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St and ard Fo rm Fo r Me mbers o f t he LeQ l s l a tu re 

Harne o f Represe nta t ive GUNDERSON , CHARLES LEWI S Senator _ _ __ _ 

0/ '-' " -t f3.aAi;Y;£UI(J,,··t, .j,n.w 

1 . Birthday and place 12 'October lSS9 , Boscobel, Wjsconsin 

2. Marriage (s ) date plac e 
Dena CRf'ietiaRs9R (.JUly 1866 15 Wat: t b 1950), 20 luly 1884 , BoscoBel 

3. Significant event. for example: 

A. . Businel~aRl.n: . Brain mill , hank , insurance 

B. Civic r •• ponsibiliti •• __________________________________ __ 

C. Prof ••• ion _____________________________________________ _ 

4. Ch u r ch me lIlbe r s hi P_-"P .. r"e"s"'b;t.y .. t"e!..r .. iaen!L _ _______ ____ _____ _ 

5 . Sess io ns .erved 38th and 39th GA . 1919 1922, Pocahontas Co. 

6 . Publ i c Office. 

A. . Local ip 6 years . township trustee 6 years , school board 

B. State 

C . Nat ional 

7 . Dea t h 31 December 1946. at home, Rolfe, Iowa, sudden heart at tack . 
Bur. Cminton- Garfield Cern. 

S. Chi l dren 1 Gear e (Mar. 1886-1929). lawyer ; (2) Dr. Arthur (Nov. 1888-1975), 
den tist , capt . Iowa football team , symphony violinist; Everett, Was . ; 0 n (Oc t. 1899-
20 Oct. 1958 sta ed on famil farm) ; (4) Ruth J . (VandeSteeg) (Mar . 1892 - 1978). teacher , 
liv Orange City, 1a ; (5) Naomi (c. 1895 - ,teac er in a i ; ten m. range ty) ; (6) 

9. Hamel of parents //Mar tha(Boggs) (c . 1898 - ) teacher. Calif . 
George and Helen Gunder son , Boscobel . Wis. 
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10. Education Wisconsin common and high schools 

11. Degrees _________________________________________________________ _ 

12. Other applicable information Father bough t farm land in Pocahonaas Co, 
1878; Char l es & his brother setlied on in 1881. Brother moved toWasfiington c . 1884. 

iixHXEf Char l es farmed there for rest of life; in 1981 it was owned by greatgrandchildren. 
Five of the six children gra dBD t ed from Unive4rsity of I owa. Lawyer, dentist , 3 teachers 
Char les was pioneer in Pocahont as Co. Mut Ins. Co., director and pres i dent; Pres. of Iowa 

State Mut. Ins. Assn. 1923; partner in Rol f e Grain and Mill Co.; vp . of Rolfe State Bank. 
Elder in chauch ; Mason, Eastern Star, Trustee of Buena Vista College. 
Celebrated 620 wedd'Ing anniversary. 
Survived by wife, five children, eight grandchildren and four great grandchildren. 

Altho 1904 Hisroery says he was born in Norway, a l l other p l aces put l~~in Iowa birth, 
and 1981 History:says he was second generation American. 

-----------
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Chas. Gilmore 
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John W. Hanna 
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Chas. L. Gunderson 
of Pocahontas 

JOhn T. Hansen 
or Dav~nl>ort 
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312 BIOGRAPHIES OF STATE REPRESEXTATIVES 

~hoo1. H e ~Iud!ed 1",," lit the Cnl"er~l ty of :-;ot re Dame and gradua ted from 
thnt In~lItulion in June. un. H e wa~ " dm!Ud to the bar In October of the 
same year and has been enC:ll!I:ed In the pr '\Clice ot law a t Sioux City IIt nee 
that time. Tn 18~1 he was married to :\I\~I Poose H artnett. 1-;lected revre
~enlnll"e In 191:. He-elected In 1~ 1~. 1916 and 1919. A r epublican in politics. 

C. L. GU:>''"DE RSO:s', 

RepresentlHive from Pocahontu county. was born In W isconsin. October U, 
1859. His educatlon wae acquired In the common and hll\"h lI..,hoois In 'Via_ 
eonsln. He came to Pocahontas county In 1!81. locatlng 011 a fa rm. In July, 
1884 he married Mias Dena Chrilltenllen of Bueobel. W bconsln. They have 
six chliolren. three sons and three daughters. He o ... n~ one- third Intere~ t In 
Ihe RoUe Grain and M illing COm l}!\ny, of which he Is pruldent, H e was one 
or the organizer,. of the Pocahontas County Farme rs Institute, and prnlden t 
of the Farmers Mutual Jnlurance company or Pocahontas county, 01\e of the 
or&,anl~ers of the Farmer-. Elevator company of Pocahontas, Iowa. Was Its 
... cretary nine years, He I~ presiding elder In the Presbyterian church or 
Rolfe, Elected representative In InS, A republican In polities. 

