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W.iUia.rn Oldenburg of Rock Rapids 
died· suddenly at his home July 13th 
of a heart attack. M:t'. Oldenburg had 
~n down town in the aften1.0on and 
when he returned home ~e ·ate lunch 
w ith Mrs. Oldenburg and a number of 
visitors after which he retired to the 
po~h to smoke. · 'Shortly after tho 
ladies w ent out to look at the flower 
garden and ·they immediately noticed 
that Mr. Oldenburg was in distress. A 
physician waa called but he d ied be­
fore medical a.id reached ·him. Mr. 
Oldenburg 'is well known throughout 
t his section of the country as for many 
year.a he served as secretary of the 
German Farmers• Mutual Insurance 
com).)any. F o-r the .past two or three 
years he had ·been in failing henlth and 
;had .retired from act ive work. He was 
73 years old· and ·is survived by his 
'vife and ii ve ehildren . 

Jamc3 Davis, 55, an Indian from the 
Winnebago Mission s tation at Winne­
bago, Neb., died as the result of an ac­
cident in the railroad yards in Sioux 
Center the night of July 8th. His body 
wa.s found ·the follo\ying ·morning by a. 
Grea t Northern road inspector. The 
inspector first saw a leg nnd part of a 
hand b etween the tracks and the brxly 
was found in the weeds some distance 
from the tm<!k where the Indian ·had 
evidently crawled. Just how the acci­
dent happened is not known bu t the 
supposition is that when the Indian 

I attempted to get ;back into the box ear 
\ as the train was pulling out he missed 
his hold and feH, wibh one le~:r under 
the wheels. He died from the loss of 
blood. It appears as though Davis wns 
under the jnftucnce of liquor ns a bot­
tle wi th liquor in it was £ou11d nea:rby. 
Anotner faCt substantiating this 
theory is that another Winnebago In­
d ian was arrested in Sioux Center t hat 
night because ·he was intoxicated. Be-
f ore ·the officers bad learned of the fate 
of Davis they had -released tho other 
Indian. Mr. Davis was indentitied by a 
registration card found on his body. A 
son of Davis and an undertaker from 
Winnebago ~me aft.er the body. Ac­
cording to the other Indian they were 
on their way to Rock Rapids in .scu-ch 
of employment. The Winnebago Mis­
sion. station is supported ·by the Re­
formed churches. Davis is survived by 
his Virife and five children. 
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LYON COUNTY, lOW A. 

Politically, Mr. Sindt cast his first 

vote for Rutherford B. Hayes, but 

changed ·hi s affiliations at the time Gen­

eral Garfield was a candidate and since 

then has voted the Democrat ic ticket. 

The most o f the time he iJs been 

here he has served on the school board, 

being at present tre1surer. Other local 

posi tions have been fi JJed by him, and 

he is always actively interested in town 

and county affairs. The family are 

all reared in the Lutheran fait h. Both 

husband and wife are bright and pro­

gessive people, and have all the modern 

devices in the home and on the farm 

with which to facilitate work and make 

life less a burden. 

WILLIAM OLDENBURG. 

W iJiiam Oldenburg, who has been 

a resident of Logan township, L yon 

county, for nearly a dozen years, and in 

that t ime has demonstrated' his own 

ability as a farmer and his standing as 

a man and a citizen, was born in Dav­

enport, Iowa, September 18, 1863. 
Frederick Oldenburg, ·his father, was 

a farmer; who was born in Germany 

and came to America in 1857 a single 

man. William was the third m ember 

of a family of eight children, and g rew 

ttp on the farm ne1r the city .of Da ver'l-

port, where he had plenty, o£ l~a rd ,,·urk, 

and finished his education after pass­

ing through the common school, at the 

Duncan Business College. 

·wiJJiam Oldenburg spent some time 

on the farm after completing his busi­

ness course, and in I 887- I 888 sp~nt the 

most of his time in Nebraska, ba,·i ng 

a large lumber yard at Bennington in 

that state. 

lVIr. Oldenburg and Miss :\leta 

Kuelper were married in 1891. She 

\\·as a native of Scott county, Iowa, 

while her father, Fritz Kuelper, was a 

farmer and a native of Germany. To 

this union were born: Stella, Malinda, 

Esther, Wilbur and A manda. Mr. 

