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- MADISON COUNTY'S LEADING NEWSPAPl!:K .n , 
;,.,..;;.,.,;"u '. WTh"TERSET, IOWA, rimRsD 

==""f~ , .... !"odoe:t- • QOIliii" '======9"~';';;;';;;;;;;;;;;";;;;;;;;~;;;~ 
v. ' BEWA';~'''ntICjIB I 
'. aDd lin. William McCJure 
A BULGING· WAISTLINE IIIJI I 
H •• 'n Do<Jgl .. township J... Of [ R.lEllfR !...-__ ~_ 

rtently «plated' a large bull 
II lut week. Bllng the techn ... 
of the blg·tlme snake hunters 
da and Atrtca. 
e McClure. retired OD thl. per· 
U" night after tucldng their pet 
ry ••• Y lately for the nlgtlt In 
Ige 4ow"ottaIn. The nezt mot~ 
1ft pl&ee of lbe bird'. tbey found 
II make In tbe cage. Tbe can·· 
.. as Jnekle ttie snake. The rep
."lad enured tbe houl. during 
night, . climbed Into the eage 
rwaUowed the canary. Howne;
I the anake went to leave, the 
made web a bulge In Its ..... I.t 
that It .aa unable to get dut 
een the ban. The McClure. 
I the .nake. 

rIMELY TOPICS I 
(Ed II. 811liii0) 
\ 

no. .)blem of atate government 
Iowa show aueb a degree of 

dUly, it pot erlmlnal negl~ 
e aa In the control of "traffle 
:18 hlrhwaYi. The Ust of killed 
Injured published: dally, exceeds 
of Iowa'. 1088 In the World 

• Yet we accept the situation 
unconcern much .. we aeeept 

IJ?A of property and human Uf. 
torm. flood •• or other ageneles 
are beyond human control. In 
we act .. though hlghwa,. 

;-hter were an act of God when 
let highway alaqllter I. large
f not altogether. tb~ rel!Ult of 
Ie Indifference and , .tupldlty 
official cowanlice becatwe of 

Jcal cowardice. 
-;;-

lele may be harsh worda that 
, offend. but they expreaa the 
dulterated truth a nd every one 
fOU who reada thla knows It to 
he truth. If we un arou'e the 
110 and thON ruponstble for 
tic regulation and enforcement 
hell' obUgation and reapoMJbll
In this matter .e are not gr_t-
or 'red about who .marta un
U ,Idlctment. 

laybe 70U .. ;~ theleglalature 
provided for a blBb.ay patrol 

I taaat DO blBhl, trained. patrol-
11 will be on tbe blpway. within 
ew da,.. and tbat the maiming 
I lUlling will then atop. It will 
nothln~. of the kind. It w11l Ju 

Foraer Editor of Madl..,,,la,, 
W ... Pr_lnmt In MuJ I 

Fields of Endeavor 

An ~utst:andlng Personality and 
a etUan of the blghest order waa 
lost to Madison county early lion
day In the death of the Honorable 
E . R. 'Zeller. for more ' than balf a 
centary an educational. journal. 
18t1c. and pollUcaJ leader of the 
.tate and community. Hla de&tb. reo 
celved the dlsUnct HJI_ of , lou 
by resident. of Madison county ..... a. 
mourned by a .Ide cltele 'ot friends 
throughout Iowa. .. ' 

III'. Zeller's death eame unex
pectedly although he had been In 
declining health for several yean. 
and for more than a year he had 
been confined to his home. In spite 
of failing physical health. his Jut 
years had been marked by unusual 
mental alertness. He would have 
been t1 yean old on September 13. 

MI'. Zeller came to Winterset In 
1873 to take ~barge of the public 
Ichoola. For five years be served In 
the position of principal. He was 
then elected county 8uperiDtendent 
Hmng In' that capacity for fou; 
yearl. For leven years he was en
gaged In county Institute work. In 
1883 and 1884. In partnerahlp with 
Col. H. J. B. Cummings and Henry 
WalJace, he edtted and pubUabed 
the Wlntenet Madl~onlan . 