J. W. HA:-<:-<A, 

Representative from Benton county. "'all horn In Benton county, Iowa, Aucust 
!9, US • . of Scotch-trlsh parentaee. W:llI born on the farm hill pioneer rather, 
A. H . Flanna, entered from the &,overnment. He moved to Vinton In Uti but 
ownl and npe rales the farm known as Grandvle .... Farm jointly with his aOn. 
He w:llI educated In rural schools and Cornell College. He WIUI one of the 
organluu and president of the Farmers Savin&' Bank, of Garrison, Iowa, and 
la connected wlth MV('ral e nterprises there. He hal tor the lallt yea r been 
memher and seerClary of the Locnl Drnrt B03T<l fo r Benton county. H e la a 
member or the Presbyterian church. Elected re-prelentatl"e In tns. A r e
publican In politics. 

JOH:-< T. HA:-<SE:-<, 

One of the rep resentath't'f! from Seott count)·, WaS born at Davenport, IOWa, 
:-<OHmber ~S. U,;8. :'Irovcd to Sllermnn township, Scott county, :'Ilay 1, 1861, 
" 'here hc :Htended the country IIchools and tearned the blacksmith trade under 
hlft rather. H e took up rarmlnlr In 1880. retlr lnir t ,,·o years ago. Was married 
to Emma E. Horst In March, 1887 who died in October. 1897. and h .. two boys 
and two K\ r lm. both boy" belnir nOw In the army. Always Int e- r e«ted In public 
atrairs. member Q! the school board for 'lie"en yean, IlTealdent of EldrldCe Mutual 
Telephone company tor sIx yea rs, and now vLce prealde-nt or SCOtt County F a rm 
Le ague, A :'Ifod e rn "\Voodman. Elec ted repr~sentatlve In 1~16. ne-elected In 
alS, A republican In politics, 

T. p, HARR0.'"CTO:-<, 

Repr.-sentatlve from Ko~suth county. was born In Lafayette county, W I".;:onsln, 
~ember 11th, 1867. He came to Iowa .... lth hIs parenlll In UB~ and settled 
On a farm in WriG"ht county where he resIded until 1899 when he moved to 
AI&'ona. KOSlluth county. and formed the ]"". tlrm ot " H arrington &. Dlcklnson~ 
of which he Is stlll a member. He secured hIs lepl education In the UnIver
sity of rowa, was city attorney of Algona for two years and county attorney 
or Kossuth c<>unty for fou r years. County rood adminIs trator .. nd chairman 
of county counctl or defens e during the world war. Elected represcntatlve In 
19\6. Re-elected In U18. A republican In polltlcll, 

• 
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.JOUR:-"AL O F' TH E HOUS E 1; 13 

Houst' would tenol' r , br thi.- rt'.~ ... lution, ;t~ ~illct'r(' ~~· ll11.ult h:· to t.hC' 
"uT\'id ng member~ of his family in their sorrow; and 

il l It F !'r the" R~~fll l'cd , That a cop~' of this re! olution be spread upon 
th~ J oul'nal of the H ou~e, and that the Chief Clerk be instructed to ~nd 
an enr ... U",d com' t ~ th e la1l1i1~' pf th E' ciecen!(>tl. 

RAY E. SHEP .. UW. 

E. E. POSTON. 
A. H . AV ERY. 

Committc~. 

modal to the Honorable C. L. Gunderson of Pocahontas Coun ty 

MR. SPEAKeR: Your committee. appointed to prepare a suitable re~o

lut ion commemorating the life, character and public service of the 
lllte Honorable Charles Lewis Gunderson, begs leave to submit the 
following melltorial: 

Charil's Lewis Gunder son, son of George and Helen Gunderson, 
was born October 13, 1859, at Boscobel, Wisconsin. He was 87 yea rs, 
two months and IS days old a t the time of death. He was baptized in 
the North Luthet'an church of which he later became a member. He 
attended Boscobel high school. In Ju ly, 1881, he came to Iowa to work 
on his father's land and later was joined b~' h is brother, Gunder . The 
two farmed together for several years. 

On July 20, 1884, he married Dena C. Christensen of Bos<:obel. To 
this union six children were born. The 'oldes t son, George, passed 
away in 1929. Dr. Arthur Gunderson resides a t E verett, Washington, 
John at Rolfe, Mrs. A. J . Vande Steeg ( Ruth) at Orange City. Naomi 
and Mrs. S. R. Bogg~ (Martha ) at Pasadena, Califomin . There a re 
eight grandchildren a nd fou r great-grandchildren. Last July Mr. and 
Mrs. Gunderson cl'll'brated their sixty-second .... edding anniversary. 

In 1890 C. L. Gunderson became a director of the Pocahontas County 
Mut ual Insurance Company, of ..... hich he had been president si nce 1909. 
In 1923 he was el<'Cted presidl'nt of the State Mutual Insu ranee Asso
ciation. 

Mr. Gunderson was also a member of the Masonic Lodge, the Order 
of the Eastern Star and a trustee on the Buena Vista College board. 
He served two t er ms as Pocahontas county Representative in the Iowa 
legiahtu re in 191!l Ilnd 1921. He was vice president of the Rolfe State 
Bank. 

I n the late nin('tie~ )11'. Gunderson and his family affilia ted with the 
Rol fe Pl'esb~·tl'rian church. Hl' WI\! an elder in this church. He Rttended 
~huTch and Sunday school TI.'gul a rly and faithfully. 

