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50H HISTORY OF POWESHIEK COUNTY 

On the 6th of .\larch, 1895, Mr. Egul f was married to :Yiiss Ellen Simpson, 
a daughter o f ~amuel and Elizabeth (}ifdlwrath ) Simpson, who at that time 
were living in Antrim county, Ireland. .Ylr. Simpson attended the training 
school at Dublin ancl after his graduation was for thirty years engaged in 
teaching in the Carninney National School in Antrim county, Ireland. He is 
a man o f excellent education but is now living retired, engaging in farming 
on a •mall scale ior a pastime. ::VIr. and .\frs. Simpson spent two months in the 
L'nited States about nine yea rs ago visiting their daughter , .\Irs. Egulf. Three 
~hildren were born unto ::.r-r. and .\Irs. Egu.lf, the order of their birth being as 
follows : Alice Irene, aged fourteen years; Arthur, aged ten years; and Eliza
beth, who has passed her seventh anniversary. The children all attend the dis
trict No . 4 school in ::VIadison township. ~Ir . Egulf died on the 4th of De
.cember, 1908, after an illness of three days caused by inhaling smoke from a 
defective flue. Ever since his demise Mrs. Egulf has continued to reside upon 
the homestead, where she engages in general farming and the raising and feed-
1ng of stock for the market. 

Mr. Egulf was a member of th~ .\'fethodist Episcopal church of Madison 
township, with which his wife is also affi1iated. A republican, he gave his 
political support to the men and measures of that body, although he was never 
an office seeker. During the period of his residence in Madison township ::VIr. 
Egulf had won and retained the friendship of many people. by whom he was 
highly regarded. 

HENRY SHER::VIAN . 

Henry Sherman . who for more than fifty years past has made his home in 
Chester township. is of distinguished colonial ancestry, the list of members of the 
family containing the names of a number of the most noted men that have been 
known in American history. He is a native of Croydon, New Hampshire, and 
was born September 10, 1832. a son of William. Jr. , and Mahala (Durkee ) Sher
man. The father was born in Croydon. December 25, r8or. and was a son of 
vVilliam Sherman, Sr., who was born in ::VIassachusetts. The mother was a 
granddaughter of Phineas Newton, an early settler of New Hampshire and a 
veteran of the Revolutionary war. William Sherman, Jr .. the father , and his 
family came to Hancock county, Illinois, in 1849, later spending four years in 
Clinton county. Iowa, and finally locating in Poweshiek county. ln 1855 he pur
.chased eight hundred acres of land, in Chester township , from Joseph Cush
man and on this place established his homestead. He died in 1884, having reached 
the age of eighty-three years. There were five children in his family: Jason, New-
ton, vVilson, Henry, of this review, and Cynthia. . 

As indicated above the Sherman family has given birth to many of the lead
ing men of America. In the list may be named Roger Sherman, a signer of the 
Declaration of Independence and one of the most distinguished members of the 
colonies; General vVilliam Tecumseh Sherman, who gained his laurels as a com
mander in the Civil war: Hon. John Sherman, of Ohio, late secretary of state, ··:. ·· 

-~ 
who was authpr of the anti-trust law; James Schoolcraft Sherman, now vice 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

- ----~~.:~~- - --·~ :-;·· -- - ...r.~~- J!i_;__·· __ ;;_z ~~-
-. - . - - . ' ti -· ~ 

- -- - - - - - .-· ~...::.- - --.. - - - = --~ 

• ..;,J. - --- -- • •• ------· ~ -.. _ _:__ ,_:r ... ?-:~-- --:y:.".'::._~ 

HISTORY OF POWESHIEK COUNTY 511 

president of the United States; Buren R. Sherman, late governor of Iowa; and 
many others who have assisted nobly in public office or -as private citizens in build
ing the nation. The family originated in Germany, but migrated to England sev
eral hundred years ago. One of the prominent English members, Thomas Sher
man, was born in Yaxley, Suffolk county, and moved to Dedham, Essex county. 
He \Yas the father of Henry, who was the father of Henry, ] r., and the latter was 
the father of John, Edmund and Samuel, each of whom is worthy of special men
tion. John was the father of Captain John, of Watertown, Massachusetts. Ed
mund was the father of Samuel and Rev. John, the former of whom became a 
magistrate in Connecticut and was the ancestor of General Sherman and Hon. 
John Sherman. Samuel Sherman was the father of Philip, •)f Rhode Island, sec
retary of that colony and a man of large means. Among his descendants may be 
namecl ReY. David H. Sherman, the genealogist , Hon. Buren H . Sherman, who 
became governor of Iowa, ancl James Schoolcraft Sherman, vice president of the 
l"nited States. Captain John Sherman was the ancestor of Roger Sherman, 
Senator~ Depew and Hoar, Secretary Evarts , Roger Minot Sherman and Roger 
Sherman lialthYin of Connecticut , Re\'. Josiah Sherman and General Sidney 
Sherman. Captain John was born at Dedham in Essex county, England, in 1613 
and came to America in 1634, locating at \Vatertown, Massachusetts. He mar
ried Martha Palmer, a daughter of William Palmer, who was also his stepfather, 
and received the title of captain in honor of services rendered in connection with 
r· 'g" Philip's war. He served two terms in the general assembly and was steward 

·Iarvard College from 1652 to 1662. John Sherman, son of Joseph, was one 
of the ancestors of the subject of this review. He located about 1710 at Marl
boro, ~hssachusetts, and married Anna Bullen. He was also a member of the 
general assembly. as had been his father and grandfather; and his son, Ephraim, 
and nephew. Roger Sherman. later were elected to the same body. Jason, son 
of Samuel and great-great-grandson of Captain J ohn. was born at ~Iarlboro in 
1745 and settled on land near Barre, \Vorcester county, Massachusetts, the place 
still being known as the Sherman farm. He was a soldier of the Revolution and 
held the rank of se rgeant. His eldest son, \\' illiam, was the grandfather of our 
subject . William moved to Croydon, New Hampshire, in 1799, when he was 
twenty-one years of age, and became known as an honored and thrifty farmer. 
He married Polly Stockwell, a daughter of David Stockwell, who was a corpor~l 
in the Revolutionary \\·ar. It is interesting to note that the Shermans throughout 
the country are almost invariably descended from some one of the four cousins 
mentioned above, namely : Captain John, Rev. John, Samuel and Philip. 

