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The last named, who was but four years of age when his parents established 
their home in this state, acquired his early education in the common schools of 
Iowa and was graduated from 'the Kirkville high school with the class of r886. 
He then spent two years as a student in the State University of Iowa at Iowa City 
and subsequently learned the printer's trade while in the employ of the Ottumwa 
Courier for three or four years. Mr. Fullmer continued work as a printer 
until 19o6 and then established the Victor Record of Victor, Iowa, publishing 
the sheet until 191 r, when he sold out and came to Marengo. Here he began 
the publication of the Sentinel and has remained its editor to the present time. 
The paper is devoted to the dissemination of local and general news and is 
accorded a large subscription and advertising patronage. 

On the 9th of January, r894, Mr. Fullmer was united in marriage to Miss 
Bertha M . Letts, of Iowa City, Iowa, a daughter of Alvin and Hannah (Cran
dall) Letts, both of whom are deceased. Our subject and his wife have two 
children, Grace and Iowa Mae. Mr. Fullmer gives his political allegiance to the 
progressive party and is a Methodist in religious faith, while fraternally he is 
identified with the Independent Order -of Odd Fellows and the Knights of 
Pythias. The principles that have actuated his life have been such as to win 
for him the highest esteem and goodwill of all who know him. 

WILLIAM J. SAYERS. 

vVilliam ]. Sayers, the owner of from six hundred to seven hundred acres 
of land in Iowa county and of the Iowa Valley Canning Factory, resides upon 
his place just outside Marengo and is well known in this county. He was born 
in Athens county, Ohio, on the I rth of January, r847, of the marriage of Reuel 
and Sarah (Hixson) Sayers. Both parents passed their entire lives in the Buck
eye state and are there laid to rest. The family name indicates the English 
lineage of our subject. He is one of nine children, as follows: Reuben, Amos, 
Ephraim, William J., Susan, deceased; Isaiah, Mary, Warren and one who died 
unnamed. 

vVilliam J. Sayers was but six years of age when the family removed to 
'Williams county. Ohio, and there he attended school. He also received much 
valuable instruction from his father , who taught him practical methods of tilling 
the soil and caring for stock. vVhen twenty-one years of age our subject started 
out in life for himself and for two years was employed at farm work by others. 
In r870 he located in Cono township, Iowa county, Iowa, and three years later, 
in connection with a brother, purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land in 
Benton county. They did not own that property long, however, and after selling 
it bought two hundred and forty acres of land in Cono township, this county. 
In r876 William]. Sayers purchased his brother's ~nterest in the place and for a 
number of years bought and sold farms, owning at one time thirteen hundred 
acres of land. He has disposed of much of that, but stiil holds title to between 
six hundred and seven hundred acres of highly improved and very valuable farm
ing land. At one time he was also extensively interested in real estate, in Texas 
and Kansas, but has now disposed of his land in those states. He has bought and 
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shipped cattle and hogs and has been an extensive stock feeder. For a number 
of years he also engaged in breeding full blooded cattle but has now largely dis
continued his stock-raising activities. He was for many years a director of the 
First N a tiona! Bank at Marengo but is not now connected with that institution 
in an official capacity. He is the owner of the Iowa Valley Canning Company, 
making a specialty of canning corn, as he realizes the opportunity along that line 
that is offered in Iowa, whose soil and climate is so well adapted to the raising 
of fine sweet corn . The product of his factory is shipped all over the country, 
but principally to the western coast. He supervises carefully all phases of his 
business and as he is energetic and prudent his interests are well managed and 
he is one of the wealthy men of his county. 

On the 18th of September, 1878, occurred the marriage of Mr. Sayers and 
Miss Addie M. Ball, a daughter of James and Angeline (Rudolph) Ball, pioneers 
of Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Sayers have had six children : Della A., now Mrs. A. J. 
Gray, of Savannah, Illinois; Blanche C., the wife of E. W. Branch, of Marengo; 
Leo ::VI., a daughter, who has pass~d away; J. William, living in Mare'ngo; 
Margaret Ramona, who gave her hand in marriage to Barry Hibbs, of Greeley, 
Colorado; and Reuel M., of Marengo. 