7 11(l'tl01'C , Be II R esoh·t'd by the H OIISf! of RCP"c8clltatiVe8 01 th~ 
F ifl>j .urOlld GOlt"lIl ASF('mbl!l, That in the passing of the la te Hon
ol'able r. L. Gund('r''''n. tht, Hate has lost R valm·d lin d hcmol'ed citizen, 
and tht' Hou!e would tender. hy this. l'esolmion. it l' ~ int~r(' sympathy 
to thl' ~urvidng nwmlK-n of hi ~ family in their sorrow; and 

I 
! 
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CLINTON TOWNS HI P. '" 
, cnleen, he located first in New York 
state and then six years in Ill inois. 
J n 1860 be married Charity O. Van 
Xau.a, of Kirtland, Ind .. and his fam
Ily cQn!<isted of seren children, one of 
who m died in lof:IOCY, and Willia m 
II. , at l-!a\'clock In 1893 at the age of 
twcrH)'-nine. Xelli c M. (Atherton ), 
M inn ie [ Boyden ), James C., Elmer 
and George are married and live In 
H umboldt county. 

Garriso n Charlt's 1-'., (b. Dec. J:!, 
1 %ti, ) Holfe, has o...'C()me the veteran 
photographer tiC Pocahontas coun ty. 
lIis ti ne brick block, complete C<lui p· 
Illcnl and superior quality of work 
place h im in the front rank as a fi rst
clas..~ artist: and by securin g the pat.
ronalo,'c of a section of country tilat. 
embraces more tllan the north hair of 
this county ill' bas built up a luera-
11"c busi ness. 

li e is a natil'e of Elkhart. Indiana, 
the son of Mr. and )Ir!.. O. W. Garri 
sun. lIe aClluircd a practical knowl· 
edge Ilf the pbllto~ rapher's art. in Chl
ca!!" and llracticcd It. fur sC I'cra ] years 
In Detroit. I n l~"-I, cum ing wit.h his 
hr·ut.her to Fort Dodl:'"e, uuder the 
name uf Garrbvll Bros .. t.hey esta\). 
lished a tiue :o.tudiu and lllc ir name 

wife and bis fa the r and mot.her. I n 
1896 be erected t.he t wo-story b rick 
block he bas since occupied. There is 
not a tiner suit.e of gallery rooms in 
Northwest I owa, aDd he Is well pre· 
Dated to supply tbe wao ts of the peo
ple wit.h line pictu res 10 every size 
aod st.yle. He bas est.abllshed branch 
galleries at Marathon, Lau rens and 
Ruthven. 

In Ocwber, 1888, he married Adah 
D. Fu lcher of Tbree Riven;, Mich., 
and she has rendered hilo ' valuable as
slst.a nce 10 t.he st.ud lo. His raLher 
died at. !lolte, J uly 12, 1800. 

Gundenon Charles L. , (b. Oct. 13, 
1859,) RoUe P. O., Is a nath'e or Nor· 
way, t.he son or George and Heleo 
Gunderson. 10 1881, be came to Po
cahont.as count.y, bought.:.Ioo acres of 
land on section 25, Cen ter tow nship, 
and began to reside upon it. lIe was 
t.hen a si ngle man. Guoder n. Gunder
son, his bruther, li ved wi t.h him dur
Inl!" the ti rst. t.hree yean; of his resl· 
dence on t.he far m, and t.hen wen t. to 
the s tat.e ot Washington, where he 
has tilled with credit. W himself the 
ortlce of superint.endent. of publi c 
schools. Gunde r taught. school 
during the winter mont.hs for a num
ber ot yea rs and t.aught. the first. 

..... as a guaranly of the Iinest workman- school in t.he Brinkman school house, 
Shi p. 10 )Iay, 1&-6. be t>egan to do DISlrlct. No.6, Center w ..... nsbip. 
husincss at nuUe ill a portable gallery 

that. was located on tbe lot. where the 
brick buildio~ now stands. At that. 
time this lot. was wort h $300, but 
when he bought It, ten yea rs later, he 
had to pay 1!"1OOO for It. At lirst. he 
spent-one mooth of each year at Rolfe 
In the portable gallery. In H!S9 be 
purchased a buildln!; fvr ~ gallery; and 

In 1884 Charles L. married Dena, 
daughter of lrer and Nellie Christ-
lansen, of Wisconsi n, and his fam ily 
consists nf si x child ren : George I. , 
Artbur H .. J ohn C., Rut.b J. , Naomi 
H. and Mart.ha C. 

