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Sources Log For Legislation Entries
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Former Coun;y Clerk‘ :
Dies Suddenly - t Home
of His Daughter.

SERVICE SUNDAY ‘

John C. Sterling, 76, a former

the state legislature and also a 3
former clerk of the distriet court,
died suddenly last evening at the
home of his daughter, Mrs. May-
nard F. McKee. O
Death was caused by a stroke.
Although he had been in rather
poor health for some timeé, he wa:
up and aboui the house as usuai
yesterday and was downtown twice
during the day.
Services Sunday :
Funeral services will be Sunday
at 2 p. m. at the Foster funeral @
heme, with Dr. Ira J. Houston,
Congregational pastor, officiating;’
burial in Graceland cemetery. .
Mrs. Sterling died three years BACK FROM ERRAN]
. . V%" Thirtv-one years age Antl
ago. Mr. Sterling leaves the fol- Kesey went to the store at Wi
lowing children:  Mrs. Lucille jand, Pa., to get a gallon of k
Breck, city; Dr. Paul Sterling, sene for his mether, Mrs.. Ve

Zearing; Mrs. M. F. McKee, city; ica Kesey. Now he is back I
111 —with the can of fuel. “My p

‘,, wa

Sam Sierling, Bloomingion, ors have been answetred.”
gixss R;xch; I_’ Spen§er, and M?S Kesey said as he kissed her.
rry Parker, Peoria, IIL said he was tired of wande

There are two sisters, Mrs. F. and wanted to settle down.
M. Thompson, Paxton. Ill., and —
Mrs. C. E. Chapin, Bloomington, FATE OF “, EEKLY

I11., 13 grandchildren and six great -
grandchildren. PAPERS SEEMS T«

Born In Nlinois - BE IN THE SENA
John C. Sterling was born Jan. L
nois, where he grew to manhood.’
He was married in Illinois to Miss
Minnie Gilmore, Aug. 16, 1888, and house labor commiitee, hape
the family lived in Illinois until exemption of newspapers of :
1890 when they came to Hamilton “to 5.000 circulation from the

count
¥ Lzb«:sr standards £t apparent

—P-—Because of the (3"1{12“ o

ors Collection compm by @m@l&gﬁwd farmed Sts@uislorldafSomety of Iowa lerary, Des Momes “lowa.
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home, with Dr. Ira J. Houston,
Congregational pastor, officiating;
burial in Graceland cemetery.

Mrs. Sterling died three years
ago. Mr. Sterling leaves the fol-
lowing children: Mrs. Lucille
Brock, city; Dr. Paul Sterling,
Zearing; Mrs. M. F. McKee, city;
Sam Sterling, Bloomington, Ill;
Miss Rachel, Spencer, and Mrs,
Perry Parker, Peoria, IlL

There are two sisters, Mrs. F.
M. Thompson, Paxton. Ill., and
Mrs. C. E. Chapin, Bloomington.
I11., 13 grandchildren and six great.
grandchildren. !

Born In Illinois

John C. Sterling was born Jan.
22, 1863, in MrcLean county. Illi-!
nois, where he grew to manhood. '
He was married in Illinois to Miss
Minnie Gilmore, Aug. 16, 1888, and
the family lived in Illinois until
1890 when they came to Hamilton
county.

Mr. Sterling farmed souin of
town until the fall of 1910, when
he moved to Webster City. He was
elected county clerk and held this’
office three terms. He was also

H

elected to the legislature for two P

lerms. ;
For the past zeveral years he had
been retired from active business
but was  justice of the peace for
the past eight years. He retired
from this office in January.
He was a member of the Congre-
gational church. :
Served Public Well i
He was widely known and much
interested all his adult life in poli-
tice. As county clerk, his ac-,
quaintance was extended g’enex"enl--i
ly over the county and his two,
terms in the Iowa legislature gave)
him a large statewide acquaint-'
ance. As an official, he gave the

best of service both to the countyg

| amenTTIIET
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BACK FROM ERRAND
Thirtv-ene years ago Anth
Kesey went to the store at Whe
land, Pa., to get a gallon o ke
sene for his mother, Mrs., Ver
jca Kesey. Now he is back he
—with the can of fuel. “My pr
ers have been answered,” ¥
Kesey said as he kissed her,

‘said he was tired of wander

and wanted to settle down.

FATE OF WEEKLY
PAPERS SEEMS T(C
BE IN THE SENA

WASHINGTON, D. C., May
—tP—Because uf the action of
house labor commitiee, hope
exemption of newspapers of 3,
to 5,000 circulation from the !
labor standards et apparently
in the scnate, R.p. John Gwyl
(R) Icwa, raid today.