Oldenburg had returned from N ebras­

ka and been a resident o f Scott county 

three years before his marriage; he re­

mained in that county for three years 

after that event, and in the spring of 

1904 came to Lyon county where he 

bought his present farm in section 23, 

Logan township, which he has greatly 

improved. H is house has the follow­

ing dimensions : r6 by 28, r6 by 20, 

and I 2 by 12 feet ; the barn and granary 

is 40 by so feet; there are ~orn cribs. 

a chicken house, a hog house, and gen­

erally a. complete set of buildings for 

the farm requirements. The farm 

g rove is thrifty, and a young orchard, 

mainly of app le, cherries and plum 

trees is comi ng forward rapid ly. The 

t 

l 
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farm now comprises one-hali the 5ec­

tion, and is considered one of the most 

desirable in the county. ~Ir. Olden­

burg is a prominent citizen of the coun­

ty, has been assessor o f the township 

for six years. and is now president of 

the school board. On another page of 

this ,·olume will he found a portrait of 

Mr. Oldenburg. 

M.\TTHE\\' ~I. \YHE.-\TLY. 

~Iatthe\\' ~f. \\' heatly. a resident o f 

Elgin township, Lyon county. and the 

owner o f a fine farm of one hundred 

and sixty ac-res in section 29. is a na­

tive of Yorkshire, England, where he 

was born August 28, 1855· the fifth 

member of a family of tweh·e children 

born to Charles and Mary (?\-fiddle­

wood) " ' heatly. Se,·en members of 

this large and interesting family are 

now li,·ing. 

The subject of this writing " ·as 

born on an estate that had been in the 

hands of the \\'heatly family for more 

than two hundred years. His mother 

had spent seve~al ycrtrs oi her girlhood 

in this country and her accounts of 

its possihilities made him leaYe Eng­

land ':,·hile he ,,·as sti ll under age. He 

arri,·ed at Quebec, June 18, r816. and 

made his way tn L•peer. ~Iichigan. 
27 

where he found employment for a short 

time on a farm, a nd t:1ougn he wa5 a 

good engineer, he decided that in the 

new world he would be a farmer . In 

1883 he came to Lyon county, " ·here 

he purchased the farm he no"· 0\\"11S. 

paying for it the ,·ery modest price o f 

$18 per acre. Here he :sertled with his 

family the following spring, and in the 

twenty years intervening has \YOn his 

s tanding as a keen and . intelligent 

farmer and a successful stockman. He 

has done not a little to impro,·e the 

grade of cattle handled by Lyon county 

farmers and owned one of the first 

ftt_l l-hlood Galloways in the county. de 

has also de,·oted much attention to the 

culture of Shropshire sheep. 

For t\Yelve years Mr. \Vheatly has 

been justice of the peace and has long 

been actively interested in local politics, 

having served two years as town tnts­

tee. In school matters he is progres­

sive, and believes in surrounding the 

children with the best educational ad­

,·antages that money can command. He 

is a Republican, is a :\fethodist. and 

belongs to the Modern Brotherhood o f 

.-\merica. He attenJs the county con­

,·ention regularly. 

Mr. \Vheatly was married m r8i6 

to :\[iss Emily :\Iorton, a nati,·e of Lin ­

coln~hire. and to their union ha,·e C• •me 

;;e\·en children: Edith. n0\\' the " ·i ie 

11i E. K Y0n ker. a iarmer in 5~"~util 
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JOUR}II'AL OF THE HOUSE 1875 

T/w·efore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fo-rty­
eighth Geneml Asse1nbly, That the state has lost a valued and beloved 
citizen, and the House of Representatives wo•uld tender, by this r esolution, 
its sincere and heartfelt sympathy to his beloved family in their sorrow. 

Be It F1t1·the1· Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House, and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forwar d 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

w. c. AXMElAR, 

F. E. HYETT, 
MELVIN WlLSON, 

Unanimously adopted, April 12, 1939. 

HONORABLE WILLIAM OLDENBURG 

Committee. 

