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, .. • .. .... , "l'l'rlY "' 1nr .. , ;,,.,,, :'\ rt::hb•tr'' polrty 
lot· lh:tl Pll"'f· •l.s•· l '<' s: .. t! hr> rr·· ; .• , ... ,. .• ;, L.•t · .. \:n•·l :ra 

111 tn" Jlou~·· h~'l m•mths ilt:n. 
~Pcmrcl un!tktoly lfl Ciill'e r:ourh 
trouhlt' 

«'1'1\•·• ·''""II ~;.·1 ~'111" u·;tr f10tn 
lht" ftrn:'< prnfib llis ·,\ •r 1-"••rte 
"~la1·y is Sl!i.OOn ;, yrar. 

Aftt·r :h<' suhct•ll•ln ll:c<' \''ll«•tl 
Satu nl;·~ for fu!l pu~:1r hc<~rtnc• . 
lh;~irm.;n :\Tcl'lcllan 1 f) . \rk ) ' :aid 
h• · thoncht they wnuld hi' in the 
mtrr(•l't nf "holh thr puhlrl' , •·l· 
{;,~f' .. apd Secrct.11y T.Jih•lll hlrn· 
l't';f. 

( lnll•I'Jl. ltl tlll:rl s .. tu:rlp!lfltn\ 

Julius A. Nelson, 
83, Former State 
Senator, Dies 

A (''Jilll'rtJilll"<' ht"l\\rf'n \'il r;:lnt! 
Jtuu~r :•ntl St·n:"lt<' "cr•1nn<.. i l rl'· 
•pllrr' :dsn :t fm:.l nk;~y frrnn lhl' 
Srnall' Ill Sl'ntl 11 nn In lhC Whilr 
llnu).r. (l\IC:t'll r:!n~alw: 

V ital Program ,!J,,wn a~ ~ohc p:-. 
II \\ •111lrl ;:I''" In f>rf',lflrnt El!of'O· 111 •ll<' Hnnl'rilhln 

hm• rr. \\ hn r~'pr:~trdly dr,<·rihrrl '111-.r:;: c 1h rfo.t ' 
• hts r~'•<'n'l'~ pr•tcr~m as •·ita!. th"!l' hcJ•!rp;:•r" 
ronl'ldrr;tbl~ lr.!o'- lhan hr. askNl. 11•,;1•• . tn:vl•'li · 

Corrects Test imony .f~;lius A. :-irlv>n. l\:l. ,\tl:~nt : t· The tht<'f nN• fr.tturc 1s a plan fo. thr Ja ~t t1:nc· 
T;~llwll, corrr!'tmQ h1• <'ar·her !.•r:nt'r and rc>rmrr l'l:ltr st'nator. to l!il'<' spr:cial traintnl! for up to c<'rtl.nc thf· nr• 

' "sl tmnn,·, inform•· I ·hr cnmmlllC'r rlif'd unrxp,.l'lc·dh· at hi ' h•lnlt' S1111 stx mont h " tn a' many as 2:.o.000 ~<''Ill n hy tlw l'· 
Friti:1y lh:tl hr had t:~IJ.:rrl w1lh 1; •1, <tfl<'rnm•:l a't :i . :liJ O!';olh rr•. Y~'Uih~ annuitlly wh') a.::rr~' ''' "<-'~'' " .lunr 2.>. l!l::'ll 
a Radtll ('orp. nf ,\ml'riCil allnr· <;l liiNI r- r ~ lr· I It k 17' , Y<':ll'!' :.hrrr:~rtrr In the Oi('IIVI' . (!ntrrn;.l 

.,. "" . h . Jm .. 1 ,I r a :lc . v I I 8 " ld 
nry. '"'"Ill r.wm::. a out l'"ll<'\\'011 The son nr l' <'lrr <~nd :\Ia ric ;-..;i (') . rrs<'rve. , nut Is . un< cr l ' · Cf!U 
of an RCA contract with thl' i\1ulli · <;~·n J\'f'!!'on. hr wa< horn ,.111 a farr.1 l •·olunt<'rr and 111 cxchant:r t hey . B. 
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p 

;::;~n firm rarl.'· thi!' year. RCA nor:h of Atl:~nttc Jan. l·l . 1872 ann ' wo~tld he cxcm~t frn:n lh<' draft, I g 
has clef em;~ contra ct~. anrl . Ewin;: had livrd in ("a<;<> anti Auclubon 1 wlu.ch now rcqutrl''i two years of . 
harl fJitr:.;t 11111~'~ 1 th~> pr~pnety. or c0.1111i"s all o r hi.s lire. lie attrndd actl\·e rluty. . . j p 
rrn('~\· ~n::: ~':'' <'<~'ltracl w!lh a hrm l' rural schnr~ls and thc Atlantic !Ji,c:h l Thr cnmpul1o10n wh1ch the P.-n . reparc:. 
In ".'~'r.~ J al.bott h:~rl an mlcr!'_~t ~-~·r,(1l, .~Jraduoti n.: from thr Atlan. ~at:on a:.kcd as a mrthod. of b()IJ~ol· ! 

;r..u"':•H ;o.:ttu he t:~lAcd· bn2fl..Y tit· 1\u<in!'<< C'lllr:!r 11 ,. wa.; m:or. me n:<C'I'V<' ~tren~:th ~~J rvt\'E'd l'nly f... I- ,,J. 0, 
W!!h !-.·.;·m.:: aft"f ;; .. ca; i iwd De..'n r !!d ln F.:liT.;tbC'lh Brown Jan . I. I In th(' form of a~tthonty to recall I v C.A. I r \.. 
!~-~~-~"i'-d by .l?hn A: Johnsnn, Air I!'O~ anrl th{'y h!!\'!' !:'.'cd n;; t~<: fo~ 4!> ~ays of ~e~ •· r rluty :onr man ! l.F::'\EVA •"-T' 
• '" • ,. ~··n t•r<H I'I)Un~cl. He bar! <;a;(j s:tnl~ hrm \\'!'~\ o r lh" \ tl·lnl ·l~ _gomg Into sen ICC or Ill<' rr~l'rVE'S h 
Th I h d 'd . • ' • . ' I • - , . h r ·r h d k . Cr<; today I'" an . 

ur.~r 11y c 1 . n~"l rr.m~rnuer (;uti and Ctmntry cluh 49 ,.,.ar~. tn t .<' utur<' t : . :>cs not ccp l)r - , ' 
:-ud1 :t l'''"'·cr!';tllon , ., · . . • t up hts rc!'c r vc tralniTl):: . 1 o f 1 lr attcmill • 

· .\l·,rn hc 1\ <IS .. I. :'>lr. ~el!-<1"11 \\ :l.• !'lOll h•· IIC!.!rlltall t 
-------- : rlott<'•' to ht!o fir.;t orricr, a~ clrrk 

1 
back t;ome m :~. 

