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PAST .AND PRESENT OF 

Iowa, where he resided upon a farm for 
!llany years. He is tWw li\'ing- rctir~d in 
the Yillage of :\nita. Cnto ~Ir. and :.\Irs. 
Cline haYc been born se,·en childrt!n, of 
whom six are yet li\·ing: \\'arren E., \\'ho 
is employed in the Casey creamery; Frank
lin P., Albert E., Ollie F., Ernest L. and 
james F., all at home. 011e son, Ecldic, is 
no\\' deceased. 

:\fr. Cli11e belongs to Casey lodge, ~0. 
256, I. 0. 0. F. He usually ,·otes the dem
ocratic ticket, but is liberal in his \'iews :.nd 
at local elect ions i requently casts his ballot 
without regard to party association. His 
liie has been a busy and useiul one, crowned 
\\·ith success, and he is now numbered among 
the pro~perons fanners of Thompson to\\'n
ship, his property being a monument to hi~ 
thrift and diligence. 

S1D:SEY R. REED. 

Sidney R. Reed has been at different times 
,·ariously connected with business and pro
gressive interests in Guthrie county and is 
now associated with his brother, \V. L. Reed, 
under the !inn name of Reed Brothers, in 
the grain and live-stock business. lie pos-· 
sesses a spirit of determination that has cn
ab1~d him to O\·ercome many difficultics·-and 
obstacles, such as always confront the busi
ness man. Prompt, energetic and reliable, 
he has made an excellent record in the busi
ness world by reason of honorable meth
ods. He was horn in .:1:\oble county, Ohio, 
Apr il 29, 1859, his parents being Harmon T. 
and · Louisa (Jordan) Reed. His great
grandmother in the paternal line. Mrs. Re
becca Reed, i:; still living. ShP. is now eighty
five years of age and she has six great-g~eat
grandchildren. 

Harmon T. Reed, the father of our sub
ject, was born in )forgan county, Ohio. on 
the 7th of DccemlJer, I 838. There he \\'as 
reared and eng-aged in fanning until 18G~. 

when he came to Iowa . . Arriving in Guthrie 
county, he purchased a farm in Valle,· town-• . . 
ship, then Center township. ,,-here hi! en-
gaged in buying. feeding and shipping c-at
tle in connection \\'itll ?:Cneral <tgri.:u! i ur~ll 
pursuits. He was thus busily occupietl umil 
1875, \d1eu his knowledge a11ll pre,·ious suc
c-ess in the cattle business took him to Chi
cago, \Yhere he engaged in the liYe-stock 
commission business ·at the Cnion Stock 
Yards. He was ide~1titied with the business 
there for fiiteen months, aiter which he re
turned to :.\Ienlo , then known as Guthrie 

·switch, where he contim!cd in the Ji,·e-stock 
and grain business until ISiS. In the fall 

. of that year he went to Leadville, Colorado, 
,,·here he engaged in mining and merchan
dising. During his sojourn in that state he 
was one of the four men known as the ''lucky 
four" who tliscO\·ered the Duncan mine on 
Friar hill. The others were ~like Duncan, 
George France and F. B. Bickford, all of 
whom were early settlers in Guthrie county. 
l\Ir. Duncan sold Iris interest to :.\ft-. Reed 
and his partner, :\fr. Bickford, for six hun
dred dollars, and some time later they 
opened up a rich sih·cr \·ein that enabled 
them to sell the mine fo r thirty thousand 
dollars. The ne\Y company developed the 
mine rapid!)· and but a short time later they 
were shipping ninety tons per day which 
showed a smelting rate oi thirty dollars per 
ton, and the mine was estimated to be worth 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 
· Harmon T. Reed remained in L~adville 

five years, after which he returned to ~lon
teith and resided on the home farm. until 
1901, when he went to Palisades, Cr;lorac\o . 
There he engaged in the raising of pc:tchcs 
and in this he has been very successful, se
curing a measure of prosperity in execs~ 

of all of his fonner inYcstments. Some of 
his orchards arc now worth three thousand 
dollars per acre and others are valued at al
most as high a figme. He O\\'ns a residence 
at Long Reach, CalifrJrnia, which he pur
chased in December, !~JOG, and which he 

i 
I 
I 
·i 
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PAST Al\D PRESENT OF 

fairs he has bt~en \\'atchiul of c\·ery oppor
tunity of winning success, ;ml as years haYe 
gone by he has attained a pl<Ke of promi
nence as a li,•e-stock dealer m Guthrie 
county. 

ABR.\:\I RCTT. 

