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J:;G HISTORY OF \L·\PELLO COC~TY 

I 88n he turned his attention tn his pre5ent field lli business 
activity and fur the past quarter uf a century has dealt ntensively 
in tlour._ f_eed and grain. Success has_ attended the undertaking 
1n grat1ty1ng degree and be has long been numbered among the 
prosperous and representative merchants of Ottumwa. 

On the 18th of .\Jay~ d:l65 . .\lr. Jones \Yas united in mar
riage to .\liss Catherine \\'hipplc. a native of ::\e\v York and a 
daughter of A.mi D. and SaYina (.\Jarsh) \\'hippie. who were 
born in .:\ ew "York and Pennsylvania respectively. They came 
to Iowa about 18++ and spent the remainder nf their li\·es in this 
state. \lr. and .\Irs. Jones became the parents of two children, 
namely: Etta .\I.. who is the ,,·ife of Henry Daggett; and Carrie 
.\I., who is the '' idmv of Ralph Emerson and nmv li,·es with her 
parents. 

In his political views ~\lr. Jones is a republican. He ably 
served as a member of the board of supervisor~ for three years 
and has alsu been on the school board for nine years. the cause · 
uf education ever finding in hin1 a stalwart champion. His 
religious faith is indicated by his membership in the First Con
gregational church. He possesses those sterling trait~ of char
acter which in e\·ery land and clime \\·in confidence. respect 
and good-will, and by the consensus of public opinion he is 
accorded a place among the valued citizens of \Vapello county, 
which has remained his home during almost two-thirds of a 
centun·. 

HO:'\. JOH;\ F. \VEBBER. 

lion. John F. \Vebber, state senator and member of the· 
Ottumwa bar, has engaged in law practice in this city since 
September, 1902. He was born in Ferris. Tllinois. September 
26, r87+ His father. \Villiam J. \Vebber, was born in Balti
more. ~Jaryland. February 5· r8+S· and in r8s3 came to Iowa, 
but removed frnm Keokuk to Clark couutv . .\lissouri, and in 
186.3 went to Hancock. Illinois. He made fa-rming his lifework, . 
following that pursuit until called to his final rest on the 8th of · 
February, 1913. His Yvidow, who bore the maiden name of 
l\Iary Ann Pilkington, was born in Hancock county, Illinois, 
November -f. r 8so~ and is now living in Carthage, Illinois. They 
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mt director and lecturer on the history and 
:riticism of art at the Villa Collina. Ridente, a 
:enter for European and international study, 
ocated at Florence, Italy; John Andrew will 
~aduate from Dartmouth College in 1931. 

CHARLES BROWN WHELPLEY, JR., has been con
leeted with the schools of Belle Plaine since 1925, 
a.nd since 1928 has headed the school system in 
;hat very progressive community of Benton 
County. 

Mr. Whelpley was born in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
November 17, 1900. His father is Dr. Charles 
B. Whelpley, an eminent doctor of dental sur
gery who has practiced at Cedar Rapids for 
many years. Doctor Whelpley was born in New 
Brunswick, Canada, attended school there and 
completed his training in dentistry at the Johns 
Hopkins University. He married, in Minneapolis, 
Miss Hattie Brittion, also a native of New Bruns
wick. Both of them are of English ancestry. 
Doctor Whelpley was born in 1864 and his wife 
in 1866. After his marriage Doctor Whelpley 
began practice at Cedar Rapids. The profession 
of dentistry has been subjected to almost revo
lutionary changes in methods and processes and 
technical improvements since he started prac
tice, but he has never lost touch with the cur
r( ~tatus of the profession, and his years of 
el, }ence have supplemented his study and his 
frequent contact with dental clinics, so that today 
he is as much an outstanding leader in dental 
surgery as he was thirty years ago. He has 
also done much to encourage and assist young 
men in preparing themselves for careers in his 
chosen vocation. Doctor Whelpley is a man of 
interesting attainments and accomplishments. 
During his youth in New Brunswick he won the 
championship as a long distance skater. During 
the height of the bicycle craze he was a racer 
who took many honors. In his later -years his 
diversions have been chiefly his church and the 
Masonic fraternity. He is a vestryman of the 
Episcopal Church and in 1915 was given the 
distinguished honor of the thirty-third degree in 
Scottish Rite Masonry. He has held many official 
honors in both the Scottish and York Rites and 
is a past grand high priest of the Iowa Royal 
Arch Chapter. Doctor and Mrs. Whelpley have 
five children. The oldest, Medley, has enjoyed a 
remarkable rise to prominence in New York fi
nancial cireles. He went to New York City in 
1912, entered banking, and when the war came 
on joined the Plattsburg Citizens Training 
Camp. He was commissioned a captain in the 
Three Hundred Fifth Artillery, Seventh-seventh 
Division, was on the western front at Chateau 
Thierry and the Meuse Argonne, and was gassed 
during his service. After the war he returned 
to New York City, where he is now president 
of the American Express Trust & Banking Com
pany. The younger children of Doctor Whelp
ley and wife are: Alberta, wife of Robert Safley, 
of Cedar Rapids; Charles B., .Jr.; Marie, wife 