'··-·· ... j, r __ L_r_jt Huyu)l ucrna a", 
I r,f Oakfir·ld township,. Audu~11n ' ilL -,· .J I st:t rtNl work •Jit pi;, 
rn:•: :y .• nci 'l·:q·ti . un~li :Jll\'lfl-' AlDen LitnuefS • til<' oirectl\'('~ or. 

Lorah Retired 
Farmer, Dies 

,\ u)!u-t II lit·rlwrr'l. 111 . L111·:,'1 
rrt t r<'rl f:t rmc·r . r!t<'d at the !lor: on 
nurs:n;: hnrnr in Wtnter,e: Sunrl:t\ 
,, ,.,•nttl.t: at i 30. lie had hccn tn 
tll ht•;tlth ~<'1·eral yrar" and a 
patJrnl :1t the Wintcrl'ct home ll•rcc 
yc;•r~ . 

:\i r Gcrh:trdt w:~s bo~n at ~I tt.<· 
<'<11111\: Feb 10. 18i4. the son o! 
r;('nrJ:I' F r cdrrt<·k ;wd ll<•nricll a 
II :.nkl' c; c rha rdt and cH me to th,.. 
~!arne vicinit•· in 18!!3. Jlr movNl 
to tin~ Lor;.h 'vicwity lhc folluwmt! 
~r;•r :11111 had lived in thi.o; com· 
mumty ''nl'c li e "a5 marri<'u :o 
EliT.ilhl'th ('orne!' Aprtl 2. IHOJ. ;\lr. 
c;e:lfhardt \\a' a mcmbrr of Zton 
Luthrrlln church. 

lo , tJrn:on lOWO •fllp ~IX y(.';lr~ late:·. ' ; ft'I'C'IICC . 

llr •<'n <'cl 3< R~oton townshiJ: N t" Of B 
, •. ~. ~ ~ee ~•x yrars and after movin...: a lYe ear 
to (;r(t\'(' town~hip. h<'c:tmc scho~l • 

hftaro s<·cretary :•nrt trra~urer . In Grove .. OteS_ 
l:ll!l h.-. ·~\ :n. ~l l'r-!f\tl .. !~!·~ .. :~~~!'!!" 
:111d \C'r\'C'O ITil ltf 1923. 1 

\I r :--; rl,nn ":l!o :.l!'o \'tcc-prr~t 
d•·pt :IIIII dtrc•CI(JI' or ,,,.. nl·l Farm 
rr,. sa..-in,: .. hank or ;\ llanllc : \\ :l!' 
:•t ''Ill' tnnc· p~<·::irfcnt :1nd dirrct'l~ 
of :h.· Fc..-leral Land b:111k m thi:< 
r!l•tric t : "a~ fo rm rr rre .. idcnl n! 

,\lbert ZimdC'r~. 69. ltfclong Br:~r 
GrO\'(' tnwnsh1p rcs1dent. died Sat· 
urday :tftC'rnoon at 5:45 at thl' 
D-:'nnl~ :'1/ursin~: home. where he 
had hccn a patient fo r a month. lie 
had brcn in fail ing health four 

On R ight 
r;a ch of tht' fi ic 

1 
b<'forr lea\·in ;: r. .. , 
confidence lh:ll 1 ""' 
Ill$! hrrc had .t :~ rtr 
right road. E:~ch ;ti 
Importance -:;! thr 

Tlw l'.xrcn: h:t\<: 
the n<':-.t frw wrrk.' 
the cltscussion5 whi r 
ha'·" ~chrdulrd for 
mrr and fall :!:•· Ca,.l' County :\t utual !nsuranc~ years. 

Cfl:llpany and lh<' .. \ tlani t r P.uilrlin;t l\lr. Zimdc rs. the son of Ernrst Future Nego1 
ann Amrli;~ K naack Ztmfh:r~. \\' ;IS Thrv nlllst l;tke t! 

:.n·l Suppl~ ('Ompany :lncl w~.; ;~ and t:onnict111~ pro: 
rt~~<:l'lfll' or 1 ho~·· r••ucr r n"- :It thft horn m Be:1 r Gro•·c town~h1p " 
ltnlt nf hi' ll<'a!h. llnr~cb;tl'k rir!· :'>lan·h i. 1~1; and fa r mccl thrn• armil mt•nt. Gl'rman 
I".JL "a~ a hobhv which he con. ' until fi\'C yrars ai!O. He had livl-d EuropC'an ~el'urity " 

· 'th h ' "' th G .._. h e:~n fmcl in them tt·~ utcl U'JI.,i l ht:; d<';1th. WI 1~ .,ro c r . cor~~ n1rc · 
Sur\'ivinc :err t!tr wiflfl,\. t"o hoff. cast of Lewi~. the last fi\·e futurr.:- n<'::<• t1;1twn . 

"'~~. f)nn:lld ltnnt: 011 th~· \' 1.,. year~o . l'U<'h ba'l' '· lh<'~ m• 
ro<;t ancl G a il. lil'in•! north nf :\1 Sun·l\·ing arc another hrolhcr. out the ~kclrton Il l 
l:tnttt·: :• n;w~:htrr. :\ln. :\hrs:rry \\'ail<'r K ir chhoff of Atla ntic and a clct:~ils 
I. \l:•rti-1 of Red ()ak. th ~ e<· "'" sist~r. :\Irs. Etta )lac Wheat ley lindC'r the ~Chl•clu l 

Sur\'1\'l lll! ::rc the w11low and ;, , ... , '· :'>l r•. R(l~C 1\<'i:h fl f :\uduiYln. of Lewi..-. a ~ the :-umm.; t.tl~ 
numiJ.·r •Jf nephew!' ;~nd nircc<. 
llc "a~ prC't'rded in dc;tth by a 
b111thcr l;nlts Phillip Gcrh:~rdt 
and 'a s1•1rr. ~lr~ Petrr F . llansrn. 