·-.:'\bram Rutt, who llas been connected with 
yarious business interests in Guthrie county, 
is no\\' president o'f the :\bram Rutt .:\ation
al Bank of Casey and is widely recognized as 
an ltble financier all(l a man o f unqnalil!ed 
business integrity. He was bo m in Lancas
ter county. Pennsylnmia, on the 3d of Oc
tober. 183 I, and is a son of Samuel and 
Susan ( \\'histler) l~utt, of '\hose se\·en 
children he ah)l)c sun·i\'1.~5 . ·The iather, also 
a nati,·e o f Lancaster county., there spent his 
t'n~ire life, reaching l.he yenerab!e age of 
eighty-two years. Throughout his acti,·c 
business career his time and energies \vere 
de,·oted 'to farming. 

Abram Rutt \\'as rearcll on the old home
stead ia rm and acquired his educat_ion in the 
di strict schools oi Lancaster county. H is 
educational pri,·ileg~:s were limited, as he at
tended school only when there was nothing 
of importance to be done on the farm. He 
remained ltpl)n the old homestead until his 
twenty-third year and in the fall of 1853 he 
came west, attracted by the broader oppor
tunities. which he belie,·ed mig-ht be enjoyed 
in a new but 'rapidly cle,•eloping section of 
the country. He spent the winter in :\Jadi~ 
son county, Jo\\'a, and in the spring of 18 _:;4 
he went to Adair county. He was closely 
associated ''"ith early e\'ents there that left 
their impress upon the history of that por
tion oi the state. He helped to lay out the 
count): seat of ..-\clair county, which at that 
time was Fontanelle, \\'here he ccmtinued to 
make his home until 1876. 

E,·er · watchful of C•pportunitics anr\ re:tcl
ily recog-nizing- the <•pportune ffi()mcnt when 
it arri\'(·d. ) l r. Hntt tul'lt(·d hi:> al'tCittion 111 

the se\·cnties- to the lumber trade; opening
yards in Casey. In this ,-cnturc he met \\'ith 
success, building up an c:dcnsi\' e l.nts~ness 
atHI at the same time he purcl.tased and im
prO\·ed a section of school land in Allair· 
county. To this he. added a tract oi t\\'o 
hunclrecl and iorty acres and l•e still retains 
the ownership of these landed interests. 
Upon establishing the lumberyard at Casey 
he remo,·ecl t9 this town and continued in 
the lumber business until abottt 1888. In 
the meantime. howe,·er, he became a factor 
in financial circles, opening a pri\'ate bank
ing house, which he ~ondu('tecl for t\\'enty 
years. In February, 1906. he organized the 
.-\l>ram Rutt :-\ati0nal Bank. and on the Ist 

of )larch. I 906. the ne\\· financial institution 
opened its door for business, wi th .-\uram 
Rutt as presi~!ent; William Valentine a~ Yicc 
president; and S. Lin~oln Rutt as cashier. 
The bank is capita I izecl for t we:1 ty-fiye thou
sand dollars and is one of the lead ing finan
cial institutions of Guthrie county. ln ad
clition to his banking an(l agt·icultural in
terests, ::\Ir. Rutt dealsin farm lands ancl his 
operations in real estate ha,·e been to him a 
fruitful sonrce of income. In 190-t- in con
nection \\·ith ~Iichael :\lcDonald, L. :\1. 

Kern. of Des :.ioit~es. anti. :\Ir. :\liller. he 
boug-ht sc,·en thousand acres of land in Can
ada. which is now all sold. 

On the 5th of February. r866, was cele
hratecl the marriage of :\bram Rutt ami 
:\[iss Sarah Valentine, oi :\dair county, with 
\\'ho m he tra\'eled life's journey for nearly 
twenty years, being- then separated by the 
death oi the wiie August 25, 1885. In bi:> 
political views !\-Ir. R utt is a republican, who 
keeps well in formed on the questions and is
sues of the day and is known as a stalwart 
champion of the. party pri1!ciples. He sen·ecl 
for one tenn as county treasmer whi le li\'ing
in Adair county. Fraternally he is connect
ed with the. :\J'asons, at Fontanelle, ha"i,;g _ 
been made a :\fason nearly fifty years <~g•). 

To him there ha<> come the attainment nf 
:1 dist i:1guishcJ pr.;-;it ion in connection with 
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trust in which he was placed in charge. No one came to him for aid 
without receiving a generous portion from the hand of Mr. Ray. 

