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Friday evening.
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our representative: in the Thirty: -
sixth .General Assembly was: very
dangerously i1], and day after da.y re g
ports: were less honer

In 187 "he“v‘vas married to Miss ay
Goodwln, ‘to 'them ' ‘were .born two
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sethled orf the farm' bhree miles north
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versity at Ames, Iowa and obtained a job as
Dietician at the Ottumwa Hospital. Ron
graduated from Iowa Lakes Community
College at Emmetsburg, Iowa, and then
started farming.

Ron married Bonnie Langfeldt December
2, 1978. Bonnie is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Freddie Langfeldt of Alvord, Iowa and
a graduate of Spencer School of Business.
Ron and Bonnie became the parents of three
sons: Jeremy Ron, Nov. 14, 1979; Benjamin
James, Dec. 17, 1981; Daniel William, Dec.
29, 1982.

by Velma Warren Pullen

WATTS, BLANCHE

F735

Blanche Watts

Miss Blanche Watts was born Dec. 23,
1883, in Clay County, the daughter of John
and Mary Watts. She received her education
in Spencer and taught school a few years.
Miss Watts was valedictorian of her Spencer
High School graduation class of 1902. She
received her bachelor of arts degree from
Morningside College and her masters of arts
in library science from Columbia University.
As a practicing librarian for some fifty five
years, spanning most of this century, Miss
Watts contributed a great deal to the devel-
opment of professional library service in a
number of states, through her distinguished
services in the fields of library education,
public librarianship, and academic librarian-
ship.

Miss Watts was a librarian in Cleveland,
Ohio for 26 years and also taught at the
University of Iowa summer school. She
served with distinction as librarian at Mor-
ningside College in Sioux City from 1957-
1958. She served as librarian at the Spencer
Public Library from 1958-1969. In her latter
position she was largely responsible for the
development of a library collection in which
the entire community can take considerable
pride. Miss Watts also worked diligently to

realize the dream of a new library for the
Spencer area, and the fact that this dream
was realized is due in no small part to her
efforts.

She was a member of the Spencer Woman’s
Club, the American Association of University
Women, Business and Professional Woman,
the Iowa Library Association, the Clay
County Historical Society, the Wesleyan
Service Guild, and was active in Grace United
Methodist Church of which she was a
longtime member.

Miss Watts was the recipient of numerous
honors for her library work throughout her
career. The final honor came in May, 1969,
when she was presented the Spencer Educa-
tion Association’s Distinguished Service
Award for outstanding contribution to the
community over a ten and a half year period.

Miss Watts died while taking a boat trip
down the Mississippi River on the the “Delta
Queen”, the last sternwheeler on the river
and to be the last voyage. Miss Watts was
accompanied by Miss Edna Walter, a close
friend. They left St. Paul, Minnesota Oct. 22,
1970 and were to arrive in New Orleans on
Nov. 2nd, when they were to fly back to
Spencer. Miss Watts died Oct. 29, 1970. She
is buried in Peterson, Iowa.

Lillian Tews and Parker Museum
Records

WEBB FAMILY

F736 -

William and Anna Stephen of Cornwall,
England had three daughters. All married
English husbands and all came to America.
Only one, Grace, found her way to Spencer
by way of Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Clear
Lake. She was born 8-23-1826 and arrived in
Spencer 1866. Her husband, Henry Webb
was born July 8, 1823. Henry died in Spencer
in 1884. Grace died 1903.

They were the parents of eight children,
four of whom attempted to plant their roots
in Clay County. William Webb was born in
1849 and he married May Goodwin, daughter
of James and Anna Goodwin, also a pioneer
family. Will and May farmed just west of the
North Y. They raised Percheon Horses and
Shorthorn Cattle. Will was a very successful
farmer, acquired considerable land, was
elected to the Iowa Legislature and served in
the 35 General Assembly. He died while in
office in 1914, May died in 1906. They had
two children, Grace who died in 1900, Roy
who was active in the community, the
Masonic Order, helped organize the Clay
County Fair and was it’s first president. The
home of the Parker Historical Society was the
former home of Roy Webb.

Jabez Webb married Ella Baker and they
farmed just north of the North Y for many
years. They had no children. They were good
neighbors, always ready to help wherever
needed.

