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I. 7'o whom ma:f'f'le-d JJilcolld tlm111 .. .... .. .... ....... ....... . . ... . 9. Piae11 of 'It lit or lt111r burial.. ........ . . 

2. · Date of marriage I 0. Father'$ full 

3. Place of marriage I I . Born where and when .. 

·• 
4. Date of his or her birth I 2. Occrlpatlon of hl.s or her father .. 

.5. Place of his or her birth . 13. Hi.r or her moth~r'.r full name ..... . 

6. Religious dt!nomination .... 14. Born when and whert~ ... c .. . . . ......... .. .............. .. 

7. Date of his or her death 15. Parent's residence at time of their marriage .. ... . 
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8. Plac• •f his or her dea~h 16. Miscellaneous T'emarks on their family --~·~ -.-~~- - -- - ----- -·-· ---· -· --···--- --- -- -- ----

CHILDREN OF ........ . . AND .. 

NAME PLACE OP BIRTH DATE PLACE O F DEATH DATE ¥ARRIEJ:J TO WHOM WHERE DATE 

~~c 
~- · ·· · ·• · -
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~~L 

,1'" 

CHILDREN OF .AND 

·<~'. 

l 
~ SIGNATURE ;-1·- ·~· -··· · ·······"·" 
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OF 

Des Moines County, Iowa 
n ~ ' 1 ;~,. . 'I '1 

CONTAINING 

BIOGRAPHlCAL and GENEALOGICAL SKETCHES of 

MANY OF THE PROMINENT CITIZENS OF TO-DAY 

AND ALSO OF THE PAST 

" .Biography is the onl)• true history."- EMERSON 

ILLUSTRATED ---

CHICAGO 

HOBART PUBLISHING COMPANY 

1905 
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BIOCR.-1!' !I IC.lL RETIL.ff. 

and the outbreak uf the li1·il \\.a r iol lrrw- fur in all !tis dealings he "ll·a s s tri ctl v fair 

ing his emig-r:ni"n to th e :\L·w \\ · , .~ rld. his and hun\l raiJ lc. 

mili ta ry S[;irit 11·as a gain aroused. and he 

enlisted in the IrJ\I·a 1\.q;iment knmu1 a~ the 

Gray n earJs. IT e trunk [;art in !'On1l' skir

mishes, and sustaine d injuries on account 

of wh ich he 11·a s a ft<:T \I·ard granted a pen

sion by the gun~rnmcnt. 

There were scn•n children born un to ..\ lr. 

Avery by hi s second marriage: I vinia ..\L 
who di ed a t the age of t11·o years and some 

days; I van H. ::\ ., "ho married Chr istina 

H elt, and dicJ ..\larch 13 , ICJO-+: Uren Elmo . 

who resides ncar l( nngston. Iowa, ;im1 ma r.

ried ::\ellie Urock w ay. b1· \Vh tl lll he had 

three chil drL'n, Harry , } 'carl. and \"iulct: 

J ohn \\'hire and Do,-e .\lmda G .. both at 

home; Oli1·c ..\largnt: r ite. the 11 ifc o f ..\lariu 

Van Cranach. .-\~ th r~ yea r~ passed. ..\ I r. 
Avery prospered illl h is ttndertaking·s . and 

was long kii OIVn ;-;s r,m· of li1c ~uccessiu l 

and prominent ag-ri cultu r ists and horticn l

turists o f Des ..\ fr•i!lcS CtHllltl·. H e started 

out in life amid .un fa yorable circu!llstances, 

but realizing that Iabor is · the basis o f all 

success, h e 1\"0rkcd persisLently and ener

getically. Brooking nv ubstacles that coul d 

be overcome by dete rm ined anJ h on0rablc 

effort, he arhanccd by consecutive ~ t eps: 

and as his capital inc reased . he made judi

cious investments in real estate that brought 

him a han dso!lle return. Cltimateh· he he

came the 0\mer oi t racts of land in different 

parts of the county ami State, hi s real ty 

possessions aggregating t11·n thousand 

three hundrcJ ancl nin~ acres. H e left to 

each of his child ren a gnodly heritage, 

\vhich he had acc nm ulatl'll b1· hrJtleSt. pe r

sisten t cfio rt . ..\luJfl'< liTr. in his bu s in cs~ 

caree r ..\ lr. _\wn- 11·a s t hnrong-hl y reliable:. 

and his pa th to :' tlCL'L·~, 11 a~ ncnT stn' \l·n 

Wi th the \ITeCkS o f otllL"r llll' l l·~ t ll rtl! nCS. 