He was widely known throughout Poweshiek county. Men of all pa.rties 
and all creeds held him iri. highest esteem and the oldest residents now 
living in Poweshiek county take pleasure in recalling the many splendid 
traits of character he evinced through his long and creditable career as 
a leading citizen in his county. 

There/ore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representat·ives of the 
F01-ty-seventh Geneml Asscrnbly, That in the passing of the Honorable 
William G. Ray, the state has lost a valuable and honored citizen, and 
t he House would tender by this resolution, its sincere sympathy to the 
surviving members of the family in their sorrow, and 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House, and that the Chief Clerk be instructed to send 
an enrolled copy to the family of the de~eased. 

J. W. F'RIZ~ELh 
J. P. GALLAGHER, 
J. E. CRAVEN, 

Unanimously adopted, April19, 1937. 

HONORABLE SIDNE Y R. REED 

Committee. 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee appointed to prepare suitable resolu
tions commemorating the life and service of the Honorable Sidney R. 
Reed, late of Guthrie county, Iowa, beg leave to submit the follow~ng 
memorial: _ 

Sidney R. Reed was born in Noble county, Ohio, April 29, 1859, and 
passed away at the family residence in the town of Montieth, Iowa, ~pril 
30, 1934. 

At the age of three he came with his parents, Harmon T. Reed an9 
Louisa Jordan Reed, to Iowa. His entire farm life was spent on the 
same farm near Montieth. 

In his early life, he was a teacher in rural schools. Later he became 
a farmer and was also interested in the One Hundred and One Ranch in 
Cherry county, Nebraska. After retiring, he was associated with his 
brother in Montieth in livestock and grain business. 

Mr. Reed was united in marriage on November 10, 1880, to Miss Alice 
McClellan. Three children were born, all of whom survive, Mrs. Pearl 
Reed Clampitt, Adel, Iowa ; Mrs. Nora Reed Moench, Waterville, Minne-
sota and Mrs. Hazel Reed Havens, Rochester, Minnesota. · 

Mr. Reed served his community and state and served them well. Iqwa 
has lost a most valuable citizen. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Rep~·esenta,tives of · the 
Fo1·ty-seventh General Assembly, That in the passing of the HonQr~bw 
Sidney R. Reed the state has lost an honored citizen, a man of high i.cJil.~!l 
in brotherly living and useful citizenship. 
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Be It Fm·the1· Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the Hc·use and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased . 

. S. M. THOMPSON, 
J,' P. GALLAGHER, 

H. S. LOVE, 
Contm1ttee. 

Unanimously adopted, April 19, 1937. 

HONORABLE J. W. ROBERTS 

MR. SPf:AKE.R: Your committee appointed to prepare suitable resolu
t ions, commemorating the life and servic~ of the Honorable J. W. Roberts, 
late of Adair county, Iowa, beg leave to submit the following memorial: 

J. W. Roberts was born in Adair county, Iowa, July 9, 1861, and passed 
away at the family residence in Grand River Township, Greenfield, Iowa, 

on July 10, 1936. 
Mr. Roberts during his life was prominent in his county serving as 

township officer, county recorder during the years of 1903 to 1909 ancl 
in the Forty-first and Forty-s~cond General Assemblies of the State 

Legislature. 
At the age of 25, he was united in marriage to Eva Jane Tullis. To 

them were born three children, two sons and a daughter, James and 
Lloyd Roberts, who resides ne!l r Greenfield and Mrs. Olie Grace Hoyt, 
who resides in Guthrie, Oklahoma. The grandchildren are Donald, Mil
dred, Robert and Roberta H oyt and Bet ty Darlene Roberts. 

Mr. Roberts was a resident of Grand River township for 58 years, 
served his community and state and served them well, and Iowa has lost 

a most valuable citizen. 
Theref ore, Be It R esolved by the House of Representatives of the 

Forty-seventh Geneml A.~sembly, That in the passing of the Honorable 
J . W. Roberts the state has lost an honored citizen, a man of high ideals 
in brotherly living and useful citizenship. 

Be It Further .Resol11ed, That a copy of these resolutions be spread 
upon the Journal of t he Houl'1e, and that t he -Ghief Clerk be dir ected 
to forw11rd an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

H. S. LOVE, 
G. T. KuESTER, 
S. M. THOMPSON', 

Committee. 

llnanimou~ly adopted, .Aprill9, 1937. 

HONORABLE CHISTIAN SALTZMANN 

i.'<IR. s ·PEAKER : Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions com
memorat ive of the life, character and public services of the Honorable 
Christian Saltzmann, of Chickasaw county, Iowa, beg leave to submit 

the following report; 
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