A daughter Etta married Silas Taylor who
was a widower and had a son Mark. They
started farming just east of the present town
of Royal. In giving birth to a daughter Etta
died. The child was named Etta after her
mother and grew up in the home of her
grandfather Webb. She finished High School
in Spencer and later married William Thom-
as who taught in a college at Aberdeen South
Dakota.

Flora was the youngest daughter of Henry
and Grace Webb, born in 1866. She taught
school for a time, then married Louis Peeso
in 1896. Louis Peeso came to Spencer in 1870
with his parents M.M. and Lana Peeso. Louis
and Flora farmed just at the northeast edge
of Spencer and ran a milk route in town until
moving to 1012 North Grand in 1907.

They had only one child Lana, who gradu-
ated from the University of Nebraska, taught
school for awhile and then took the job of the
first director of Social Services in Clay
County. She married Robert Keir, a farmer
southwest of Spencer. They had three boys
and adopted an Austrian girl. Flora died in
1943, Louis in 1952 and Lana Keir in 1960.

by R. Keir

WEBER, WILLIAM A.
FAMILY

F737

Will and Christina Weber, wedding, March 22,
1905.

A worthy representative of the agricultural
interests of Sioux Twp. was William Albert
Weber (1880-1964). His father, Otto A.
Weber, who was a native of Germany, came
to the State of Iowa in 1866, first living in
Clayton County in eastern Iowa, where he
was married to Alberta Zieman of rural
Guttenberg, and where William, their oldest
son, was born on August 22, 1880.

In October of 1892 the Weber family,
consisting of Mr. and Mrs. Weber, William,
Rudolph (1883-1966), Clara (1885-1964), and
Cora (1887-1981), moved to Clay County
where Mr. Weber had purchased some land
in Sioux Twp. six miles northeast of Spencer.
Another daughter, Jessie (1894-) was born
here and it was on this farm that the Weber
children grew up. Otto Weber was a man who
loved animals and William and his brother
Rudolph learned very early in life how to feed
and care for cattle and also horses. Good care
of horses was very necessary in the early years

Bource: Igwa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



Towa: Its History and Its Foremost Citizens 1317
while on the maternal side he is a representative of one of the old families of the
Keystone state.  His parents, coming to Iowa in early life, were married in Akron
in 1878, the father having arrived in Towa in 1858 when a vouth of cighteen vears.

In the public schools of his native town Fred W. Sargent began his education,
which was continued in the State University of South Dakota at Vermillion. Later
he entered the State University of Towa at Towa City and completed a course in
the law department with the class of 1901, He then went to Sioux City, Iowa,
where he opened an office and entered upon active professional work, remaining
there for cleven vears, or until 1912, during which period he won a large and
growing clientage that connected him with many important litigated interests.  He
also served as city attorney of Sioux City from 1906 until 1910, making a most
creditable record in office through the faithful discharge of his duties and the
ability which he displayed in protecting the city’s interests. In 1912 he removed
from Sioux City to Des Moines to enter upon the duties of attorney for the Chi-
cago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad Company, representing the interests of the
corporation in Towa. He has made a close study of law affecting railroads and,
moreover, he has natural diserimination as to legal cthies and an analytical mind
that enables him to readily determine the points of law applicable to the questions
at issue.

On the 9th of January, 1902, in Flandreau. South Dakota. Mr. Sargent was
married to Miss Matic Minier. a daughter-of the late Friend Minier. They have
two sons: Minier, who was born January 13. 1908: and Haskell E.. born Teb-
ruary 20, 1910.

He and Mrs. Sargent hold membership in the Congregational church.  Mr.
Sargent has always been a republican in politics since age conferred upon him the
right of franchise. He is a chapter Mason and a Knight of Pythias and endeavors
to exemplify in his life the beneficent spirit upon which those orders rest. He
belongs also to the Des Moines Club, the Grant Club. the Golf and Country Club
and the Chamber of Commerce, and with the membership of those organizations is
popular and prominent. He has also attained an enviable position in professional
circles. his fellow members of the bar bearing testimony to his ability in the profes-
sion, particularly along that line in which he specializes.

HON. WILLIAM HEXNRY WEBB.