0 

of Dr. Lloyd Patrick; and Norman, • student 
in the University of Iowa. 

Charles Brown Whelpley, Jr., was attending 
the Washington High School in Cedar Rapids 
when America entered the World war and left 
school to join the Great Lakes Naval Training 
Station near Chicago. Within ten days he was 
assigned to tr.ansport duty and went overseas 
with convoys four times. He was in the service 
two years, nine months, ranking as pharmacist 
mate of the second class. Since the war he has 
kept in touch with ex-service men as a member 
of the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. He was honorably discharged August 19, · 
1919, and subse:;uently entered Coe College at 
Cedar Rapids, where he majored in chemistry 
and was graduated Bachelor of Science in 1925. 
Since then he has done summer work at the Uni
versity of Iowa, earning credit toward the Master 
of Arts degree. · 

Mr. Whelpley came to Belle Plaine in 1925 as 
an instructor in the high school, the following 
year was made principal, and in 1928 advanced 
to superintendent of the Belle Plaine school 
system. He is a .member of the Masonic Lodge 
and he and his wife belong to the Episcopal 
Church. 

He married Miss Marjorie E. Simmons, 
daughter of E. L. Simmons, of Cedar Rapids. 
She attended school in that city and was a 
teacher until her marriage. 

J~RN·. ~- W:~. whose tragic death was re
garded as a calamity in the City of Ottumwa, 
where he had lived so many years, was an able 
lawyer, had been a member of the State Senate, 
and was a citizen whose abilities had been trusted 
in a wide range of public and professional 
relationships. 

He was born at Paris, Illinois, September 26, 
1874, son of William J. Webber and Mary Ann 
(Pilkington) Webber. He grew up ·in Hancock 
County, Illinois, attended public schools there 
and was a graduate of the law department of 
the University of Iowa. For several years he 
was traveling representative of a farm imple
ment house and in September, 1902, engaged in 
the pracetice of law at Ottumwa. He was an 
active member of the bar for a quarter of a cen
tury. He was also one of the directors of the 
Ottumwa National Bank, the Wapello County 
Savings Bank and the Blakesburg Savings Bank. 

Mr. Webber was a Democrat in politics. He 
was elected to the State Senate in 1910 and be
came a member of the ways and means, appro
priations, judiciary and other committees. He 
was one of the authors of the Employers' Lia
bility or Workmen's Compensation Law passed 
in the Thirty-fifth General Assembly. 

Mr. and Mrs. Webber were Methodists. He 
was affiliated with the B. P. 0. Elks, Ancient 
Order of United Workmen, was a member of the 
Wapello and Country Clubs .. He married, .Octo
ber 2, 1900, Miss Estella L. Bailey, who was. 
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also born at Paris, Illinois, daughter of George 
W. and Eliza (Ward) Bailey. Mrs. Webber, 
who resides at Ottumwa, is a member of the 
P. E. 0. Sisterhood, and is the mother of two 
sons: John F., born November 22, 1905, and 
Bailey C., born February 14, 1910. 

DAVID CHARLES MOTT has occupied a prominent 
place in the confidence and good will of the 
people of Iowa for many years. Newspaper man, 
author and public official, he has· established a 
record for public service that will stand as a 
monument to his career, which has covered a 
period of seventy-three years. 

