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Standard Porm Por Members of the Leqislature 

Kame of ROBERT JCif tY! e,.5 Senator ____ _ 

Gz ... 2 .. 

1. Birthday and place 13 January 1856, on "present site" of Pittsburgh, Pa. 

2. Harriaqe (I) date place 
Mary H. Stoddard (Feb 1865 .1~1 ), 1 Jul y 1882 (bio &ay& 27 June, wbicb is date of license) 

3. Siqnificant events for example: 

A. Business banking, teacher 

B. Civic responsibilities Djrector, State Arjcultural Society (vp2yrs,Pr lyr) 

c. Profession ______________________________________________ _ 

4 . Church memberahip_~c~own~g~rue~g~a~t~j~o~nAa~J----------------------

5. Sessions served 36 & 37 GA1915-1918 BnMhal di: eo. 

6. Public Offices 

A. Loc a 1 Deputy County Treasncw::e. one term 

B. Stat•------~--------------------------------------------

C. National ________________________________________________ _ 

7. Death 2 Novemvber 1924. Rutland. Iowa. heart attack just after makjng 
a political speech. 

8. Children __________________________________________________ ___ 

9. Kames of parenta __ ~J~O~h~n~J~o~h~n~s~t~o~n~·~J~a~n~e~(~P~o~r~t~e-rL) ____________________ _ 
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10. Education Humboldt public schools; HUmboldt College 

11. Degree•------------------------------------------------------

12. Other applicable information. ______________________________ __ 

Came with prents to H! Iowa spring 1856. They settled near Humboldt. Do not find parents 
on 1860 or 1870 census. 

He was deputy co . treasurer one term, resigning in 1883 to enter banking business. 
Taught in rural schools. Retiredd from baDk sevenyears before death. 

Chair, Republican central committee several years. 
wife had been national treasurer of DAR. She was attend1ng grand chapter meectng of 

Eastern Star in Sioux City, at time Mr. Johnston died. 
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Sources Log For Legislation Entries 

Applicability 

Source Non .l.pplicable .l.pplicable Information obtained 

X sessions served 
I X death 

X bio list 

Stork/Clingan, Legislators 
Humboldt Republican, 7 November 1924, pi col 
Redbook 1915 

x memo 1925 House J~ou~rna~~rr-----------------------------------~----~mn-----------------
X RJ & wf 

death/bio 

Union Cemetery, Humboldt 
Hist. Humholdittlc~o~.~,~I~9ITOnrr-------xx--------------------------------------~------------
Humboldt Independent, 5 November 1924 
Humboldt Co. Marriage Rec . 3 112 
1860 Iowa Census x 
1870 " X 

1900 Iowa Census Humb 131-1-66 

X 

x mart . 

X h/wf 

\ 
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UNG SHOW IS 
LA TED NOV~ t l 
h.~MSTICE ·DAY 

IFATHEUS AND SONS DIES IN RUTLAND BANQUET DATED FOR 
FRIDAY, NOV. 14 

.T he annual Fuher ~ncl · ·son 'ba·n- : THURSDAY LAST 
quet will be ~:iven a t the Congn•ga-

tional ehurch undur, the> llU~pic~~ M , OF HEART F. AILU' RE the local 'Ii i-y club: Jo'l;day evening, . 
November 14, at 6 :30. The father of . 
~oys in hiJ:"h ~chool nnd in junior high : • , 

.· are 9xpcet.ed to como: ~tnd bring their . . 

tger . Kendall ·secures ~~;~· sc~~t~~ :;_hi~ 1~n:~~t n~:h~ b~,t"~~~ Uohcrt .J. Johnston Strickea 
•me Exc~llent Talent would l_ike to come, ple~tse get in · .Just After Finishing · 