Hon. William Henry Webb, of Spencer. was representing his district in the general
assembly of Towa when death terminated his labors and left a community in sorrow.
for wherever he was known he had friends and his life exemplified the spirit of the
Emersonian philosophy that “the way to win a friend is to be one.”” There were
many sterling traits in his character. for added to untiring industry and well directed
perseverance there was unsullied integrity and unalloyved public spirit. v

Mr. Webh was a native of Armstrong county. Pennsylvania. born on the 7th of
Octoher. 1819. and was of Fnglish lineage. His father. Henry Webb. was a native
of England and in that country spent his bovhood and vouth. There he wedded
Grace Stevens. an English lady. and in 1848 thev sailed for the United States. Mr.

Webb spending six or eight vears as overseer of mines in Pennsylvania.  The oppor-
62
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1318 Iowa: Its History and Its Foremost Citizens

tunitics of the west, however, attracted him and he removed to Wisconsin, conducting
a mercantile establishment in Linden, that state, for a number of vears. He after-
ward removed to Latayette county, Wisconsin, where he continued business until
1874, when he came to Iowa, settling at Clear Lake. He passed away in Spencer in
188+ and his wife, having survived him for about nineteen years, died in the fall
of 1903.

William H. Webb accompanied his parents on their various removals but spent
much of his yvouth in Wisconsin and became his father’s assistant in the conduct and
management of his mercantile interests. He had reached the age of twenty-four
when the family came to Iowa. He afterward engaged in farming for a vear or two
and then completed arrangements for having a home of his own in his marriage to
Miss Eva May Goodwin, a daughter of the Hon. James Goodwin. a prominent Iowa
citizen, who for some years was actively engaged in business in Spencer. He was
also a leader in political affairs and for one term represented Clay and Palo Alto
counties in the state legislature. He prospered in his business undertakings and
became the owner of several hundred acres of land in Clay county, making him one of
its heaviest property holders.

The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Webb was celebrated at Clear Lake, Iowa, Sep-
tember 30, 1875, and soon afterward Mr. Webb became a merchant of Clear Iake,
where he conducted business for a few years. In 1877, however, he removed to Clay
county, settling upon the farm now owned by his son Roy. His first purchase made
him the owner of two hundred acres of wild land upon which not a furrow had lieen
turned nor an improvement made. He at once began to develop the place and soon
plowed ground indicated that he was preparing for later harvests. He fenced his
farm and divided it into fields of convenient size. He erected good buildings and
added other modern equipments and accessories, making his farm’'a profitable invest-
ment. To his original holdings he added as his financial resources increased until he
became the owner of eight hundred acres of very valuable land in Clay county. He
continued to direct his agricultural interests until 1899, when he left the farm and
removed to Spencer. It was the following vear that he lost his daughter. Anna Grace.
at the age of fifteen years. In the fall of 1900 he removed to Gettysburg, South
Dakota, where he began business, and he also opened a general store at Evarts, con-
ducting both enterprises for three vears. On the expiration of that period he sold
out and returned to Spencer, where on the 26th of July. 1906. his wife passed away.
Theirs was a very close companionship and her death brought the greatest sorrow
to Mr. Webb. She had many beautiful traits of character which endeared her to all
who knew her.

In the later vears of his life Mr. Webb gave his attention to the supervision of his
business and landed interests in the Dakotas. He owned four thousand acres in
Roberts and adjoining counties in South Dakota and his business affairs were ever
carefully, systematically and profitably conducted. While living on his farm in Clay
county 'he engaged quite extensively in breeding and selling shorthorn cattle, Poland
China hogs and Percheron horses, and was accounted one of the most prominent
live-stock dealers in his part of the state.

Mr. Webb was a member of the Masonic fraternity, in which he attained the
Knight Templur degree. He belonged also to the Grace Methodist Episcopal church,
served on the building committee at the time of the erection of the house of worship
and the church was named in honor of his daughter Grace. His donation to the

