmll whon ho walked t ho IIIlny Ihl~ thllt o f hll wHo • • 114 thero went 
" wllnr, mile. , droyo oxoo a nd It tOOk with Ihe nnni MonlcoR tho Ihoughl or aurnet Jbo lIf'op lu o f Allie. to thnt 

,:hu rc h lerY· IIulleli"lI:. 
Ile llol/o they Ilay' to I~ncl n lolior bnc k thll ho tlio ilMlIttrul lito Mr. 111),1 Mr". {1r~c l ey HtnRrt W"l kur'~ l'or tlll llnh'I'" Mhow (1~rU It() mon o r ,\mel nre I WIIR r.ollllnK. l ie ' hu lived to leo hnel pIReed horo' III AmOH, ft,"t tho fnll 
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Chapter 12 

Captain Wallace M. Greeley 

C
aptain Greeley. founder and donor of the 
original wing of the Mary Greeley Hospi
tal. was born on a fann in Orleans County, 
N. Y. in 1838. Hi s parents were hard-work

ing farm people. Growing up on a New York (ann. 
educated in the common school of his day. he early 
acquired the frugal habits and eamest ambitions that 
delennined his direction in life. 

He began his career as a school master in N. Y. 
It was at Elicottville. N. Y .. that he met Mary 
Victoria Young when both were attending a teach
ers institute. They were married on November 8. 
1866. al Gowanda, N.Y. Young Greeley had en
tered the Union Anny as a volunteer in 186 J. and 

war's end. had attained the rank of major. He 
.erred. however. 10 be called "Captain." and was 

always referred \0 as Captain Greeley by his asso
ciates and friends. 

When Greeley arrived in Ames in the spring of 
1866. the population of our town was but a few 
hundred inhabitants. Captain Greeley's capital when 
he arrived in Ames. consisted of his Union Anny 
pay received during the four war years. which he 
had religiously sent home to hi s father for safe
keeping. Greeley first purchased a farm a short 
distance south of the Iowa State campus where they 
fanned until 1876 when the Greeleys purchased the 
home on the west side of Douglas at the Eleventh 
Street comer. In 1882 they built the home that is 
today the Adams Funeral Home. 

Captai n Greeley's interests drew him 10 the 
banking business. In 1881 he founded the Union 
Bank . the first corporate bank in Ames. His great 
loyalty to the cause of the Un ion Anny of 1861-
1865 is said 10 have been the root of his selecting 
the name "Union" for his bank which has become 
the present day United Bank and Trusl of Ames. 

Captain Wallace M. Greeley did much for the 
developing city of Ames. Often his contribution was 
of the less visible nature. Many a vilal cause re-

!d his support al a critical moment . He was 
I',dyor of Ames in 1888-1890. Always promoting 
education. he served on the Ames School Board 
and together with his wife. Mary. contributed the 

original site for the Ames Public Library. He served 
three terms in the Iowa legiSlature . where his 
knowledge and experience were highly respected. 

The Greeleys lost their two children in infancy, 
and when Mary Greeley's death occurred in 1914. 
it became Captain Greeley's g.real desire to see Ames 
have a hospital. On July 29, 1915, he announced 
his plan to build that hospital. He relied upon ex
pert consultants and local physicians to select the 
site at Twelfth and Douglas. one that they fe lt of
fered room for future expansion. 

Plans for the hospital were drawn by Liebbe, 
Nourse and Rasmussen of Des Moines. Bids were 
opened on December 20. 1915. with the contract 
going to the Arthur Newman Company of Des 
Moines. the same contractor was then also building 
the Collegiate Presbyterian Church near the I.S .C. 
campus. On December 29. 1915. site preparation 
was begun. 

On September 24, 1916. when the Mary 
Greeley Memorial Hospital was dedicated. 2.000 
people were said to have been present. At that 
dedication, Captain Greeley spoke with feeling of 
how the hospital represented the affection that Mary 
Greeley held for the Ames community. "It affords 
me great pleasure, more than words can ex:press. 
thaI I can contribute something toward the welfare 
of not only those now in need, but also for those 
who will be here long afler we have passed away," 
he concl uded. 