Mr. Sherman, whose name introduces this sketch, possessed advantages of 
education in the public schools of Illinois and in a private school of New Hamp
~ hire . He engagecl in teaching for a short time in Clinton cgunty, Iowa, but as a 
ynung man \\"a ~ attracted .to fanning and arriYed in Poweshiek county in search 
of a favorable location in the spring of 1857· There were few settlers in this 
region previous to the Civil war, as is indicated by the election of r86o, when 
Chester township wa~ organized , and the total number of votes cast amounted to 
fourteen . Mr. Sherman has engaged in farming continuously ever since taking 
up his residence in this county. and applied himself with such diligence that he 
I· ~me the owner of one hundred and seventy-four acres. upon \\"hich he macle 

I 

' . ~ 
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all the improvements. He now owns eighty acres, having given a portion of his 
farm to his ~on. He has devoted his attention to general fanning, making a 
specialty of raising and feeding cattle, and his efforts have met with well merited 
reward. 

On :\larch 2-J., 1857. :\Ir. Sherman was married to :\Ii~ s .-\!mira Dudley, a 
daughter of \Villiam Dudley. The ancestry of the Dudley family has been traced 
back fo r nearly one thousand years in England. the family centering at Dudley 
ca~tle, une o i the historical strnctures of the middle ages. Three children were 
born to :-rr. and :-Irs. Sherman: ..\-Irs. Fanni.e H. Ruth.erfcml, of Boulder, Colo
rado, whose husband engages in the carpenter's trade and is also a farmer; Elmer 
H., who died at the age of two years; and Ralph, who is engaged in farming in 
Po1\eshiek county and has sel.7ved as member of the state legislature. The hus
band and children were called upon to mourn the death of the beloved wife and 
mother :-larch 7· I904· She was a woman of many noble traits of character and 
was greatly esteemed by those who came within the circle of her influence. 

In politics ::\Ir. Sherman has voted the national republican ticket ever since 
the organization of the party. He l;).as held the offices of county supervisor and 
township trustee, also for many years serving as member of the school board. 
His religious belief is indicated by membership in the Congregational church. He 
was a founder of the local branch of the church and is one of its deacons. On 
account of his long residence in the county ancl his genial and pleasing character
istics he is widely known and few men in this section are more deeply respected. 
Ahva_vs loyal to his chosen state and mindful of the best interests of the community 
with which he cast his lot, he has ably performed his part and is truly enti tled 
to a permanent place in the record of Poweshiek county. 

DAVID BYERS. 

David Byers. now deceased, was numbered among Io\Ya·s honored vete rans 
of the Civil war who, responding to his adopted country's call for aid in the 
darkest hour of her history, served throughout almost the entire period of hos
tilities. 

He is one of Canada's donations to the citizenship of Iowa, his birth having 
occurred in ::Vlontreal on the r8th of ..\Iarch, 1840. His parents were David and 
Mary (Dunbar) Byers, both of whom were born and reared in County Down 
Ireland. In 1839 they came to this country, locating at Montreal, Canada. The 
father, an agriculturist by occupation, was engaged in the operation of a farm 
at that place until 1843, when the opportunities of the T.;nited States attracted 
his attention and, crossing the border line, he made his way to Rock Island, Illi
nois. There he purchased a farm, upon which he resided until r867, in which 
year he came to Poweshiek county. Iowa. and here located upon a farm which 
he bought about eight miles south of Brooklyn. That remained hi~ home for 
eighteen years, or until his failing health caused his retirement from active life. 
He then took up his residence in Brooklyn and there remained until his death in 
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bie graduated from Grinnell College in 1972 and 
married Gary Johnson on July 17. 1971 ; she and 
Gary have two children , Aaron Ladd born July l , 
1974; Carrie Elizabeth born June 30, 1978. The 
Johnsons live in the Dallas, TX. area_where Deb
bie teaches special education and Gary works for 
Ryland Builders. Edd William Bowers, Jr. , 
("'Bill" or " Wally," ) lives in Clearwater, Florida. 
He has one daughter, Courtney Suzanne born 
December 2. 1975. Wally graduated from Mas
sachusetts Bridgeport College and works in 
remodeling and boat rebuilding. 

Edd and Eleanor Bowers lived at 1309 Main 
Street, Grinnell for 13 years and then moved to 
a home at Oakland Acres in Jasper County in 
1976. Edd was partner in the Oakland Acres Golf 
Course and Restaurant for years, and partner of 
the Bell-Watchers who owned the Star Inn am:i 
Truck Stop at Victor. Submitted by Eleanor Bow: 
ers. 

Thomas Bowers 
Thomas Hopkins Bowers, son of Luther and 

Nancy Hopkins Bowers, was born May 14, 1887, 
in Virginia. Soon after his birth the famil y 
moved to South Dakota. They resided there for 
about two years and then they moved to Powe
shiek County when Tom was six years old. He 
attended various country schools and Brooklyn 
High School for two years. His folks bought a 
farm in Bear Creek Township and resided there 
the rest of their lives. Tom died in October 1986. 

On February 7, 1921, he married Flay Eleanor 
Edgington, daughter of Elenzo and Sophronia 
Catherman Edgington. Flay was born October 
I 0, 1898, on a farm north of Brooklyn. She 
attended country school in Madison Township 
and graduated from Brooklyn High School in 
1917. After she graduated she taught in a number 
of country schools south and north of Brooklyn 
and in Hartwick Consolidated School. 

Tom and Flay were the parents of two chil
dren: Maxine and Dean. Maxine Levonne was 
born February 22, 1924. She married Doyle Bru
baker and they are the parents of Karen Leigh, 
who married Carter Burnside. Doyle and Max
ine are retired and live in Newton. 

