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320 HISTORY 01" BUCHANAN COUNTY 

On the 13th of June, 1882, Mr. S mith was married to Miss Theresa i'-:oi te, a 
daughter of George and Mary (Death ) Nolte, natives of Prussia. The parents 
came to America a nd settled in New YOl'k in 1852, the fa ther thert;! securin g 
em ployment at the blacksmith 's trade. Afler three years, however, he rl!llI()vell 
westward to Indiana, and a year later came to Iowa, setlling in Jo~ayette (;ounty, 
where he purchased two hundred and twenty acres. This he developed and im ­
proved, and upon the farm SP(!ot. his remaining daya, dying on the 1s t of June, 
1891, while his wife's death occurred ten years later , on the 15th of May, ]901. 
Mr . and 'Mrs. Smith a~ the parents of an only child, Mary 1\1. They nrl' Cath­
olics in religious faith, and Mr. S mith is a democrat in his political views, 

CHARLES E. BOIES. 

Charles E. Boies is one of the extensive landowners of Buchanlln county, his 
possessions aggregating eight hundred acres. Of this he is pc rsonally culth'ating 
a farm of one hundred and sixty acres and in addition buys and ships cattle Slid 
horses, the exte nt ami importance of his business connectious making him widcly 
known. H e was born in Doone county, Illinois, January 15, 1859, and was a 
ncphew of GOVt'rnor Boies of Iowa. His father, Will iam D, Boies, was a native 

. of Aurora, Eric county , New York, born August 24, 1819, aud 'his life span cov· 
ered eighty-six YC8l'S, his death occu rring in Septemher , 1905. He always 
followed (armin g and dpoll his removal {rom Nel\' York malie his way to Boone 
county, Illi nois, where he took up his abode upon a farm in 1847. I n eurly life 
he engaged ill teaching sc hool for twelve dollars pCI' month and wlI. lkell four miles 
to the sclloolhous(!. His wife was IIlso a ~hoolteaeher . Til pioneer tinws in Boollc 
cou nty hc had to market his wh eut ami other furm produots ill Chicligo, hauling 
his grain with ox t(!a.ms to that city. In Boone county he re ma ineu until J873, 
when he came to Buchanan county and purchased 11 tract of lun d knowll as the 
Hatch fal'TIl, m~a l' Quasq ueton. With charactCl'istic euerg.v he hcgan its furthcr 
developmcnt a nd rcsided thereon un ti l 1895, when hc took up his abode ill the 
vi ll age, speml ing his rcma.ining dllYs ill the enjoyment of a r est which he had 
truly ('111'111'41 and richly d('sPt'ved , His business u!fni nl wt're 1I10st carefully COII ­

ducted 8ml IIi!! in\'<'Stmellts j udicionsly IIIlIoe. At OTIC time he was t he owner of 
t .... 'elve hUlldrcti acrc!! of land nca l' QualKlueton and ill cOllllection with gencral 
farming conductcd an extensive dairy busineHS, having a large herd of cattle. 
H e engaged successfully in the manufacture of eheese and all of t he pr()(lui!ts of 
his dairy fou nd a ready sale upon the mRI'.ket. 

William D. Boies was also ·active as 1\ factor in the public life of the com· 
munity. \V hile in Illiuois he served as county supervisor fo r lwelv'c or fiftecll 
Y(!SrR alld after coming to Buchanan county fill ed the office of justice of the peace 
in Liherty township for sever al years, his dec isiOlls heill g strictly fuir and 
impartial. III CKrl,V IIII111hoO<1 he weod~d Sarnh C. Hughy , wlto WIlS born in 
Vermont ill 1821, and they became the parellis of six chilchen , of whol11 C. F.. 
Boies is thc fifth in ordcr of hirth . Th ree of the nllmbcl' have passed a.way, while 
th ree yet survive. One hl'other, H. I ... , is a r esident of Quasqueton, whilc \V. n. 
noic~, of S lu'h101l , Tow <I, i!l l1 0W upon the hCll c h I1 S ilistri ct judg('. 