1-'uncral !oCrVtl"•'~ will h i' held 
\\'rdn<'~day <~flcraoon at 2 o'clur k 
:~t Z10n Lulh<'r:tn l'hurl'h. the 
lln H. c; . Dl"hrmilnn o!ficlaltnl! . 
Tht· n ·m;11n' w tll bl' taken from the 
llolancl fun,~ntl home to thr church 
\\'•·dnr.!orlay rnflrnms: . Jnt c r m r n l 
"ill ht' 111 thr Atlanllc crmctC'ry. 

\tr~ Chrbtin" ;\hrqu•'!'<'n nf Au- Funeral ~erviccl' '"II hr held nation L'.S. Suhcn 
t•·• . ~ltnn. ancl ;\!~'· :\l:lrth;t :'\1•1. Tuesday ilflcrnoon at 2 o'rlock at "cck~ - .·\u~ 29 -
'!It' of ll;tw'hMnc. (";~lif.. ten :::nntl the Rol;~nd funeral home, the Rev.· lhr d1sarmanwnt r 
r:J,Inr<'n ami trn ;:rc;tt ~:rannchi!•l J . C. Leonard br the Church of the ad,·anr cd at G<':ll'\ a 
r•·n HC' wa"- pr<'rNirrl in dea th by 

1 
l';azarcne officiatin ,:!. Thl' rema ins Then c:1rly in o, t• 

f"'" hrnthrrs. (;1lhrrt. .John. r::·:. , wiil be at tl~ fun er al home until F our rorct~:n mtm:-lt'l 
Luh\ 1;: a ad Alf:·('cl :'\cl:-on and a lhc serv1cc hour and mtermcnl in Grnr,·a to tak1• • 
.... ; .. ~. )lr:o. :\lm;1 Traum . \\' til be in O<~kwood cemetery at mcnt. Gl'rman um' 

Ft .n~' ral "rn·tcr.; will h<' h<'ld l.x'wis. 1 Eumpcan !'C<'Uri:y 
,,.,.,,n••srl:1y art r·rnoun ~~ I n'clof'l< , 
:lt ~h<' Rnlaml funrr:~l h11mt' T!\~ 

rl' tllams "til hC' ;,f thr funrr:t l 
horl'r> until thr <Nvicr hour anrl 

EXPECTS GOOD CROP tnl•lllll'lll w1ll hr in thr Atl:!ntil' 
t•r· 1 rtcr" 

PAIR HELD ON KIDNAP 
CHARGES RETURNED 
TO MINNESOTA 

YOUTH HELD 0~ 
KIDNAP CHARG E 

I TIPTO:'\ •A'.-Erlwarrf 
bell. 2-1. :-.:atural Hn1' 
\':t .. w:~;. hcld h t•rr ;\I · 

:-;I)J!'J'II\\'OtJO •,r - Oiaf II . ilt~l · 

t;~n, thr only farme r in Jm,a whn 
1 I OS ANGElES TRANSIT I .11-:\\'ELL ti'-Tw1• formr~ earn•· 

h:~' :. (Nicr:tl allotment to m:~rkcl • ~ ! \':tl v:nrkrr~ arrc~t<'ri hl'rr ::O:ttur· 
lrll•:~•·• ''• rrp.,rh h1" ,.,.,,P t!o lnuk· STRIKE ENDS : cl:._.. on kirlni!p charccs in rnnn<'c · 

ldrln;~p d1ar::c ::!l'f•" m. 
~alttrti;.y :thriu<·linn 
f it'<'ri 

tnt: ;:nnd :t:!'IJil !111• year. . 1 1.0~ i\ ;'\C; J;: J , Jo: ~ ·f/1'1-Trnll•'y ' :1ntl 1 linn with cli~ilPP<'arancr nf two 
llnlt:lll :tnrl 111 ' lhn•r <nn~ h:~vf' ""'"' wc•r.- on 1111" rtl\ ·, ,trrrt<; :\:i atne~nt:l rhildr!'n \\'CI'<' rf'turn(':i c·anlphi-11'< wnund<·rl 

:J .i ;ll'rt' ' in toharco lh" )''ill' . lfltl;r \' fnr llw f• r•.l 111111' . 111 :14 rl:t •·~ I Mnntl:•y tn :\linnr ... nt:l Thr rhiJ . J)l!rl<'n ll:Jilltl'r, Zl, nf 1 

1'h II II :11 11 t 2110 • · hrn ,o;lmil:trly dl:ll·~.;,..rl '' •·rr•l' 11 " 11 a Y ytr' ~ ' "" · :" thr tnnc~·'t tt·an:-.11 ~trike 10 •lrl'n wrrc loeatrd in Ill's ~!nines ... 
pound, ·'" :.•·rr l.il'l yr:"lr thry loc·al ht~t·,·y t'IHlrrl . I S:rt"r""'' " :-•.• 
rrn• l\ "" ~.o l'•·nls :t pound fnr mn~l 
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AUDUBON COUNTY, IOWA. 721 

stock. Ordinarily, Mr. Hansen sells about one hundred head of hogs every 
year, and is very successful in the breeding and handling of live stock. 

In 1901, Hans· Hansen was married to Anna Hansen, the daughter of 
Peter Hansen, of Brayton, Iowa, and to this union have been born four chil
dren, Maggie, Agnes, Petrea and Rose, all of whom are living at home w~th 
their parents, and all of whom attend school. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hansen are members of the Danish Lutheran church at 
Audubon, and are actively interested in the affairs of this denomination. 
Mr. Hansen is identified with the Republican party, but on account of his 
extensive agricultural interests in the county, he has taken no considerable 
part in the political life of his township and county, but has left the manage
ment of political situations to others. As a citizen of this great state, he 
has made the most of his opportunities,, and is entitled to exceptional credit 
for his part in the agricultural development of Audubon county.. Mr. Hansen 
is well known in the neighborhood where he lives and has a host of friends 
in the county. 