The act confains an exemp!
for weekly anc semiweekly nes
paper- of less than 3,000 circu
tizn., Guynue several wecks
introduccd an amendment rais
the limit to 5,600 and urged
house labor commitiee to inc
porate it in the Norton bill, o
{oining numerous proposced
labor siandards amendments, .
ter appeari tefore the comiy
tez he said he would seek action
his amendment on the floor of
house if the committee did not
favorably upon il

The committee this |
ported the Norton bill, mit
Gwynne’s amendment, Then
arranged for consideration in -
house next Monday under suspe
sion of the rules. This means {
it cannot be amended from

o
[

ng

week

and the state. } :
He did not lose his interest in;flo%"

public affairs on his retirement,f
but continued his activities in poli-’
tics and in matters of public wel- |
fare. He war sincere and honest,
in his convicticns and was looked !
upon by his host of friends and,
acquaintancs as a men who gave'

Gwynne said he hoped the s«
ate would act favorably on
amendment introduced last we
by Sen. Guy M. Gillette wh
would exempt all newspapers
lers than 5,000 circulation, '

If the senate possed the Gille

hishderty satiee 4o shitaoonsmenityica SN SN Libdh, Desiidinel] 10w i

his county and to the state. ;

would receive vonsideration on

hoviee flany




Outiine of Personal Historyof . J. C, Sterling, e e

RESlDENCE---lZZ-s---Wilson Ave.,, Webster City, Iowa.

Kindly furnish on this sheet the necessary data for a personal sketch and return at your early convenience. Every question is important.

EDGAR R. HARLAN, CURATOR

@he Historical Bepariment of Jowa
DES MOINES, IOWA

(This form is for use in collecting data on deceased as well as living persons. Appropriate alterations may be made in matter below.)

John Charles Sterling,

1. What is your name in full?

2. What is yémr present profession or occupation? Famel.‘.,“
3. Where and when did you bezin?Ha-ml lton Count ? IO Wa' In l 89 O ’
4. What other occupation have you followed; where and when?. . SChO 01 te aChi ng, I ll i no l S and

6. What is your business address?.... .. 1720 Wilson Ave., Webs‘berCit.Y,IQW8u
7. What is the date and the place of your birth?... . ... .. Janc ....... 22. ....... 186 L W &tLeI'Oyl Ill ')
8. If borm abroad, whem and where did you first settle in America? ... -

10. What schools have you attended; if a graduate, when and with what degree?. ... ...

e Bh G BCNHO0Y,  Leroy Ill.,. and Ill, Wesleyan University, at
Bloomington, I11,

11. What was your father’s full name? Sa-!nuel Sterling’ ......

Farmer,

12, What was your father’s occupation?

13. What was your mother’s full maiden name ?MarthaAv West, e e et et e eeremser e oresstenranenn sassasaseas

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



14. Where did your parents reside at the time of their marriage? . CI?é.lnCO..Ill._ ...........

15. What military service had your father; give as complete as you can? hone.

16. What military service have you had? lone, -
17. What political offices have you held; do not omit évén thé smallest, and give date and place of service, if you ean?. . . .

Township.. Trustee, 6. yrs..at Hamilton Co., Iowa, . Clerk.Rist..Court,
owa, lember of the 38th General

Assembly, liember Elect of the 39th, from Hamilton Co., Ia.,

18. Of what financial, religious, or educational institutions are you a trustee or director; give dates if you can? ...

’

19. With what poliﬁcalbparties have you been affiliated; give dates? Republl can, all my li fen

20.

21.

22, In what socieﬁesbof learning have you a membership?..

23. Of what secular orders or secret societies are you a member? ... .

24. What honors or offices have you held in your society or lodge; give dates?

25.

26. Of what business firms have you been a member? ... ... ..

27. Please enclose both a busiuess card and your photograph for permanent record in the Historieal Department of Towa

28. ¥or which of your works (as writer, sculptor, artist, architect, politician or other constructive influence) have you the

highest esteem?. .. ettt s et eruetastusust st aemat e smisatAetata ses e R At ae e eR e A ee e s s s e st A aget ees et eammeen .

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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29. Please supply for permanent pj-énervntl

30. Will you attach your autograph to one or more of your works and present the same to the Historical Départment of

Jowa for permamnent preservation?

31.
DOMESTIC HISTORY OUTLINE
FIRST MARRIAGE,
2., With wkom vwas y_our first .'marriage?..,.”.. Minnie Gilm-o re}

City, Ill,

34,

@
aD.