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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building smomnted to ahmost three thousand dollirs and lie was cver a generons sup
porter of the various departiments of the chureh work,  Indeed. uo zood work done
i the navie of charity or rodigion ever songht his aid iu vain, nor was he negleetin!
of his dutics of citizenship in any particular. He belisved not only that cvery anae
should have the vight of franchise. but regarded it as an ubligntion to exercise thai
right and thus work for the best interests of community. state and nation, s
alleginnee was ever given the republican party and frequently e was ealled to serce
in public positions of honor and trust. being 4 member of the state legislature at the
time of his death. He enjoved the high regard of his colleagues in the Tegislature and
he never regavded lightly work which came to him as an assistant in framing the
laws of the state. Hon. Edward H. Cunninglunn. who was speaker of the house of
representatives during Mr. Webb's connection therewith. paid him the highest pos-
sible tribute at the funeral and bore testimony to his unselfish public spirit when he
quoted a reply that Mr. Webb had made to his ( My, Cunningham’s) question as to the
committee on which he wished to serve.  The answer came: ‘T desire nothing but to
render the best service to the state of Towa and those who sent me here.” The friends
of Mr. Webb were numbered by the hundred. He had many traits admirable and
worthy of all praise, but among his many noble qualities was recognized his capacity
for friendship.  The universality of his fricndships interprets for us his intellectnnl
hospitality ‘and his breadth of sympathy.

S. B. DE PREL. M. D.
Dr. S0 B. De Pree. engaged in the practice of medicine at Sious Center. was born
' at Spring T.ake. Michigan. in August. 1875, his parents being the Rev. James and
Johanna (Balks) De Pree. the former a minister of the Duteh Reformed chureh. The
family was established in Towa in 1880, when the father came with his wife
children and accepted a pastorate at Stoux Center. The father-in-law of Dy, De Prec
was the pioneer minister of the Duteh Reformed churel in Towa,  The town of Sious

Center had not been founded when the De Pree family arrived in Sioux county. the

church being the principal building of the locality. The father continued in charge
of the chureh for thivty vears and his influence was a widely felt foree for good in
his community.  On leaving Sioux Center he removed to the state of Washington.
where he resided for a vear, and then returned to Town.  He now lives retired in
Sioux Center. where so many vears of his Jife have been passed in active serviee for
the uplift of mankind.

Dr. De Prec was but a voung Tad when the family came to this state. and has
lived to wituess many changes here as the settlements have been extended and as the
work of improvement has been carried forward. He was educated in the district
schools, in an academy at Orange City and in Hope College at Holland. Michigan.
and thus having gained a broad literary knowledge. he entered upon professional
training as a student in Rush Medical College of Chicago. from which he was gradu-
ated with the c¢lass of 1903, Tmmediately afterward he came to Sionx Center. where
he entered upon the practice of his profession. and in the passing vears he has met
with substantinl and growing success.  He now las an excellent practice among the

best class of citizens in his part of the state and his ability is widely recognized.  Fle

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Section 7
NE CORNER GOING SOUTH

CRUVER Monument
Wayne R. 1898-1909
Bertha R. 1874-1955
Marion Helene 1895-1974
Wallace B. 1862-1937
Sylvia C. 1860-1937
Hannah A, PELTON 1837-1919
Salem P. 1832-1908

GREEN Monument
Nellie G. WALTERS 1872-1935
Estella P, 6 Feb 1848-25 Oct 1927
Sherman J. 7 Nov 1847-14 Jun 1902

ANDERSON Monument, east side
Arnold B. 25 Jun 1889-25 Feb 1947
Grace H. 14 Aug 1888-20 May 1975,
his wife; George L. 4 Jan 1922
HAWN Monument, west side
George L. 16 Sep 1860-6 Dec 1902
Allie C, 21 Apr 1867-8 Aug 1949
Mama and Papa Hawn

DICKINSON Monument
Eldwin 8 Aug 1898-7 Apr 1918
Orman 18 Jan 1907-5 Sep 1907
Waunetta 18 Jan 1902-5 Aug 1902

WILCOX Monument

Nathan T. Co. D. 102 N.Y. Vol-
unteer, 26 Jan 1838-4 Jun 1924

Mary L. FAY, his wife, 29 Nov
1836-20 May 1911

E. Carrie Fay, Niece, 24 Jan
1875-21 Jan 1945, east side

Florilla Fay 1846-1928

JONES Monument
Amy B. 1883-1966
Morris W. 1883-1957

Celia J. 1877-1968
John O. 1876-1954

David O. 1848-1917
Rachel A, 1855-1937, W.R.Corps

WEBB Monument
William Henry 7 Oct 1849-2 May
1914; beloved wife of W.H.:
Eva May GOODWIN 9 May 1858-26 Jul
1906 -
James Henry, son of W.H. & E.M.
14 Apr - 24 Aug 1877

Anna Grace, only dau of W.H. & E.M.

