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Standard Form For Members of the Le9 1sla ture 

Name of Represe ntative WITT , ..dtul~1 ~nl _ ,Senator _ _ __ _ 

t!y~J.I.I , · ta .LlJt.,_, q,, J -f.·--

1. Birthday and place4".4 July 1884 , Grand Forks, N. D. 

2. Marriage (s ) date place 
Laura Carter Mansfield (Ia. 21 July 1884- 28 Feb . 1935) , 10 June 1908, Shell Rock, Ia 

3. Significant events for example : 

A. Business Lumber , coal and grain dealer; printer , general mdse, grocery 

B. Civic responsibilities. ~~4tt 
I i' f _&.., • ..AA , ,.11~ vt. 

.. 
/ 

•• Baptist 

5 . Sessions served 44th GA 1931-32 , But ler Co. 

6. Public Offices 

A. Local ~B.XsH School Board, County Board of Education 

B. State ____________________________________________________ __ 

C. National ________________________________________________ ___ 

7 . Death 28 Febuuary 1934 , auto-train collission ; at Hubghrd, Iowa ; bur . Riverside 
Cern . Shell Rock 

8. Children (1) Mansfield (c . 1912 - ) ; (2) Richard (ex. 1919 - ) 

9 . Names f a ent Frank L. Witt (7 Oct . 1860 - 19 March 1921) ; Vashti Griggs 
(St. Paul , Minn. 9.a6 P-1an . r 934) . fa ther was newspaperman, taught school , theater , owned 
Shell Rock News 1900-1910; Deput y collector of internal rev~nue 1905-1913 . ?• 
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' 
lO.Education ----------------------

11. Degrees _______________________________________________________________ _ 

12. Ot her applicable informatioJ'amily came from Grand Forks to Shell Rock 
in 1900 . Father was pr1nter . Fred worked for h1m for~. t1me, then was par tner in general 
merchandise that burned ;when fire destroyed most of downtown; grocery for time, then 
grocery; in 1912 became patner 1n reta1l lumber co, and bought partner out 1n 1920 and 
operated as Witt Lumber Co. 

Chait Republ1can County Central Comm. Past Worsh1pful Master of Mason1c Lodge , 
also Commandery, Shrine, Eastern Starx, Chancellor Commadder of local Knightws of Pythias . 

Wife k1I~I ~n~same--acc1adnt. SuEV1ved by two sons , brother, two aunts, uncle. 

-~·k·:1,./ 
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!>ou1ces Log for Legls l alion E1tL1 ies 

l\ p p 11 c <~ h l 1 Lt. ,, 

Source II on l\ p p l.L c a b 1 e 

Shell Rock News; Thur. Mar. 1 , 1934 
shell Rock New_s_;-··r11ur·: ·Har:-:- ·s;-r~i34 

Stork/ Clinga_!! 1 . . J~Bl2J~~Ers ______ _____________ _ 
House Jornal 1935 X 

l\ppl1cal>1e l nf orrnoUO JJ oi>Loi.ned 

X 

X 

X 

deahh 
funeral, ob:Ct 
sessions served 

WPA Cemetery_:J;:g_~o r_9..§ ____ _ ------------------~---1 at_l1~r. ,. ].!~~..z.J-!R-~.;-~·-·- · ·--· 
1910 Censaa Butler Co. x · Fred,Laura, mo-inlaw ; bro-inlaw 
1920 C3nsus _Butler_ Co_! ____________ _ x Fred , Lau~_J:1anstiel4__ 
1925 Census Butler Co. x fam with 2 sons 
Butler Co . 1!~3.! ~.-J .l_~l~-- --·····---·-· x biQ_QL_!at~_'!' ____ __ _ 

------- ... - ·- .. ..... ··-· ··- --·----------·_,:------ - --------- .. _ ...... _____ ··--·----- -· ----

I 
I 

t 
I 
j 

1 
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VOL'tDlE fi2-N tJ:\tnER 9 
_ ._ -~!!/======-·.;:-_-:.:=-:::_:_:·::_~------ .. _·-·-_-_-·_- _---.:-...:.: . 

6 IS DEAV .• fRED 
rt·· · :.'arly Tut•s. i WITT AND WifE 

:,~~::~·~;;~:,~, ~~::,~I ARE Kl L LED ·INS JANTLY 
n c it izen h·1d • 

(j o'cl;>('k·. -;~~;j' Ivieet Death 
<! J> HSl Sl'\'l.'l':t l ' • r • 
l O his bl·d only Rail ~rossJng 

at 

·d or Jwal't.fai '- i 11 HUbbard. 
' lu~ ll. Ho,·k witlr 

1 

· · 
was ahout I~ . . 

id(•d IH!I'i• tiiost 1 Enti·r~ Town Struck SJH_•echlt•s!-i 
· .\\'!IS 'j' .l \'<':tl'S , \ . 