Mr. Mott was born in Washington County, 
Ohio, March 23, 1858, a son of George W. and 
Abigail (Ball) Mott. On· his father's side he 
traces his ancestry back to Adam Mott, who 
immigrated from England to New Amsterdam in 
1642. His great-grandfather was John Mott, who 
was the father of William Mott, who married 
Sarah Edgerton. Georg.e W. Mott was born in 
Monroe County, Ohio, June 21, 1834, and died in 
Cedar County, Iowa, February 13, 1898. He 
married Abigail Ball, who was born in Jefferson 
County, Ohio, June 6, 1835, and died at Pasa
dena, California, March 6, 1918. She was a 
daughter of David and Juliana (Parsons) Ball, 
the .former having been a member of the Ohio 
State Legislature in 1850. 

After attending public school David Charles 
Mott received one year's training at Friends 
Academy, Barnesville, Ohio. Following this he 
entered upon a career which has brought him 
numerous honors and in which he has been hon
ored by his fellow citizens in various ways. A 
Republican in his .political sentiment, he was a 
member of the City Council of What Cheer, Iowa, 
from 1891 to 1893, and likewise filled the position 
of postmaster at that time. He was a member 
of the Thirtieth and Thirty-first General Assem
blies, in 1904 and 1906, where he rendered con
structive service, and from 1910 until 1919 was 
a member of the state board of parole. He has 
been a resident of Des Moines since 1922. 

Like many newspaper men, Mr. Mott started 
his career as a country school teacher, being 
engaged thus from 1877 until 1880. In the latter 
year he took up farming, which he followed until 
1888, when the journalistic urge brought him into 
that profession, he being editor of the What 
Cheer Patriot from 1888 until 1893, the Tipton 
Advertiser from 1893 until 1897, the Audubon 
Republican from 1897 until 1905, and the Ma
rengo Republican from 1907 until 1913. Con
nected with his newspaper activities Mr. Mott 
has done considerable literary work of a highly 
creditable character. He is the author of Fifty 
Years in Iowa, Early Iowa Newspapers and 
numerous historical articles connected with the 
Annals of I ow a, of which periodical he has been 
since 1920 associate editor. During the World 
war Mr. Mott assisted in the loan drives at Ma
rengo and likewise gave instruction to illiterate 
soldiers at the Y. M. C. A. at Camp Dodge. He 

is a Son of the American Revolution, and was 
president of the state society in .1910 and regis
trar from 1922 until 1931. He belongs to the 
American Red Cross, the Pioneer Lawmakers 
Association (of which he was secretary from 
1923 until 1931) and the ·Frontier Club. Mr. 
Mott is likewise a Blue Lodge Mason. He main
tains offices in the State Historical Building, and 
his pleasant home is situated at 628 Thirty
seventh Street. 

On September 7, 1881, Mr. Mott married Mary 
Esther Tipton, who was born in Linn County, 
Iowa, January 25, 1860, daughter of Samuel and 
Sarah (Bundy) Tipton. To this union there have 
been born the following children: Russell G., 
born April 16, 1884, died August 20, 1909; Frank 
Luther, born April 4, 1886, director of the School 
of Journalism at S. U. I., who married Vera 
Ingram; Ethel A., born September 29, 1889, now 
the wife of Lloyd A. Truitt, of Helena, Okla
homa; and Mildred S., born March 9, 1895, now 
the wife of Clarence L. Pickard, of Ames, Iowa. 

WALTER ALBERT JESSUP, president of the Uni
versity of Iowa since 1916, has won numerous 
distinctions as a specialist in the field of educa-

. tional administration. · 
He was born in Richmond, Indiana, August 12, 

1877, son of Albert S. and Anna (Goodrich) 
Jessup. He attended the leading Quaker insti
tution of learning in the Middle West, Earlham 
College, at Richmond, Indiana, where he grad
uated A. B. in 1903. Hanover College of Indi
ana gave him the Master of Arts degree in 1908. 
In 1911 he won his Doctor of Philosophy degree 
at Columbia University of New York, and the 
University of Wisconsin in 1922 made him a 
Doctor of Laws and the same honorary degree 
was bestowed by Indiana University and the 
University of Missouri in 1928 and Columbia 
University in 1929. 