Dean was born April 30, 1927 and married 
Frances Bloom of Hubbard, Iowa. They are the 
parents of six children: Deana married Chris 
Jens; Donna married Leroy Franklin; Merlin 
married Teresa Christian, Denise married Mike 
Ory; Darla married Eric Andersen and Debbie 
married Wayne Martins. 

Dean and Frances now live in Bella Vista, 
Arkansas. Frances is assistant manager of Dis
covery Toys. Dean is in the carpentry business. 

Tom held offices in the Farm Bureau, Malcom 
Cooperative Elevator, the conservation board 
and was a fieldman for the assessor's office in 
Malcom Township for many years. He belonged 
to the Malcom Masonic and Eastern Star 
Lodges. He and Flay were members of the Mal
com Methodist Church. Submilled by Floy Bow
ers. 

Thomas Bradley 
Thomas George Bradley and Marjorie Ann 

Vogt were married May 25, 1941 , when World 
War II was being waged in Europe. We did not 
establish a home then as Tommy was planning to 
enlist in the Army Air Force. Our wedding gifts 
were stored untill946 when we settled in a home 
in Grinnell, Iowa, which remained our residence 
until 1985. As an officer, Tommy served as a 
fighter pilot in the European Theater of Opera
tion, receiving many bronze stars. He flew 
bomber escort on D-Day; was in the Battle of the 
Bulge; flew wounded soldiers out of Europe to 
London hospitals; was pilot for generals out of 
General Dwight D. Eisenhower's headquarters 
(Shaef) - Staff Headquarters Allied European 
Forces. He was in five major battles; Normandy, 
N. France, Rhineland, Central Europe, and Air 
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Offensive Europe. At the close of hostilities he 29-69. They all live and work in Park City, Utah, 
flew photo reconnaisance of the war area. The a ski resort area located in the Wasatch Moun
pilots decorated the fuselages of their planes with tains. 
pictures and slogans; Tommy's read, Just Margie Tommy and I were born and raised on farms 
and me and the baby makes three. east of Grinnell. We enjoyed the typical farm life, 

During those years, I left my job at Grinnell riding our ponies to "bring up the cows", and to 
College and worked at various jobs in areas attend a one-room school, Malcom #4, where we 
where my husband was training. One interesting were taught by our beloved teacher, Elvera 
job was at Camp Pendleton, California, then Otcheck (Mrs. Harley) Burch. The farm neigh
being built by Haddock Engineers, for whom I bars of Malcom Township were very friendly , 
worked as a comptometer operator figuring pay- often helping each other transport livestock to 
roll. I worked the "swing shift" from 4 p.m. to market, do road work, telephone line repair and 
midnight. Prisoners of war were employed as harvesting crops. In winter they would meet in 
janitors in our building. I also worked at Lock- their homes to pla·f cards and socialize. 
heed in Burbank, California, where P-38's (a Tommy's parents, Thomas John Sloan Brad
twin engine prop fighter plane) were being built. ley and Nellie Johanna Schultz had children: 
This was the plance that Tommy flew most of the Harold Archibald, Gladys Marjorie (Enich), 
time. Edith Venice (Bowmna) and Thomas George. 

On September 11, 1943 our only child, Peggy Thomas John was a native o Ireland, one of 8 
Ann, was born in South Pasadena, California. children born to Archibald and Martha Hayes 
Tommy was stydying radar in Orlando, Florida, Bradley. At age 12 he worked in the coal mines in 
and missed the event. He left on Thanksgiving Londonderry County, Ireland, earning enough 
Day, 1943, for England. He returned late in for passage to America for himself, 3 brothers 
1945. and 3 sisters. He took great pride in keeping a 

For the next 20 years, we operated the family matched team of horses. 
business, Bradley's Standard Station and Cab- Nellie Johanna Schultz was one of 8 children 
ins, which had opened in 1928 on the outskirts of born to Carl Andrew and Bertha (Betty) Shutts 
Grinnell. This entailed long hours; the business Schultz, natives of GermanY. who farmed in 
was open 16 hours a day, 7 days a week. During Poweshiek County. Nellie liked horses, rode 
slack hours, customers and friends stopped to sidesaddle, sometimes worked in the fields 
play cribbage and discuss topics of the day. In which she enjoyed. her hobbies included cro-
1965 Tommy was appointed rural letter carrier cheting and painting designs on china. 
for the Grinnell Post Office, retiring in 1970 My father, Clarence Octavus, b. 12-26-1889, 
because of disabilities. was one of l 0 children born to William Frederick 

In 1975 my friend , Lucille DeJon~ of Monte- Vogt and Wilhelmina (Minnie) Brockman, a 
zuma, and I bought a craft shop m Grinnell native of Germany. They came to Poweshiek 
which we operated until the fall of 1979. Tommy County from Scott County, Iowa, to buy farm 
died May 2, 1978, and we sold the shop in 1979. land. Six sons and one daughter were established 
In 1983 I moved to Salt Lake City, Utah, to be on farms near Grinnell. Wilhelmina enjoyed 
near my daughter and family.! belong to Daugh- entertaining her large family which included 15 
ters of the American Revolution, Daughters of grandchildren; she was an avid flower gardener. 
the American Colonists and American Legion William Frederick was an astute business man; 
Auxiliary. he enjoyed visiting the various farms with his 

Our daughter graduated from Cornell College, horse and buggy. Clarence played the violin in 
Mt. Vernon, Iowa, in 1965 with a double major his youth. As an adult, he was known as "C.A." 
in art and education. She taught school for a year, due to an error in the spelling of his name. 
was married to Laurence Dewey Black ofChica- My mother, Selma Mae Sherman, was oneof6 
go, who also graduated from Cornell with a daughters born to Ralph Sherman and Hattie 
degree in business and economics. They have Adelaide Foster on 6-13-1894. She was an 
two children, daughter Michelle Marlene Black accomplished pianist; sang alto in duet when 
Burrow b. 9-13-66; married to Gene Burrow of requested. She liked to do embroidery. One of 
Chicago. They have a son, Thomas John Michael her daily chores was to fix the hair of her 4 youn
Burrow b. 3-23-86; son Scott Bradley Black b. 12- ger sisters. Clarence and Selma were the parents 
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of 4 children: Genevieve Almira (Felper
Courthard), Kenneth Sherman, Donald Ells
worth and Marjorie Ann. 