l 
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Charlt:1I E. Boies completed his education in the higb school at Sycamore, 
Illinois, and wheil twenty-one years of age began fanning on his own accouut, 
renting Ja nel from his father, under whose direction he had become thoroughly 
familiar with the best methods of tilling the Boil and caring for the crops while 
he assiflll~d in the work of the home farm. He was identified with general agl-i. 
cultural pursuits continuously until 1873 and came with the family to Iowa. III 
1890 he removed to Rowley, where he embarked in the hotel, livery and live­
stock business, which he conducted for six years. In 1896 he wcnt to Quasqueton , 
where he engaged in buying cattle and horses until 191)2. He then removed to 
I ndependence, where he continued in the Bame business, and in 1908 he settled 
upon his farm south of the city, in SlUnner township. Here he owns and culti· 
vates one hundred and sixty acres' of rich and productive land and still buy,; 
and ships cattle a,nd hor~-a: As the years have gone on he has added to his hold­
ings untii he is now. the owner of eight hundred acres of valuable farm land in 
Buchanan cou nty. The soil is naturally rich and producti ve and he derives a 
gratifying annual income from bis properly. 

In 1880 Mr. Boies,was uoited in marriage to Miss Clara 'Miller , who was born 
in McHenry cOYouty, Illinois, a daughter of William J. and Elmira (Benson) 
Miller. The father was born in Illinois in 1826 and the mother 's birth occurred 
in Chautauqua connty, .New York, in 183:1 Mr. Miller became a. farmer of 
McHenry county, Illinois, and in connection with the tilling of the soil engaged 
in stock-raising. li e served for one year as a private of Company I, Ninety-fifth 
Illinois Volunteel' Infantry, during the Civi.1 war, and at the close of his military 
experience returned to his nati ve state. I.JntcI·, ho ..... ever, he rcmoved to TaWil, 
settling iu Liberty township, Buchanan county, in October, 1865, so that the 
residence of the family here covers almost a half century. :Mr. Miller was.coUJlty 
recorder fol' two terms, being elected on the greenback tic:kel. In addition to his 
agricultural interests he engaged in teaching in the country schools and in Row. 
ley. H e passed away in 1895 and Mrs. Miller now Ill akes her home with hel' 
daughter in Buchanan county. Mrs. Boies is worthy matron of the Eastern 
Star and fo r four years has heen superintendent of the houscholc1 dcpartment of 
the County }.'air Association. She takes an active purt in church, sacial and 
club life ill the tOWII and hcr work lind iliAueuce along those' lines is Illl»lt valuable 
and benefit·i" I. 

'1'0 1\11 .. lllld ]\frs. Boies ha ve been borll three childrcll_ Ethel, hom in this 
count,)', is now the wife of E. M. Wileo:c, a farmer of Liberty township. Both a·TC 
graduates of the Cedar Fans Normal . School and at the time of the Spanish­
American war Mr. Wilcox: went from Montour, Towa, to the front with the Forty­
ninth Iowa Infantry . For four years he ell gaged ill teachi ng school in the 

,Pllilippines. Unto him and his wife have been born two children, Marit?n acd 
Charles. ')'hc second member of the Boies family is Iucz M., who is a graduate 
of the' udepe nden{'e high school and of the Cedar Falls Norrn&l School, and is 
now a teadlcr in the primary department in Independence. Burr R., born ill 
1890, is upon the home farm with his panmts. 

FrlltcrIllllly Mr. Roics is a Mason and is connected with the Eastern Star. 
He also belongs to Ule ModeI'll Woodmen camp, lIud his religious faith is evidenced 
in his membership in the Methodist church. He takes an acti ve interest in public 
affairll and cooperates in many movements for the he neflt and nphuilding of this 

, 
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section of the slale. He is now a. stockholder in the Fair Association. In politics 
he is a republican sud his party has elected him to the office of county supervisor 
for" term of three years. Hia efforts in behalf of the public welfare have been 
fa f-reaching and beneficia l and hia life work make!! him (HIe of the valued citi?:ens 
of the county. 

ROBERT H . COPELAND. 

Robert H . Copeland is a retired farmer livi ng in Independence hut for many 
years WIl8 actively snd successfully connected with general agr icultural pur· 
suits in Buchanan county_ H e is also one of the veterans of the Civil war and 
there are in hialife history many chapters worthy of commendation and approva l. 
He is now in the seventy-nin th year of his age, his birth having OCCUfTCd in 
Albany county, New York, in 1835, his parents being Robert and Mary (De Long ) 
Copeland, the former born in Scotland in 1781 and the latter in New York in 
1787, Robert Copeland came to the United States when a sUlall ,boy alld resided 
ill the Empire state until 1837, He then removed with his fa mily to Ohio, 
!lettling nca r New Philadelphia, where he worked at the carpenter's trade and 
also engaged in flil' llIillg two hundred acres of land about four miles from the 
town, He thus led a busy, active and useful life and after his retirement from 
business affairs he took up his abode in town, where he held the office of justice 
of the pence for Illany years, his decisions being strictly ' fai r and impartial. He 
served S8 an officer under General Butts in a New York company of militia 
ill the Wa r of 1812, His wife d ied in 1839 aud he passed away in 1866, 