Mr. Sayers is a democrat and has taken considerable interest in public affairs. 
His wife is a member of the Presbyterian church, which he also attends . In 
1900 he built a fine residence at the edge of town upon two hundred and forty
five acres of land which he owned, but has since sold some of that tract for 
town lots. He occupies a prominent position in his community and it is a 
sou rce of satisfaction to him that he owes his success to his own ability, indust ry 
and good management. His prosperity is not used for his own interests alone, 
but he is ready to contribute to the support of worthy public enterprises, thus 
being a factor in the development of his city and county. 

]. C. WALKER. 

Among the successful business men of Conroy is J. C. Vvalker, who is 
engaged in the lumber and grain business. He is a native of Hilton township, 
born August 12, 1863, and is a son of David and Jeannette (Sanders) Vv'alker, 
both natives of Scotland. In 1852 they left that country and crossed the Atlantic 
to America, locating first in Allegheny county, Pennsylvania, whence they 
removed to Scott county, Iowa, where they lived for some time. Eventually the 
father took up his residence upon a farm of eighty acres in. Hilton township, 
this county, where he built a good residence of native lumber and in other ways 
improved his place . Both he and his ·wife died in this county. They were the 
parents of six children, of whom our subject is the only one now living. 

J. C. Walker remained at home until he was twenty-seven yea rs of age and 
supplemented hi s public-school training by a cou rse in a business college of Des 
Moines. He then began farming upon his own account and after devoting ten 
yea rs to agricultural pursuits he removed to Marengo, where for two years he 
was engaged in the harness and implement business. At the end of that time he 
came to Con roy and turned his attention to dealing in lumber and grain. He 
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WILLIAM J. SA YEAS 

He was owner of six hundred to seven hundred 
acres of land in Iowa County, and of the Iowa Valley 
Canning Factory. He resides on his place just outside 
of Marengo. He was born in Athens County, Ohio on 
the 11th of January 1847, of the marriage of Reuel and 
Sarah (Hixon) Sayers. Both parents lived their entire 
lives in the Buckeye state and were laid to rest there. 
The family name indicates the English lineage of our 
subject. William was one of nine children : Reuben, 
Amos , Ephraim , William J., Susan, Isaiah , Mary, 
Warren, and one died unnamed. 

William J. Sayers was six years of age when the 
family removed to Williams County, Ohio, and there he 
attended school. At twenty-two he started out on a 
farm working for another. In 1870, he located in Cone 
Township , Iowa County, and three years later in 
connection with a brother, purchased one hundred 
and sixty acres of land in Benton County, They sold it, 
and purchased two hundred and forty acres of land in 
Cono Township this county . In 1876, William J. Sayers 
purchased his brother's interest, and at one time 
owned thirteen hundred acres of land . Also at one time 
he owned extensive interest in Texas and Kansas . He 
bought and sold hogs and cattle and was an extensive 
stock feeder . For a number of years he also engaged in 
breed ing full blooded cattle. 
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For many years he was a director of the First 
National Bank of Marengo. He was the owner of the 
Iowa Valley Canning Company, making a specialty of 
canning corn, as he realized the opportunity along that 
line that is offered in Iowa, whose soil and climate is so 
well adapted to the raising of fine sweet corn. The 
product of his factory was shipped all over the country, 
but principally to the western coast. He was 
considered one of the wealthy men of this county . 

Mr. Sayers married September 18, 1878, to Miss 
Addie M. Ball, daughter of James and Angeline 
(Rudolph) Ball , pioneers of Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Sayers 
had six children : Della, now Mrs. A. J. Gray; Blanche 
C., wife of E. W. Branch of Marengo; Leo M., a daughter 
who passed away; J. William, living in Marengo; 
Margaret Ramona, who married Harry Hibbs of 
Greeley, Colorado; and Reuel M of Marengo. 