Ralph was the son of pioneer Henry Sherman 
(a farmer and school teacher) and Almira Dudley 
Hall (she composed poetry); they came to Powe

~k County to farm. Ralph had no middle 
ne but was addressed by his mother as Ralph 

Lephus Bughorn. In addition to farming he 
served as the Honorable Ralph Sherman in the 
lower house of the state legislature, during which 
time "Addie" was one of the founders and orga
nizers of the Legislative Ladies' League. She was 
was one of II children born to Thomas Foster 
and Barbara Ann Mathews who came from Ire
land at age 3. The Fosters, who were Pennsylva
nia Dutch, came from Pennsylvania, first to the 
Davenport area, then to Poweshiek County. 

Chester Church, 5 miles north of Grinnell , was 
central to my family 's religious upbringing. Our 
great-great-grandfather, William Sherman Jr. , 
donated the land where it stands. This year, 
1990, marks its !25th Anniversary. . 

We have documented lineage of the Sherman 
family back to 1634, the year our ancestor, Capt. 
John Sherman, came to America. He had served 
in King Philip's War. He was a steward at Har
vard College from 1652 to 1662. Among his rela
tives were Jurist and Statesman Roger Sherman 
who signed the Declaration oflndependence and 
the bill of Rights; General William Tecumseh 
Sherman of Civil War fame . He was known as 
"Cump" to his family and " Uncle Billy" to his 
troops. 

The Dudley lineage is also documented to 790 
AD, when Dudley Castle was built in England. 

For further information on names and dates 
see account by Genevieve Vogt Coulthard. Sub
mitted by Marjorie Bradley. 

Braley Family 
~lifford Braley, of rural Kellogg, born Decem

). 1889, married Annette Bell McCormick, 
, April 5, 1893, daughter of William and 

Mary Ann Donnan McCormick of Ewart. 
The Braleys farmed in the Ewart community 

and were active in the Presbyterian Church in 
Ewart. 

The Braleys had five children, Frank, Berton, 
Gordon , Byard and Mary Lou, all of whom were 
baptized in the United Presbyterian Church in 
Ewart, the church in which their maternal grand
mother, Mary A. McCormick, and maternal 
great grandmother, Nancy Donnan, were charter 
members. Submilled by Gordon Braley. 

George L. Bramer 
When George Lerue Bramer with his wife, 

Almira (Jones) Bramer, and children came to 
what was later known as the Guernsey communi
ty , there were only 3 other families in the area
Patty Galligher, McWilliams and Curran. Also 
lots of Indians. 

The Bramers came from Orange County, New 
York to Pilot Grove, Missouri in the early 1850s, 
where he worked in the iron blast furnace. 

Mr. Bramer was born the 8th of December 
1819 and died the 4th of November 1900 near 
Guernsey ·and-is buried in the I.O.O.F cemetery 
m Brooklyn . His wife, Almira Jones, was born 25 
May 1825 in Orange County, New York and died 
18 January 1913 and buried in Brooklyn. Their 
children were Gus Charles, John Bramer, Alice 
Stryker, William, Emma Atherton, John Wesley, 
Andrew, Maryann Dunton, George W. and Wil
ham Sherman. 

The first temporary house of the Bramer fami
ly " ' 'IS on the south side of the English River 
' ·he was building a log house on the land of 
~ .cres which he entered when they came to 
Iowa. 

In his pioneering days, there were many hard
shtps to overcome. He hauled his first grist of 
wheat to Iowa City where it was ground at Parks 

mill, once the property of Governor Kirkwood. 
He made his first load of dressed hogs to Iowa 
City, also. Soon a market for grain was found at 
Marengo. 

He was a member of the first election board in 
the township and was assessor. he took active 
interest in school matters and every project that 
had for its aim upbuilding of intellect and moral 
status of the community met with his support. 

Four members of his family, Alice, Emma, 
Wesley and George were teachers, while Sher
man was the champion speller. He and Wes 
spent many evenings with the dictionary as their 
spelling book. 

George W. and Almira Bramer, son Wesley 
and daughter, Mary Dunton and her husband 
were members of the Sunset chapel Church in the 
1880s. Some of these members transferred to the 
Guernsey Methodist when it was started. John 
Wesley Bramer was one of them. Submitted by 
Harold Bramer. 

Bramer Family 
John Wesley Bramer, son of George L. and 

Almira Jones Bramer, was born 12 June 1856 at 
Guernsey, Iowa and died 30 January 1896 at 
Guernsey. On Christmas day of 1892, he and 
Minna M. Connell, daughter of Hiram and Nan
cy (Williston) Connell, were married. Wesley 
was a farmer and schoolteacher. He was teaching 
at ivy Green at the time of his death. He had a 
nice herd of Shorthorn cattle. He built the house 
and improvements as time permitted. To this 
union was born one child, Elzie E. Wesley, who 
took ill at an entertainment at the Ridge School, 
and lasted only a few days. 

Minnie Bramer later married George Dappen. 
After his death she moved to Guernsey, then 
went to Missouri where she died 22 November 
1957, having been born near Waverly, Missouri, 
22 February 18 70. 

Elzie E. was born 16 March 1894 in the house 
which his father had built a short distance north
west of Guernsey. When Elzie was two years of 
age, his father died. His mother later married 
George Dappen, a mail carrier out of Guernsey. 
After the death of Mr. Dappen, Elzie started 
farming for himself on the farm of his Grandfa
ther Bramer. He was in Camp Pike, near Little 
Rock, Arkansas. After returning home, he 
attended Grinnell College and took trumpet and 
violin lessons. His violin was the one his father 
played and which Elzie, until his hearing failed 
him, played in orchestras and at church. He also 
played in bands at Brooklyn, Victor and Guern
sey, part of the time as director. 