He began teaching in his native state at an 
early age and from 1900 to 1907 was superin
tendent of schools at Westville, Indiana, and at 
Madison, Indiana, during 1907-09. 

..... In 1911 he became dean of the school of educa
tion of Indiana University and in 1912 accepted 
the call to the University of Iowa as dean of the 
college of education, from which post he was 
promoted to president in 1916. During his ad
ministration the university has grown to recog
nition as one of the truly great universities of 
the country, most of the plans he visualized for 
the school years ago having now been realized. 

In 1927 he was honored with election as presi
dent of the National Association of State Uni
versities, in which he is also permanent delegate 
to the council on education of the American Med
ical Association and chairman of several impor
tant committees. He is a member of the council 
of 100 of the American Association for Adult 
Education and is a member of the National 
Council on Education, National Council on Re
ligion in Higher Education, Carnegie Corpora
tion Library Sub-committee, and many other edu-
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Welcome, 

Family Tree Print & Share Community DNA · Center Store 

Try out the New Ancestry Search 

You searched for John F. Webber in Iowa 

Save record to someone in 
my tree 

Comments and Corrections 

E-mail image to a friend 

~View printer-friendly 

Not sure where to start? Often 

it's helpful to contact others 

who share your research 

interests: 
Find others searching for .John 
·r Hehber 

1910 United States Federal Census 

Narne: John T Hebber 
[John FWebber] £ 

Age in 1910: 35 

Estimated Birth abt 1875 

Year: 

Birthplace: Illinois 

Relation to Head Head 

of House: 

Father's Birth Maryland 

Place: 

nHl£>,..'0' .f3:irtft Illinois 

Place: 

Spouse's Name: Estella B 

View origin 
·~ image 

View blank 

Home in 1910: Ottumwa Ward 3, Wapello, Iowa 

JV!arital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Neighbors: 

Household Name 

Members: 
Age 

35 

32 

4 

2/12 

24 

22 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=1910USCenindex%2c&rank=0&=%2c%2... 3/20/2009 
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HISTORY OF \V.-\PELLO COCi\TY 1;\!1 

had two children: Charle~ A .. who is now a resident of Jo,,·a 

City, Iowa, a tid John F. 
The latter became a public-school pupil in Hancock county. 

Illinois, and afterward became a student in the law department 
of the State l'niversity of Iowa, from which he was graduated. 
He likewise pursued an academic course in Carthage College at 
Carthage, lllino.is, and upon the broad foundation of good clas
sical training he builded the superstructure of his professional 
knowledge. After leaving school he went upon the road, travel
ing for a farm implement house for three years. He then entered 
upon the practice of la\Y, opening an office in Ottum,va in Sep
tember, 1902. Here he conducts a general la\v practice. bur 
gives particular attention to farm mortgages and investments 
and ~s regarded as a capable and enterprising business man. He 
is also a stockholder and one of the directors in the Ottumwa 
National Bank and the \Vapello County Savings Bank of 
Ottumwa and the Blakesburg Savings Bank at; Blakesburg. 

(jowa. His judgment is sound. his enterprise unfaltering and his 
· ..... laudable ambition and even paced energy have carried hirn into 

important relations. 
On the 2d of October, 1900. :\lr. \Vebber was united in mar-

riage to lVliss Estella L. Bailey. \Yho was born in Ferris, Illinois, 
a daughter of George \Y. and Eliza (\Yard) Bailey. the former 
a farmer by occupation. but now living retired. :\lr. and :\Irs. 
Webber are the parents of two sons: John F .. born :\ovember 

