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1188 O'BRIEN AND OSCEOLA COUNTIES, lOW A. 

well rounded and proportioned one, making for the best .elements of true 
success. Genial in manner, kindly and hospitable, he and his wife are be
loved by their many acquaintances, particularly among the young people of 
the vicinity. 

Among those who stand as distinguished types of the world's workers is 
Dr. Daniel Clarence Steelsmith, one of the able physicians and surgeons 
of Melvin, Iowa. He is a man of fine intellectual and professional at
tainments, of most gracious personality, of strong and noble character, and 
who has labored with zeal, devotion and success in the alleviation of huma11 
suffer:ing. As one of those who have lent dignity and honor to the medi
cal profession in Iowa and who brought to his chosen vocation the strength 
and devotion of a· great soul and a broad mind, it is most consonant that 
in this publication be entered and perpetuated a tribute to his worth. 'He. 
is charitable aud benevolent and those in need or distress of body or mind 
seek not his aid in vain. These and many other commendable qualities 
have won for him the good will and esteem of the people of Osceola county. 
It is no very rare thing for a boy in our country to become prosperous and 
occupy a commanding position in the world's affairs, but many who have 
fought their way to a place of influence in the various relations of life re
tain some marks and scars 'of the co'lflict. Doctor Steelsmith, however, 
is an instance of a man who has achieved success without paying the price 
at which it is so often bought; for his success has not removed him away 
fmm his fellow men, but has brought him into nearer and closer relations 
with them. He has through the years been a potential factor for the up
building of the community and the advancement of the highest and· best 
interests of the. people with whom he has mingled and been associated. As 
a member of the Legislature from his county, he is now serving his fellow 
citizens in a distinguished manner. 

Dr. Daniel C. Steelsmith, the son of Michael Henry and Nancy Jane 
(Jordon) Steelsmith, was born in June, I877, in Grundy county, Iowa. His 
parents were natives of Pennsylvania and Ohio respectively. 

Michael H. Steelsmith was the son of John Steelsmith, a native of 
Germany. The name Steelsmith is derived from stiehl-schmidt, a name sig
nifying a· work~r in steel. On his way to this country from his native land, 
John decided to adopt the English spelling of the German name and conse-

I 

( 

l 
i 

I 

~ 

qUf 
Jan 
syl 
hO< 
Col 
fan 
bell 
ary 
of 
wh' 
fatl 
Grt 
is l 

Win 

Tht 
gar' 
Dr. 
Osc 

and 
the 
in I 

tinu 
one 
full-
clos, 
men 
•• i 

ciati 

cour 
born 
dren 
year 

sinct 
he h 
by tl 
reprt 
proo 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

I 
o·'BRIEN AND OSCEOLA COUNTIES, IOWA. 

quently, while he started from his native land as John Stiehl-Schmidt, he 

landed in this country as plain John Steelsmith. He first settled in Penn

sylvama and later moved to Ohio, where Michael H. was reared to man

hood. Upon the outbreak of the Civil War Michael Steelsmith enlisted in 

Company G, One Hundred and Eighteenth Regiment Ohw \'ulunteer In

fantry, and served for four years in some of the worst battles of the Re

bellion He was in the battles of Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain. MissiOn

ary R1dge, Resaca, Dallas and many others. Immediately after the dose 
of the w;n he returned to Ohio and in r866 came to Grundy county, Inwa. 

where he pnrchased a farm. In I 88 3 he returned to Oh10 to care for his 
father, john, and Hved there until the fall of I 890. when he returned to 

Grund\· county. where he is still 
is still h\·ing at the ad\·ance<l agt of se\·t:;ntv-f(n.lr. T'hey spend their 
winte:-s i1~ f\wthnd. an,] their :'lirrll1H.rs in loyva with tlle1r children. 

d Portland. Oregon: Mar-
garet. \:he: clied nr ()h.i.o; (~eorge! c~f I_)crtland. ()regon; IJruc.);~. f,f ~ifuntana: 

Dr. D;:mid C., :yith vdnrn thi~ narrati\ e dcak ind .\Irs :\cllie {;raves. of 

Osceola county. 
r 
li J\\·a. 

and after gra.du~tting fro;_~-~ the ("=,)I1r?,d high -~choo} i11 that cou:1t:/ entered 

the medical department r,f the L'nin:rc;i1y of fr\;m which he .~raduated 
m I9C:c 1n the spring· nf 1902 he located in :'deh·in. '.vh,·rc he h;t:~ .;nee ,·,m-

tinued ::side He h:1s built up a;; e;celknt practin :mel j,, '"' 

one ')f tilt" ~uc!_~e·~<~-ft:! practitioner~ uf thi:') sect~011 of the state. .f-Ie keep:-; 
fully ai;:eas~. ,--;f the advance rnadt l1~ his chosen pr•)fe'S:-;:!".>11 (1nd keep:·; 1n 

close ~-C111ch \\·itl, all as~.dciatluns deali;:~- '.\ nJt n.Jedlca·: ,.;~<e-JJ;-_'t. I-Ie 1~: a 
member of the ()sceola C~onnty. lo\\'a State and ~\rncrican rnedlccd a~<-;o

ciations. 