Captain Wallace M. Greeley died on February 
14, 1917, leaving much evidence of his long-held 
interest in the welfare and deve lopment of our city. 

Captain Greeley was a second cousin of the 
famous New York editor: Horace Greeley (1811 -
1872). The captain's youngest brother, Horace A. 
Greeley, was named after their famous cousin. The 
younger Horace Greeley also lived in Ames for 
many years, and his daughter, Blanche Greeley, 
married Charles A. Wilson of Ames. Wilson was 
associated with Greeley's banking business for a 
time. The Wilsons later lived in Chicago. 

April :!./f. 19116 
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Chapter 13 

Captain Greeley Builds a 
Hospital 

T
he following is transcribed from the tape 
of a talk given OcL 21. 1987, at a noon 
luncheon for the McFarland Clinic wives, 
held at Green Hills. 

I have been asked to talk for twenty to twenty
five minutes about what was going on in Ames. 
and especially in the area near the hospital. the year 
it was being buill. Ames was still a small town with 
its population something less than five thousand. in 
1915 when Wallace M. Greeley announced his plans 
to build a hospital for Ames. 

There had been a small hospital on the college 
campus since 1885. An Ames physician. Dr. David 
S. Fairchild. had spent half days on campus caring 
for sick students and faculty. but prior to 1916. the 
lown had no hospital fac ilities for its citizens. The 
nearest hospi tal available to Ames people was the 
Nevada Sanitarium. o perated by the Seventh Day 
Adventists Church at Nevada. 

Mary Crull'.\" H,)spilai .... 111'11 fie .. ·. 
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Some Background Developments 
Let's begin a little further back in the history of 

the town. long before the hospital was built. I would 
like to tell you just a little bit about Captain Greeley. 
as well. Then I'd like to conclude with some of the 
interesting goings on in Ames right while the hos
pital was being built. 

You probably know that the Mary Greeley 
Hospital was built in 19 15 and 1916. You probably 
also know a great deal about the Mary Greeley 
Hospital that is not known to me . So I am not going 
to try to verge into much of the story about the 
hospital itself. 

The story begins in 1866. That year there were 
two pioneers who came. among others. to our town. 
Others will be mentioned as we go along. One of 
them was Henry May. You may have heard about 
him as our first school teacher. The other one was 
Captain Wallace M. Greeley. Both of these men 
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arrived in the spring of 1866. Each had something 
to do with this story . 

Henry May bought the 11.5 acres of bare prai
rie that lay between what is today ninth and thir
teenth streets, and between Douglas and Duff Av
enues. He paid 5346.20 to Alexander and Cynthia 
Duff for that land. Why did I beam in on that? 
Henry May comes to mind because the Mary 
Greeley Hospital is located just about where Mr. 
May built his home. Henry May was an interesting 
personality himself. 

A highly educated man for his day, he had 
been with the U.S. State Department during the 
four years of the Civil War. 

Henry May built the first house in the area. It 
was located about where the emergency entrance to 
the hospital is located today. Four years later. we 
find another interesting and influential gentleman 
coming to our town. I find him especially interest-

CaplOin Wallaa M. Gruln is Ihl' man in Ihl' unlt'r "'l'aring 
Ihl' dub)'. um Hardin. l'dilf>r ofsh l' Aml's E" l'ninx Titlll'S. alll'f l 
and Van Chambl'Tlain. ml'Tcham. on sups. Pholf> in from of 
Union NaljOtlal Bam: in 1905. 

ing because he was a doctor, a recent graduate of 
the University of Yennont Medical School. There 
is more than just that he was a doctor that might 
catch our attention. Dr. Richmond paid Henry May 
$2,000 for that same 11.5 acres. including Mr. May's 
home. Two years later, he had an engineer subdi
vide that area and added it to the town of Ames as 
the Richmond Addition. That was in -1872. You 
wi]! recall that the town had been incorporated in 
1870. 