He Is now one of t.he most. bighly 
respected and substantial farmers of 

In April, lS-lID, rlissolving pa rtn ersbi p Center LQwDshlp, being the happy 
with his brother. mO\'ed to Rolfe wilh possessor of -480 ac res of land on which 
his family. which consisted ut his he has erected line Improvements. He 
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sen 'cd SiX years OlS;l trustee of Cent er 
townsh ip, l S90-\J~, ''.),)-tl~: six years as a 
justice of the peace and was sec reta ry 
ut t.he school lJoard \ (1 IS-tit!. He is 
recol?nized as a man ot s terli ng inlq:
rlty, a staunch republican and a firlll 
belic\-cr in tbe cause ot Ilruhlbitiun. 

il re f('d eorn un till' en unti l they arc 
ob~c fl'ed shell in\! It fr um the Cl,IJ, 

Kenned y William Campbcll(l). Oct.. 
20, 1834, ) an cnthusrastic Sunday 
School worke r, has been a resident oC 
the iXWl Sec. 10, Clinton township. 
since March, 1881. li e Is the son or 
Du\'ld and )Iartha (Campbell b. June 
1\1, 1823) Kennedy , who, SUusc'lucnt to 
their marrl3ge in 1&iO, !ired fOllr 
years nca r Fa rL ,rayne, I nd., wh{'rc 
W. C. was born. In 18C.,;" his parcnt~ 
located near DeWitl, Clln t oll county, 
Iuwa, wbere his ra ther died in l ::l ~ :,. 

H is mother was a natlre of County 
Down, I reland, came to A merica with 
he r fathe r at eighteen, raised a fam il y 
or seve n children, si x o f whom arc 
1II'ing, a nd d ied at Goldfield, Sept. :::, 
lsns. W. C" Feb, IU, IN;!, married 
Cathe r ine p, Se ife rt and a fe w d ay~ 

late r,locatln~ UII his present farm. Uc
gao the work o f Its impw\'o,'ment. 
li e has sloce Im:reased iu sile to J~j ; 

acres, and no one can riel\' the liue 
buildings erected o r note tbeir c'lpac· 
Ity and con\'e n iences without per
Cc lving tha t it isone o ( til t! must l'un
vellielltly arranged stuc k farlll~ in 
that part. o f the COUDty, In the hume 
be has e ndeavored to combi ne beau ty 
with com fort, and un the farm wi n tt' r 
pro tt'ctlo n for all h is stock a nd an 
a bu ndan t supply o r good water, 

li e was treasu re r uf the school fu nd 
or Clintoll township in L"'l:!:~-~J, aSSl.'ssvr 
In 1889· \:1 2, president ut the schuol 
board in 1890 a nd a tru~tee In 18\13-95, 

H I.' is a successful raiser as well as 
feeder or ca tt le, and tillll~ he ubtains 
the best results by puttiug' t\\'O c;llres 
to one cowcl'enings and Illurnin;;s ILlI
til t bey are eight ur ten Wl'eKS 'Jld, 
p roviding them otht! r MtitalJlc (.1Ud ac
cording to the ir age and needs, T he 
arger cat.tle In the fall uf lIIe yea r , 

Arter this the corn Is ~llt:Jkd, mixc!\ 
witil oats 0 ) a nd placed in br¢e ~cl r, 

feeders where t lley can get It lit 
lIny time of the .. lay and ns milch of it 
a~ they want, li e reeds about. six 
mont hs, a nd It is not unusual fur tile 
cattle to make an a\'ef,Ige daily gai n 
Or four pounds each d ur i ll g' that peri
od. li e raisc~ ann ually about sc\'cnty 
head of Iwgs, and t hough he usc'" nu 
stock ruud ur paten t medicines he has 
hlthertu t'~c a [led Uli' chulera, Omiol! 
thc (l-cdinl!" per j<l(\ many "r thcm aTe 
alluwed to roam ill the large feed }'<l rd 
with t he ..:attk, The iJay· racks 
a round the Inside of the open ca ttle
ShNls rest un wide truull'hs <lr tahles, 
and und"rncath thdie the h,,)!S rind at 
ni!;ht a dry and ('omf'Jflahlc T{'stin)!
placc, tbat c;llIses them tto be wi! lely 
dbtributed, Salt i~ p l;ICl'd where 
they can ~('l it and a little lime 01.'

casionilll~' III their ,n'lt)!h~, 
Il e was ra ised in a home WIll'fC hc 

enjuyf!d tile sweet a mI b;.:~~i'd inl\u· 
en!:e of the family alta r , _\l the <I~e 

or si x tt'en he [lre~ent~'d ltim:.t'lf r"r 
Uni{lll with til": L'nited l'r.:~I,yt.' nan 

church to whletl li b 1"\l'~laS I;clull l!"e fl, 
Tile fact that Ill' was iI cUJIlpa ratll'e 
st range r eli([ not prevent him frvm 
t a king lilt! lead III cst"ulishin~ and 
ruaintainiug' a Sunday::i!:h"ol In the 
new tull'll uf Rolre In IdSl, and he W<lS 
annua lly re-elected su perintendent of 
the P l'eS1lytcI'ian Su ndar Schwl uf 
[:'ulfe f rum tlle time lL was o rlla n ll,ed 
unt il Jan 1. I~U~, 1\ hen he org'a nned 
and b('carlle supcrioteud('nt vf the 
H 'Hnc del'arllHcnl in it, the lirst t> lIe 
in tile cuunty, During the IIftee n 
yl'ar~ he W; l ~ superinLelldenL uf the 
cIJu reh sclt!~JI hc WaS Klw<lYs present, 
excc pt 1I'lien jll'cl't nled by slckrLCss ur 
alls .... "cc frum homc. DIlrin>!, the SIIL\l' 
m~r Sl.';L';'(,II:>!le h:IS ci!,l\'Uh'd !lis Sab
bath a ftel'lw'JIls to the tllailLtetlanCe 
of :Saubath ~dlOOls in the selloul· 
hU\l~cS in the rici n ity of his hume, 
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William A. (Gus) Grove and Alice Grove 

However, a year later, they came back to Rolfe 
where they resided until their death. They celebrat
ed their golden wedding anniversary in Rolfe in 
1917. Both are buried al the Clinton-Garfield Cem
etery at Rolfe. 