Rohert H, Copeland was one of t he two children horn of his father's second 
inarriage, He attended school in New Phil adelph ia and ' when seventee n years 
of age he learned the blacksmith 's trade under his brother, who crossed the plains 
to California in 1849, Our subject worked at his trade in New Philadelphia 
until 1855, when he heard t he call of the west and in company with auother 
young mltn left home and friends in Ohio, journeying westward by train to 
Freeport. lllinois, li'rom thnt point he walked to Quasqueton, Iowa, where 
h~ ftl'riVt'1l 011 the 2-1 th of April, 1855, He fou nd conditions similar to those 
which are always characteristic of pioneer life. There were plenty of 'Indians, 
but they were friend ly, and there was all kinds of wild game, including deer, 
Mr, Copeland seem'ed employment as a farm hand but worked in that way for 
only a few months, after which he located in Independence and secured employ­
ment in a brickyard, aiding in the manufacture of the brick used ill t he con ·' 
struction of the first brick buildings in Independence, In 1856, however, he , 
returned to Libedy township and broke the sod upon a b'act of prairie land 
preparatOl'y to farming, He then carried on general agricultural pursuits until 
1864, when he allswered the call of President J ... incoln for volu nteers and enlisted 
as a mem ber of Compltny D , Fifteenth Iowa Inbntry. with which he sel-ved 
ulltil the close of the war, H e was with Shernllil l on the mareh to the sea Ilud 
pa l,ti eipatl~d in the ,sharp fighting at Atlanta litH.! at Snvannuh, Georgia, W hen 
the will' was ove]' he returned to his farm ami ill connection with tilling the soil 
he workel! Ilt hill !"ade !Llltil h is retircment f" o,n 1tdiv~~ 1III!olillt,~'1 in l !lll, Ire i!ol 
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Search Results I Download GEOCOM 

Husband's Name 
Charles Eber BOIES (AFN:1TF7-5P8) 

Born: 15 Jan 1859 
Died: 2 Jul1920 

Married: 26 Jan 1880 

Father: 
Mother: 

Wife's Name 

Place: , , Iowa 
Place: Quasqueton, , Iowa 
Place: 

Clara Ida MILLER (AFN:1TF1-TBL) 

Born: 16 Oct 1859 
Married: 26 Jan 1880 

Place: Woodstock, , 1II0nois 
Place: 

Father: William Jesse MILLER (AFN:1 TF1-T86) 
Mother: Almira Rhoba BENSON (AFN:1TF1-T90) 

Children 

1. Sex Name 
F Ethel BOIES (AFN:1TF7-5QG) 

Born: 15 Feb 1882 Place: <, , Iowa> 

2. Sex Name 
F Inez Marion BOIES (AFN:1TF7-5RN) 

Born: 22 Feb 1888 Place: <, , Iowa> 

3. Sex Name 
M Burt B. BOIES (AFN:1TF7-5SV) 

Born: 3 Jun 1890 Place: <, , Iowa> 
Died: 13 Oct 1918 Place:" France 
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.£- ancestry 

1910 United States Federal Census 

Name: Charles E Boies 

Age in [9[0; 5[ 

Estimated birth year: abt 1859 

Birthplace: Ill inois 

Relation to Head of Head 
House: 

Father's Birth Place: New York 

Mother's Birth Vermont 
Place: 

Spouse's name: Clara I 

Il ome in 19 10: Sumner, Buchanan. Iowa 

Marita l Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Neighbors: 

Iiousehold 
Members: 

Name 

Charles E Boies 

Clara I Boies 

Mee M Boies 

Burr B Boies 

Almira R Mi ller 
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" ancestry 

Name: Charles E. Boies 

Death Date: 1920 

Page #: 43 

Birth Date: 1859 

Cemetery: Greenwood 

Town: Liberty 

Iowa Cemetery Records 

Leve l In fo : Buchanan County Burial Records 

Sourt"t Inrormli l ion: 
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