Dcctnr Steel smith \':as married in 1 90't tc .\hud 1\.ubum. u f ,\I an ball 
count·:. She 1:s the daughter of :\Ir. and :Yirs. S. H. I\.obtun and was 

born ir: 'farsl:all c•.tmltv. Iowa To thi~ union i1ave bee11 rJOlTl three chil

dren, hvo of 1vhcw:1 died in ·infarcy The one daughter. Lc;]a, is now two 
years oi a.ge 

The Democratic party has claimed the support of Ductor Steelsmith 

since he '.Ya" nld enough to \''Jte and in the civic affairs of his communitY 
he has :d w:1ys taken 2 prominent part. H i:c worth as a citizen is shown 

by the fact that 1lls party ·wminated him for the prr)minent piJsition c)f state 

representative in the fall of I 9 I 2 and his subsequent election ga \·e added 

proof 0f his pnrmlarit.1· m his berne county In the Legislature l:e wa.~ made 
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a member of the committees on public health, fish and game, roads and 
highways and public schools. On these various committees be performed 
efficient service and was recognized as a man of progressive ideas in 
every way. He is honoring the county that elected him by throwing his 
influence in favor of all movements of merit and opposing such as he feels 
will not be to the benefit of his community or the state at large. He and 
his wife are attendants of the Methodist Episcopal church while the Doctor 
is a member of the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. Such is the brief 
history of Doctor Steelsmith, a man who, while serving his own interests, 
is at the same time performing his full duty as a member of the common
wealth in which he lives. He is a man of pleasing personality. is widely 
known throughout his county as a man of strict integrity and high ideals 
in life. 

ENOCH PHILBY. 

Enoch Philby, a well kno\vn farmer of Baker township. is one of the 
early settlers of the county who ~ndured the arduous toil and privation of 
the pioneer. He was born in the year r84r in Franklin county, Indiana. 
His father, James E. Philby, was a native of the state of Virginia. who 
emigrated to Iowa in the year r849. In his youth he was united in mar
riage to Sidney Lyons, and to this union nine children were born. In r86I, 
when the foundations of our government were shaken and the call for 
volunteers was issued to fight for the unity of the nation and the integrity of 
its institutions, Enoch Philby and his father were among the first to offer 
themselves to protect the honor of the flag. Both father and son enlisted from 
Winterset, Iowa, and served in Company I, Fourth Cavalry. The follow
ing- year, however, both were discharged on account of disability. the father 
receiving his discharge at Batesville, Arkansas. Both returned to Iowa, the 
son Enoch returning to Madison county. Here he remained, engaging in the 
pursuit of agriculture until I 870, at which time he came to O'Brien county 
and homesteaded on section ro, in Baker township. Here he labored to 
cultivate the land and erect necessary buildings for the shelter of himself 
and housing of the implements and produce of the place, and two years later 
he brought to his home a bride, whose maiden name was Martha Brown. 
This lady was a native of Ohio and was born in r842. Four children were 
born to them, but in the year 1905 sorrow entered their midst, for at that. 
time death claimed the wife and mother. The children are living, as fol-
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JOURNAL OF .THE HOUSE 1603 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolu
tion commemorating the life, character and public service of the late 
Hon()rable Daniel Clarence Steelsmith, begs leave to report the following· 
memorial: 

Dr. Steels:triith was born June 11, 1877, in Conrad, Iowa. He died 
March 12, 1950, at the age of 72. · 

When he was five years old he moved with his parents to Arcadia, Ohio, 
where they resided until he was thirteen years of age. He was graduated 
from the State University of Iowa in 1902, where he received his medical 
degree~ After graduation he went to Melvin where be practiced medicine 
for fourteen years.. He served seven years as councilman and two terms 
as mayor. 

On June 29, 1904, Dr. Steelsmith was married to Maude Rolston, and 
to this union were born three children. Mrs. Steelsmith and two daugh
ters, Mrs. Lola Crum of Des Moines and Mrs. Marjorie Jobe of Pasadena, 
California, survive him.· 

In 1913 Dr. Steelsmith was elected to represent Osceola "County in the 
House. of Representatives, and again elected in 1915 to lterve as Repre
sentative. He served in the Thirty-fifth and Thirty-sixth General Assem-
blies. . 

Dr. Steelsmith studied public health at Harvard University where, in · 
1947, he was awarded the honorary degree of master of health. 

In August, 1930, he was appointed head of the state health depart
·ment. Prior to that he served as deputy commissioner. Just prior to 
joining the state health department• he was health commissioner at 
Dubuque, Iowa. 

From 1935 to 1945 Dr. Steelsmith was county health commissioner in 
South Boston, Virginia. He retired from public health work in 1945. 

Dr. Steelsmith was a man of pleasing personality, took an active in
terest in all things that were for the betterment of his community and all 
Iowa. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representative8 of the Fifty
fourth General Assembly of 'Iowa,: That·in the passing of the Honorable 
Daniel Clarence Steelsniith the state has lost a valued and honored citi
~en, and the House )VOUld tender, by this resolution, its sincere ~ympathy 
to his beloved family in their great sorrow. · · 

Be It Fwrther Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

ROBERT HUISMAN, 

ROY J. SMITH, 
· JACOB VAN ZwoL, 

Committee 
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