When going home from Grinnell, he rode the 
train to Brooklyn, and then walked to Carnforth 
to catch the train for Guernsey where he had sev
eral hours to wait. He spent that time in the depot 
where he kept warm and slept on the benches. He 
was living in Guernsey at that time. When in 
Iowa he never missed a practice even in coldest 
weather. he had to put his hom on the radiator to 
thaw it out before he could play it. In one parade 
it was so cold he played trumpet with his gloves 
on. 

Besides his music, he was a great lover of 
horses and broke a lot of them, as well as driving 
cattle to market. 

He said Ire would never marry a schoolteacher, 
but when Mary Lou Baker of Slater, Missouri, 
landed in town to teach home economics in 
I 940, he fell for her. They lived in Iowa for I 0 
years, then went south to a warmer climate. They 
moved near Clinton, Missouri , in 1951. Mary 
Lou taught in Missouri until 1969. She taught 
rural schools, home economics, typing and book
keeping, science, chemistry, biology and art. 
Since her retirement she has spent much time 
working on genealogy, and also enjoys knitting. 
She is active in home economics Extension Club 
activities. 

After they were married, Elzie started raising 
Hereford cattle and continued untill980. While 
living in Missouri he played in three bands and 

played the drums with a group of country musi
cians. Elzie Bramer passed away 2 February 
1986. Submitted by H. W. Bramer. 

Daryl and Valda Brannian 
Daryl Ray Brannian, son of John Brannian 

and Blanche Odessa Richman Brannian, was 
born November 5, 1912. He attended rural 
schools and was a lifetime resident ofPoweshiek 
County. He was a member of the Farm Bureau 
and Grace United Methodist Church. He was 
engaged in general farming and hog raisint\. 

Daryl married Valda Bernice Fullerton m her 
parents' home in Brooklyn, Iowa on August I, 
1948. Valda was the daughter of Orval Valentine 
Fullerton and Bertha Ellen Bull Fullerton and 
was born May 30, 1919 at Woodston, Kansas. 
She graduated from Alton Rural High School, 
Alton, Kansas in 1937. She was a member of 
Grace United methodist Church and the B.B.B. 
Club of Brooklyn. She was employed as a sales 
clerk for the Ben Franklin Store at the time of 
their marriage. She later joined the River Road 
Club. 

Daryl and Valda had one daughter, Marilyn 
Elaine, born July 21 , 1949 at St. Francis Hospital 
in Grinnell. She graduated from BGM High 
School in 1967. She also graduated from Paris 
Academy of Beauty Culture, Cedar Rapids , 
Iowa. She worked 7 years at Terry's Beauty 
Salon, Grinnell Then she chose to become a cer
tified Nursing Assistant and worked several 
years at Brookhaven Nursing Home, Brooklyn. 
She is also a certified Activity Coordinator and 
works and lives in Grinnell. 

Daryl passed away October 15, 1970 and was 
buried at Brooklyn, Valda worked as a certified 
Nursing Assistant at Brookhaven Nursing 
Home. 

Valda Bernice Brannian married Earl Wilfred 
Connell, son of Thomas Quinter Connell and 
Rebecca Nisewander Connell , Brooklyn, on July 
9, 1973, at the Little Brown Church, Nashua, IA. 
Earl was a retired carpenter. At this time Valda 
became a member and deaconess of the Church 
ofthe Brethren. Earl passed away June 17, 1983. 
Valda is still working at Brookhaven and is a resi
dent of Brooklyn. Submitted by Valda Connell. 

John Brannian 
The Brannian family came to America from 

County Monaghan, Ulster, Ireland in 1865. The 
family included John B. and Mary Bell Brann ian 
and their six children. One story about Mary Bell 
that has been handed down in the family is that 
she was disinherited for marrying the son of the 
gatekeeper. When they arrived in New York, the 
city was draped in black because of President 
Lincoln's death. At least one of the boys, 10 year 
old John W. , sold newspapers on the streets in 
New York City for awhile. The family moved to 
Rock Island County, Illinois. The parents' later 
years were spent in Fremont Co. , Iowa. Their 
children moved to various other places. David 
lived near Randolph, Iowa; James moved to Bel
lingham, Washington. Sarah (Johnston) stayed 
near Preemption, lllinois; Rachel (McQuitty) 
lived in Correction-ville, Iowa; Benjamin m 
Nebraska; and John W. eventually settled in 
Poweshiek County where he had lived at the time 
of his marriage. Mary died in Randolph, Iowa 15 
Feb. 1884 and John B., Dec. 1891 . They are bur
ied in Preemption, lllinois. 

After coming to Poweshiek County as a young 
man, John W. Brannian married Laurel, daugh
ter of John R. and Jane Jordan Johnston, 31 Mar. 
1881. Laurel was born 20 Feb. in 1856 in Rock 
Island Co., lllinois. She came to Scott Township 
with her parents when she was about 12 years 
old. They were the parents of eleven children: 
Herbert, Alvin, Claude, John , Maude Mitchell, 
Pearl Connell , Ross, Flossie Willet, Clyde, Cecil 
and Guy. The family moved a number of times, 
living in Woodbury and Fren.ont counties as 
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JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 1535 

the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to for
ward an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

CARL HENSLEY, 
LESTER L. KLUEVER, 
PETER STEEN Hll~EN, 

Committee . 

RALPH SHERMAN 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolu
tion commemorating the life, character and public service of the late Hon
orable Ralp h Sherman, begs leave to submit the following memorial: 

Ralph Sherman was born October 10, 1870, in Chester Centre, Iowa, 
and passed away October 17, 1956, at the home of his daughter and 
<;On-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Vogt of Grinnell. He was eighty

x years of age. 

His parents were born in New Hampshire and were descendants of 
Revolutionary stock. 

He retired from farming in 1832. H e was a charter member of the 
Elks Lodge in Grinnell and a member of the Fortnightly Club. He 
was a State Representative from Poweshiek County from 1911 to HJ15, 
serving in the Thirty-fourth and Thirty-fifth sessions of the General 
Assembly. 