So you see, the Mary Greeley Hospital is 10-
'ed in an addition to our city that was laid out by 
.e of our pioneer medical doctors. 

The population of Ames when Henry May and 
Captain Greeley arrived in 1866 was reponed to 
have been 100. Perhaps it was 102 after they ar-
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rived. By 1872, it had grown rapidly to possibly six 
or seven hl!ndred. The Iowa Agricultural College 
had opened its doors in the spring of 1869. 

In 1872 and 1873, in two transactions, Dr. Rich 
mond sold all of block 2 of the Richmond Addition 
to D.A. Bigelow, a pioneer Ames merchant. D.A. 
Bigelow lived in that house that May built over on 
the Duff A venue side of block 2 until he died in 
1890. There. his widow continued to live for many 
years. 

It was in that block 2, that the Mary Greeley 
Hospital was built. The large Bigelow family home 
still stood on the Duff A venue side of the block 
when the original hospital was built in 1915. 

Greeley never personally owned the property 
before he began to plan for the hospital. Having 
had the contact with the Bigelow estate, however, 
he was aware of its availability in 1915. In August 
of 1915, Greeley purchased the north four lots on 
the Douglas side of block 2 of the Richmond Ad
dition. Then, one year later. on September 29,1916, 
it was the same four lots that Greeley deeded to the 
city of Ames. the lots on which builders had just 
completed the construction of the Mary Greeley 
Hospital. 

Greeley's Early Years in Ames 
I'd like now to say a few things about Capt. 

Greeley. When he arrived in the spring of 1866, the 
first thing he did was to purchase a farm. He is said 
to have saved up about $3.200 from his Union Anny 
pay during the Civil War. He now bought 200 acres 
of farm land in Sec. 16 of Washington Township. 
Today, the Gateway Motel, the Green Hills Retire
ment complex. a number of condominiums and a 
part of Highway 30 interChange with Elwood Drive 
are on that land. Greeley paid $10 an acre for it 
back in 1866. 

In thinking about events that preceded and 
surrounded Greeley's ultimate plan to build and 
present to the city of Ames its first hospital in 1915, 
these early events seem now of interest. The pres
ence of a pioneer doctor whose name is found on 
that particular addition to the town, and Greeley's 
enterprising nature that was in evidence from his 
first days in the area. may be mutually indepen
dent. but wouldn't both of those men be pleased if 
they could see what had happened here since their 
day? 

We come to a few questions that may be of 
interest. Why did Capt. Greeley build the hospital? 
First, there was the death of the captain's wife. Mary. 
on next to the last day of December. 1914, at the 
age of 68. Mrs. Greeley had been very much in-

--
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volved in the social and cultural life of the lown 
from its very beginnings. In Greeley's comments al 
thc time-of the hospital's dedication. he referred \0 
Mary Greeley's love for the community. Together 
they had done many things for the lown. 

After Greeley bought that farm. he had returned 
to New York where they were married. They then 
had returned 10 live on the farm. and had remained 
there until 1876. By that lime. Greeley's interests 
had turned to banking. so they bought the lOIs on 
the comer of Douglas and Twelflh Street. across 
from the first hospital site. In 1882. they built the 
home thaI is now the Adams Funeral Home. It was 
very much their lown . 

Mrs. Greeley. for example. had served on the 
first library board from its founding until her death. 
T he Greeleys had given the lots for the original 
library bui ldi ng . As another example of Mrs. 
Greeley's interests, I have here a program, a musi
cal for which Mrs. Greeley was hostess in their 
home. Notice that she played two piano selection s 
on the occasion. I"m sure that the captain relived 
the events of his wife's life in Ames as he pondered 
ways to honor the memory. 