They were members of the Presbyterian 
Church . In 1900, they built a fine residence at the edge 
of town , upon two hundred and forty five acres of land 
which he owned . He sold the tracts for Town Lots . ( Ia. 
Co. Hist. 1915) 

In 1984 the Sayers are still contributing to the 
county in beneficial ways. Marengo Township lists 
Mac. J . Sayers, Trustee, living in Section 8, and Jim 
Sayers also Section 8. The families appear in 1874, in 
Marengo Township , of Sections 8 and 5 as E. and W . 
Sayers . In 1900, under Pleasant Valley , · Cono 
Township (Marengo) , as large landowners of W. J . 
Sayers . The cemetery appears on their land above the 
top hills . The old cemetery is where Chief Cono and his 
wife are buried . This road is one of the early Indian 
Trails that was north of the Iowa River, and was a state 
road going northwest. Today it is called F. 15. 

Buried in the Marengo I.O.O.F. Cemetery is : 
William J. 1847-1930 and Addie M. 1860-1926; with 
James 1886-1952 and Mabel Sayers 1895-1976; Leo 
Maurene 1883-1904; Della Sayers Gray 1879-1968 and 
Arthur J . Gray 1871 - 1917. There is a cross marker for 
James who died in 1945, age 21 years , in the cemetery 
on top of the hill on the family farm . A Veteran of World 
War II , he is buried in Holland . 

William J. Sayers Members of community today. 
Family: Mac. J ., Jim Sayers and Della Sayers Gray. 
Elsewhere: Blanche C., wife of E. W. Branch . Jim and 
Mac, both live in Marengo Township . 

Sayers Home at th e north edge of Marengo ( Court Avenue). Th e 
ro ad leads to the old Rive r Bridge (now closed). Della Gray was the 
last to li ve here. She died in 1968. 

' ! 
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Marengo Canning Company. This one on the north side of the 
Railroad Tracks burned, and was replaced on the south side 
afterwards. Located then on Miller Street. Bridge Street is now 
Eastern Avenue. 
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In IS 1lfi he rc ·m·,nc! t" T·:, t! wnHi t·. ] , w ;; . :mcl latn to Ottunnra wltrrl' 
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tir·e :md \\'ii'-' tw i"e rt·-c lc·c:c·d . ,,·nin~· ill tlh· T!Jirf.\·-s i:dh. Thirt_,._ 
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., .,, t·rt· .r ;.:.rn•·-. ~I. antl .\~· ne-. Sh::n
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location-.. he1n,.: Sht!JhOJJ ( liurell, ;nHl .Tilrdnn .:\Ie lnnrinl ('!lurch. both jn 
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and during :dl hi..; :tcti·,·~· !ifv fo ~l ·.J\Y('cl fannin!!' ancl ~hll·k rai ... inJ! nn<l 
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Detnocrat. and H 'l'\'l'cl in t hl' Th ;!·t y -P i~·h i h (;cnl'rttl ,\-.;.., e:nhl~· . Ftlr 
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of ~Iarenp:o . 

HE'<'RY E. :\"IcnLu·s \\·as horn in "'ilton .Tnnction Frhnwr)· 29, 1FI60, 

and died in that hn,·n 'llnrcli 1. 1 !/.l <~. l! is parents were HetH~· Edward 

ancl 'llaq.!·nrd :"\i"nl :lli'. Fttr mnn;· ~·c-ars he fo!ltJ\\'<'<1 in his natil·e town 
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cluh, \\~as p!lShn:·~ter ~en·rrtl ~-t·: l !' ..... rltHl in 1-'Dq \\'ClS t-'1f'rtccl repr r '-enta

ti,·e and snn·d in the T ,,.,·nty - l' !g:hth Ccnnal ,\s';Ptnhl:-·. Politically he 
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Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for William J. Sayers in Iowa 

Contact Us: l-800-ANCESTRY 

c; 1997 -2010 Ancestry.com 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Name: William J Sayers 

Hirth Year: abt 1847 

Hirth Place: Ohio 

Gender: Male 

Marital Status: Married 

Census Date: 1885 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Iowa 

Locality: Cono 

Roll : IA1885_204 

Line: 15 

Family Nu mber: 25 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household 

Members: 
Narne Age 

Source Information: 