Mr. Sherman is survived by five daughters, Mrs. Clarence Vogt of 
Grinnell , Mrs. Joe L. Gettys of Oskaloosa, Mrs. George Dare of Craw
fordsville, Mrs. Curtis Nelson of Alexandria, Minnesota, and Mrs. 
Wendell Rise of Milwaukee; eleven grandchildren and twenty-one 
great-grandchildren. · 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fifty
se-venth General Assembly of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable 
Ralph Sherman, the people of Poweshiek county and the entire state 
of Iowa have sustained a great loss and the House expresses its appre
ciation of his character and public service and tenders, by this resolu
tion , its sincere and heartfelt sympathy to his beloved family in their 
great sorrow and loss. 

Be It Further R es ol·red: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the J ournal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to for
ward an enrolled copy to the .family of the deceased. 

GEORGE L. PAUL, 
NEIL E. J OHNS, 
MARLON N, BROWN, 

Committee. 

WILLIAM FREDERICK STIPE 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolu
oJon commemorating the life, character and public service of the late Hon
orable William Frederick Stipe, begs leave to submit the following 
memorial: 

William Frederick Stipe was born on a farm near Grant, Mont
gomery County, Iowa, March 7, 1870. He was the son of David Stip~, 
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Main SHERMAN 
Entries: 80119 Updated: 2010-04-19 14:41:23 UTC (Man) 

Contact: Unknown __ ..• , • ::" -.. . f.- " _: _ :: ,· ':':':'::. ,..,.-,: Home Page: Shermans Of Yax!ey website 

Contact Art for additional info .. I am a SHERMAN (my mother), but my line is NOT contained in this database (please see my personal webpage) (MF) in the name indicates 
a Mayflower Descendant. (HR) indicates a descendant of the Honorable Roger Shenman- signer. NONE of these Shenmans are my ancestrors. The sources on this site are 

explained at: http://www.soysite.com/SOYdescendants/ArtSources.html. I research and compile SHERMANs to help others. 

I.l1c!eJ< I !lesC_!!.!Ill.i!!'!I:Y I Register I ~edigree I Ahnentafel I Downloac! li!:!>COM I P!l_blicJ>rof!le I A<ld_ !!c:>~-_!!_m 

ID: 132185 
Name: Ralph Shenman 
Sex: M 
Birth : 10 Oct 1870 in Chester Center, Poweshiek Co., lA 1 2 

Death: 17 Oct 1956 1 

Fact 1: He was a fanmer. 1 

Fact 2: Served in Iowa Legislature, 1911-1914. 1 

Fact 3: 1880 living w/parents in Chester Twp., lA 3 

Fact 4: 1900 HOF in Chester Twp, Poweshiek Co., lA 2 

Fact 5: 1910 

Fact 6: 1920 HOF in Poweshiek Co., lA 4 

• Ancestry Hints for Ralph Shennan 

8 possible historical record m~tch~s 

Father: Henry Sherman b: 10 Sep 1832 in Croyden, Sullivan Co., NH 
Mother: Almira Dudley b: 19 Jul 1836 in Newberry, Sullivan Co., NH 

Marriage 1 !:fa_tti_eAdJ'!la@_EQSter b: 1 Aug 1871 in Amity, Scott Co., lA 

Married: 24 Dec 1891 in Chester Center, Poweshiek Co., lA 1 

Children 
t1 SeLma~ae_ Sller!!l_an b: 13 Jun 1894 in Chester Center, Poweshiek Co., lA 

~lllai1.Sherma_n b: 28 Oct 1898 in Chester Center, Poweshiek Co., lA 
t1 PJ!Iil_~rthaSlleJTT1an b: 20 Mar 1900 in Chester Center, Poweshiek Co., lA 
t1 Gladys Mahala S!lermao b: 30 Sep 1903 in Chester Center, Poweshiek Co., lA 
tl Almira Viola Sherman b: 26 May 1906 in Chester Center, Poweshiek Co., lA 

G_enelde'o'eJrene Sherman b: 19 Dec 1907 in Chester Center, Poweshiek Co. , lA 

Sources: 
Title: RV5-74 
Title: 1900 lA Soundex 
Title: 1880 lA Soundex 
Title: 1920 lA Soundex 
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IGI Individual Record FamilySearch™ International Genealogical Index v5.0 

North America 

Ralph Sherman 
Male 

Event(s): 
Birth: 10 OCT 1870 Chester Center, Poweshiek, Iowa 
Christening: 
Death: 17 OCT 1956 
Burial: 

Parents: 
Father: 
Mother: 

H~mry Sherman 
,l\lmira_Dl.ldl~y 

Marriages: 
Spouse: Hattie Adelaide Foster 
Marriage: 24 DEC 1891 Chester Center, Poweshiek, Iowa 

Messages: 

Pedigree 

Family 

Family 

FamJiy 

Record submitted after 1991 by a member of the LOS Church. No additional information is available. 
Ancestral File may list the same family and the submitter. 

Source Information: 
No source information is available. 

An official Web site of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
© 2008 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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ID: !321B5 
Name: Ralph SHERMAN 
Sex: M 
Birth : 10 Oct 1B70 in Chester Center, Poweshiek Co., lA 1 < 
Death : 17 Oct 1956 1 

Fact 1: He was a farmer. 1 

Fact 2: Served in Iowa Legislature, 1911-1914. 1 

Fact 3: 1BBO living w/parents in Chester Twp., lA 3 

Fact 4: 1900 HOF in Chester Twp, Poweshiek Co., lA 2 

Fact 5: 1910 
Fact 6: 1920 HOF in Poweshiek Co., lA 4 

w Ancestry Hints for Ralph SHERMAN 

8 p_qssible histori_cal_ fEl_CQfd_ rn_~jg!1_es 

Father: l:!enry Sl:!loR.M.AN b: 10 Sep 1B32 in Croyden, Sullivan Co., NH 
Mother: Almira DU_Ql,EY b: 19 Jul 1B36 in Newberry, Sullivan Co., NH 

Marriage 1 Hattie l\d.!'loL~ll..5J.f.R b: 1 Aug 1B71 in Amity, Scott Co., lA 
Married: 24 Dec 1B91 in Chester Center, Poweshiek Co., lA 1 
Children 
~ Selma Mae 5!-iE.RI'lAN b: 13 Jun 1B94 in Chester Center, Poweshiek Co., lA 

