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Sa\'ings Dank was effected, :\Ir. Fishbaugh being connect eo with the work. 
On the 7th of Januar~· . 1909. the doors o f the new instilution \I"ere thrOll"n 
open to the publi c. with Earl C. Fishbaugh as cashier. and already the busi
ness has made rapid strides, the possibil ities and indications o f future suc
cess being mo~t favorable . 

:\I r. Fi~hbatlgh is a melllbcr of the Odd Fellows Lodge and also o f 
Juniata Lodge, K P.: of Page Camp, :\0. 1049. :\1. W. A. ; the Woodmen 
of the \\'orld ; the Ancient Order of L"nited Workmen: the Royal :"eighbors; 
and Shenandoah Lodge, Ko. 1122. 13. P. O . E. He likewise belongs to the 
Congregati onal church and is interested in those. movements which tend to 
promote humani tarianism and uphold the moral standard. His polilical 
allegiance is given to the republican party where state and national questions 
are involved but at local elections he casts an independent ballot, voting fo r 
the candidate irrespective of party ties if he believes that the best interests 
of the community will be conse rved thereby. In the spring of 1909 he was 
nominated and elected on the labor ticket to the office of city treasurer and 
hi s personal popularity and the confidence reposed in hin~ were indicated in 
the fact that he received the highest \'ote of any candidate at Ihe election 
and is the you ngest t reasurer that has ever filled the office, 

On the 15th of December. t908. :\Ir. Fishbaugh was united in marnage 
to M.iss Irene Fender, a daughter of :\Iartin Fender, a farmer of P;tge 
count}', now resirlillb' in Shen2.nrloah . L.ike her h:lsband :\[n,. Fi shbaugh 
is a member of the Congregational church and they are prominent 5ocial1y. 
He is a young man of strong flcr soll<llity and of marked individuality and 
is classed with the able young financiers of southwestern Iowa. Everywhere 
he is held in high regard and his friends are legion. 

J. J. DV \XEGA". 

J. J. Dunnegan, one of the leading contra ctors of SOllthwestern Iowa, 
making his home in Shenandoah, was born in :"orth Ca rolina on the 10th 
of May, 1861. H e is the SOil of Joseph and Pauline (Ireland) Dunnegan, 
both of whom were also natives of ?\orth Carolina and representatives of 
old southe rn families. The father was reared in the south <l.1ld, like his 
father before him , was a sla \'e-holding planter, being the owner of fifteen 
slaves at the time of the outbreak of the Ci vil war. I-Ie enlisted for serv ice 
in the Confederate army and died from the effects of poison administered 
by a northern spy at l\ l anassas Junction. His widow died soon after the 
war at the early age of thirty-three years. 

J. ]. Dunnegan was but IwO yea rs old at the time of his mother's 
death. He was bound Ollt to a man by the name of Hoskins at six years 
of age and because o f the treatment he received ran away at the age of 
twelve years and found a home with a 1\lr. :\ Ienrlenhall, with whom he re
mained until his ei ghteenth yea r. He then started out in life on his own ac
count and for two years was employed at fOllr dollars a month . He then 
secured a contract to furni sh wocxl fo r the Sou thern Railway and at Ihis 
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mad~ as high h one hundred and fiity dollar ,; per lIIonth, but when wood 
was supplanted by coal he no longt::r had a hu,;iness. Coming to Iowa, h~ 
secured a position as a sec tion hand on the Wabash Railroad at Cente r
ville, where he con tinued for nine mouths, and su bsequcn tl y hc went to 
~lilford, :\ebraska. where he fed cattle for four years in the employ of a 
well known ranchman .o f that section of the country. Later he removed to 
Perkin s county, i\"ehraska, \I"here he secun'rl a homestead, but in that ven
ture losl his savings of the pa"t years. Returning to :'-.Ii\£ord . he again en
gaged in feeding ca ttle for hi s fonne r employer and was also bu sily en
gaged in other work. Again he carefully saved his earnings lullil his 
economical (,:-'; ·I(,l1dit\lre~ and llnfa!tc~iIlg iudu st ry had enabled him to ac
quire a Sum of money su fficient to purcha se a livery stable at ;" I ilford . But 
his luck as yet had not changed. for one year later the live ry stable burned 
and he wa s again left without funds. This wa s in t&]1. 

The same year :\Ir. lJunneg-an came to Shenandoa h. where he sought 
employment in a plumbing shop and four lllomhs later he purchased a 
hali interest in the business, while III the spring of 11)02 he became sole 
proprietor o f the enterprise. which he conducted until 1903. He then 
sold out to the firm of Frink & Hamilton and in t&)3 he began cOTltracting 
in connect ion with his plumbing business. His first contract was the build
ing- of tilt: ~ht:II;U1doah \\"ater \\"ork.; in t&JJ. Since that time he has 
been prominently identified with the construction o f water works, sewer 
systems and street pavings, and his business has carried him into various 
sections of the west as he has executed contracts all over the states of Iowa, 
Oklahoma. :\rkan sas. :\Iissouri. Kansa~. :"\ebraska, Colorado. South Dakota, 
\\·i ~co l1 "i l1 and :\lichigall. His busin es." has grown to extensive and prohtable 
proportions and he is today one of the prominent contractor s o f southwest· 
ern Io\\"a. In addition to hi s interests in that line he is a di rector in the 
ShenandO,ih :\ational Dallk and is largely identified with the Electric Light, 
Heali ng & Power Com pany, of Shenandoah. 