36,

39.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



CHILDREN OF FIRST MARRIAGE.’

Full Name.

Date of Birth.

Place of Birth.

. Lucile. Sterling=Brock,.
2.Levi Paul. Sterling,. ... .
s.Irene Gterling-McKee,...
4. Samuel G.
s. Rachel I, Sterling,......
elartha T.

cet..11,.1890,

.Sterling,

Sferling,

Hcha. .15, 1908, e

40.

41,

43.

45.

46.

With whom was your second marriage?

SECOND MARRIAGE.

July 15,..1892, " " n
June.15,.1894, n " "
Sept..11,..1895, n " "
June. 18,1901, ... . " "
" " "

Where and what date was this marriage?

When and where was your wife (or husband) born?

In what religious denomination did your wife (or husband) hold membership?.

Where did your wife (or husband) die, if not surviving, and where and when was the interment?

7

What was the full name of the father of your wife (or husband) and where was he born?

What was the full maiden name of the mother of your wife (or husband)?.

Where and when was she

CHILDREN OF SECOND MARRIAGE.

Full Name.

Date of Birth.

Place of Birth,
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Mr. Selby passed away about 5:30 following a heart attack on Sunday,
November 17, 1940, at Odebolt, Jowa. His death has left a large gap in
- his community that is not likely to be soon filled.
Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Forty-
ninth General Assembly, That in the passing of the Honorable John H.
Selby, the state has lost a valuable and honored citizen, and the House
would tender by this resolution its sincere sympathy to the surviving
members of his family in their sorrow, and -
Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon
the Journal of the House, and that the Chief Clerk be instructed to send
] an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased.
- _ E. W. Scorr,
- - - . - " -~ GUSTAVE ALESCH,
M. F. BoCKWOLDT,
Committee.

Unanimously adopted, April 3, 1941.

HONORABLE JOHN C. STERLING

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare resolutions com-
memorating the life, character, and public service of the late Honorable
John C. Sterling of Hamilton county, Iowa, begs leave to submit the fol-
lowing report:

John C. Sterling was born January 22, 1863, near LeRoy, in McLean
county, Illinois, where he spent his boyhood amid the trying circumstances
experienced by the early settlers during the reconstruction period that fol-
lowed the Civil War. His parents, Samuel and Martha West Sterling,
were of the pioneer group that emigrated from Ohio in a very early day
and settled on a farm in the LeRoy community, where they lived for
many years to raise their family, maintain their home, and contribute
what they could to the educational and social life of their community.

Young Sterling first attended the rural district school, then the LeRoy
high school, and later continued his studies at Illinois Wesleyan Uni-
versity. After the completion of his college education he taught school
for several years in the county where he had grown to young manhood.

On August 16, 1888, he was united in marriage to Miss Minnie Gil-
more, also of LeRoy, Illinois. Two years later they moved to Hamilton
county, Iowa, and settled on a farm in what is known as the Pleasant
Hill neighborhood. It was in this community that their family of six
children were born and educated. At this early date many parts of Iowa,
and particularly Hamilton county, was a comparatively new country.
Mr. Sterling combined the work of farming and school teaching in a
heroic effort to maintain and support his home. The family endured
many hardships and at one time the house and most of their furnishings
were destroyed by fire; but Mr. and Mrs. Sterling continued to strive on
undaunted and to give freely of their life and effort to the upbuilding of
the rich community life that is now enjoyed by those who have come after
them.

In 1910 Mr. Sterling was elected Clerk of the District Court of Hamil-

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Colled
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ton county, which office he held for three consecutive terms. Upon his
taking office the family retired from the farm and moved to a home he
had purchased in Webster City. Later, Mr. Sterling was elected to the
Iowa Legislature and served as a member of the House in the Thirty-
eighth and Thirty-ninth sessions of the General Assembly. After retir-
ing from business he served as Justice of the Peace for eight years.

In politics he was a Republican and he was an active member of the
Congregational church.

Mr. Sterling was quiet in manner, yet sincere and honest in his con-
victions and he was looked upon by his host of friends and acquaintances
as a man deserving confidence and one who always stood ready to give of
his best and untiring service to his community, to his county, and to the
state.

Mrs, Sterling passed away May 8, 1986, after which time Mr. Sterling
made his home with his children. Although past seventy-six years of age
he continued to enjoy fairly good health and was active in going about
among his friends. He always maintained an interest in and was much
concerned, in world affairs; and only about an hour before his death he
listened to a news broadcast and later discussed the affairs of the day
with a daughter with whom he was residing at the time. He then retired
for the night and shortly afterward he was found to have suffered a
stroke from which he could not survive. He passed away May 12, 1939.