Alice Bovey was born at Hagerstorn, Maryland, 
in July 30, 1850. Her parenls were Jacob and 
Rebecca (Rhinehart) Bovey. Her father was a 
United Brethern Circuit rider preacher. Since he 
was against slavery, his father. a wealthy Virginia 

. slave owner, disinherited him. Jacob and son Albert 
died of typhoid fever during the Civil War at 
Edinburg, Virginia. A few years later the family 
accompanied a neighbor family bycovercd wagon to 
Lightsville. Illinois. A few years later. Alice's moth
er married Albert Strouse. They moved to Adeline, 
Illinois. where she met Gus and was married. She 
was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and took an active part in the Missionary Society, 
and the Ladies Aid Society as long as she was able. 
She was also a charter member of the Eastern Star 
of Rolfe. On March 7, 1934, at the a8e of 84, she 
died in Stillwater, Oklahoma. while visiting her 
daughter, Mrs. W.H. Wilco1t. Submitted by Mrs. 
Joe Reige/sberger 

( 

·JLIUS AND DELMA GUDERIAN 
FAMILY 

Julius was born on a farm near Palmer and later 
moved with his parents to a farm 3 miles west and V. 
miles south of Gilmore City. Here he grew up and 
attended the rural school. 

He was one of 8 children of Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Guderian. 

Delma was born east of Dakota City in Humboldt 
County. She grew upon various farms in Humboldt 
County and was educated in rural schools and 
graduated from Pioneer High School. She was one 
of four children of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Seaver. 

Julius and Delma met at a church gathering at the 
First Lutheran Church in Gilmore City and were 
married in the Methodist Church of Humboldt. 

They are parents of three children : Raymond 
Charles of Le Mars. Iowa, Louise Kay of Fort 
Dodge, Iowa and Leslie Robert of Humboldt. 

Julius and Delma spent the first 12 years living 
and farming on farms in Pocahontas County and the 
ne1tt 27 years on farms in Humboldt County. They 
moved to a home in Gilmore City, Pocahontas 
County on January 18. 1981 and now reside there. 

They are members of the First Lutheran Church 
in Gilmore City: By: Delma Guderian 

CHARLES AND GLORIA 
GUNDERSON 

Charles and Gloria Gunderson were married in 
Paul. Minnesota, on December 20,1975. Their 

lneme verse is Psalm 37:4. "Delight thyself also in 
the Lord: and he shall gi~e thee the desires of thine 
heart."' Together they have been acti\'c in the Rolfe 
Prcsbyterian Church and its choir. The Gideons 
International. Bible study and prayer groups. and 
teaChing and leadership of Christian youth and 

;;;~~'~; '~i ' M~~~~ic-Lodge and East~rn St~r, a 
member of Buena Vista College Board of T ruste 
He served two terms in the Iowa Legislature in 19 
and 192!. In 1935 he helped organize Rolfe St: 
Bank, later becoming its vice-president. 
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adults. 
Charles Abbott Gunderson was born on May 29, 

1943, in Waterloo. Iowa, the son of Deane C. and 
Marion A. Gunderson. He and his parcnts and 
sisters moved to the family farm southwest of Rolfe 
at age 2, where he lived through his high school 
years. Charles graduated from Rolfe Community 
High School in 1962, from Iowa State University 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Agricultural 
Business in 1966, and from The University of Iowa 
College of Law with a Jur is Doctor degree in 1969 . 
He began the practice of law in Rolfe in Juneof 1969 
and served as Pocahontas County Attorney from 
1970 to 1974. He still has a strong interest in 
agriculture and manages some of the family farms. 
He has served as President and organizer of Rolfe
Plex. I nc .. a nonprofit senior citizens housing corpo
ration. and as one of the organizers of Rolfe Swim
ming Pool Association. In the Rolfe Presbyterian 
Church he has served as Elder, Stated Clerk, Dele
gate to Presbytery, Delegate to Synod, Christian 
Education Committee Member and Sunday School 
teacher. Charles is now serving as State Secretary 
and has served as State Chaplain of The Gideons 
International of Iowa. His mOIlO is, "Success is 
being in the will of God. Period ." 

