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WIL.LIA .M R·I·C. E ~ht'~ 
llnp u.oo; ot 

SUFFERS BURNS 1 f:E ffi-~ 
tng to Mecllutn 

- · · · ·-~---· .. · hirh .. ehoct& tot! 
86-year-Old Elvira M a D ' record hl«h at 

L . J ehotce h~te~ 2' Once State etta at or; etoaec~ acttve at 

H . H . . F. «ood n .oo .. 34.oo; urt ID · ome Ire. ttve at te.oo d:,, 
--- ·- ·-·· cowa ~eh~ B1 

'RUITING PROCLAMATION.--Mayor George Still signs 
cepting the Army's designation of Clinton ns part of the 
for the second engineer brigade. The special campa.is·n 
d extends through March 31. Flanking t.he mayor in his 
. Thomas Smith <left) and T-Sgt. Kenneth Trester, lo<.~al 
mt.s. 

Elvira-William Rice. nearly 86, j ~;:~u~w'c,~7·' 
former state . representative, sus- weighty ~t buJ 
t.ail1ed severe burns over his body nalen to 34.oO: ~ 
in a fire at his home ju..,t east of er• and meaty f• 
here about 6:45 a. m. t.oday. He is &ood to cltotce 
being t.reated in Jane Lamb hoa- abort turns u.o 
pit.al where his condition was de... S&lable aheep 

'b d ·t· 1 t . t d Y not. alnn. C¢m~ 

R d 
>! p scr1 e as en 1ca a noon . o a. · er lam:a. around 

ea Y to.. ress The burns were concentrated on ye~rllnp 50-'75 h 
· ../ his back and from his hiPfi down. week'a top wool• 

. h \Op 23.«10 wlth 1 
Rice was discovered roUing tn t e ror week 25 .00-ae 

"er Damage (_ 
~~ • / snow in an attempt to extingulah woolaklm 23.50-2 
A a I tn the fire ln his cJothlng, by a ,roup fed ellppeci laml 
· of volunteer fire fighters from El· anorn 2S.SO-le.OO 

vira, who had been notified that yearunr •~ther 
-~·----·- ·--·---·--·---·----~-- the Rice house wa..~ ablate. ehol~ ala.u&hte1 

~f f)~·=se~e\dan:ri~o~·;! YORK LODGES Evidence reportedly indicated · ~~~~ .~!r;d.; 
\1rt.>-"or George Still, 1 that Rice's garment~ were Janlted 14.'1!. · 
·ted all institutions · when he was attemptlna to start a 

~t'~e~~=re~ !~n~:~~;;· ! HOLD TRIpLE ;:~~~:nltal!v~:5 ~=t~~·~~ 
from Iowa. urgmg ; jumped through a window onto a 

Clinton's claim of ' porch setee. his burning garments 

a~o at~:s~~~?v·~f s~~~~~ i INSTALLATION ~~~~:~re t.~o r;:o~te~~rt.H:r th:~ 
sls!'ippi Rirer Pool l . clothing and to· smother the fl&mea 
sed the river water ; in the snow. 
lre northward. ! Officers of-YorkRite Mason~<: Organization of the volunteer fire 
meeting. conducted 1 bodies of Clinton were installed fighters was instigated by Lawrence 
rere ~ormer Mayor ! last night during ceremonies in the Peters of Elvira. who ln pauJng the 

Engmeer Bento; 1 York Rite Masonic temple. Rice home t~aw smoke iaaulng from 
AldermaQ John C.l A. D. Thomt~s was installing offi~ the st.ructure. The Low .Moor vol· 

derman Paul Ing- f cer for Holy Cross comma.ndery, 10. unteer fire department. aumntoned 
f Knights Templar, and Harold Luhn b.V Mrs. Chris Edens. a neilhbor of 

!h ln•ndat~d ! was marshal. Thomas alRo acted a.s Rice, prevented the houae from 
other former .of- : installing officer for Delta council, probable extensive damace or de

>fflcf" at the ttme ; 23. Roval and Select Masters. Law- struction. it wa_, reported. Prancis. 
~n to obtain the : renee ·can;tensen was mar~hal. Enwright and 11011, Bob, of Elvtraf 

Accordmg to rt>- I Luhn nlso v .. ·a:'> instnlling officer for rushed Rice, who was eon~elou.s, to 
t one mile _of the 1 Keystone chapter, 32. Royal Ar~h tht> hospital 
~nn~ the_ nver :l t : Masons. anti Ma.yor George Still The injured man. thought to have 
~s been mundaf:e<! : was marshal. no relaUve5 reaidmg ·in thls ~ector. 
rom the LeClatre : Tht' new officers al'fl.: has lived alone since the death of 
f !hat the .. am ; Holy Cross commanderv: James his wife a number of yean! aao. 
Vt. .m•an sea level P. Carrut.her~ , eminent commander; 
;ewage outlet sy~~ George Still, generalissimo; Christ. 
ow~ ~a level. rend~ J. Thompson. capt.ain general; Ross 
~c~pabJe of drain- Rhoades, senior warden; Irwin Gtss. 
en s. t k th junior warden: Lawrence Canten-