14 Sep 1885-22 Aug 1900

RIVERSIDE CEMETERY

Roy Goodwin Webb 30 Sep 1878-

30 May 1942; 32 degrees Odd Fellows
Most Illustrious Grand Master

of Iowa 1929-1930

Pearl KINGSLEY Webb 14 Jul 1885

-13 Sep 1958

VERHAREN Monument

Charlotte 9 Aug 1845-1 Feb 1928
Frank 1 Nov 1843-25 Jan 1904

Lena V. GLOVER 22 May 1874~ 28
Jan 1959; Harry E. GLOVER 27 Dec
1872-8 Apr 1955; DAR Lydia Alden
Chapter marker

SEIBEL Monument

Carrol A. son of Henry 1915.
Mother Dina MOHME 1845-1920,
Women's Relief Corps; Father
Adolph C. 1839-1920, Veteran 61-65

Nanny Seibel, wife of A.J. FULTON
13 Dec 1872-29 Sep 1903

Robert J. Seibel 1921-1979

Edith M. Seibel 1889-1933

Henry A. Seibel 1883-1960

Anna M. BOYLAN 1868-1951

BECK Henry H. 1 Apr 1914-6 Apr 1914

GILLESPIE Monument

(

Marie H. 22 Nov 1912-1 Nov 1913

Mary R. Beck 1880-1958
Frank B. Beck 1887-1944

Veteran 61-65)
Daniel C. 29 Mar 1847-16 Apr 1926

Prances M. 12 Dec 1849-19 Jan 1937
Adelaide R.28Nov 1866-29 May 1967

James Edson 30 Apr 1870-3 Nov 1920
Agnes Mae Gillespie wife of David

J. PRICE 2 Nov 1885-26 Sep 1912

Maude M. G. LOOMER 16 Aug 1883-
28 Nov 1942; Clarence E. LOOMER
1 Sep 1876-9 Sep 1962

Lulu A. 18 Jul 1894-28 Jul 1976
Roy G. 1 Oct 1887-8 Feb 1949
Daniel C. Son of D.C. & F.M.
Gillespie 18 Jan 1881-3 Aug 1900
Edgar P. 19 May 1874-21 Jun 1939
Arthur D. 17 Sep 1872-17 Sep 1903

COLE Monument

Carrie B, 10 Dec 1865-12 Jun 1901
Carrie H. 7 Jun - 28 Jun 1901
Edwin E. 7 Apr 1856-31 Jan 1912

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteearéasnd staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Born: 7 @!’«% / ‘FW; "~ How to use post-em notes...
Died: P Ya
Your Name: 3 (required
Cemetery: RIVERSIDE
Location: SPENCER, RIVERTON TWP Your Email: (7] | (required
County: CLAY CO. - IOWA r ) _
Record Notes:  NO DATES LISTED Notify me when others post to this
Related Web Page: (optional) (2

URL: |
The information contained on this website was originally recorded by lowa - ]
WPA (Works Progress Administration) workers during late 1930's. In URL Title: i
2006 it was transcribed into a searchable electronic format. Note:
ired
® Search for additional lowa WPA Records (required)
® Learn more about WPA History
® Get answers to frequently asked questions about WPA accuracy.
® Visit the lowa Gravestone Photo Project. 4 You have 400 characters remaining.
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Post 3
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contributed for this record.
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Project Coordinator - Rich Lowe
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Home Family Tree Search Print & Share Community DNA
Try out the New Ancestry Search
You searched for Henry Webb in Iowa
'@ﬁ All 188¢ United States Federal Census Resulls
Page Tools 1880 United States Federal Census
égi Save record to someone in Name: Henry Webb
my free Home in 1880: Spencer, Clay, Iowa
lgl Save record to my shoebox ,
v Age: 56
& Comments and Corrections o .
. } Estimated Birth  abt 1824
E-mail image 1o a friend N
- Year:
=y View printer-friendly )
Birthplace: England
fion to Head  Self (Head )
Make a Connection of Household:
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who share your research birthplace: image
1Eterests. o Mother's England iew blank for
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Webb ; birthplace:
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read;/ write:

Blind:
Deafand dumb:

Otherwise
disa T}lea:

Idiotic or insane:

Members:

View others on page
Farmer

Married

White

Male

- View Image

Name Age
Henry Webb 56
srace Webb 53

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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