MR. SPE!AKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare suitable resolu­
t ions commemorating the life, character and public services of the Honor­
able William Oldenburg, a former member of the General Assembly of 
Iowa, begs leave to submit the following: 

William Oldenburg died a t Rock Rapids, I owa, July 13, 1937 at the 
age of 74 years. 

He was born in Davenport, Iowa, September 18, 1863. Educated in 
the public schools of the county, he later took a business course in Duncan 
Business Col lege. In 1891, he married Miss Meta Kuelper, of Scott 
county. To this union were born five children, Mrs. Malinda Wohlers, 
Mrs. Stella Schnepf, Mrs. Esther Schnepf, Mrs. Amanda Schemmel, and 
Wilbur Oldenburg. 

In 1915 Mr. and Mrs. Oldenburg retired from the farm and moved 
to Rock Rapids, Iowa. For many years he served as secretary of the 
German Farmer's Mutual Insurance Company, besides doing a general 
insurance business. He served Lyon county in the State Legislature 
during the Thirty-sixth General Assembly in 1915. 

The1·efo>·e, Be I t Resolved by the Honse of Representatives of the Forty­
eighth General Afisembly, That in the passing of the Honorable William 
Oldenburg, the state has lost a valuable and honored citizen, and the 
House would tender, by this resolutio·n, its sincere sympathy to the 
surviving members of his family in their sor row, and 

Be It Fu1·ther Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the Hovse, and that the Chief Clerk be inshucted to send 
an enrolled copy to the family of' the deceased. 

J. T. DYKHOUSE, 

M. D. VAN 00STERHOUT, 

W. A. YAGER, 

Cotmnittee. 
Unanimously adopted, April 12, 1939. 
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IGI Individual Record Page 1 of 1 

IGI Individual Record Family Search ™ International Genealogical Index v5.0 

North America 

William Oldenburg 
Male 

Event(s): 
Birth: 18 SEP 1863 , , Iowa 
Christening: 
Death: 13 JUL 1937 Rock Rapids, Lyon, Iowa 
Burial: 

Parents: 
Father: 
Mother: 

Frederick Henry Oldenburg 
Dorothea Woelk 

Messages: 

Pedigree 

Record submitted after 1991 by a member of the LOS Church. No additional information is available. 
Ancestral File may list the same family and the submitter. 

Source Information: 
No source information is available. 

An official Web site of The Church of Jesus Christ of latter-day Saints 
© 2008 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. 

http://www.familysearch.org/eng/search/IGI/individual_record.asp?recid=I00480422138&1... 1/9/2011 
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Individual Record 

Individual Record 

William Fredrick OLDENBURG (AFN: 3HN1-WO) 
Sex:M 

Event(s) 
Birth: 18 Sep 1863 

, Scott, Ia 
Death: 13 Jul 1937 

Rock Rapids, Lion, Ia 

Parents 

Marriage(s) 
Spouse: Meta KUELPER (AFN: 3HN1-X5) 

Marriage: 19 Feb 1891 
, Scott, Ia 

Submitter(s) 

About Ancestral File 

Page 1 of 1 

FamilySearch ™ Ancestral File v4.19 

Pedigree 
Family 

Details 

Ancestral File is a collection of genealogical information taken from Pedigree Charts and Family Group 
Records submitted to the Family History Department since 1978. The information has not been verified 
against any official records. Since the information in Ancestral File is contributed, it is the responsibility of 
those who use the file to verify its accuracy. 

Please Note 
Names and address of submitters to Ancestral File and those who have a research interest are provided to 
help in the coordination of research. The use of this information for any other purpose, including commercial 
use, is strictly prohibited. 

An official Web site ofThe Church of Jesus Christ of latter-day Saints 
© 2008 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. 

http://www.familysearch.org/eng/searcb/ AF /individual_record.asp?recid=2853057 &lds=O&... 1/9/2011 
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William F. Oldenburg- Overview- Ancestry.com 

ancest ry 

Home Family Trees Search 

Scott-Barrett Family Tree 

~to~ee I Treeoaaes 

Collaborate 

0.-mer: 

William F. Oldenburg 

learnong Center 

RuthSchemmel12 

Borth 18 Sep 1863 in DavenPOrt. Srott. Iowa USA 

Death 13 Jul 1937 In Rock Ra!lids. Lyon Iowa USA 

Overview Facts and Sources Medoa Gallery Comments Member Connect 

Medta Gallery 

No photos, stories, audio or video have been added yet. 