8eulab SliE!lJ•1AN b: 2B Oct 1B9B in Chester Center, Poweshiek Co., lA 
~ Clara 8ertha_StiE.!U'1.~ b: 20 Mar 1900 in Chester Center, Poweshiek Co., lA 
~ Glaoys_Mallalo_S_HERMAN b: 30 Sep 1903 in Chester Center, Poweshiek Co., lA 
~ Almira ViQia...S.HERMAN b: 26 May 1906 in Chester Center, Poweshiek Co., lA 

GJ'_Ile_yjeyeJrene SHERt-lA.N b: 19 Dec 1907 in Chester Center, Poweshiek Co., lA 

Sources : 
Trt:le: RVS-74 
Trt:le: 1900 lA Soundex 
Trt:le: 1B80 lA Soundex 
Trt:le : 1920 lA Soundex 
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~ Ralph Sherman 
Born: 1870 

Iowa, USA 

Died: 1956 
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Family Historical Records Family Facts 

Family Groups 
Spouse 

H Adel a ide Sherman 
Born: 1 Aug 1871 in Hickory Grove, Scott, Iowa, USA 
Died: 13 Feb 1950 in Grinnell, Poweshiek, Iowa, USA 

Marriage: 24 Dec 1891 in Chester, Poweshiek, Iowa, USA 
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1880 United States Federal Census 

Name: Ralph Sherman 

Home in t88o: Chester, Poweshiek, Iowa 

Age: 9 

Estimated bi11h abt 1871 

year: 

Birthplace: Iowa 

Relation to Head Son 

of llousehold: 

Father's Name: Hen!)' 

Father's New Hampshire 

birthplace: 

Mother's Name: Almira D. 

Mother's New Hampshire 

birthplace: 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Occupation: Attends School 

Marital Status: Single 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

~annat read wnte: 
Blind: Vkwimage 

Deaf and dumb: 

cm1~1]~lf: 
Idiotic or insane: 

!louse hold Name Age 

Members: lieni)'Sherman 47 

Almira D. Sherman 

Fannie H. Sherman 

Ralph Sherman 

Source Citation: Year: 1HHo: Census Place: Chester. Poweshiek. Iowa: Roll 302: 
Family History Film: 1254302: Pagr-: 431D; Enunwration District: 1tU: Image: 0044. 

Anct:>str~.rom and The Chureh of .Jesus Christ of Latter-da) Saints. 1/·lHo 
United States FC'dcra/ C~n~u..- (database on-linej. PrO\o, UT. USA: 

43 

20 

9 

Ancestr:- .com Ope-rations Inc. 2010. 1880 U.S. ~nsus Inde-x pro\ idf'd b) 
The Church of .Jesus Clnist of Latter-da:- Saints !fj Copyright 1999 
InteiiE"C"tnal Reser. e. Inc. All rights resened. All use is subject to tht> hmltt•d 
lL"t' lit't'tl.'>P and other tenns and conditions applicahl<> to this sitE'. 

Original data: Tenth Censns of the United StatL•s. 1880. (NAR.A microfilm publication T9. 1.454 
rolls). RE'<'ords of the Bureau of the Census. RPcord Group 29. National t\r('hi\ PS , Washington. 
D.C. 

Deseription: 
This database is an index to 50 million indhiduals enumpratPd in thf' t88o Unitt'd Staks Federal 
Census. Q>nsus takers recorded man) details including eaeh person's nanw, addrp.ss, occupation, 
relationship to the head of hotL<;ehold. race. sex. age at last bnthday. marital status, placp of birth. 
pan'nts' plalE' of birth. :\dditionall::-. thP namPs of tho.se listed on tlu> population schedule are 
linked to actual images of the t88o Federal Census. Learn more ... 

Ancestry .com B!og Affiliates Advertising 
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ancestry 
You searched for Ralph Sherman in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

·e;: 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Name: Ralph Sherman 

Birth Year: abt 1871 

Birth Place: Poweshiek 

Gender: Male 

Marital Status: Single 

Census Date: 1885 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Poweshiek 

Locality: Chester 

Roll : IA1885_ 255 

Line: 15 

Family Number: 69 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 

Members: 

Source Information: 

Henry Sherman 

Almira D Sherman 

Fannie H Sherman 

Ralph Sherman 

Anrl'stry.rum. fowa State Cen.•ws Collection, 1836-1925 [database on-lint']. Provo. VT, USA: 

Age 

52 

48 

25 

14 

Anrestn.com Operations Inc. 2007. 
Original data: Microfilm of Iowa 'state Censuses, 18.:=;6, t885, t895. 1905. 1915. 1925 as well 
various speeial censuses from 1836-1897 obtainNI from thr State Historical Society of Iowa via 
HNitage Quest. 

Description: 
This database contaim Iowa 5tatr ct'nsust>s for the following year~: 1856. t88s. 189:;, 1905. 1915. 
and 1925. It also inr!Hdt"s some head of housrhold censuses and other special censuses from 
1836-1897· Information available for an individual ...,ill vary according to thr Ct'nsus year cmd the 
infom1ation reqlH'strn1 on the census form . Some oftlw information contained in this database 
though includes: name. age. gender. race. birthplace, marital status. and plaee of enumeration. 
U>arn more ... 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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~ancestry 
You searched for Ralph Sherman in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

't~ 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

1900 United States Federal Census 

Name: Ralph Sherman 

!lome in 1900: Chester, Poweshiek, Iowa 

Age: 29 

Birth Date: Oct 1870 

Birthplace: Iowa 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Relationship to Head 

Head of !louse: 

Father's New Hampshire 

Birthplace: 

Mother's New Hampshire 

Birthplace: 

Spouse's name: Hattie A 

Marriage Year: 1892 

Marital Status: Married 

Years Married: 8 

Occupation: View on Image 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 

Members: Ralph Sherman 

HattieASJJerman 

Selma M Sherman 

Clara B Sherman 

Her)Jert: L Wheelock 

William W Gibson 

Souree- Citation: Ypar: 1900: ('.Rnsus Place: Chc:-.ter, Pou•c . .;.hiek, /ou•a: Roll 
1'ti2:J 450: Page: 68: EnunU'ratlon District: yO. 