In later yeau, Mr. Zener'. atten
tion turned more than ever to pub-
110 .. nIce. He had alw.y. been a 
strong Republican, and In 1908 he 
... elected to the state legislature. 
He w .. reelected. In 1910. thus lerv
Ing In the thirty-third and thlrty~ 
fourth general a8lemblles. During 
hla legislative lernce he was con~ 
necte4 with ten Important commit. 
tees. and left a ptlr80nal Impression 
upon the legilliation enacted during 
ttjat period. 

HOM. r. R. ZUL£R 
In 1904 the Madison County His. 

torlcal SOCiety w .. or,.nlzed. with 
Mr. ZeIJer a charter member and 
a luldlnl' Iplrlt In It. founding. He 
wu elected tint Jreuurer of the I!tcn::;..-::-..;----;;;';'.--~ 
orgonlzatlon. and served many Boiled Down News! 
yean u lecretary and then aecre. _ 
tary-treuuter. Much of hi. work In 
recent yeara had been deioted to 
that aoclety where acted .. cu.to-

I .... ., .. 1-.n hlf'torlr:A1 !ooms. HI' 
W. R. Bobbltt, man.acer of 

Northw~ltem , ~ell Telephone ~om-

SI 
f 
• 
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obligation aDd ~=~~~lt';i'p;rlOd~------- ----.. . -- -
is matter .e .,e In 190t the MadisoD County His· 
:-ned about who torte" .octety .u organized. w1t.b HOM. L It. ZELL~" 

ndlctmeDt. Mr. Zeller a charter member and 

_ .... -y ;~:t. tbe 1-I-tatu1'8 a guldinA' .plrit in Ita fOllnding. He rD~~~[~~~P~~~~: I ,-- - ,.- .u elected 11m treuurer of the 
·Id"" for. blgh •• y patrol organLzatton, and' Hrved many New. 
:: , •• hl, trained patrol- yean ... ecretary and then teCre-
be .... 0 the bl&'bway. within tary.tredUru;-Jlucb of hle work In :I,.. aDd that the maiming recent year. had beeD deVoted to W. R. Bobbitt, ~er of 

jog .01 tben .top. It will &ociety wbere acted .. custo- Northwettem Bell Telephone com· 
"I' of tb. kJnd. It wllJ of tbe . hlltorJca. rOOmJi. He pany •• tatea tbat their toll main" 
'lether It helpa a Uttle or ablo an Important 'contributor tenance department has been en-
depencl almolt altogetber It~~o~ir.~~~~~ and periodicals In 18rged, so that their territory , now 
eupervtlOr at tbe head. of the naUon. extends weet to Fontanelt and north 

. the IOmethlng back of death wu the oecu- to Stuart and Includee Macksburg 

smu 
PlAJI 

J. M. Grime 
Paper W 

Charles BI 
the Madh,on , n to··the courage and akin Ion of elncere tributes from . Truro and Peru In this county. L. 

bUgaUon that prompts men who knew his work. Ed )4. Smith, Woods haa been to this 

. their country In time of publisher of the Madlaonlaa, aa1~d;;:~_f~!%;~~~a~n~d~h~e~~~~;iig~~::E~~I_~~~~~~:~~ yhether tbe .om_thing back "His pubUc service was p"Orrlpt,ed and In· more varied and 