William J Sayers 

AdaM Sayers 

Della A Sayers 

Blancha C Sayers 

Leo M Sayers 

Edward Rush 

Anre-stry.com. Iowa State Censu.<o Colleclion, I8;Ib-1925 [databast> on-linf:' j. Pro\'O. LiT. L'SA: 
Ance~tr.\.com Operations Inc-, ~007. 
Original data: ~ 'l icrofilm of Iowa St<ltt' Census.e..:;, 1856, 1885. 189.=;, 190.5. l'H5. 1925 as wt>ll 
\·arious $prcial C't'n:-usrs from 1836-t897 obtained from the- Stale Historical Socit•ty of lowd \ ia 
llerit<lgeQurst. 

Description: 

38 

24 

5 

4 

21 

This database contains Iowa statt' CE'nsust•s for the following. ye<~rs: 1856. tR8s. tR9:). 1905, 1915. 
and 1925. It also include~ somt• head of household Cl'nsuses and other special <'l'f11'ltScs from 
t~b6-t897- Information t~vailahl<• for an inrlividual ,,jl] \(try according lo lh(' census year and the 
inforrmllion n.•que.sterl on tht> Ct'llSliS forrn. Some of thC' informat ion eontaim•d in thi::. rl<1tabasc 
thou)!,h inclndr.s: name. agt'. genrlt'r. rart'. birthplaCl'. llMrital status. and platt' of f'nurm•nllion. 
Learn more ... 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate Infonnation PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions 

Page 1 of 1 

Ancestry.com 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=IAstatecen%2c&rank=0&=%2c%2 ... 4/30/2010 
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1900 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

<f)j ancestry 

You searched for William J. Sayers in Iowa 

1900 United States Federal Census 

Name: William J Sazers 

[William J Sayers] 

Home in 1900: Cono, Iowa, Iowa 

Age: 53 

Birth Date: Jan 1827 

l3irthplacc: Ohio 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Kdationship to Head 

Head of House: 

Father's Virginia 

Hirth place: 

Mother's Pennsylvania 

Birthplace: 

Spouse's name: Adda M 

Marriage Year: 1879 

Marital Status: Married 

Years MaiTicd: 21 

Residence : Cono & Honey Creek Townships, Iowa, Iowa 

Occupation : View on Image 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 

Members: William J Sazers 

Adda M Sazcrs 

Leo M _Sazers 

James W Sazers 

Margeret R Sazers 

Reuel M Sazers 

Source Citation: Yt>ar: 1900: Ct'nsns Plac~: C'ono. l ou:a, lou·a: Roll T623 -138: P~ge: 2H: 
Enumeration District: 36. 

Anreslrv.t'om. 1900 [.inited States Federal Census {ciat.ab:1se on-lin t•]. 
Pro\'o, LT. L:SA: Aneestry·.eom Opt•rations Inc . 200-t. 

Age 

53 

39 
16 

13 

11 

9 

Original data: Unl terl. States of America. Bur<' au of t ht• Ct'n~u:'. Ttt·elfth Census of the [ 'nited 
States. 1900. Washington. D.C.: ~a tiona! Archiw"' and R(•rontsAdrninistr<ttion. 1900. T623. 1854 
rolls. 

Description: 
'rbis databa~t' is an index to indh·idn<Jis t>numerdtt•d in the 1900 L"nited States F~·dt>ral Ct·n~us. 
tht• Twt>lfth (_\ nsu~ of thr Cn ited Stall':-;. Census t<'lkers rC'corrlt>d many dt'lails indurling t'il('h 
person's n;mJt>. dddress. rdat i on~hip to the ~wac! of household. roloror rarC'. St'X. month and yt•ar 
of birth. agl' at last birthday. marital !'it<llll-.. number of .wars marrit•d. tlw total numbt>r of 
rhilrlren born of th.;o mother. th<" number of tho~e children living, birthplacE'. hirthplart' of fnther 
and motJwr, if tht' indi\·idual was foreign horn. tht• )'l'M of immigration and the number of y·t•af' 
in the Cnited Stat~. tht> citizenship status of foreign-tx)rn individuab owr agt• twenty-one. 
(X'C'HptHion. and more. Adrlitionally.thP names oftho.<·t' li:;H•d on the population ~rhl•clul(' an• 
linked to actual images of the 1900 Fl'dt•ral Census. LRarn more .. 