He leaves to mourn his loss, two sisters, Mrs. C. E. Chapin, of Bloom-
ington, Illinois, and Mrs. F. M. Thompson of Paxton, Illinois; four daugh-
ters, Mrs. Luale Brock and Miss Rachel Sterling of Spencer, Iowa; Mrs.
M. F. McKee of Webster City, Iowa, and Mrs. Perry Parker of Peoria,
Illinois; and two sons, Sam Sterling of Bloomington, Illinois and Dr. L. P.
Sterling of Zearing, Iowa, besides a host of admiring friends in his home
community and many acquaintances in the ‘state at large.

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Forty-
ninth Generael Assembly, That in the passing of the Honorable John C.
Sterling, the state has lost a valued and honored citizen and the House,
by this resolution, tenders its sympathy to the members of his family in
their sorrow.

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon
the Journal of the House, and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased.

JOoHN S. HEFFNER,

C. A. BRYSON,

ALBERT STEINBERG,

- Committee.

Unanimously adopted, April 3, 1941.

HONORABLE PETER STILLMUNKES

MR. SPEAKER: -~ Your committee, appointed to prepare suitable resolu-
tions commemorative of the life, character, and public services of the
late Honorable Peter Stillmunkes, of Dubuque county, Iowa, begs leave
to submit the following report:

|
534

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



1900 United States Federal Census - Ancestry.com Page 1 of 1

<Plancestry o

You searched for John Sterling in Iowa
1900 United States Federal Census

ﬁ;xxz;e: ’ John C Sterlihg
Home in 1900: Independence, Hamilton, Iowa
Age: 37
Birth Date:  Jan 1863
Birthplace: Illinois
Race: White
Gender: Male

Relationship to  Head
Head of House:
- Father's Ohio
' Birthplace:

Mother's  Ohio
Birthplace:
Spouse's name:  Minnie
Marriage Year: 1889
Marital Status: Married

Years Married: 11

Occupation:
Neighbors:
Household Age
Members: 37
- 30
A\
9
7 .
Irene Sterling 5
Samuel Sterling 4

Source Citation: Year: 71000; Census Place: Independence, Hamilton, fowa; Roll
T623 _435: Page: 118; Enumeration District: 106.

Source Information:
om. 1900 United States Federal Census [database on-line].
USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2004.

Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Twelfth Census of the United
States, 1000, Washingion, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1900. T623, 1854
rolls.

Deseriptions:

This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1900 United States Federal Census,
the Twelfth Census of the United States. Census takers recorded many details including each
person's name, address, relationship to the head of household, color or race, sex, month and vear
of birth, age at last birthday, marital status, number of vears married, the total number of
children born of the mother, the number of those children living, birthplace, birthplace of father
and mother, if the individual was foreign born, the year of immigration and the number of years
in the United States, the citizenship status of foreign-born individuals over age twenty-one,
oceupation, and more. Additionally, the names of those listed on the population schedule are
linked to actual images of the 1900 Federal Census. Learn more...

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising Ancestry.com

© 1997-26G10 Ancsstry.com Corporate Information PRIVACY POLICY “Terms and Conditions

Source: lowa Terriﬁrial and State Legislators Collection con;}giled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll7indiv=1&db=1900usfedcen%2c&rank=0&gstn=J... = 8/3/2010




1910 United States Federal Census - Ancestry.com

<pjancestry

You searched for John Sterling in Iowa

1910 United States Federal Census

John C Sterling

Name:

Agein 1910: 47
Estimated birth  abt 1863
year:

Birthplace: Illinois

Relation to Head Head
of House:

Father's Birth  Ohio
Place:

Mother's Birth  Ohio
Place:

Spouse's name: Minnie J

Home in 1910:

Independence, Hamilton, Iowa

Marital Status: Married
Race: White
Gender: Male
Neighbors: View others on page
Household Name Age
Members:  john C Sterling 47
\ Minnie J Sterling 40
/ . .
Lucile M Sterling 19
Paul S Sterling 17
Irene M Sterling 15
Samuel G Sterling 14
Rachel E Sterlin 8
Martha F Sterling
Arnett S Chapin 19
Source Citation: Year: 1910; Census Place: Independence, Hamilton, Iowa; Roll T624_404;
Page: 154; Enumeration District: 116; Image: 698.
Source Information:
Ancestry.com. 1910 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo,
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2006.
Original data: Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910 (NARA microfilm publication T624,
1,178 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National Archives,
Washington, D.C. For details on the contents of the film numbers, visit the following NARA web
page: NARA
Description:
This database is an index to the head of households enumerated in the 1910 United States Federal
Census, the Thirteenth Census of the United States. In addition, each indexed name is linked to
actual images of the 1910 Federal Census. The information recorded in the census includes: name,
relationship to head of family, age at last birthday, sex, color or race, whether single, married,
widowed, or divorced, birthplace, birthplace of father and mother, and more. Learn more...
v
,/ \} Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising
AN
© 1997-2010 Ancestry.com Corporate Information PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions

Soyrce: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection conileéj.by viJIunteers i\
mndaiv= =

ttp://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dl

nd staff at the State Historical Societ;

10USCenIndex%2c&r

Page 1 of 1

Ancestry.com

of lowa Li

=0&gs

8513010




1920 United States Federal Census - Ancestry.com Page 1 of 1

<3} ancestry .

\ You searched for John Sterling in Iowa

1920 United States Federal Census

Name: John C Sterling
[John E Sterling]

Home in 1920: Webster Ward 2, Hamilton, lowa
Age: 56
Estimated birth abt 1864
year:
Birthplace: Illinois

Relation to Head  Self (Head)
of House: [Head]

Spouse's name: Minnie
Father's Birth  Ohio
Place:
Mother's Birth  Illinois
Place:
Marital Status: Married
Race: White
Sex: Male
Home owned: Own
Neighbors: View others on page

Household Name Age

Members: John C Sterling 56

Minnie Sterling 49
/ Paul Sterling 27
Sam Sterling 29
[24]

Rachel Sterling 18

Martha Sterling 12

sus Place: Webster Ward 2, Hamilton, lowa: Roll T625_491;
2; Image: 821.

Source Citation: Year: 79205
Page: 9B: Enumeration Districi

Source Information:

Ancestry.com, 1020 United States Federal Census [database on-linel. Provo,
cestry.com Operations Inc, 2010. Images reproduced by
FamilySearch.

Original data: Fourteenth Census of the United States, 1920. (NARA microfilm publication T625,
€ s). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National Ar es.

W hington D or details on the contents of the film numbers, visit the following NARA web
meration Districts 819-839 are on roll 323 (Chicago City).

Description:
This database is an index to i

ividuals enumerated in the 1920 United States Federal Census,
- States. It includes all states and territories, as well as
in Islands, Puerto Rico. American Samoa, Guam, and the

T v details about individuals and families including:
e, year of immigration, mother tongue, and parents’ birthplaces. In
ted on the population schedule are linked to actual images of the

the Fourteenth Census of t
Military and Naval Force
Panama Canal Zlme Th
name, gender, age, |
additi
1920 Federal Census. Le:

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising Ancestry.com

© 1997-2010 Ancestry.com Corporate Information PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dl1?indiv=1&db=1920usfedcen%2c&rank=0&gsfn=J... ~ 8/3/2010




Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 - Ancestry.com Page 1 of 1

‘%‘fancestr}r: T

You searched for John Sterling in Iowa
Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925

Name: JohnC Stefling
Birth Year: abt1863
Birth Place: [Illinois
Gender: Male
Race: White
Marital Status: Married
Census Date: 1Jan 1925
Residence State: Iowa
Residence County: Hamilton
Locality: Webstef City
Relation to Head: Head
Mother: Martha J West

Mother's Obhio
Birthplace:

Father: Samuel Sterling
Father's Ohio
Birthplace:
Marriage Place: Illinois
Spouse Name: Minnie G Sterling
Roll: 1A1925_1736
Line: 10

Neighbors:  View others on page

Household Name Age
Members: John C Sterling 62
Minnie G Sterling 55
Rachel E Sterling 24
Martha T Sterling 17
Mildred G Sterling 16

Source Information:

Arncestry.com. fowa State Census Collection, 1836-1625 [database on-linel. Provo, UT, USA:
v.com Operations Inc, 2007.

Original data: Microfilm of Iowa State Censuses, 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 1925 as well

various special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the State Historical Society of Towa via

Heritage Quest.

Deseription:

This database contains lowa state censuses for the following vears: 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915,
and 1925. It also includes some head of household censuses and other special censuses from
1836-1897. Information available for an individual will vary according to the census year and the
information requested on the census form. Some of the information contained in this database
though includes: name, age, gender, race, birthplace, marital status, and place of enumeration.
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