. for HIS Bouts toueh, wtth Mr. Goodrich, Rev. Eyman, I'OIJ'tical Speech·· 
Dr. l' e rreby or Supt. Jakway. A fi ne 

t will undoubtediy be the bes t toast program is assured for the ban
·eard Manager Kendal l has yet · quct. Otis McCren~ former Minne- 1 
in Humboldt, wi!J be put on ~otn football star, who Is now ht>ad 

y cvenin.~e, 11tarting · · at eight football coach at lJrage universit)', 
when twc>nty-sid r ounds o will g ive the main toa~t. ·An effort is 

will be ~ tugcd in the ·Legion being made t o got formor superin
tendent of schoola Minkel of· Fort 
Dodgl', as another speaker. Toasts · 
will also be given by local men and · 
Hi-Y memb<!rs. The ticket., may be 
obtainc>d · from Mr. Goodrich, Rev. Ey- : 
man, Dr. Ft'rreby und the ml'ml><'rs ~ 
the Hi-Y next week. · I 

main ·go will be between Joe 
'te and George Melcher, both 
1 140 and 1 uO pounds, w'ho will 
ght round~. · Mandotte is from 
•II City, nnd Molcher Is from 
1lnes. 
.ling•: NeiAon of F ort. Dodge 
et J oe You·nKer, of DI'A Moines. 
1d~ wehth in at 142. 
elly of Dell Moines will meet 

Ayreshire . in six rounds. 
of Des l'tfoines will meet "Bat

Koob of Dakota City. These 
!lfh 118 and 119 respectively. 
Evans hu been secured as 
of the bouts. 

r BALL GAME 
r FAig GROUNDS 
F~ll NOVEMBER 8 

A.rr. 11 Stars will meet ~e 
ldt n.aependent team at the 
ldt fair rrounda November 8, 
nat game Ia expected . . 
Ames team waa defeated by 

Let's com<.' out w ith the boys, Dads ! ; 
Wh~tt do you say! : 

ARMISTICE DAY GAME l 
· FOR HUMBOLDT FANS. I 

· -ROCKWELL CITY i 
The Humboldt Independent foot r 

ball team will meet the ltockwcll City ! 
foot ball teum Armistice day at three j 
o'clock at the fair g rounds in Hum- 1 
boldt. Rockwell City hus played five : 
~tames this year, and is undefeated. In :

1 f~td, .they have not lost a game dur-
ing the past seven years. · . I 

There will also be " ·boxing Mh~w ! 
in the Legion building the same eve-I 
ning. Anyone comp,g to Humboldt· 
that day will find opportunity to view 1 
athletic aporta. 

R. J. Johneton . 
mboldt team lut year, and Ia Big Postal Expansion · 
lldoua to tet revence. They Taxes Uncle Samuel 'Robert J. (Bob) Johnston, well 
lcinc up a lot of former Ames . known Humboldt citizen, tel~ dead . fa 
at&N, and they propose to ' put Intereatlni' fact. c:oncemilla' the op- Ru Th 
beat ·baWe . on . tbe 11141 8rid· er~tlon of . the postal •Y•tem In the tland urad1y of last week In the 
7eara. : United Stetea, since· March 4, · 1921, hall · there, Just after he had 11niahed 

·- - - - - are contained In a •eeent bulletin a political <8peech. Death occurred 
)Jiette Caravan just received by Postmaster Frank about three o'clock i n the afternoon.' 

Toured the County~ ·J~~nai~n ha.s boen 110 rapid, the The body was taken Immediately to 
week a La Follette caravan bulletin atatea. t ha t It has tor short the Sheridan home In Rutland, and a· 
Humboldt county, carrying oa periods taxed to the extreme all the physician from Humbol1 called, ~t 
'8 Tcapolr'Dome, and a num- eft'or ts an'd energ ies of the pos ta l or- .Mr. Johnsto~ beyon a id. . 
1peakera. The lead ing auto R;anizatlon and existing " P!>ropria- The deceased 'had be n t ravellllK 
un ted with an Inverted wash- tionA, There has been a total mcrease . . 
eapot and a kettle tied on be- in receipts of $118,608,726 In three With the repubhcan cara an or num
(t entered the towns blowing years, so that annual recolp~last ber of auto~ that had beyn touring the 
· puny s iren, but dolni' the beat year reached $672,000,000. Afnother count y t ha t day, making a aeries of . 
. The procession t hen t ourl'd feature of ex~ansion Is thu spread of. ropubll~ 

11
pecchila. Congressma• · 

~~'\:;:~efl~~h:~o:Jt.~a~ ~~:~~= ~~wa~~o"::b~~~~~8 ;~~~ 9t:mt:~~~~~~n~~ Dickinson wna at . the ~cad o( the 
1e ho)·~ . made some . splendid JlOople doing tho same amount nf bus- company, and ha~ a~ ked h1s c~lleaguea 
' • and won a lot of attention, !ness nre now '8pr1•ad ·over n grclittor to ~peak a portiOn o ( the tl!l'O and 
le many vitte~ for thl' ~enator. area than formerly. People are not help him, aA his voice was 10 bad 

residing 80. closely together in . the shape .rro.m two month~ of constant 
· · d h 11 · campnl l,''l'llng. T he managers of the l•t1•zen Passes · tl tleH, an t o mu carrte r mu~t go h r k ... h d f . .. 