L. PETER NELSON. 

Among the thousands of foreign-born citizens of this country, who 
have found in many instances both fame and fortune and who, in practically 
every instance, have found here what they would have been unable to acquire 
in their native lands-a comfortable home and opportunities for their chil
dren-it is not unusual to find that elder sons have come first and that they 
have been followed with in a few years by their parents. Such an instance 
is to be found in the case of the Nelson family. L. Peter ~elson, now a 
retired farmer of Oakfield township, who, until a year or two ago, was one 
of the largest farmers in Audubon county, was the first member of his fam
ily to come to America. Finding this country all that he had hoped and 
expected it to be, he was followed in eight years by his parents, who also 
made this their home during their declining years. 

L. Peter Nelson, of Oakfield township, was born on August 14, 1844, 
in Denmark and is the son of Hans and Christina (Larsen) Nelson, both 
natives of Denmark. The ·former, a wagonmaker by trade, followed that 
occupation until he came to America in 1872, ~hen he became a farmer, 
first in Cass county, Iowa. After having purchased forty acres of land 
in Cass county, he subsequently added forty acres more and engaged in 
general fafi!!ing in Cass and Audubon counties for five years. Before 

(46) 
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722 AUDUBON COUNTY, IOWA. 

:coming to America, he had served his time in the Danish army. Hans 
and Christena Nelson had six children: Catherine, Mary, Juliane, L . Peter, _ 
Nels C. and Charles F. Although L. Peter Nelson came to America in 
1864, it was six years before he permanently established himself in the 
Hawkeye state. Before coming to this country, he had received a good 
education in the common schools of his native land and had been a wagon
maker, working with his father. Afte.r coming to this country, he lo·cated 
temporarily in Michigan, where he worked in the pineries in the winter 
and at carpentry in the summer. After being in Michigan two years, he 
went on to Minnesota and lived in Minnesota and Wisconsin for three years, 
or until 1870, when he moved to' Cass county and purchased forty acres of 
land. There he farmed for six years and in 1878 he moved to Audubon 
county and purchased eighty acres of land, the farm upon which he is now 
living. Year by year his profits grew and his savings increased, and as his 
savings accumulated, he bought more and more land until, when he divided 
his land among his children, on November 26, 1914, he owned altogether 
eight hundred acres in Audubon and Cass counties. 

Thanksgiving day of 1914 was a joyous occasion for the Nelson fam
ily, for, on that day, the loving and generous father of the Nelson children 
divided his eight hundred acres of land among the children, giving each 
child eighty acres. Mr. Nelson was married on November 12, 1866, two 
years after coming to America, to Mary Petersen, the daughter of Peter 
Petersen. To them have been born ten children: Gilbert P., who married 
Anna Nelson; John C., who married Rosa Nelson; Julius A., who married 
Elizabeth Brown; Edward M., who married Mae Jonson; LudYig R., who 
married Elsie Madison; Alfred A., who married Bessie . Brown; Alma C., 
who married Harry T raum; Christina, who became the wife of Evans 
Marquesen; Rosa and Martha, who are unmarried. The mother of these 

· children died on January 14, 19o8. 
During his lifetime, Mr. Nelson has been a member of tl;e Danish 

Lutheran church and has been identified with the Republican party, although 
he has never been especially active in its councils. Few men show a more 
commendable spirit of generosity than L. Peter Nelson, who, by his gift 
to his children, has thoroughly proved his keen· and abiding interest in their 
welfare. Mr. Nelson. divided his property with the spirit of· the father 
who wants to see his children enjoy, while he still lives, the things which, 
to some extent, they assisted him in accumulating. Very few fathers in 
Oakfield township are more dearly loved today than the venerable L. Peter 
Nelson. 

-
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1218 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 

WILLIAM LINNEVOLD 

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable 
resolution commemorating the life and public service of the late Hon
orable William Linnevold of Decorah, Iowa, begs leave to submit the 
following: 

William Linnevold was born in Decorah, Iowa, on the 13th day of De
cember, 1876, son of George and Johanne Linnevold. He attended the 
rural schools of that area, Valder Business College, Normal School and 
Luther College. Senator Linnevold taught rural school!! for two years. 
He served as post office clerk in Decorah, Iowa, for a period of six years. 
He was manager and secretary of the Nordness Creamery Company for 
five years. He became pos~aster of the Decorah, Iowa, Post Offtoe 
and served in that capacity continuously from 1923 until 1936. Senator 
Linnevold was vice president of the Iowa Mutual Tornado Insurance 
Association, Des Moines, Iowa, and was secretary of the Norwegian 
Protective Association from 1918 until the date of his death. He was ~an 
active director of the Security Trust .and Savings Bank, Decorah, lo.wa, 
and served_as a member of the Board of l(ome Missions, Iowa Dis~i~t 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. d::.. 

Senator Linnevold was ' elected as a member of the Iowa Senate rr;)m 
the Forty-second Senatorial District and served in the Iowa Senate for 
a period of eight years, .from .1947 to 1964, inclusive. i · •.. . .. 

Senator Linnevold was married to Edith Hamrey, who predeceased 
him in death. He was the father of four children: Ruth, Elizabeth1 
Willard and Paul. He- lived on a farm in Winneshieli County, Io\ia, · 
which had been in the Linnevold family since 1863. Senator Linnev~ ',. 
died at Decorah, Iowa, on the 16th day of June, 1966. '·~. ~ (J 

Senator Linnevold was always vitally interested in farming acti.;i'ti~i{ 
and the problems of rural Iowa. In- addition to these interests, he -w.!-i"'

1
• 

regarded as arr outstanding insur&,P.;c;e -agent and executive and enj_~, 
considerable success in this field due.w . his knowledge of the subj~j;,~· • 
his years of experience. • ~ ~ • 

Senator Linn~iold was always actfve. in community and church~~
He was an active and highly · respected lay member of the Lutl}~ ' 
Church. Senator Linnevold's years :in the Iowa Senate ·are reco~~'li 
a period in which he contributed a:·~t deal in his conscientiou:S'~uif 
perceiving manner to the best interests of his District and the Stat, 14 
fowa. · · 1' -~;,, • • • •.• '- t-;r. • -~ • •rt:·· 

..• 0 "\~1 .\...' ) 04f - J i-.1 • ' ;•,• _t)O-.!,.. ' I 

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread~ 
the Journal of the Senate, and that the Secretary of the Senate .ha -«-
rected to forward an enrolled copy to the members of the family of.1~ 
deceased. '• • : ,;..., 

FRANK D. ELWOOD, ti 
ROBERT L. RIGI.:m, 
GEORGE L. SCOTT, .,if · 

Commit~,. 
'fhe resolution was unanimously adopted. 