I ;:~'::~ . ~'.II .• r. His parent. 'were I ~:~t the 
~hem. pay no Il ancestry. He was reared on I ~ ~· Pasadena. California. 
mUs. Reckle .. drivers are a farm. acquiring his education In They have purchased a small com· 
oved from the highways un · tho district schools. At the age ot mu'nlty atore in the residential 
d until at the end of a 20 in 1864, he enlleted in the section of Pasadena, and will oper· 
~ for damagee. Drunken aervlce for the Civil war, ate It. Chester \Vallace, who is to 
tare paroled from the bench Company K, 167th Ohio vol. be a senior at Simpson college next 
oned by the governor al· Infantry. He saw service with fall, Is temalnlng here to complete 
! soon as they are found the federal torces in Virginia. Af. his college work, and Russell. Wl10 
rf a driver gives evidence ter the wnr he returned to the old Is to be a sophomore Is conslderln.';' 
lllnal1y reekleu driving, homestend. which he sold In 1867. staying for one semester. Victor 
hi r and Injures himself He then entered the field of jour- will accmopany hl!i parents to Call
lbe. of his family. we do nail am. publishing the Oxford Cltl. fornla. 
! him off the highways. We xen at Oxford. Ohio. whUe he en· 
he kll1s or maims someone rolled as a student in Miami unl

ngs action. Then we remove verslty of that 'CIty. He graduated 
nse for a few months and with the clas8 of 1871. later taking 
1tore his rights on the high. an advanced degree there. 

After disposing of his Interests In - .. - Ohio. he came to Burlington. Iow·a. 
,se the drunken or crazy In 1871. where he tlerved 8S clty 
of a raUroad locomoUve editor of tho Burlington Gazette. 
'pon his throttle wide open Later he purchased and edited the 
give his panengertl a thrill Eldora Herald, seiling that In 1873 
Ig would tho railroad com- to come to Winterset. 
eep him? And during the In 1879 he wos married to Miss 
lly kept him who would pay Hattie Cox. They were the parents 
o ride the train, If they three children. Mrs. Kathryn 
he driver'. Inaane desire to I ",ale. who Is county euperlntendent 
(leed! On every paved road .echoots, Theodore,' and Joseph 
!tate. heavy trucks are drlv· Zeller of Forest Hills, New York. 
and 60 mUee per hour when AU are left to mourn their tather's 
...rul limit Is 3~ or le88 do-- death. 
~ on size of truck and kind Dr. A. H. Barker, district superln. .. 

-::-
hi. Is being written four 
people are tn the Winterset 
1. The ear. a nearly new one 
ect condition, went off tho 
and turned over three tlmell. 
wr no bUndlng lights ap-
IDl ). slippery pavement, no 
brues or steering wheel
~tlaued OD ...... ) 

ARE ARRESTED 
IS RECKLESS DRIVERS 
automobile drivers were ar· 
I before Mayor M. S. Logan 

~ .. ' .' 

tendent of the Methodist church 
will conduct hie funeral services, 
which will be held at 2:30 o'clock 
this Thursday afternoon. He will 
be assl8led by the Rev. B. F. Ham
Ilton of Wlnler88t, and burlnl wl1l 
be In the Winterset cemetery .. 

COUNTY PAYS 
$8.826 PENSION TAX 

CItizens of Madl80n county have 
paid $8.826 In old o.ge pension l.8Jlee 
80 far this year, a report from the 
office of the state comptroller 
aho ... s. The tax became delinquent 
July 1. but remlttances con\lnuo .-." .~ ~~ ..... -

-0--

C. Eo JlamDton of Des Melneil 
purchased Tuesday the house at 722 
West court avenue. belonging to 
Mrs, Snm O. K08er. The L. 1... Slom· 

family now occuPy the reslden. 

~!~:b~u,~t~~~.~!~~l~~W;~tI:!I~be given to the first. Mr. and 
Mra. and children have 
been Hvlng In Des Moines since 
January 1933, Mr. Hamilton being 
asslstnnt attorney general. He plnns 
to continuo with his work, driving 
back and forth to Des Moines. 