Add to that background , the fact that Ames 
had no hospital. The captain would have been aware. 
from his personal experience. of the need for a 
hospital in the growing community o f Ames. The 
Greeleys had lost their only two children in in
fancy, and this may have added to his thoughts. H is 
options would have been many because he was 
probably the wealthiest man in Ames in those days. 
I think he was in close louch with the handful of 
doctors then in Ames who. likely, wou ld have 
paimed out to him the far- reaching influence that 
the gift of a hospital would have on the Ames com
munity. 

We had about ten medical doctors in Ames in 
[9[5. In addition, we had two osteopath ic doctors. 
T his brings us to another question. How was the 
hospital s ite selected back there in 1915? Here. we 
leam something about Captain Greeley. He brought 
a man out from Chicago by the name of Dr. Gilmore. 
a medical specialist who had become nationally 
known as a consultant in the design and construc 
tion of hospitals. 

In July of 1915, Dr. Gilmore spent a day or 
two in Ames. conferring with the Ames doctors 
that were here, looking over possible si tes and dis
cussing design plans. Among the doctors invo lved 
in those talks were Greeley's own phYSician Dr. 
CA. Aplin , Dr. Earl Bush, Dr. Ben Budge and Dr. 
Henry M. Templeton. who was our family doctor 
when I was born. Dr. Templeton. according to his 
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grandson. had had little formal medical education. 
He had completed a correspondence course in medi
cine through the University of Kentucky and had 
developed his skills as an apprenlice. There was 
Earl Rice, whose brother was Tom Rice a promi
nent Ames dentist. Drs. David and Jenny Ghrist 
were a man and wife pannership: both were medi
cal doctors. Dr. Charles T ilden was a college phy
sician from 1907 until the end of W.W. I. Osteo
pathic physicians here in 19 15 included Dr. Proctor 
and Dr. Benha Roberts. I can believe that all of 
these people were in on the discussions about the 
plans for the proposed hospital. 

In the Trihune of July 29. 1915. it was re
ported that the Ames doctors. after conferring with 
Dr. Gilmore, were recommending to Capt. Greeley 
that he choose as a s ite for the hospital the lots 
available between Eleventh and T welfth Streets on 
the east side of Dougl as. Among the advantages of 
that site was that it would provide the opportunity 
for future expansion. 

In that same news anicle, it was reponed that 
Greeley had rejected an offer of the contribution of 
a site from other panies. "I will have no partners. 
this project is to be entirely mine," were his words. 
As al ready pointed out. Greeley did purchase the 
lots in question a few days later. in August of 19 15. 
On the 29th of December of 1915. it was announced 
that Greeley had signed the contract for the con-
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struclion of the Mary Greeley Hospital. The C.A. 
Newman Company of Des Moines won the bid. 
The same conrracting firm was right then building 
the Collegiate Presbyterian Church here in Ames. 

The dedication was held on Sept. 24, 1916. 
with two thousand people reponed present. 

Ames Experienced Great Progress in 
1915·1916 

I would like to now go to a few of the ways in 
which Ames was progressing at this same time. Six 
month s earlier. Captain Greeley had signed the 
contract for the construction of the Masonic build
ing at the comer of Douglas and Fifth Street. The 
building is now known as the Octagon An Cenler. 
The Sheldon-Munn Hotel was then under construc
tion. another major facili ty for our town. Parley 
Sheldon. Greeley's banking competitor and another 
major Ames benefactor of -that day, was a major 
panicipant in that project. 

Sheldon and Greeley had been banking and 
political competitors through the years, but always 

-~ cooperative when it came to the welfare of 
.es. I like to think that with Sheldon building his 

beautiful new hotel. Greeley might well have been 
motivated by his competitive spirit to choose a 
hospital to bear the Greeley name. 
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On AugUSt 6, 1915, Ames had celebrated the 
laying of the cornerstone for a new city hall at 
Kellogg and Fifth, another visible advance in the 
annals of our c ity . 

The city-owned light plant, that had been the 
subject of considerable controversy for several years, 
was being greatly enlarged. The Trjbun~ of August 
11.1915. used the word "spectacular" in describing 
that project. A new interurban depot, to be built 
where the J.S.U. Credit Union is located today, was 
just then announced. 