In hi s rel igious faith ..\ Jr. Avery was a 

..\[etlwcli~t. 11·as a mos t eamest and help

ful 11·orkcr in the church. an d contributcu 

liberally to its support. H e se r ved as cl <Jss

!eacle r oi hi s church. and he er ected a house 

of worship, called Shiloh church. on hi s 

farm in l "nion township. Tlll' re is also 

up l'l1 th e o ld homestead a cemetery known 

as t he A ycry cemetery. \\' h ich his fa ther , 

l~ ube.rt _-\\-en·. donated to t he to ll'nship. H e 

• be ~(1 Irgc·d to the ..\lason ic iraternity, and 

\\.;S thoro~1 g·bly con\·er:;;mt with its work, 

its teachings. and its tenets. He owned 

a h ome in ..\ l ount Plca,;ant. Iowa. where 

h e lil'ed while eduL·ating h is ch ildren . The 

cause of education fuun d in him a warm 

iri cncl . and he 11·as a helpful supporte r of the 

Ir)\\·a \Vcs lcyan College . h oldi ng six schobr

ships ther ein , and makin g frequent ancl 

generous donations thereto. His life was 

hon orable. hi ::. actions manly and sincere. 

and the world is better for h is haYing lived. 

He died D ec. 13. 1888, but his memory is 

yet cherished by many f ri end,; as well as hi s 

immediate family. In politics he was a 

stanch R epublican. 

HENRY RITTER. 

Ho:--:ornDLE e c:'\ RY RITTER is 110\\' living 

a r etired life at hi s beautiful home at 1837 

Sunnyside A venue. in Dnrlington. For 

many years h is actiYity in the bus iness world 

was con tinuo us and fa r-reaching. and as the 

res ult o f h is close appl ication tu his work . 

his per ,;istcncc n i purpo~c. an_d his honor

al;k• <le:·!ling-. he k h "II'•)!] .c::-rcat c.ucccss anrl 

a lsn an untamishecl name in business and 
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DES MOINES COUNTY, IOWA. 

!'ocial circles. He has been honored ·with 
the highe5t office in the giit of the people of 

tl!tc city and has been representative of this 

<fistrict in the State Legislature. which office 
hie is still holding. Henry Ritter is a son 

O!f John C. and Mary (Kuntz) Ritter, and 

"11·as born in Ft. :\ladison, Lee county. Iowa, 
Oct. r9, 1852. His father was a native of 
Prussia, and was born Sept. IO, 1817. After 
serYing the Pruss ian army fur two years he 

came to America in 1842 by way of Balti
more, and settled first in Smithland, Ky. , 

Burlington & Quincy RailroaJ shops m 
\\'est Burlington : Denedict V., is en.gageLl 

in brickmaking in Denver , Colo. :\1 r . Ritter 
received his substantial education in the 

parochial schools of Ft. :\ laJison and in 
Pierson llusiness College of the same city. 

He attendcJ during winter terms only, and 
worked ·the rest of the year. He remained 
under the parental roof till he ,,·as about 

twenty years of age. and learned all the arts 
of_ brickmaking with his father. His first 

. situation with strangers was that of a clerk 

where he learned the trade of _bricklaying _.rn·tTle ~rocery store of A. C. Cattermole, in 
and brickmaking. His residence in Sntith- Ft. ?daclison. Oct. 29, 1872, he came to 
Rand, Ky., and Cincinnati, Ohio, lasted for Burlington, ancl entC'recl the large grocery 
some three yC'ars. when he moved to St. of H. E. Hunt on :\lain Street as clerk, and 
L ouis, :\Io. , where he remaincLl for a few Ia ter as bookkeeper, ,,·here he \Vas engaged 
}f:a rs e1igagcd in the burning of Jjrick. for the following six winters. The summer 
S oon after this he came to Io\Ya and located months ·wrrc !'pent hy him conducting a 
in Ft. r-Iadison, bought a strip of ground, brickyard for his father. In r87G he started · 

and in 1847 began to manufacture all kinds 
o f brick. He was thus employed till hi s 

death, ·which occurred July 29, r885 . His 
life was honest and upright, ancl he \\·as a 
genuine pioneer leader. He belonged to the 
DeT11ocratic party, am! was township tru stee 
of ·washington township, Lee county, for 

some years. The mother of our subject came 
to this country with her parents when about 
eleven or t\\·elve years of age. They settled 

in Des I\Ioines county in r8.+8, locating on 
a farm in what is known as the Hunt settle
ment, about three miles south of Burlington. 