JULIUS A. NELSON . ·--:.../ 

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable 
resolution commemorating the life, character and public service of lhe 
late Julius A. Nelson, begs leave to submit the following: -" 
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.Julius A. Nelson was born of Dimish parents in Cass County, Iowa, 
on January 14, 1872, and died at· the Atlantic Memorial Hospital in 
Atlantic, Iowa, on July 24, 1955, ·at the age of 83 years. 

Residing in Cass and adjoining Audubon County, Mr. Nelson received 
his early education in the rural scpOj)l.s and was a graduate of a local 
business college ~d also had sever~J ~er.ms of normal training. 

On January . 1, -~902, he was unjted in marriage to Miss Elizabeth 
Brown, also a resident of Cass County, and to this union three children 
were born. · '- '- · ..... · · · · 

• • - , . ·~t"· • • • 

, .. During his 'lil~time of residing-.fil'' CaS:·(5ounty, he· was 't'he Viee Presi
dent of the Farmers Savings Barit

1
• of· Atlantic, Iowa, P-resident of the 

local Atlantic Building and Supply-Company, served on the Cass County 
Board of Trus~ and was Treasurer of the Atla~tic School Board. Mr. 
Nelson was elected Senator from l.he ~ighteenth district in 1.918. 

Survivors are Mrs. Nelson, onb da'ughter, Mrs. Robert Martin of Red 
·~,· Iowa, two ':sons, James D. Nel8on· and Gail B. Nelson of Atlantic, 

··~ ~A:: . .- . a. 
.. , .. ~ 'i'! ;:!, '; : ~ ~.. .• \ 

Be It Resolved btl the Se1!4te of. .t~ FiltJ/·H'llen~h. General Assembly: 
That in the passing of the Honorable Julius A. Nelson, the state has 
lost a valuable; loyal and honorable. citizen and .one who has contr ibuted 
unselfishly. tQ )liS country, state aird>n.ation. · ,... . ·, .Ji • / 

·~"'""' ~~., ..... • ~ , . too ~ ....... ,_'.t"'f-"' •.• 

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the Senate, and that the Secretary of the Senate De in
structed to fo~ard enrolled copies to the members of his family. 

~' JOHN D. SHOEMAN, 
RAYMOND R. GILLESPIE, 

!·~·- FRANCIS A. TURNER, 
Committee. 

The r esolution was unanimously adopted. 

GEORGE -B. PERKINS 
......... 

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable 
resolution commemorating the life and public service of the late Hon
orable George B. Perkins, submits the following report: . .. . 

George B. Perkins, son of George 'and Emeline M. (La~ bee) Perkins, 
was born August 11, 1874, in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. His formal 
education was received in the public schools and the Germ'an-English 
Academy . . While .still a young man lie went to Sac City, Iowa, where he 
took a position as bookkeeper in•th~ _Sac County State Bank in July, 1896. 

In 1900 he was e1ected to tlie office of clerk of the district court and 
was re-elected in 1902. He served in this office until 1905. At this time he 
became the president of the First National Bank of Sac City and served 
in this capacity for many years. 

·r. Perkins was a Republican in politics and was mayor of Sac City 
~906. He was an alternate d.elegate to the Republican National Con

vention in 1908 in Chicago. Like his uncle, William Larrabee, former 
Governor of Iowa, he was interested in state politics and was an Iowa 
legislator in both the House and ·the Senate. He served in the Thirty
eighth and Thirty-ninth General Assembly as a Representative and in 

J 

'~ • .· ~ i 
. 

!' 1 ~ ,, 
.. . ' ,· .. . .. 

.. i; 
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Dedicated 

CASS COlJNTY 
IOWA 

Published in 1980 

by 

Cass County -1980 HISTORY,\INC. 

To the pioneers who first se ttled on the unclaimed land

To those who successfully toiled and cultivated the soil-

From These 
beginnings 
We Grew 

,. 

To those who collectively built their communities into towns: their services in to businesses and industries 

To the progression of families who call it home -

As a written and pictorial record of this evolution for those who follow. 

By Those Who Care. 
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He went with the fellows on their calls. also 
helped with some of the services. 

He enjoyed music. He played the guitar and 
sang. also p layed the violin. His one hobby was to 
fi nd di fferen t hymn books. 

The last four years he lived in the Health Cen
ter of the Heritage House. He died at the home 
February 25. 1975. 

BREWER-NELSON 
Lucille Brewer was born February 28. 1929 in 

the Atlantic Hospital. daughter of Harry 0. and 
Pearl H astings Brewer. She grew up on her par
ents' farm in Benton Township. attended Benton 
No. 3 school and g radua ted from the Atlan tic 
High School in 1948. She taught the Benton No.3 
school for two years. 

John and Lucille Nelson Family 

She was a member of the Benton Sunshine 4-H 
Club several years. One year she and Nadine O l
sen won a trip to demonstrate textile paintmg at 
the Dairy Congress in Waterloo. 

John W. elson was born southeast of Brayton 
March 30. 1929 on the Nelson farm. son of W.A. 
and Mabel Salveson Nelson. He grew up on this 
farm and graduated from the Exira 1-ligh School 
in 1947. 

He a nd Lucille were mar ried June 18. 1950and 
have lived on the Nelson farm. which they now 
own. 