Right close to the new hospital site. the fi rst 
airplane landed at Ames. It was a dramatic event. 
It was in June of 1915 when a pusher-type plane 
made an emergency landing in an oat field near the 
comer of Thirteenth and Duff. Being not yet five 
years old, I was possibly more impressed with the 
ice cream wagon than that plane. 

In 191 5, Ames had only [wo paved SlTCelS. Main 
Street had been paved in 1910. and Grand A venue, 
as far north as Ninth, was paved in 19 11. The Au
gust 25. 1915, Tribune described Fifth Street: "Fifth 
Street between Kellogg and Burnett is being im
proved. The mud puddle on Fifth Street was im
proved this week when the hitching racks between 
Kellogg and Burnett were taken out and the street 
was graded and cleaned. The racks will be pUi up 
again at the end of Burnell just off Main Street." 
That improvement was brought about as a result of 
the Tribune 's campaign for a "decent hitching place 
where the women from the country would not have 
to wade ankle deep in mud and filth in order to 
hitch their teams." 

Ames had come a long way. it was then mak
ing major moves in the process of becoming a mod
em city. Very few time periods in the annals of 
Ames history have equalled the 1915-1916 years. 

The city council was discussing paving. There 
were some protest meetings. Some liked the quiet 
dirt streets; others wanted to make sure that their 
street was to be included in any paving project. 
Finally. on December 29. 1915. the city council 
voted to pave about six miles of the residential 
streets located nOrlh of Main Street. That· included 
all of the north-south streets as far north as Thir
teenth. (That decision came the same week that 
Gree ley contracted for the new hospital.) That 
project included Duff. Douglas. Kellogg. Burnett. 
Clark. Wilson. Grand and Hodge. The result was 
that the Mary Greeley Hospital was on a paved 
street by the summer of 1917. 

One more event of 1915 must be noted. On 
March 16. 19 15. the Trihune announced the orga
nization of the Ames Woman's Club. Wha! that 
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meant for the future of the Ames community is 
obvious. 

Now. it so happened that about the first project 
undertaken by the Ames Woman's Club was \0 raise 
the money to put a drinking fountain on Main Street. 
One of the bank corners at Douglas and Main was 
being discussed as a possible location. With 
Greeley's bank on the northwest corner and 
Sheldon's bank on the northeast comer. it was logi
cal that these two men might be contacted. Mrs. 
Frank Linebaugh was chairman of the proposed 
project. When she discussed it with her husband, 
who was then the gas company manager. he volun
teered to see what those two bankers might be 
willing to contribute. 

The COSt of the drinking fountain was estimated 
to be fifty dollars. Linebaugh knew Greeley well, 
so when the bank opened the next morning he 
approached the captain at his desk. He explained 
that he thought that each of the two bankers might 
contribute twenty-five dollars. "Which comer will 
they put it on?," the captain asked. Linebaugh was 
ready with an answer. "They talk of pUlling il over 
in front of the Story Coumy Bank ." he replied. ThaI 
was Sheldon's bank. 

The captain opened his check book. took his 
pen and told Linebaugh to leave Sheldon "out of 
it." "Put it over here!," he said as he handed his 
check for the fifty dollars to Linebaugh. That is 
how the first drinking fountain on Main Street was 
placed on the Union National Bank comer. As the 
story goes. Sheldon was not consulted. While I can't 
document that story, that is how I heard il. Many 
will recall that the drinking fountain remained on 
Greeley's comer for many y:ears. 

In closing, here is a short quote from Captain 
Wallace M. Greeley's address at the time of the 
dedication of the Mary Greeley Hospital on Sep
tember 24. 1916: 

" It affords me great pleasure, more than 
words can express. that I can contribute some
thing toward the welfare. of not only those 
now in need. but also for those who will be 
here long after we have passed away." 

Those were Captain Wallace M. Greeley's feel
ings over seventy years ago. 

(Capt. Greeley died the morning of Feb. 14, 
1917.) 

Ocroher21./987 
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