: was a en ree ~ 1 t . Albert nnthb t d ·s ad mini t ti .. en. pre a e, .. ,[-. un, reas. 
•· g ·fll OU, ,.,. .. ,. · 1"\trWQ Jn J:tnrttn J:l"l'l"Ata r\1' Jr.?'.,. 
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CLINTON COUNTY, IOWA. 8os 

\\ ' ILLL\l\1 S . RICE. 

Among the farmers of Center township. the "garden spot of Clinton 

county," none i:; more efFicient nor bears a more respected name than :\lr. Rice. 

The son of one of the aulest farmers and most \YOrthy residents of the tOIYn

ship, he has himseli in all respects prO\·ecl himself a credit to the stock from 

which he sprung. 

\Villiam S. Rice 11·as born on March 3· 1865, in Clinton county, the son 

of John F. anrl Eliza (Hice} Rice. both nati,·cs of Pennsyh·aniZl. John F. 

Rice \\'aS horn on September Ij, 11825, his \\'ife on June 7. 1828. TheY \\'ere 

married on February I,). r8sr. and emigrated to Clinton county on l\Iarch ..f. 

186-t. For ftJLtr years Mr. 1\ice rented lane!. then purchased a farm of eighty 

acres one-half mile ea5t of Eh·ira. on '' hich he has lived continuously since 
186;. \\'hen purchased. the farm \\·as pnorly improl'ecl, but he has by careful 

management and indu~try impro1·ed it and brought his soil up to a higher fer

tility. There is a large m:tple gron near his residence \\ hich he planted from 

seed. and 11hich has reached a height nf sixty to ninety feet. ::mel this \Yith the 

n.rious kinds t)f fruit anrl shrubbery surrounding the h~me gi\·e to it the ap

pearance of a long eota1Jli5hecl home~tearl. 11 hich it is. John F. R ice is enjoying 
goocl health at the age o f eighty-five. his ,,·ife at eighty -t1\·o. a much respected 

couple . One of his brothers. Conrad, is li\·ing at Eh ira, aged ninety-three , 

another, \\'illiam F. li1·es at Clinton. \\hi le his sister. i\Irs. :\Iary Fulton. the 

remaining member of the family. is li1·ing in the state of Dehm·are. ~Irs. 

Rice's parent~ 11·ere nati1·es of Pennsy]qnia, and had a ,family of eight chil

dren. oi 1\'h(Jm h\'C are li1 ing. Three of her 1Jrothers sen erl in the CiYil \\·ar, 

one of '' hrlm dierl from a long confinement in :\mlersom·ille prison. Both 

i\Ir. clnd :\frs. f\icc :tre lllemhers of the Lutheran church at Eh·ira. ancl are 

re'ckonecl amrlllg it:i qrrmgcst snpportcrs. They \\'ere the parents of fi1·e 

children, all llf 11 hom cliecl young of diphtheria. e:.::cept \\'illiam S. 

\\'illiam S. I\ice. 11·ith the exception uf t\\'O years spent 1n \\·estern 

N ehraska. ha~ mar\e his !l!Jme \\·ith hi~ parents. being unmarried. and has 

ch<J.rge of the farm. 1 Te i~ ab! the 01n1er uf a complete threshing outfit. \\·hich 

he finds a profitable ime-stmcnt. .\ctive in all puhlic enterprises. he is one of 

the \\'eli kno\\'11 and respected young men of his county. and has sened as 

school directur and secretary of the school hoard for :-:ome years. In r89o 
and IC)OO he terok the census of his to\\'nship for the g01 ernment. l\'Ir. Rice 

is 1vell read and \\ell informed on all subjects. His religious affiliations are 

\\·ith the Lutheran church. anrl he takes a prominent part in the actiYities of 

the church. a., r], r all the llll'llliJer~ eof the Ri c..: family. 
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THE PEOPLE OF lOW A 419 

eastern states to Boston and return; to Cincin
nati and Baltimore and return; through Kansas 
-~klahoma-Texas and ret~n; to Portland, 
Mame and return-all proclaiming the progress 
and opportunities of Waterloo. He organi:;o;ed 
and was the first secretary of the Dairy Cattle 
Congress-which he named-and is still a direc
tor in that outstanding and successful organiza
tion. He is a charter member of the Waterloo 
Boat Club and River Improvement association, 
vice president ·of Waterloo chapter of the Izaak 
Walton League of America, and active member 
of the B. P. 0. Elks, member of the Chamber of 
Commerce and just recently retired from six 
years service as a director of the Waterloo Base
ball association. Countless civic and political 
movements have enjoyed his support, the benefit 
of his experience. 