There are four ch1ldren: Duane J. married 
Janet T1bben : Lavonne S. married Neil Schroe
ter: Kevm J . and C'arol E. attending Exira High 
School. They have three grandchildren: Sarah 
and Eric Nelson and Leslie Schroeter. 

BROWN-NELSON 
Julius A. Nelson was born on a farm seven 

miles north of At lantic. where his parents. Peter 
and Karen Neilsen (Nelson) firs t sellled when 
coming to Cass County. He was born January 14. 
1872. It was difftcuh to find time for schooling: 
however. through the w1nter months when farm 
work let up a bit. he attended the rural schools 
where he finished the eighth grade. 

By the time he was ready for high school. a 
high school and junior ~:ollege had been estab
lished at Elk Horn. so by work ing summers and 
saving his money. he was ahle to auend this col
lege. When he had finished there a Business Col
lege had opened 1n Atlantic and by workmg. and 
sharing a room with three other boys. and doing 
their own cooking. he was able to attend this 
school. H1s th1rst for knowledge never ceased. 

When twenty-one he was elected to his first of
fice as clerk of Oakfield Township. Audubon 
Coun ty. and served in this capacity un til moving 
to Benton Township. six yea rs la ter. He served as 
Benton Township Trustee six years and after 
moving to Grove Township. became school board 
secretary and treasurer. 

Januar\ I. 1902. he married Elizabeth Brown. 
and the\ ·farmed about six hundred acres of land 
e1ght miles northeast of Atlant1c. the post off1ce 
being Lorah. He and his brother Ed. farmed this 
tract of land in partnership. 

Elizabeth was of English parentage. her par
ents. James and Sarah Ann Brown having come 
to Atlantic in 1870. Elizabeth was born June 5. 
1877. the fifth chi ld in a family of ten children. 

Eli1.abeth und Julius A . Nelson - 50th Wedding Anni
versary 

eight of whom lived to adulthood. She attended 
the Atlantic High School. She was an excellent 
seamstress and enjoyed playing the piano. often 
accompanist for many rural school functions. 

Two sons were born on the farm northeast of 
A tlantic - James Donald. born October 16. 
1903. and Gail Brown. born July 26. 1905. 

In 1905 the fami ly moved to their farm sou th
west of Atlantic. which adjoined what later be
came the Atlantic Golf and Country Club. They 
lived here forty-nine years. Their daughter. Mar
gery Elizabeth. was born on th is farm August 6. 
1915. 

In 1919 Julius was elected state senator and 
served until 1928. He also served as vice-president 
and director of the Farmer's Savings Bank of A t
l anti~o: and was at one time a director of the Fed
eral Land Bank of this dis trict. He was also at one 
time President of the Cass County Mutual Insu r
ance Association and the Atlantic Building and 
Supply Company. being a director of these organ
izations at the time of his death. 

He raised livestock in conjunction with his 
farming operations and had been a Breeder of 
Belgian and Percheion horses and Shorthorn cat
tle. He was quite a horsem an. and was s till riding 
horseback the day he died . 

He died suddenly July 25. 1955 of a heart at
tack. After his death h is wife. Elizabeth. left the 
farm. spending most of he r last years in Atlantic. 
She died January 4. 1962. 

Their family: - James Donald Nelson ( 1903-) 
(Married Rose Cron: Gail Brown Nelson (1905) 
(Married Yerlee Beatrice Prettie; (Verlee Beatrice 
died May 20. 1947) (Married Irma Christensen 
Williams 1966): Margery Elizabeth ( 191 5) (Mar
ried Robert Evans Martin). 

LARS NELSON (NIELSEN) 
Lars Peter Neilsen (known as Peter} and his 

wife. Karen Neilsen. came to Cass County in 
1870. with their sons. Gilbert and John. (later the 
family name was changed to Nelson). 

Peter had come to America from Denmark in 
1865. celebraung his twenty-first birthday while 
crossing the ocean. He was born August 14. 1844. 
in Kirkfl inderup. Sogn. o n the Island of Sje lland 
(Zealand) in the North Sea. He was the son of 
Hans and Christina Neilsen. and had worked 
with his father as a wagonmaker in Denmark. He 
had also served his time in the Danish army be
fore coming to America. 

He firs t worked in Chicago. helpmg build the 
Union Stock yards there. He was tn Chicago at 
the time of Lincoln's assassination and saw the 
body as it lay in state there on its way from 
Washington. D.C. to Springfield. Il linois. for bur
ia l. Later he worked in the Pineries of Michigan 
and spent some time in Wisconsin and in Minne-

Lars Peter Neilsen (Nelson} 

sota. In Minnesota he worked in the Milwaukee
St. Paul railroad shops, building Pullman cars. 

In Minnesota he met and married Karen Marie 
Petersen, daughter of Peter and Anna Hansen 
Petersen. Karen Marie was born January 4, 1845. 
and came from the Island of Sjelland, having 
lived no t more than five miles from her husband. 
though they never met until coming to America. 
Karen Marie was eighteen when she came with 
her family. T hey had booked passage on a 
steamer leaving from Liverpool but when they got 
to England they learned the ship had been quar
antined for Bubonic plague. They took a sailing 
ship which required six weeks and four days to 
cross the Atlantic. They settled in Minnesota. 

When the Peter Neilsens came to Cass County. 
they rode from Des Moines to Grove Ci ty on the 
first passenger train to go from Des Moines to 
Council Bluffs. 

With their two children and their baggage they 
walked to Lhe home of Peter's sis ter and brother
in-law, Julia and Martin Nelson. near Marne. 
They bought forty acres of land about seven miles 
north of Atlantic but lived with the sister and 
family that first winter until their house was built. 
They farmed there six years and then moved to 
Audubon County where they bought 80 acres of 
land. 

T hey had much breaking up of the p ra irie to do 
in order to farm and times were hard. They took 
eggs to town receiving only five cents per dozen 
and fifteen cents per pound for butter. Calico 
sold for fifty cents a yard. which was a high price 
in those times. 

Besides Peter's sister. Julie. another sister and 
two brothers later settled in the same general area 
- namely. K aren (Mrs. Nels Anderson}. Nels 
and Carl Neilsen. In later years the parents a lso 
came to America to join them and lived on a 
forty near their children. 