Gloria Kathleen Pauluk was born on March 28, 
1949, in Minneapolis, Minnesota, thc daughter of 
John E. and Dorothy E. Pauluk. Dorothy grew up in 
Nottingham. England. Later she was remarried to 
Gordon G. Carlberg. Gloria grew up in Hopkins and 
Eden Prairie, Minnesota, and graduated from Eden 
Prairie High School in 1967. She attended Buena 
Vista College from which she received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in elementary education in 1971. Gloria 
taught the elementary grades in the Rolfe Commu
nity School for six years. At times she has been in 
charge of or taught Vacation Bible School for her 
church with innovative ideas and some surprises, 
including visits by "Moses" and "Joseph." Gloria 
has been Circle Chairman for U.P.W., Christian 
Education Committee Member, Sunday School 
teacher, and guide for Bible coffees of the Christian 
Women 's Club. She is active in Beta Sigma Phi, 
P.E.O. and Tuesday Club, and is on the Care 
Review Committee of the Rolfe nursing home. 
Gloria's favorite hobbies are crafts and Ukranian 
Easter eggs. 

Charles and Gloria live one block north of the 
Rolfe School in a house which Charles built in 1974. 

CHARLES L. AND DENA 
GUNDERSON 

Charles and Dena were both second generation 
Americans of 100% Norwegian ancestry. 

The original 320 acres of Gunderson land in 
Section 25, Center Township (now Roosevelt). was 
purchased sight-unseen in 1878 by George Gunder
son of Boscobel. Wisconsin. In 1881 his two sons. 
Charles and Gunder, settled on the la nd. taking the 
train to Ruthven, Iowa. and walking the rest of the 
way. The Flickinger history of Pocahontas County 
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Charles (Charley) GundeT$(ln 

Dena taught school in Boscobel, Wisconsin, wi 
she was 16. Early in their marriage she taught 
her brother-in-law, Gunder Gunderson, in 
"Brinkman" rural school two miles north of tl 
home. A member of Eastern Star, A.L.D. Cl 
W.C.T .U., and Rolfe Woman's Club, she beca m 
charter member of the original board of trustee· 
Rolfe Public Library in 1926. 

Both were very active members of Rolfe Presb) 
rian Church where Charles was an elder. 

Five of their six children graduated from ! 
University of Iowa - George, lawyer; Ara 
medical doctor; Ruth, Naomi and Marlha, tea 
ers. 

Only two are still living. Martha, with her h 
band, Sidney Boggs (dentist). lived in Pasade 
California until he retired. She now lives in Dua r 
California. 

Naomi Gunderson lives in Orange City, 101 
a~ter a career teaching Spanish in Clovis, Calif. 
mao 

Ruth taught mathematics several years, la 
marryingArthLJr VandeSteeg. They lived at Ora! 
City, Iowa, where he was a merchant. Ruth diet 
1978. 

George, the oldest of the children, died in Cali 
nia in 1929. 

Arthur was nicknamed "King" al the Univer 
of Iowa where he captained the Hawkeye foot 
team. He owned and operated a threshing rig. A 
completing medical school he went to Eve! 
Washington. where he helped found The Evr 
Clinic . He loved the violin and played with the I 
symphony orchestra. He died in 1975. 

There is a separate article about John. the II 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

Dena Chrutensen Gunderson 

1'1 early 1920's Charles retired and they moved to 
Ife. having expanded the farm to 840 acres. 
ie died December 31. 1946. age 87. He was 
Iwn fo r his humor. sound busi ness practices. and 
dness to his fellow man. 
lena was 83 when she died Ma rch 15. 1950. She 
'emembered for her digni ty. keen mind. and 
ghborli ness. Her hobby was "to be on time." 
)n July 4. 1978. 32 of their descendents congre
ed at the Deane Gunderson home to celebrate the 
tennial anniversary of the purchase of the origi
Gunderson land . This Centen nial Farm is now 

led by their great-grandchildren, Clara Gunder
HOO\'er and Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Gunder

. Submit1~d by Mr. and Mrs. Dtant Gund~rson 

DEANE AND MARION 
GUNDERSON 

Deane Gunderson. third generation Rolfe Com
munity resident. son of John and De Elda Lighter 
Gunderson, was born in 1918 in Roosevelt Town
ship. After completing eighth grade at Roosevelt ii7 
School. and graduation from Rolfe High School in 
1935. he attended Iowa State College. There he met 
\Iarion Abbott of Ogden. Utah. Deane received two 
B.S. degrees in engineering in 1939 and 1940. while 
Marion received a B.S. degree in Applied Art in 
1941. They were married July 23. 1941. at First 
Presbyterian Church, Ogden, Utah. and established 
their home in Waterloo. Iowa. where Deane was an 
engineer for John Deere Tractor Works. 

In 1945 they moved to Section 13. Roosevelt 
Township. where Deane farmed until retiring in 
1975. . 

Two of their children. Charles A. Gunderson and 
Louise Shimon (M rs. William) live in the Rolfe 
Community. Four other daughters are Clara Hoo
ver (Mrs. Harold), Omaha. Nebraska: Helen Gun
derson. Fargo. North Da kota: Martha Carlson 
lMrs. Michael), East Grinstead, England; Marga
ret Moore (M rs. Jeffrey), Lansing. Michigan. All 
have attended Iowa State University. and five, along 
with four sons-in-law, have graduated from ther,e. 
Another son. Christian. died at birth. The Gunder
sons have four grandchildren - Kevin Carlson. 
Abigail and Katherine Shimon. and Joshua Moore. 