--0-

Mn. Mary K. 0",1'1 •• ta18 home 
demonstration if!oder, wl11 be here 
to write thl) project for Madison 
County women's work tor the com· 

Tueeday, July 30. The 
he1d In the bucment 

starting at 10:80 a. m. 
publicity 

chair
and coun· 

committee are expected to attend. 
picnic lunch will be brought by 

the women. 
-0-

Mr. and Mn. H . E. Fanta 01 At.
wood, Colorado, Mr. and Mrs. Wal· 
ter Farris of Bartlesville, Oklahoma 
ond Mrs. Dann M. Palmer ot Ottawa 
lI1inoltl. were the relatives form tl 
distance who camo here to attend 
the funeral srvlcee of John Gentrv. .. .. . -.. , . ' 

comm 
make arrl 

following: I 
Smith and M 
C. W. Alklnl!l, 
King, and A! 
vltatlons, Ed 
and H. C. 
CBmpbell. W 
Zlnk; Pollee 
W. Wright an 
men ttl; Curle 
gel' Bnd Clyd. 
UOH. 1'. G. 
W. J. Beeler; 
Tidrick ' and 

Death ( 
John Gentr 

er In the pul 
flet. died at 
Vnlley Junctl 
strokc of pnr 
old. 

Mr. Gentry 
leaving In 19 
nftcr rellr lnJ! 
He leaves th 
sisters. They 
lu, Frank of 
Winterset, aT. 
rie of Atwoo. 
Palmcr of I 

SylVia Gent l 
Mrs. A. P. SI 

Funeral se 
Church of CI 
day. The R( 
of Valley Ju 
Burial was I 
cemetery. 

PARENTS 
TOTS SEN 

The five Cl 
Bob Young. 
from 3 to J 
sent to the 
home at DEW. 
n,.. . ~ _.v. ~ !\t 

! 
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wise a student in that school; Jerome, attendi ng the district schools; Elma, Lloyd 
and Albert, all attending school; and Erma, who completes the family. 

:\Ir. Golightly exercises his right of franchise in support of the candidates 
and policies of the republican party, being fully co!winced of the soundness of 
its principles. He is a valued member of the local Methodist Episcopal church 
and can be counted upon to further its work in any way possible. The su ccess 
that he has achieved in his chosen occupation is the result of his industrr, fore
sight and progressiveness, qualities which anyone may emulate and wh ich in
variably bring their reward . 

HON. ELIAS R. ZELLER. 

Han. Elias R. Zeller, of Winterset, has been prominently known as an edu
cator and journalist of Madison county and also as a political leader. Through 
individual activity as well as through the columns o f hi s paper he has done much 
to shape public thought and action and has left the impress of his individuality 
for good upon many lines of improvement. 

He was born near Hamilton, in Butler county, Ohio, September [3, 1844, and 
comes of German ancestry. His parents we re John and Susan (Kumler) Zeller, 
both of whom were natives of Pennsylvania. The former became a farme r and 
carpenter and was also a local preacher of the United Brethren church. He 
met with a fair measure of success in life and passed away in 1857 at the age 
of sixty years. His wife was also a native of Pennsylvania, as were her pa rents, 
but the family comes of German ancestry. He r father, Henry Kumler, was one 
of the first bishops of the United Brethren church in America. Mrs. Zeller 
passed away at the advanced age of seventy-five years. In the family were e leven 
children, eight sons and three daughte,s. Five of the sons reached adult age 
and all served in Ohio regiments during the Civil war, valiantly defending the 
Union. 

Elias R. Zeller wa s reared upon the home farm in Ohio and acqui red his 
education in the district schools . He was twenty years of age when, in ,864, he 
responded to the country's ca ll for further aid in crushing out the rebellion in 
the south and joined Company K, One Hundred and Sixty-seventh Ohio Volun
teer Infantry for one hundred days. He spent the period of his enlistlTIent in 
Virgin ia and took part in seve ral skirmishes. Following his military expe rience 
Mr. Zeller engaged in fa rming on the old homestead, which was sold in [867· 
It was subsequent to that time that he entered the )"I iami University at Oxford, 
Ohio, from which he was graduated in the class of 1871, while in 1887 he 
received a post -graduate degree. Entering the field of journalism, he became 
publisher of the Oxford Citizen at Oxford, Ohio, and following his removal to 
Iowa was city editor of the Burlington Gazette. He afterward published the 
Eldora Herald and eventually became owner and editor of the \Ninterset Mad
isonian. He has also been correspondent for the Chicago Times and other metro
politan papers. 