22, 1905, and Bailey C.. born February q. 1910. 
The family attend the \ Iethodist church, in which :\lr. and 

lVlrs. Webber hold membership. He also belongs to the Benevo
lent Protective Order of Elks, the _-\ncient Order of C nited 
':'orkmen and the Yeomen. \vhile along more strictly social lines 
hts connection is with the \Yapello and the Country Clubs. :\lrs. 
Webber is a member of the P. E. 0. Societv, the Legislati,·e 
Ladies League of Iowa and other social and. literary clubs of 
Ottumwa. His political indorsement is given the democratic 
party, and in 1910 he was elected tn reprcse11t his district in the 
~ate senate for a four vearS term, so that he is the prc<ent incum-
bent m the office. Durio g the scssi ons of the general assembl v he 
bas:.roven his loyalty to the best interests of the commomHalth 
Y IS stalwart champ10nshq.1 ot many measures tor the general 

good H · . . . . ]' . · e IS a member ot 'vavs and means. a pprupnauons. JUOI-

~:ary and other important co.mmittecs and ha> been recognized 
a leader in all legislation pertaining tn taxation matters and 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Ll\\ • 'teking tu .s•!\ ern pubb .. : tndnics. He ha:- is·> taken an 
Important p.1rt ;n ~c,uring the pa~~ag:: •Jl ctn.l '~ one of th 

1 . 1 1 . , . b'' e aut wr~ ot LW prc.~cnt tmp OH"r ~~.'a: Ltt; ·lr\'.•Jrkmcn's compen-
::;auon L1\\' p<tS~ed In the rh;rt\-tlttll .[cncral :b~t..mtds. He· - ·· · . ~ IS 
\Ytdely known aud pupular. lL:- friends anJ klLJ\\S feel that he 
has briJad kncm ledge uf vital queqiun~ and hSut·s of the da 

J l l . ' , . y 
anu t.lat JJS poSition upon tmportant 'lucstHJll~ r' >lunded upon 
a publil·-~pi ritni dt\'fJtitln tu the g:cnt·ral guud 

Ll :\'COL.:'\ Dl \I \liTT 

In pi(jncer rimes the D[mmltt L1mil\ .,,a, established in 
\Yapellu cnunr\' alld Jt \\a~ upnn the .l\d ]),,rnt'~l\.',J'! that Lincoln 
Dimmitt \\:IS horn. February Jfl, r8(Hl, llt' pareiib being Beniah 
and Elizabeth .\nn \P<lggeti Dnnmltt. \\h,; ,.,ere natives of 
Indiana. Rcmi)vin£; "e~t\\ard t<.i I<l\\:i. they settied in Wapello 
county in i847· That tl11~ \Yas largely a \\'ild and undeveloped 
section nf the ~tate is indicated in the faL:t rhar there \YaS much of 
the land ~till in pi!S~c~~Hln the gnYernnll'nt :n1d lkiliah Dimmitt 
entered a claim. \\'hich he converted int(! :.l g1 farm. Not a 
furnl\\' had been turned nor an impn)\'Cnh:nt mad.c upon the 
place \Yhcn it can1c> intu his pc,~scssion. but nirll characteristic 
u1er~~ he began the \Yurk 1)1 bn:<Jkin~ the Stld <l!;,{ tilling the soil, 
his labors ultimate!\ rc~ulting lit tl1o: han-c~tmg of good crops. 
B<lth he and hi~ ~Yifc remained upnn that place until called to 
their rin<~l r~.·::;t, .\Ir. Uimntltt ,hinrr nn thv r ith of Februarv, . ~ ':" . ~ 

!Xf.~. \Yhilc the death ,,f hi~ nifc lh.'l'Urred in October, 1906. In 
their famil~ were eight children, of \\lwm li'.·e are yet living: 
Lincoln, tlf thi~ rc\in\: Laura: Ben!ah, nu,,· iiYing in Seattle. 
\\-ashingwn: s,unud. a re~idcnt fanner nl Dald<l!'iCga township: 
3nd TP; '1crr. >sh<ISC lwme is in f daltu 

Lincoln Dirnmitt continued upqn the nld nncstead untilhe 
attained l11s maj,HitY, ,md hi~ v<mtl1fu! da\~ \YC:-t di\·idedbetween 
the" ork nf the. ~ch<-lol ro•1m, t-he pleasures <d. the playground and 
the tasks thJt c1rnc ro him in connection with the cultivation ot 

' l 

the field~. He earlY assisted his father in Lnm work and ga111eu 
that c.\[Wricncc \\ h-ich made him c1pablc \\hen he started out.in 
businbs life (1!1 his nwn al~count. \Vhen he attained his majontl 
he began !arming in D<lhl()nega tm\'mhip ()!i fifty acres of land 
\\'hich he rented. and Luer he purdused the Lrm of three hun· 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Kindly furnish on this sheet _the necessary data for a personal sketch and return at your early convenience. Every 
question is important. 