· whl're they art', • ompnny . o spca ers a · ru rnme .. 
-David Thomas CaUed llhny :-.ew l~mpluye" from a~km~ llf r. Jo~hs ton to Kpcak 
T homu• , plonfter of llumboldt T t th ·1 , . 1 . hecauso u( lhu t•urulltwn of hi11 hoart , ,. \" n 1llt1C :4 JlU:4...,, c•xpalltC.IOU I h ' r I k 
I Ill I th 17 .,,,· • 1 1 h ,_ ' w nv1n~ ~ul t•r•·• nn nUnc one.! lll'-

:n 
10 1 c-ounty , nnt more on ,.,, ~ r~l:"!l nr l'lliP "Yt't'~ nvr•. uL'<'Il furl', uml tht•v WL'rl' n! rnirl w t•xcit,. 

yearll or nr.:<', Jl&~sed away at nrlt~<'rl, · rll\'lth••l n-< r .. llow~: · . r:ulwny ; him. lllJWI!V;.,. nt Rutlnnd -It, a~k.-~ 
e in llumh•llolt in thu (ll'<·~rn("c mnrl dt•rk~. l ,•lli!l; lnllllrl'r~ 1n pu~t - . ' c 
\' ifc · ~.,1 twu tln uJ(htcr~. TuCft· oflit•f'!oo , J,:U4~: mnl u r \"t•hlt·lt• t•mplu\'••s . rwrrnbt~inn to -.u:: n word, nrul ~P~•kc 
rn i ' this week. T ht:' fu- :112; 'l':irri<·r~. r.,:!!l7, nrul · pustoinco hut II ft•w mom~·nt~. l!c ~lt•c-larr•cl lum-
~s : fhiJ rsdliy of {hi~ werk, t'!t•l k~. !J.~i!l. :-\ o:w t'llr l'il'l' ·t•rvit•t,' h.<~ xc•tr r".'' ro•JH.llol~t•;,n prcn(" ~ (ll<'ll nnd t h~ 

remains .laid to ro~t in the hct•n ··~tabli s hl'tl in 10·1 vi)l a~f' ~ 11 1111 ' rl cpublll·un t.u
1
·kc

1
1. tn r

1
ul \\ ll ht ~ln·nt v1~· -. . , · . . wnulnc· p :ota 11 l l:t it• wn n t'f t o c It' dt .reml!tery. . new "coty ~crv~t·c ' In J(l.J ~mall .cl l l l'~. •

11
. 

1 1 1 
. . 

· 1·11 1 · 1 r · · a l'l'f>U • ll'll l\ n~ 11• llll lrvt'<l 'l ropub-ntunry w H! pwhloH H'tl rwxt l' In ar·mrnr.: unc i 'I'Ur>LI rllslr~t·ts thl're )', )I , f · h , I I · ,' ·k d 
· • hnvc · hct•n c~lahli Rhed .l ,000 r urnl 1,cnnt. 

1 
, 1 u11l1k'" "l r11 ~h r<' m,u x 1h111 

· h • ··~H r • '( "'u w • uu .. . t• r oo rn w c a 
. ---. . .... .. . r ootcs 1n t . o pnst. .thret•. yc•ars, anti lw ,itc·ht•d r~ .. ·w:;,.,!. lli.:c' 

1
,
01

;
1
r:u h•,. 

(offman Farm · """'Y •·:.:•st»ll: •·nutt•" ha,.,. h•·•·n ' '" · 1
1 r 1 .· .. tl ,

1 
. 