She ·was married in r8-t9 and died in 186; , 
having been the r1other of ten children, of 
whom five are living: Henry, of this re

view: John, marrieJ :\nna Galm , and is a 
brickmaker residing in Burlington ; Joseph, 

a twin of John, married :\Iiss Ellie Durger, 
t) f Dcad·woocl, S. Dak.. and Jives in Iona, S . 
Dak .. on a ranch: l\[ary, is th e wife of 

Frank \\ 'eidman, who works in the Chicago, 

a brickyard nf his own on Sunnyside Ave
nue. where he employccl a great many men 
making- all kinds of brick for Iowa and Illi
nois markets. After some twenty-seven 
years in this business he sold otit his brick

yard, and has bc!:n retired since H)O.f. 

N ov. 28, r8;6, :\lr. Ritter was married to 
l\Iiss Minnie Vorwerk, daughter of Anton 
and Clara (Eversman) Vorwerk. :.Irs. 

Ritter was born in Burlington, Iowa. July 

20, 1854, and received her first instructions 
in the private school of :\Iiss :\lercy Lewis, 
and later pursueJ her studies in St. Paul's 
parochial sci .. 'ol, which was the first school 
to have sisters known as Blessed Virgin 
:\Iary 's. l\f r. Vorwerk was born in Olden

burg. Germany, Dec. 8, 1827, and came to 
America in 18-J.<). making the trip in an old

time sailing vessel in one hundred da~·s , land
ing in New Orleans. where ::\Ir. Vorwerk 
celebratccl his twenty-first birthday. He lo

cated in Quincy , Ill., where he became pro-
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:\nton Herbert, born Aug. q, I893, died 

;\ov. I , 1893. The deceased children are all 
buried in Sacred Heart cemetery. 

.:Jlr. and :\Irs. Ritter are devoted and con

sistent members of St. John's Catholic 
church, of which church the former is a 
member of the finance committee. Mr. Rit

ter is also a member of St. John's Benevo
lent Society and the Roman Catholic l\1 utual 
Protective of Iowa. In politics he has 
always been a leader in the Democratic 

party, and has devoted much time and at
tention to the promotion and arlv9-ncemerU 
of the same. In I 888 he was elected al~er
man-at-large, and held this office with great 

credit and ability till r8g6. In 1903 he was 
the Democratic nominee as a representative 
of the twentieth district to the State Legis

iature, and was unanimously elected, defeat
ing Peter Hanson, of "Cnion towmhip. Ilv 

amendment of the constitution :\Ir. Ritter 
will hold over another term to the Legis
lature, as the elections are now biennial in
stead of annual. 

While l\lr. and J\Irs . Ritter were in Des 
Moines they made many warm friends. who 

await their return with pleasure. In I884 
they erected their handsome residence on 

Sunnysiue Avenue, which joins Ritter's 
park, also owned by Mr. Hitter, and the 
whole place is one of the most modern and 
attractive homes in the city. Since this 

worthy couple lost their children they have 
spent much time in traveling in all parts of 

the United States. Surely J\Ir. Ritter is to 
be congratubtecl upon the great success 
with which he has met in business and social 
circles. His early life was full of trials and 

struggles. as he began empty handed , hav
ing nothing to depend on except that which 

his activity and indu stry brought him. His 

days of lahnr " ·ere long and h;ud. but being 

blessed with a rugged constitution he was 

cnablec.l to toil on, and in the course of time 

became one of the leading business men of 

I \urlington, and later was enabled to retire 

from active business and enjoy his labors 
of the past. He is a man possessing a large, 

warm heart, and his hundreds of friends 
have long recognized in him one that is 

true to himself as well as true and loyal to 
others. His record in business •vas without 
on~ blot, as he ever fulfilled his contracts to 

-the very letter, firmly believing that honesty 
.. <~n(filprjghtness in life are the best and safest 

watchwords. He is blessed with a true and 
loving wife, who has eYer stood by his side 
ready to assist at all times. Her kind and 

loving deeds have reached many in distress. 
and her quiet and beautiful manner, together 

with her many accomplishments, have made 
her many friends and admirers. 

JAMES VANNICK 

]AMES VANNICE, who started out m 
life for himself at a very early age, anc! 
with a brave spirit and strong determina
tion met the difficulties and obstacles that 
lay in his path. has worked his way up
ward to success, and is now classed with 

the leading agriculturists of Des :\Ioines 
county. The experiences of pioneer life 
in the wild \Vest ha,·e been his, and for 

many years .1s portion was that of unre
mitting toil , but his persistency of pur
pose and capable management have made 

him to-day one of the most prosperous 
farmers of eastern Iowa. 

l\lr. Vannice claims Indiana as his 

natal State. hein~ horn in S'xitzerland 
wunty. Indiana, ,\pril II, 1R33. He came 