In the meantime he became a prominent figure in educational circles. In 
1873 he carne to \'Vinterset to take charge of the public schools and for h\'e years 
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con ti nued in the position of principal. He was then elected county superin
tendent, wh ich position he fi lled for four years, and for seven years he actively 
and successfully engaged in county i nstitlHe work. He had the abili ty to impart 
c1ea rty and readily to othtrs the knowledge that he had acqui red and to inspi re 
them with much of his own interest in advanced educational standa rds. His 
efforts have been of marked value to the schools of county and state, and he is 
one of the h ighly respected and honored educators of Iowa. He still maintains 
a deep interest in educational work and on various occasions assisted the state 
superin tendent in ca rryi ng 0 11 the examinations afte r the new law went into 
effect. For seve ral years he was pres ident of the Winterset school boa rd and 
did everything in his power to advance the interests of the schools in that place. 
While he has now practically retired from the field of ed ucation and of journal 
ism, he yet gives supervision to the farm which he owns nca r Winterset. 

In 1879 Mr. Zeller was united in marriage to M iss Hattie Cox , who was born 
in Mad ison county near W inte rset, and they have become parents of three chil
dre n : Katherine, the wife of N. L. Kale, who is living on her fa ther's fa rm near 
Winterset; Theodore c., at home; ;!.nd Joseph Walter, a grad ua te of the Iowa 
Wesleyan University, now attending law school at Harvard. 

In politics Mr. Zeller has always been a stalwart advocate of republican prin
ciples and h as dnne much to shape the policy of the party in his section of th e 
state . In IgoB he was elected to lh~ state legislature anu was reelected in 1910, 
(erv ing in the thirty-third and thirty-fourth general assemblies. He was made a 
membe r of a number of impo rtant committees, including the committees on 
app rop riat ions, schools and agriculture. He was also chairman of the commit
tee on mil ita ry affairs and a membe r of the railway committee. In fact he was 
conn ected altogether with ten different committees and has left the impress o f 
hi s indiv idu ality upon the legisla ti9n enacted du ring the periods in which he was 
a member o f the house. He belongs to Pitzer Post , No. 55, G. A. R. , of Winter
set and is popular among his comrades of that o rder. A!though now seventy 
years o f age, he is still hale and heat"ty. Advanced years do not necessarily sug
gest idleness no r want of occ upation. There is an old age in which the individual 
gives ou t of his rich stores of wisdom and experience for the benefit o f others 
and such is the ca reer of Mr. Zeller. He st ill docs considerab le writing for the 
press and yet looks afte r h is farming inte rests, although making his home in 
Winterset. He has wisely used his time and talents throughout his entin: life and 
the course which he has followed has been large ly characte rized by signal service 
for the benefit of the community in which he has lived . 

GEORGE W. POFFINBARGER. 

George VI . Poffinbarger, a well known ~tone, brick and cement mason and 
contractor o f Winte rset, was born upon the site of this city on the 17th of June, 
1850, a son of Samuel W. and Hannah (Smith) Poffinbarge r. The father , who 
was born near Boonesbo ro, Washington count}'. Ma ryland, on the loth of March, 
iS18. accompanied his parents to Ohio when about twelve yea rs of age, settle
ment being made near Columbus. I Jis father carried 011 ag ricult ura l work there 
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Birth: 5ep. 13, 1844 
Death: Jul. 22, 1935 

Burial:: 
Winterset City CemeterY 
Winterset 
Madison County 
Iowa, USA 

Created by: FU:! 
Record added: Jan 1 2006 
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Elias R Zeller 
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Cemetery Photo 
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