:\nC€'stf).COm. 190(} United State.-; Federal ('('fi.:'IL" {database- on-line]. 
Pro\ a. UT. l;SA: AncestT).CO!H Operations Inc. 200..J. 

Age 

29 

28 

5 

2/ 12 

26 

30 

Original d:ita: United States of Amt>ril'a. BurPau of thP Census. T'u'f.:'Jjth Censu.-; 1!{the l 1nited 
State:;. zyon. \Vashingtm1. D.C'.: National Archin:s and Rc>rords Administration, 1900. T623. 1854 
rolls. 

Description: 
This databaSR is an indf"x to indi' iduals emmwrated in thl' 1<;100 llnitM States f(>deral CA>nsns. 
the T,,eJfth Census of the United States. Cf'nsus takers rfforded. man~ dPtails including each 
person's name. address. relationship to the head of housl:'ho!d. color or rae~;>. sex, month and ~Par 
of birth. age at last birthda~. marital status, numberof~l:'ars married. tlw total numlx>rof 
c-hildrt'n born of the motlwr. the number of those cluldrt>n lhing, birthplaC'E'. birthplac-e of father 
and mother. ifthr indi,idual \'as foreign born, the ~t>arof immigration and thP number of ~t•ars 
m the United States. the citi,....enship status of foreign -born indhidnals mer age t\\ent~-one. 
()('('Upation. and more. Additional!~. 1 he nanws of those listPd on the population schedule arP 
linked to acrual images oft he 1900 Federal CPnsus. Leam more ... 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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~ancestry 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

&,. 1997 2010Ancestrycom 

1910 United States Federal Census 

Name: Ralph Shennan 

A)?;e in 1910: 39 

b1imated birth abt 1871 

year: 

Birthplace: Iowa 

Relation to Head Head 

of House: 

Father's Name: Henry 

Father's Birtl1 New Hampshire 

Place: 

Mother's Birth New Hampshire 

Place: 

Spouse's name: Hattie A 

I lome in 1910: Chester, Poweshiek, Iowa 

Marital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 

Members: Ralph Sherman 

Hattie A Shennan 

Selma M Sherman 

Cl_(lra .!3. She1:man 

Gladys M. Shennan 

Almira V Sherman 

Gen_e,~cve I Sherman 

Henry Sherman 

Christian Larson 

Source Ci tation: Year: Jl)W: Cl:!nsus Plat:e: Clw~ter. PIJUX'Silil'k, fowu; Roll Tfl24 4:.11: 
Page: 18: Enumeration District: 111: Image: H71. 

Age 

39 

38 

15 

10 

6 

3 
2 

77 

21 

AnCf'.;.i(!.com. NUll 'nitc>d Stntc . .; Federal Ceri."IL" fdataba.sf' on-lint"). Pro,o. 
liT, USA: Ancestr~.com Opt.•rations Inc. :wo6. 

i data: Thirteenth Census of the United States. 1910 (:\ARA microfilm puhlkation T6:24. 
1. roils). Records ofth<" Bn~au of the Census. Rt.>rord Group 29. 1\ational Arrhi,e.s. 
Washington. D.C. For d!'ta1ls on tht> contents oft he film numbers. Yisit the follo1\ing ;-..lARA \\!•b 
page: NAR.A. 

Description: 
This database is an index to thf?' hf"ad of houst'holds <'numerated in the 1910 Unit Pd. Stat!'s Frderal 
(:t>nsns. theThirtPenth Cf"nsns oft he Umtt'<'l States. In addition. each indexed name is linkt'd to 
actual images of the 1910 FP<l.Pral Cf'nSl.L". ThE" information ff'('()rdPd in the Ci'nsus includes: name, 
n•lationship to head offamil~. age atlnst bilthcla). Sf'x. color or ral't:', ''hether single. manit-d. 
1\idO\H'd. or di,orced, birthplace, birthplace of fathE'r and mother. and more. Leam more ... 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1 ';ljU unnea ::states .reaera1 L-ensus- 1\Ilcesrry.com 

-vJ ancestry 
You searched for Ralph Sherman in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

K 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

1930 United States Federal Census 

Name: Ralph Sherman 

Home in 1930: Grinnell, Poweshiek, Iowa 

View Map 

Age: 59 

Estimated birth abt 1871 

year: 

Birthplace: Iowa 

Relation to Head Head 

of House: 

Spouse's name: H Adelaide 

Race: White 

Occupation: 
Education: 

Military sen ice: 
Rent/home Yaluc: 

Age at. first 
mamagc: 

b
. Perents.' 
Irtuplace: 

View image 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 

Members: Ralph Shennan 

H Adelaide Sherman 

~!le\'ieYe I Sherman 

R EHibbs 

Source Citation: Year: 1930; CX>nsus Plarl': Grinnell, Poweshiek, Iowa: Roll 680: Page: 2A: 
Enumeration District: ;-: Image: qS.o. 

Age 

59 

58 

22 

24 

Ancestry.com. 1930 l 'nited States Federal Census fdatabasr> on-line]. ProYo. 
UT, USA: AncestT)·.rom Opt>ralions Inc. 2002. 

Original data: Unitl"d States of America. Bureau of the CA>nsus. Fifteenth Census of the United 
States, 1930. Washington. D.C.: :'-iational Arrhivt>s ami Records Administration, 1930. 1'626, 
2,667 rolls. 

Description: 
Cont<~ining rrrords for approximatf' ly 123 million Americans. the 1930 United State:. Federal 
Census is the largest census n:·h·as{·d to date and is thr mosl recPnt census rwaitable for public 
aCC('SS. The census gives us a glimpse into the lives of Americans in 19;30. and contains 
information about a household 's family mrmbers and occupants including: bit1hplares. 
occupations. immigration, citiH·nship. and military sef\ier. The names of those listL•d in the 
N:'nsus are linkt•d to actual imagPs of the 1930 Census. Learn more ... 
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