Deane and Marion are members of Rolfe Presby
terian Church. 

Deane has served several years as Poca hontas 
County Republican Finance Chairman and was 
delegate to the 1968 Republican National Conven
tion. He has served the Rolfe School Board 15 years, 
and also has served as director, vice-president , and 
presently treasurer of the Iowa Association of 
School Boards over a period of ten years. He was a 
member of Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternityat Ames. and 
for 25 years served as president of its Alumni 
Association. He is a member of the Iowa State 
University Achievement Foundation Board of Go v_ 
emors. director of the Rolfe State Ba nk, and mem
ber of the Rolfe Lions Club. 

Mrs. Gunderson, known as "Marion the Librari
an," is head librarian at Rolfe Public Library where 
she has worked since 1963. 

She is a watercolourist. having exhibited at art 
galleries in northwest Iowa. Memorial Union in 
Ames, and Younkers store in Des Moines. Her art 
interests extended to cataloguing and mending the 
art library at Blanden Gailery. Fort Dodge. 

She has been Girl Scout leader. Cub Scout den 
mother. and 4-H leader. She served two terms on the 
County Extension Council and one term on the 
State Extension Advisory Committee. 

She is a member of Pi Beta Phi, P.E.O .. and 
Sorosis Club, and is presently serving a five year 
term on Iowa State University Alumni Association 
Board of Directors. 

Deane and Marion are tournament bridge play· 
ers. having received the highest ranking of the 
American Contract Bridge League. 

In 1980 they received the Alumni Recognition 
Medal from Iowa State University, the first time 
that it had been given simultaneously to a husband 
and wife. 

They own a cottage on Lake West Okoboji 
where their family gathers annually. It is called 
Gunderlake while home on the farm is 
Gunderland. Submitttd by Deane Gunderson 

HELEN DeELDA GUNDERSON 
[was born on April 19, 1945, at Allen Memorial 

Hospital in Waterloo. Iowa. and given the names of 
my ,e:randmothers ... Helen Abbott and DeElda 

farmer. 
[ was the third of six children. Shortly after my 

birth. the family moved to Section 13 of Roosevelt 
Townshi p. [ lived there until going to college but 
have returned for visits of significant length. 

Helen Gunderson 

I am honored in having known my grandfather, 
John Gunderson, who farmed with horses and an 
occasional International tractor. My father trans· 
formed the scene to John Deere implements. 

I did much field work and at times had "livestock 
projects" . . . feeding milk to orphan piglets and 
raising chickens for 4-H. 

[ received my public education at Rolfe. graduat. 
ing fifth of 36 in the class of 1963. One incident of 
notoriety was in seventh grade when I spearheaded 
a petition drive requesting the school to institute 
girls basketball. We got the sport in 1959 when the 
Des Moines Township and Rolfe schools combined 
and I was a freshman. 

My 13 or so years as camper and counselor at 
YMCA Camp Foster at Spirit Lake was atone time 
the longest anyone person had been there. This 
experience was also sign ificant in my development. 

My formal education contin ued with a B.s. in 
1967 in physical education from Iowa State Univer· 
sity and an M.s. in 1975 in audio·visual communi
cations from the University of Wisconsin-Stout. 

My career includes five and a half years teaching 
secondary physical education in Duluth and Eagle 
Grove. Then I eagerly moved out of public school 
education and worked three years in sports informa· 
tion at North Dakota State University in Fargo 
before serving as director of the YMCA of NDSU 
the past three years. It is not a "gym and pool". 
YMCA but is similar to a campus ministry organi
zation : 

[ consider myself an "upper midwesterner" and 
appreciate rural counuyside. It is a rich part. of my 
emotional heritage plus I am an absentee Pocahon
tas County landowner. I have yearnings of living 
closer to the land. 

I have become increasingly involved in the Pres
byterian Church. enjoying large and somewhat 
progressive congregations in Duluth and Fargo. In 
Fargo. I have been a Deacon and member of the 
Christian education committee. 

In the late 70's I put a lot of volunteer hou rs into 
a 45 minute slide/tape show on the history of the 
Rolfe schools which I presented at the alumni 
banquet in June of 1980. 

I have no hesitation in taking pride in my full 
personhood as a single person. Submilted by Htlen 
Dt£lda Gunderson 

.fOHN ANn neFlnA 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

John and DeElda Gul'\dcrloOn 

tie was one of si~ children of Charles and Dena 
Gunderson who were Pocahontas County pioneers. 
DeElda wat born in Rolfe March 9, 1893, and was 
one of seven children of Joseph and Emma Wilhelm 
Lighter. Her father was a Rolfe printer and newspa
per editor. 

Before her marriage DeElda was clerk and gener
al assistant in the Gilmore City Variety Store 
belonging to her sister, Cora Lighter. In 1915 
DeElda became cashier and bookkeeper for the Geo. 
O. Hauck General Store in Rolfe. 

John had begun farming in about 1905, renting 
ground from his father. 

The couple was married Christmas Day, 1917, in 
the home of her paren ts. They had one son, Deane 
Gunderson, who was born September 16. 1918. His 
story is told elsewhere in this book. 