1 1 
th 

· 1 1 d 1 · (•nr r <~f lim ""• 11! .1 H·r·u nn tn mc nt Did Not Make Sale tent t' • "" 
11 •·•·~nit 1 u· "''n'"''' ha:~ i~ Ju•t hc~l tlc thr: ha ll " 1 te41 

'I ht•<'n t•xtc•ndc••l to 7::u,:l!ll> Jl'">plc• whoo . b • 1\ • r e a 
•nlon ,ll•>fTmnn !drm, thnt wns hith<•rtn hn\'1' hrul nu oll'li v<>ry st•i'\'icc , n ovt•. · 
.~ •"-•"" ,.n,,,...,, fn..__ ;_ . ... ....... ,1__, • • - --

J 

.., 
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JOHN C. JESSEN, ' . -
Representative from Story county, was born In Chicago, Illinois, on February 

10, 1878, of Danish parentage. His family moved to Oshkosh, Wisconsin, .s'bort
ly after his blrth and a few years later to Pine Rtver, Wisconsin, where. his 

. _ ~:ather died.'· About the year l-886 hls mother with ·her · tou~:.chUdi-en mov;e:d-- to 
' .: ' Story CitY:'. Tow a, and !l -etluple ot years late.r marr)'ed ~Chr,ls; ¥la'f:SOn'. whc{ ··oforled 

a farm north of Nevada, Iowa, where Mr. Jessen grew to manhood' on the 
· !Rrm and attended the rural I'Chools. he. being the llrst swdent In the town
·1ihtp to r~ive • a· common school dlplotrta 'and' 8.Iso received a second ft(ide:· 

• teacher'~ c~rtlllcate ~hiie atten.dl~g ille "rural school: · He thereafter attended 
the I owa State College at Ames, Iowa, and completed the one year dairy course 
while there and following the completion of his courst> operated a creamery at 
Shannon City, Iowa, tor about three years. In 1902 he entered the Drake Uni
versity Law School and graduated thcrefr·om In 1905, and located In the practice 
of law at Zearing, I owa, 1 emalnlng there for about two years thereafter, lo
Cllting a t Story City, Iowa, whf're he has bePn actively engaged In the practice 
or law for the past six .Years. He was married June 22. 1910, to Miss Cathar
lno Golly ·ot ZE'arlng, Iowa. Prior to his entering the leglslaturP. he had served 
as mayor of the town or Zearing. and as city attorney ot Story City. He Is 
Identified with the Masonic fraternity, being at present the master of the lodge 
at Story City. He Is a member of the Chrb:tlan church and takes an a.ctlve 
part In Sunday school w ork, being · the teacher of a splendfd. organized clasb 
ot young mE>n In the Grace church at Story CitY. I owa. Elected representative 
In 1914. A republican In politics. 

' '( 0- ~-

J AMES FOSTER 

Rt>presentatlve from Lucas county, was born In Lucas county, Iowa, Ap~ll 26, 
1875. He received hls early education In the country schools, and afterwards 
attended Western Normal Collt>ge and Simpson College. For several years hi! 
taught school In the wlntt>r time and farrnt>d In the summer. His time Is now 
devoted altogether to farming and stock-raising. He was elected a member 
ot the board of supervisors of his county ln 1910, and served three years. He 
held no other public otrice prior to his election to the g eneral assembly In 
l~U. He Is a republican In JlOlltlcs. 

~ , .. 
· ··: 

ROBERT J , JOH~STON. 

Representative from Humboldt county, wae born on the present site of Pitts· 
burgh, Pennsylvania, January 13, 1856. His parents, John and Jane (Porter) 
John11ton, were of Scotch-Irlllh ancestry. He Ca.me to Iowa with his parents 
In the spring of 1856. They settled In the ·' ·tclnlty of Springvale (now Hum
boldt) which locality has since been his home. He was educated In the pub
lic schools of Humbotdt and Humboldt College. . He served as deputy county 
treasurer-for one term, resigning that otrlce In l888 t o enter the bank(ng bust
nell• which he bas since followed. He was for ~veral years cbalrman of tbe 
repitbllcan county central committee. He served for a number of years as a 
dlrtctor of the State Agricultural Society and closed bls tenri of s ervice 'wtth 
the society by 11ervlng two years as vice president and one year as president. 
Ht> I~< ll r~>puhll<'an In p nlltlc-l' nnd l!< cashier nf Humboldt State Bl\nk. Hum· 
heoldt. Jn't\'a. thP nlclt>~t l>~nl; In t hP ('nunt~-. 'H t> '<\':\~ mnrrlf'rl J un(> 27. 1 ~88. to 
lllan· H. ~t nll ll n rrl . TJ, \l':t'' •·l• ·r· t\·<1 rc·prr·<~'n'ntin· fr••m lh<· Si'\'1'111)'-~ lxt h di•· 
t ri('l of Jf'l·wn tn tlH· 1:111 ••f 1!•1 i 