Naturally }jis active life has brought him in 
contact with many men of wealth and promi
nence in business al')d public life, ripe acquaint
ances'; mutual frielfdships, <¥f the utmost pleas
u!e and\value. ~nd because of his f6l.J,r years 
du·ect,c~tact wtth Western Canada and. his 
trave) in Europe his acquaintances and knowl-

1 edge· of affairs is of an international character. 
His active life and wide and varied experi

ences eminently fit him for his profession with 
the result that he is perhaps the best known ad
vertising man in Iowa. Always affable and 
agreeable, his counsel is constantly sought in the 
organization and promulgation of new ideas and 
new methods, both of business and altruistic 
m9,vem\mts looking to the betterment of mankind. 

Such is the life story of Harry E. Kiester, 
resident of Waterloo, citizen of the world. 

HON, WILLIAM S. RICE, who in 1929 totJk his 
seat in the Iowa Legislature as a representative 
from Clinton County, takes to his legislative 
dnties a long record of local service in his home 
community and also the attitude of a practical 
farmer and business man. 

Mr .. Ric!! has lived all his life 'in Clinton 
County. He· was born there March 3, 1865, son 
of John F. and Eliza (Hice) Rice. His parents 
were natives of Indiana County, Pennsylvania, 
anp in 1864 came out to Iowa. After four years 
on' a rented farm they bought the eighty acres 
"half a mile east of Elvira which for the past 
fifty years has been knowrt as the Rice Home
stead. John F. Rice died March 16, 1915, and 
his wife, November 13, 1918. They were sturdy 
pioneer citizens and people who enjoyed the re
spect of all in Clinton County. They were the 
parents of six children: William S., Phoebe Cor
dilla, George C., Mary A., Harry S. and Albert 
E. All of these children except William died 
during a terrible scourge of diphtheria that went 
through the locality. 

William S. Rice attended public schools at 
Elvira, and from early boyhood was helping his 
father on the farm. During 1886-87 he was in 
Nebraska, and then again returned to look after 
the homestead of eighty acres. For many years 
he has conducted that farm, which he now owns, 

and he also has 138 acres of farming land located 
four miles south. 

The schools and other public interests of the 
community have always had a claim upon his 
attention and generous support. For nine years 
he was secretary of the school board of Center 
Township and for four years a member of the 
Township School Board. He served three years on 
the board of supervisors, for two years was 
towns)'lip assessor, township clerk two years, and 
in 1928 was elected on the Republican ticket as 
one of Clinton County's representatives in the 
Legislature. Mr. and Mrs. Rice are members 
of the English Lutheran Church at Clinton, Iowa. 

He married, June 8, 1922, Mrs. Dorothea L . 
Levsen, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Chris Levsen. 
Her parents were well to do farmers of Clinton 
County and both were born in Germany and came 
to America in their youth. 

CHARLES EMMETT HUGHES was born at Ruth
ven in Palo Alto County, Iowa, on April 29, 
1890. He has lived in Iowa all his life and rep

! resents a family which has been identified with 
Iowa since 1870. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Timothy J.,: Hughes, were pioneer residents of 

· Palo Alto County and were material factors in 
its growth and development. His mother was 
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Gesland, 
who moved to Emmetsburg from Manitowoc, 
Wisconsin, in 1870, which was before the railroad 
was extended farther west than Algona and when 
the town of Emmetsburg was situated on the 
Des Moines River west of the present location. 
One of the first schools and one of the first Sun
day Schools was held in their home. Timothy J. 
Hughes was one of the outstanding men of his 
section of the state and was one of those who 
can truly be credited with constructive efforts in 
the upbuilding of his community. His father 
was Martin Hughes, who immigrated from Ar
magh in Northern Ireland to New Orleans and 
later removed to Galena, Illinois, where he died. 
Timothy J. Hughes passed away at Ruthven in 
March, 1924, and his widow survives him and 
resides in the family home. 

Mr. Hughes is an alumnus of the Ruthven High 
School and of the State University of Iowa. He 

has been engaged in the general practice of law 
since 1914. While in college Mr. Hughes was 
a member of the Phi Delta Theta fraternity 
and upon his entrance in law school became a 
member of Phi Delta Phi. He has held office 
as county attorney of Benton County and city 
attorney of Belle Plaine and at the present time 
is serving as a member of the local board of 
education. He is a member of the Benton County, 
Iowa State and American Bar Associations. Dur
ing the late war he was in the United States 
army and is a charter member and a past com
mander of John Jennings Post Number 39 of 
the Iowa Department of the American Legion. 
He is a Mason, Knight Templar and Shriner and 
also a member of the Knights of Pythias and 
D. 0. K. K. 