The Peter Neilsen family grew to include 
twelve children. 

Gilbert P. (1868-1937) (Marned Anna Nelson) 
John C. ( 1870-1944) (Married Rose Nelson) 
Julius A. (1872- 1955) (Married Elizabeth 

Brown) 
Edward M . ( 1873-1927) (Married Mae Jensen) 
Ludwig R. ( 1875- 1942) (Married Elsie Madsen) 
Alma Marguerette ( 1877- 1953) (Married Harry 

T raum) 
Anton Alfred (1879-1927} (Married Bessie 

Brown) 
George Theodore ( 1881-1887) 
Christine Mathilda (1884-1957) (Married Ev

ans Marquesen) 
Rose Elizabeth ( 1886-1886) 
Rose Elizabeth (1887- 1970} (Married C lyde 

Kei th) 
Martha Theodora ( 1889-1968) (Married 

Charles Nelson) 
Peter Neilsen and Nels Hoegh (father of Mrs. 

Lester Nelson) were instrumental in organizing 
the Oak Hill Danish Lutheran Church. Peter was 
also one of the organizers o f the Danish Lutheran 
Church in Elk Horn. He and his brother. Nels. 
did most of the carpenter work on both of the 
churches and turned out the altar rails by hand. 

Mrs. Peter Neilsen died on January 14. 1908. 
Year by year Pe ter's profits grew. un til he even

tually owned eigh t hundred acres of land in Au-

.us 
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dubon and Cass Counties. On Thanksgiving Day 
of 1914, he divided his eight-hundred acres 
among his ten children, each receiving eighty 
acres. 

During his last years he did considerable trav
eling throughout the United Statts as well as 
r- · 1g a trip to Panama and to Denmark. 
1 died February 8, 1922. He, his wife, his par
en •• , and other family members are buried in the 
Oak Hill Cemetery, north of Atlantic. 

LAURENCE C. NELSON 
Laurence Christy Nelson was born April 18, 

1908 near Brayton, the son of Johanna and Chris 
Nelson, farmers. He had a brother, Simmon, and 
a sister, Anna. 

Laurence and Irene Nelson 

His parents lived northeast of Atlantic for se
veral years before moving to the farm in Pymosa 
Township near the Buck Creek vicinity. He began 
working for farmers for his board and room ftt 
the age of 14. In later years he picked com by 
h•"ri for 3¢ to 5¢ a bushel. and helping with mak-

e for farmers that filled their ice houses and 
~ .• ng with wheat straw. This would keep the 
ice until warm weather for use in the ice boxes, to 
keep food cool. This was done in 20° below 
weather. It was cut from the pond at the late John 
Hansen farm. Laurence worked for $1 a day in 
the busy season. He had a Model A car. 

Nelson Family 

Irene Alice Moller was born near Walnut. at 
the home of her parents, July 31, 1908. She 'grew 
up near Lewis and near Atlantic. Irene helped 
with her father's dairy and helped her mother 
with many chores. She belonged to the first 4-H 
club in 1923 and showed hogs at the Iowa State 
Fair. 

Irene and Laurence were married at the Pres
byterian Manse, February 24, 1930. They joined 
the church in 1929. They rented 80 acres two 
miles west of Atlantic. Sweet corn and pumpkins 
were raised for the factory. It took many hours of 
· . ;ting to unload, as many farmers grew sweet 

then. Vera Marie was born at the home June 
_ , 1931. In 1932 the family moved to•the James 
Harris farm in Pymosa Township. renting and 
later buying the farm. Robert Lyle was born here. 
Dale Leroy was born August 17. 1936 at their 
home. 
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Laurence, Robert and Dale did a lot of hunting 
and trapping in the winter. The family was active 
in 4-H and the Farm Bureau. 

There wasn't any electricity, until 1948, four 
miles north on Buck Creek road. The farmers dug 
the holes for the poles so they could get electricity 
from Atlantic. What an improvement! It put an 
end to pumping water and carrying it into the 
house. The family attended Atlantic High by 
driving. There were no school buses then, as the 
dirt roads were very bad. Mud rolled up under 
the fenders of the car which had to be dug out. 
The Buck Creek road was graveled around 1954. 

In 1950, Laurence bought the rural school 
house of Pymosa #4, to be made into a home. 
With the help of a carpenter and their son Robert 
it was completed in 1953. 

Robert was drafted into the Army April 6, 1953 
and served in Germany. Dale enlisted into the Air 
Force in 1956, serving three of four years in Scot
land in Security Service. 

Vera Marie married James B. McDermott 
March 6, 1949. James was born August 20, 1926. 
Elaine A. was born July 18, 1952 and married 
Steven Teague February 17, 1974. Steven was 
born August 20, 1955. Shana Christine Teague 
was born January 7, 1978. Jerry D . McDermott 
was born March 28, 1956 and married Jeri Sue 
Wolfe May 13, 1978. 

Robert Lyle married Francis Eileen Karsten
sen. Frances was born December 28, 1930. 

Dale Leroy married Peggy Nelson September 
22, 1956. Peggy was born August 7, 1936. Cindy 
Sue was born December II, 1957, Randy Dale 
was born March 8, 1961, and Cheryl Beth was 
born December 13, 1963. 

Laurence C. Nelson passed away October 29, 
1978. 

LESTER AND ANNIE NELSON 
After farming in Audubon County for thirteen 

years Lester E. Nelson had the opportunity to 
buy a farm Pymosa Township, from Emery Peter
sen. in 1946. Having lived through the depression 
which began in 1929, buying anything involving 
extended credit was challenging and viewed so
berly. Encouragement from ·a local banker settled 
the deal. 

Having two children of 4-H age. Janet Mary 
and Gary A., involved Lester and Ann in 4-H as 
leaders in Pymosa Township in the 1950s. They 
took an active part in the building of the present 
4-H and FF A fairgrounds and buildings; were 
active in extension work in the county, and Cass 
County Farm Bureau, with Lester serving as 
County Farm Bureau Chairman, and chairman of 
the county 4-H committee at various times. Mrs. 
Nelson was appointed to the Extension Advisory 
Board at Ames in 1954 and served for three years. 
Mr. Nelson served on the county board of educa
tion for nine years through the difficult times of 
school reorganization and the changeover from 
one-ro9.m country schools into the present sys
tem. 