I l.l :l'o \\' .1••:-.1::-

H•·l·H·~··n1:a !r\l .,( Jlw1.ir, ... ., , , · '\ \\ • lu · ~ I• u :\1 11• 'wl1 ''"U id\' lt•\\'"1, .l an~ 

\IHJ'r ]h. l'f:~ : nlO\'•·cl wi1h }tJ\: p:11ent~ tf' a f :trm n f':l r :"\f i l fnn1. ))id< i n~nn 

enunty nt th~ a~.- nf rnurtt't·n \t"ar~. Hi :-- t·du<.ation wa~ linlitt-<1 H• that pn,. 

.... 

' 

' 

: 
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of high ideals in Christian living, and the House •would tender by this 
resolution, its sympathy to the family who survives. 

... 
"'·" 

Be It Further Resolved, That a duly enrolled copy of this resolution 
be forwarded to the family of the deceased. . , . . .... , 

GEO. E. MIU.ER, .,. : 
ARTHUR STOOKESBERRY, : •.. : 

WJLBUR F. HUBBARD, 

. . . Committee, . 
•• o I 1 •i , " 

Utranimously adopted March 30, 1925. :·· :.· I 

HON. ROBERT J .. JO_HNSTO:t:l :. . .... ·; 
MR. SPEAKER: Your committee appointed to ·'prepare·· l( ' 'memorlal 

resolution commemorating the life, character and public service of Rdb- ~ •.,; 
ert J. Johnston, of Humboldt County, Iowa; beg leave to submit the fol-
lowing: . . > . " ,., .. ·.>n.l.l ;. . ...... ,u f,.:·. 

· Robert J :. Johnston was born on the present site ·of'· ·Pittsbtirgh,"Pa., 
January 13, 18Q6, and died November 2, 1924. . ' ·~: · .. 

His parents, John and Jane (Porter) Johnston, were of'Scotcb-Irlsh ; 
ancestry. • · . : 

He came ~o Iowa with his parents in +'he, «prin.;. of ,1,QF:6 •• rr ·.. · 
~'trl~)~-·t~~ · 4'~c~nfiY: 'ot. _si>rin~aie. '(:iov!. ~~~<>i44iw~~;~Ju,s'.~· .. •illJ~p; 
dqrmg h1s entire hfe. . . ,,~ 11 .: ' .. , . ~ 1 :·•r ~iH .u•.•illl~..,j Uf 
' :He was educated' in the public schools of Humboldt. and Hu._...,,.._, 
College. He served as deputy county treasurer for on~ ter.m, rr~· _-·, • ..:. 
ing ,that office in 1883 to enter the banking busin~_s . . ~e.:?fa~ ~gt' "-
eral years chairman of the republican county central . committee• 
served for a number o~~ years as a dir_ector of the ··State ''A~ic~ 
Soeiety ·and 'closed his term 'of ·serVree'with the·sC:Ciit)l !by·-~~lvilf 
years a~ vice president and one term as president. ' 'f." l:..;liW '" 

1 70 

,., . Jie W~_;J . a r~publican in politics . and served: in the. House of R 
: ~(\pt~tives -~~ ~~e., Thir~y-sixtq, !~nd ~:·'rlUr.ty-s~v.enthi General)il\ssem 
He was married June 27, 1888, to Mary H. Stoddard. He is. ·surv.iv~ 
his wife. The last act of his life was to make a stirring s_peecl) se. 
forth the principles of the republican party. . ~uS , 

Therefore, Be It Resolved, That in the passing of the Honorable Ro\>Ht 
J. Johnston, the state has lost a valuable and honored citizen, a mait ·. 
of strong character and sterling worth and the House would tender by.,. 
this resolution its sympathy to the widow who survives. · .·HI t>: 

Be It Furth!M' Resolved, That a copy of these resolu.tiuiu~ :be spr 
upon the Journal of the H·ouse as an expression of tne li'fe 1and worth 'Of._,, 
the deceased and copies thereof be transmitted to the widow of tle 
deceased. 

FRED c. LoVRIEN, 

WM. E. G. SAUNDERS, 

. . · 
B 
II . 

OSCAR ULSTAD, . .· . jt· . .......-

Unanimously adopted March 30, 1925. 
.:. c~~m~t~~'~ ~~~- f 

:.·•· ·s1 -

! 