Tomeline <~till> 

1870 

Age:7 

1880 

AVe: 11 

1900 

Age:J7 

1910 

Age: 47 

1920 

Age: 57 

1930 
Agc:67 

1937 
'3·Jul 

Agc:73 

Comments 

Birth 
pavenoort Scott Iowa. USA 

R~ig~n<;,g 
oavenoort Srott. Iowa. Urnted States 

Marriage to Meta Kuelper 

Residence 
Cleveland & Logan Townsbios. Lyon Iowa 

Residence 
LoQan. Lyon Iowa 

Residence 
Rock. Lvon. Iowa 

Residence 
Rock Rapids. Lyon, Iowa 

Death 
Rock RaQids Lyon Iowa USA 

No comments 114-.e been «<ded yer. 

Add a comment 

Page 1 of 1 

DNA Publosh Shop H re an Expert 

6 SQIJrce C!tat!OOS 

1 source atation 

1 soorce at.a\10!! 

1 source gta\10!! 

1 source gtaoon 

I SOUI'l:e dtatiQD 

1 source gtauon 

find a ~ on tlus tree 

Save this oerson to vour tree 

Comment on thos 

Family Members 

Pa rents 

Frederick Oldenburg 
1825-

Dorothea Woe!k 
1837-

Spouse & Children 

Meta Kueloer 
1866- 1956 

Stella Dorotbca Oldenburg 
1892- 1978 

Mehnda Hilda Olden bum 
1893- 1942 

Esther Vesta Oldenburg 
1895-1975 

Wilber Frederick Olden bum 
1900-1966 

Amanda Amelia Oldenburg 
1902- 1984 

Family group sheet 

Source Information 

1870 United States Federal Census 

n 1 cotabon provides evidence for Residence, 
Name, Birth 

t88o United States Federal Census 
I 1 citatiOn provides evidence for Birth, 

_j Name, Residence 

1900 United States Federal Census 
-~ I Ota\10!! prOVIdes evxlence for Residence, 
L-.... Marriage, Name, Birth 

1910 United States Federal Census 
r- 1 ota\10!! J)rOY1des evxlence for Birth, 
I Name,Residence 

1920 United States Federal Census 

J 
I otatioo proYOdes evidence for Name, 
Residence, Birth 

1930 United States Federal Census 

1 I cotatoon provodes evidence for Birth, 
Name, Residence 

Ancestry Family Trees 

http:/ /trees.ancestry .com/tree/9 52 9870/person/-77 4568770?ssrc= 1/9/2011 
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William Oldenburg (1863 - 1937)- Find A Grave Memorial 

Actions 
Bealn New Search 

Renne last Search 

Cemetery Lookup 

Add Burial Records 

Help with Find A Grave 

Find all Oldenburgs In: 

• Riverview Cemetery 

• Rock Rapids 

• Lvon County 

· ~ 
• Find A Grave 

Top Contributors 

Success Stories 

Discussion Forums 

Find A Grave Store 

Support Flnd A Grave 

~jiOtrmt This 
Memotial! 

Advertosement 

Please 
take 
our 

survey 

go ._ 

Memorial Photos 

Birth: 
Death: 

Inscription: 
Father 

Burial : 
Riverview Cemeterv 
Rock Rapids 
Lyon County 
Iowa, USA 

flowers 

1863 
1937 

Created by: steamerfan 
Record added: Sep 21, 2008 

William Oldenburg 

Cemetery Photo 
Added by: Ken Beckman 

Find A Grave Memorial# 29978640 

Cemetery Photo 
Added by: Brenda Allyn 

Photos may be scaled. 
dick on image for full size. 

~ Lenve noweH: 
.;JI.> nnd a note \ If 

Accuracy and Copvroght Dosclaomer 

Page 1 of 1 

Edit 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-binlfg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Oldenburg&GSfn=Williarn&GS... 1/9/201 1 