John was a member of the Masonic Lodge. 
Eastern Sta r, and Garfield Township Fa rm Bureau. 
He was very active in his adopted Method is t Church 
where for many yea rs he served as a trustee, finance 
cha irman, and member of the official board. He also 
was on the school board for Roosevelt 17 rural 
school. 

DeElda was an active member of the Rolfe 
Methodist Church since childhood. and was a life 
member of the Methodist W.S,C.S. She also was a 
member of Sorosis Club, and a charter member of 
""~apter BB, T.T.T. 

luring Iheir years logether John boughl oul his 
. _,her·s land holdings and in time e~panded the 
far m 10 2040 acres. Farming was both his vocat ion 
and avocation. He loved horses. and did nOI quickly 
accept tractors. His son. Deane, came back to start 
farmi ng with him in 1945. 

John is remembered for his ready humor, his soft 
spaken manner. and the simple life of an Iowa 

I 1 

mucn luveo oy her SIX grandChildren. Within a year 
or two after John's ' death she moved into Rolfe 
where she died after a long illness on Jan uary 7, 
1964 , Submitted by Mr. and Mrs. Deane Gunder
son ~_ ..... ~?> Iv-. tI 7 cd 1ft 

AUGUST AND CHRISTINE 
GUSTAFSON 

August and Christine Ca rlson Gustafson came 
from Sweden. They were parents of 8 children: Julia 
(Mrs. Fritz Lundberg), Mabel (Mrs. Al fred Lar
son), Ed ith (Mrs . Berl Egertson) , Esther (Mrs. 
Waldemar Peterson), Gilbert, Earnest, Robert and 
Ed Gustafson. Al l are deceased in this year of 198 1 
but Ma bel Larson of Albert City. She was 94 Jan. 
I I th and still lives alone in her own home. Mrs. Bert 
Egertsen was the mother of August and Martin 
Egertsen, Marie Fagerlund and Christi ne Ryon 
(deceased Aug. I 1,1963). 

THE CARL JOHN GUSTAFSON 
FAMILY 

Ca rl John Gustafson was born December 17, 
1860 in Skaraborg's Lan, Vastergotland, Sweden 
and came to America at the age of 21 on November 
26, 1882. (He had 3 sisters and 3 brothers) Carl first 
was employed in a fu rniture factory at Rockford, 
Ill inois. and then moved to Alta, Iowa where some 
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Cbristina Carlson Gustafson and Children -

Carl and they correspOnded by letter after he m( 
to Aha. In January 1889, he wrote ''I'm comin 
Chicago and we'll get married - don't te ll anyo 

These were my grandparents who were marri~ 
Chicago, February 16, 1889. While fi rs t livin. 
Alta where Lillie was born, G rand pa bought 
acres S.W. of Laurens for 110 an acre. This 
recorded Mayg, 1889. Later they moved tot he r. 
on which Grandpa built a house. T he last west ro 
were added on in 1909. Eight more children y, 

born on th is farm: Godtfrid, Nora, Anna , Hjaln 
Justus, Ray. Malcolm and Marie: On July 17, IS 
Grandma died from cancer of the liver. Gran' 
ca rried on alone with hel p of older children as M, 
was only a fe w months old. In 1917 he and 
younger children moved to Albert City. (H e . 
built that house). 

In 1929 Grandpa and Hjalmar went to S< 
Dakota and brought back evergreen seedlings 11'1 
were planted on the fa rm. 

On July 29, 1930Grandpa married Emily Ana 
son of Albert City. 

Ca rl was a member of the La urens Luthe 
Church. In 1899 he joi ned the Mission Coven 
Chu rch of Albert City and was ch urch board se, 
tary for many years. July 31, 1947 Carl J ohn pas 
away. 

Justus. my father. was born August 26, 1898. 
went g years to the north corner, Swan Lake 
country school. He then worked on the farm . At , 
3 he remembers his mother outside yell ing t" 
something was wrong. She could see a team 
horses running east on the road a mile south. Th, 
were the Albert City bank robbers who had j 
earlier switched teams for fresh horses with A 
Anderson (Ekstam) and her mot her. Justus a 
remembers swallowing a nail at the age of I J. I 
dad took him by train to C hicago to doctors y, 

wanted to operate, but Carl John said "no. we 
going home to talk to mother first." To this c 
Justus doesn't know where the nail went. 

Justus and Ida Naomi Anderson were marr 
December 22. 1920 at Albert Ci ty in his falhc 
home. They starled farming 4 miles east of Alb, 
City (Tom Selke place) where Earl was horn. Lar 
they moved to the home place where Leona, Lowl 
DeWayne and Ethel were born. Submitled 
DeWa)'ne E. Gus/a/soil 

THE OeWA YNE GUSTAFSON 
FAMILY 

DeWayne was born March 23, 1927 in the sar 
house his dad was. He has 20lder brothers, Earl a 
Lowell and I older sister, Leona, and a youn~ 
sister. Ethel. DeWaynewent7 yea rs to Marshall , 
country school and graduated from Albert City 
1945. After graduating, he served with the Army f, 
16 months, then worked in Des Moines in the par 
department for International Harvestor and ca 