O n the 8th oi October. 1&)0, occurred the marriage of :\Jr. Dunnegan 
and Miss E!la S tream, of i\lilford, :"\ebraska. and unto them was born a 
daughter. Jennie E., who is now attending high school. Both i>.h . and 
~Irs. Dunnegan are prominent and faithful members and active workers 
in the ),It'thodist Episcopa l chllTch. i\h. Dunnegan is serving on the 
church board of trustees and acted as a membe r of the finance committee 
in the raising of fift~· thousand dolla r!' for the building of a new church. 
His wife is a member of the Ladies' Aid and }lissionary Societies and is 
al so a member of the public library board and o f its book-purchasing com
mittee. 

Fraternally. :\Ir. DUllnegan is associated with Shenandoah Lodge, No. 
1122. D. P. O. E.: Tricentum Lodge. No. 300, F. & A. :\1. ; and Page Camp, 
:\0. 1049. ~!. \\'. A. In politics he is a stalwart democrat, believing the 
intert'sl~ nf the C(JUllIry are best conserved through the advancement of 
democratic principles. He has been an inAuential factor in local council~ 
of the pa rt y ior a numhcr of years. se rved for two years as a memher of 
the city cO\lIlcil of Shenandoah, and in 1908 was a delegate to the democratic 
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national convention at Dem'e r, which nominated \\' . J. Uryan. He rank$. 
as onc of Shenandoah's 1I10St prominent business men, possessing the alen, 
enterprising spir it that enables him to accomplish whatever he unuertakes. 
In his former years he seemed to suffer defeat and fa ilure. but patience 
is the price o f power and :\lr. Dunnegan wa s persistent and earnest. never 
giving up his intention of eventually engaging in business for him self. He 
therefore used his opportunities to the !>est advan tage, ove rcame all diffi
culties and obstacles in his path and has made substant ial progress until 
he is now at the head of a prosperous and growing business. 

HEl\'RY E. DE .-\TER. 

Henry E. Deater, who since January, 19Q1i, has capably ser\'eu as tile 
postmaster of Shenandoah. is the secretary, assistant editor and assistant 
manager of tHe Sentinel Post Compall~·. Hi s birth occu rred in Lagrange, 
Indiana, on the 18th of April, 1862, his parents being John and Xancy J. 
(Leighter) Deate r, both of whom were natives o f Pennsylvania. They 
were married in Indiana , to whi ch state they had reilloved in early man
hood and womanhood. The father, \I'ho established his home in Lagrange, 
was an agricul turist by occupation and filled the office of county judge for 
some years. He passed away at the compa ratively early age o f forty ~'ears , 

his demise occurring in 1862. The mother of our subject aherwa(d mar
ried again, her second union being with Thomas ilean, who died iu the 
ye<'lr 1870. M rs. Bean st ill survives, however, and is a re sident of Abing
don, Illinois. 

Hen ry E. Deater \\'as but eleven years of age at the time his stt'pfather 
died, leaving a widow and four children in st ra itened circumstances. and 
it became necessary io r him to aid in the support of the family as best he 
could. H e manfully shouldered the respon sibility and assisted in the main
tenance of his widowed mother and he r children unt il he had attained his 
~wentieth year. I-lis stepfather had e;;tablished the family home in Ap· 
panoose county, Iowa, but subsequently Henry E. Deater removed to 
Warren cou nty , Illinois, wilh the mother and her four children, there con
tinuing to reside until 1882. In that year he st~rted westward with the 
intention of reading law l1nder the direction of Judge E. G. Godfrey, of 
Minden, Nebraska, who had been his last school teacher. He had a sister 
living at Shenandoah, Iowa. and, stopping here on a vi sit. determined to 
remain for a t ime in order to attend college during a term of tCIl weeks. 
He had thirty dollars on his arrival, which he gave for tuition and worked 
in the dining room to pay for his ooard. On the expiration of his term the 
president o f the college, William :-"[' Cronc. insisted that he continue his 
studies there and when Mr. Deater told him that he had no money the 
president said he would personally furnish the necessa r ~' fund s to complete 
the fou r years' course even if it requi red a thousand dollars. Through his 
influence 1\1 r. Deater obtained a position in the college which enabled him 
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II ile' 07 Feb 1929 
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1900 United States Federal Censlls 

:\:l\lle: John J Dunnegan 

I 1 •• 11 111 ( J: Shenandoah, Page, Iowa 

'"' 39 
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