Janet taught at the Pymosa Elementary School 
prior to her marriage to Howard C. Paulsen. They 
have two children: Thomas C., and Sally M. Gary 
A .. their son, farms in Oakfield Township, Audu
bon County, and Pymosa Township and is mar
ried to Mary Jo Keith. They have two children: 
Jody Lynn and Jeffery Alan. One daughter, Jill 
Lynette. died at the age of five months. 

The family is active in the First Baptist Church 
in Atlantic and Mrs. Nelson was chosen "Valiant 
Woman" representative from this church for the 
1979 May Fellowship Day of the Church Women 
United. 

MARTIN NELSON 
Martin and Juliene Nelson (Nielsen) were born 

on Sjilland Island. Denmark. Juliene was born 
April 25. 1839 and Martin September 18. 1840. 
(In the 1900s their name was anglicized and was 
changed from Nielsen to Nelson.) They were 
married May 22. either in 1860 or 186 1. Juliene 
insisted America was 1he place to go so they left 

by ship and arrived in New York in September. 
1862. 

Martin worked in the "pineries" of Michigan. 
At one time they shared their home with a young 
Indian and his bride who had no place to live. 
They would exchange food - the Indian women 
would bring venison, ducks or fish and share with 
her. When she baked bread or pancakes they re
ceived some in exchange. 

They saved up money and bought eighty acres 
of land in southern Illinois near Moline, which 
Martin later sold, taking a profit of $200.00. They 
went back to the timber to get a little more saved. 
They bought a covered wagon to come to Iowa. 
The box had to be wired to the running gear so it 
would not float away when they forded streams. 
It took eleven days to get to Exira where there 
was a log post office. The family went on to 
Marne where Martin worked on the building of 
the Rock Island Railroad. 

Martin first bought forty acres and then an
other eighty acres on the family homestead in 
Cass and Audubon counties in 1872. They pur
chased the "home place" from a soldier who had 
received it as a land grant for his services in the 
Civil War and who had never seen the land. Here 
they cleared and prepared eight acres of land 
north of the present house and that became their 
first cultivated land. 

Martin and Juliene had nine children: Anna, 
John, Minnie, Mary, William, Christy. Hannah, 
Edward and Walter. The home they built in 1891 
still stands and is now still in use by the fifth and 
sixth generations of the family - the Gary Nel
sons- he is a grandson of Ed and Mary Nelson. 

Martin and Juliene died in 1925, he July II and 
she July 26, having lived fifty-four years on the 
farm of their choice, leaving forty-four grandchil
dren, and thirty great-grandchildren and their 
nine sons and daughters surviving them. They are 
buried at the Oakhill Cemetery. 

EDWARD NELSON 
Edward Nelson, the son of Martin and Juliene 

Nelson, married Mary Bendixen January 10, 
1906. Born to them were three children: Lester E .. 
the oldest who married Annie Pipgrass on March 
15, 1933. They have a son Gary A. and daughter 
Janet. 

The next child born was a daughter C. Ethel 
who married Leo R. Westphalen. They have four 
children. Dallas, Delores, Lorraine and Marcine. 

The last child born to the Ed Nelsons was a 
daughter Muriel who married R. Clarence Miller 
June 20, 1934. They have two children, Myrna 
who married Elden Esbeck and they have three 
children, Cindy, Kurt and Barney. Their son Sid
ney married Pam Glover and he has five children, 
Vince, Scott, Clinton, Jennifer. and Brendon. 

NELSON FAMILY 
Nels B. Nelson and wife Karen Marie Ander

son came to the United States in 1904 with their 
five children from Brenerslev, Denmark. Nels was 
a mason by trade but after coming to Cass 
County he became a farmer. He and his wife were 
baptized in the Lutheran church in Denmark. 
They first settled at Marne but a short time later 
came to the Atlantic vicinity, living on the same 
farm for 18 years until his death , N.B., as he was 
called, died of a heart attack in 1936 when his car 
stalled in a blizzard and he tried to walk to a 
neighbor's home. Karen died November 15. 
1913., leaving behind their six children, Ted, Ha· 
rold. Lars. Rica, Elna and Thorvald who was the 
only child to be born in the United States. 

Rica the oldest daughter died of a heart attack 
in 1947. Thorvald died in a car accident outside 
of Exira, in 1951. 

Their younges t daughter Elna married Orlie 
Crisman a fa rmer. They are retired and live in 
Exira. Marvin, who was their only child. married 
Donna Devall. They live in Cleveland. Ohio. 
Their daughter. Diana. lives in Cleveland with her 
husband, Gary Smith. 

The o ldest son; Lars. married Eunice Cooley of 
Atlantic, March 31. 1920. Lars died November 
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Birth: 

Death: 

Jan. 14, 1872 
Atlantic 
cass County 
Iowa, USA 
Jul. 25, 1955 
Atlantic 
Cass County 
Iowa, USA 

Julius Nelson was born on a farm north of 
Atlantic, Iowa, the 3rd of twelve children. He 
attended high school and business college in 
Atlantic. He was active in local and state 
politics from the age of 21, and was elected to 
the Iowa State Senate in 1919, serving until 
1928. 

He married Elizabeth Brown on January 1, 
1902. They had two sons, James Donald and 
Gail Brown and a daughter, Margery Elizabeth. 
Julius farmed, raised livestock and was a 
breeder of Belgian and Percheron horses. He 
was a great horseman, and had gone riding 
the day of his death, prior to suffering a fatal 
heart attack. 

Family links: 
Parents: 
Lars Peter Nielsen (1844 - 1922) 
Karen Marie Petersen Nrelsen {1845 - 1908) 

Children: 
Margery Elizabeth Nelson Martin (1915 - 2005)* 

Spouse: 
Elizabeth Brown Nelson (1877 - 1962) 

* Point here for exolanation 

Burial: 
Atlantic Cemetery 
Atlantic 
cass County 
Iowa, USA 
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