OJqr ~tatnriral irpartmrnt nf 1Jnhta 
--

DES MOINES, IOWA 

EDGAR R. HARLAN, CURATOR 

10. Emigrated to America, when----·-···-------------·-·-··----·············--------------------·--- ............ -·-·--·-------··----------··----------------------------------------------------------

- ':ii... 

I I. First migrated to what date and county, whether born abroad or in Jfmerica-----·-------------------------·· -----------------------------------
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) 

JOHN F. WEBBER 
OF OTTUMWA 

DEMOCRATIC- CANDIDATE 

FOJ?. STATE SENATOR 

:rr am in receipt of' your letter of' Aug. 27th: enclosing 
blank for ~~ to f'ill out and return to yo~, and I have according!~ 
filled the same in the best manner possible at this time and I 
trust that the srune will meet your requirements in every particular. 
]_ have no photograph> available at this time that r can send to 
you but I will be pleased to furnish you one at an early date. 

VJery. truly, 

-·· ·----·'--· -·-· ----·--·-------=----
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36. .Ruthor of books or pamphlets, with titles and publishers in full and dates of publication ~~~~ ~ ~------·-----·· 

FAMILY HISTORY 

I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

~~«A(.i~······································ 
::~:::,m:~::~=~·····~·~~:::·: •.•••..•..... .•.••••••••..••••.•••••..••.•.••••• ············ 
Date of his or her birth ----~----·----7----~------/f-7-?-~~--------~-~-----
Place ofhls or her birth------~------~,------~~-~ .. ~-- -G<..~ $4-'fl~-----

To whom married 

6. Religious denomination-----------· 

7. Date of his or her death-~----------

8. Place of his or Iter~ death ........ 

'· P'•"" •I "•"' h"' '"''•' ... .. ..... ... . ... :· . . ....k-~-: .... 
10. Father':r full name ...... ~~~------~~---------
1 I. Born where and when.:c ... ~ ---'--~--'-·1----~~--~r----'~-----~----~F~ZJ ..................... . 
12. Occup::.tion of his or her father.~---· --~----------- ........................... ~ ....... ~~ .... ~ .. -. .. ~ ........... ~ ....................... .. 
13. Hi.s or hermother'.sfull name ..... ~7 ----~~-~-4-
14. Born when and where .. ~-:-.-~-~---fiif: ... ~f-----:--~ .... /R&. .. ..:J>. ... ............. .. 

15. Parents' re&ldence at time of their marriage. ----~-~-----,-~-• .. ~-----~/--------------- .. .. 

···;;,;z~;;;:::;·~-~;;-~ 
~-~ ~~e ~~--... ,1t--~ c::~;./~··~ 

# (/ 
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1. 

·~ 

.l 

~~,~ 

L To whom mizrf'ied second 9· Place of his or her burial ................... . 

2. Date of marriage I 0. Father's full 

3. Place of marriage ... I I. Born where and 

4. Date of his or her birth-- I 2. Occupation of his or her father ... 

5. Place of his or her birth. 13. His or her mother's full 

6. Religious denominatiott 14. Born when and where 

7. Date of his or her death 15. Parent's residence at time of their marriage ....... --------------------------~-----

8. PTace •f his or her deafh 16. Miscellaneous remarks on their fD:tlt;ilY rr .. ......................................... . 
CHILDREN OF AND 
======·-=- .. --·-··-~ ·--- ·-- .=;=:-========:==========;:====:::;:=== 

NAME PLACE UJ> Blii.'rH !lATE 

~·-· 
. U~ !£:-

~.~~~ 
CHILDREN OF 

PLACE OF DEATH IJATE MARRIED TO WHOM WHERE 

y·' J, 

~-~'f:t' -~, 

~, /1 ,, 

AND 

-~~~-----~ 
r~/. -·/ 

DA'f'k -··.. ~-- ~j.:!:~~--"i~q-'lt~} 
' ( I l" 

. 