Page 1 of2 
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Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 - Ancestry.com 

<:- ~ ancestry 

You searched forW.W. Sayers in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

c 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Name: W JSayers 

Bi1th Year: abt1847 

Birth Place: Ohio 

~nder: Male 

Race: White 

Marital StattL~: Married 

Census Date: 1915 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Iowa 

Locality: Marengo 

Mother's Pennsylvania 

Birthplace: 

!'ather's Virginia 

Birthplace: 

Roll: IA1915_ 244 

Line: 492 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 

Members: W J Sayers 

Source Infonnation: 
Am't'str..com. lnwa State C'ellSWi Collection, 18;>6-192.; [databasr on-lim•l. Provo. CT. CSA: 
Anc(:'sti;'.('Om Operations Inc. :!007. 

Age 

68 

Original data: \firrofilm of Iowa .State Q>nsuses. t8s6. 188s. 1895, 1905. 1915. 192.5 as \'t·el\ 
\'arious special crnsusr~ from 1836-1897 obtained from the State Historical Socit•ty of Iowa da 
lletitagr Qut>st. 

De~cription: 
This databast• contains Iowa statr rensuses for thf' following years: 1856. t88s. 1895. 1905. 1915. 
and 192,1. It also includt>!' some ht•ad of household rensuse!' and otht>r spt>eial rrn!'tlSt'S from 
1836-1847. Information available for an indh·idual will vary according to tht' censm; n•ar and the 
inform" lion rt'que~ted on th<· <.'t'OSU$ form. Somr oftht' information containt'd in this database 
though includes: name. agP. gencter. ract'. birthplacr. mali tal status. and place of enumrration. 
Learn more ... 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate Infonnation PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions 

Page 1 of 1 

Ancestry.com 
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Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925- Ancestry.com 

<-_.I ancestry 
You searched for W .J . Sayers in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

- 1997·2010 Ancestry.com 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Name: W J Sayers Senior 

Birth Year: abt 1847 

Birth Place: Ohio 

Gender: Male 

Race: White 

Marital StaltL<;: Married 

Census Date: 1 Jan 1925 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Iowa 

Locality: Marengo 

Relation to Head: Head 

Mother: Sarrab Hixon 

Mother's Pennsylvania 

Birthplace: 

Father: Reuel Sayers 

Father's Virginia 

Birthplace: 

Marriage Place: Ohio 

Spouse Name: Addie M Sayers 

Roll: IA1925_ 1764 

line: 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 

Members: 

Source Information : 

W J SayersSenior 

Addie M Sayers 

Della Sayers 

Angelline Baugh 

\nrestr:- .com. Imva State Cen..-;us Collection. I836-1925!databa~t' on~linc-}. Prom. L'T. t;SA: 
Anetstry:.(·om Opt'rations Inc. 2007. 

Age 

78 

64 
43 

87 

Original data: Microfilm of Iowa .Slate Ct'n~use~. 1856. 188:;. 189.5. 1905. 1915. 1925 a~ wdl 
\-arious ~pecial censu~es from 1836-1897 obtained from the State Historical Society of lowc1 , -;a 
lll•rita~e Qu<'st. 

Description: 
This database contains Iowa statt.· rensu~e~ for the follo\,ing years: 1856. 1885. 1895. 1905. 1415. 
l'lnd 1925. It abo inl'ludt•.s ~omt• ht>arl of hou~ehold ('l'nsu:>t's and otht•r spt•cial censu:->es from 
1836-1897. Information ;n-ailable for an indi\'ictual will \'81} according to tht• <'l'O.!'HS y('ar tmd tht• 
information requPsterl on tht• census forn1. Some of tht> information contained in this d<!taba~t· 
thou~h indudt>s: namP. age. ~emkr. lri.C't'. bitthplart'. marital statu~. and plare of t•numt'ration. 
Learn more .. 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate Information PRNACY POLICY Terms and Conditions 
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