· · • :t!-i TlH'v H ear Sad N(.•ws 

11,, r~rnt'ml"•:·l·<r l of T (.'rr iblc Acci<jl'nt. 
a . n'ltin of am-I 

·I educatinn :111d 1 
•ons o( l i ft>. Bodi<•s Brou;!hl . to ~h<'ll Hod< Early 
<'ld Today. Th is :'tlorning-- l•'unPr;\1 to lk 

·r his r emains llt•hl ~:.1tu rday at 2 ti. m. 
hursday) at ::1 
under l\la ~•un i i: 

·as proud Lc/ lw 

f "·•chin .~s of 

Fn·d B. \\'itt and his wif~·. Laur·a 
:'tlans lidd \ \'it: , in ('ominl!' lwnw from 

Dt•:o~ :'t lo incs, when• It~· had ht•t•J't in at,is t•n•ry-
tt·ndatH'<' upon ll)t' annual mc~·tiug llf 

·I <' of i\·lr·s. H 1·r - \t lw lnwa l{t•lai l Lum hl•rnwn':; ussoda
tld son or 01tt·ll lion, nwt tlwir death in _an acc!dt•nt 

at tlw t• <l:.~<· of tlw town of Jl uhhnrd, 
Ia., al ! ::!7 . o'dtK'k y t•st(•rda y aftt•r-i ru.•as and l'h i 1-

d was born it1 
Wht·n lu~ was· twon. • . 

,. his pare nt~ Fn•d Witt wa: , killt·d in:-<tantly and 
II is molhe t· \\':IS hiH wift• o11l y li~ed I~ ~·nou ).:' h for a. 
o ll~ l' o f I >r ..• J o~~~~ phyHician to rl'a-=h her s idt•. 

to prat•ttcl' Ill I ' d I · · I I'd 
·, 1\l t·s . :\nlll•ttc · rt• wa:-~ < r.vrnJ! L1c car, an_!! c t 
.1l1'd h l.' r !l·lth I not IH't' an onromiu~ <•lcrtric r:~ilroad 

in Dt;l'rml11•r, car on tlw J\orthw~·stt•rn railroad, at 
•tally an~ l fit ttw intl~nwction 'of ll ig-hway r\o. (;;,, a 
rsons at f>U. tl N tl ·1 1 t ,f his pan•nls' ear on !<' , or t\\'('st<·rn rar roac, a 
: :r sisl l'r, l\1 rs. pav<•d road . 
. WhtPrloo, now Tlu•i'r hmli t•!'l r<'arht•d S hl•ll l~ocl< 

·ll's, Ca l. fl<•t· som<· timt• last nig'ht, hoth lt•rrihly 
t•itlu~r she rw r 
·d"to attend lh< mnnJ,t lcd . 

• A~:~ Hnon a~· tlw tww~; wa~:~ s pread to 
is surviv ed b\' mt•mbl.'rH or the family, . w. w. Rich
Lil!ia~.J' Slcw:irt a r ds, Mans field. Witt, C. R. Thompson 
pril 1~, 1882, In and .Harvey Carter Rtartcd fon. Hub
•on...,Xrlo Weed, 

Rapids. Arlo ·ba,rd by way of Hampt-on; where Carl 

--

tmoned here on Mansfield, ·now 'located at Coulter, a 
- ·· • ,r· _,. ~,...; ._A;··::. jlto.f.~~.r~of:~irfiJ;Ii;;;.,wjtt,•:\.utf.'t !'·::~ un:'m:L.:~._.'Ill:1tof~~~'y.~ ... fl~l:i' 
. J ~nduc~ · th'eir''.way to 'Hubbard. -~ ·, , · .... : · 

11. .1ell Rock, p . 1 . h · .d. 
rdware business artlcu .ars of t e ace1. ent came ta 
e conducted for the mayor of Shell Roc1 · , A. D. Scou
c returned t () ~;ul , fro.m Coroner W r:: .. man of· Har
!itr:• ago. din c <;mnty in a t~ICtlhone m"ssagc rc-
lnf';ln · ('ullt•d.' · ccivcd at the Walter Rcnning res i-

le:: ding Mawn dc nee a l uhout G:lO o'clork lust C\'C
nitu'" 

~· 

t, ~ ... 
I • 

. ·~ '• 
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.1mmone<J here on ~nansne1a, ·no.w locntca at (.;oulter, . a . , 

(-~i~'"':1·;.:.....:..-j . ..;.:.,..·. J>~o-~.:;.o.t,~:M~ •. ;..WJtt,-".~et, .them ': ~'.'~-r"".w.f~ 
. r •. w-_eea conauc~ the1r ·. way to Hubbard. -· · . ... · " t· · 
e m Shell Rock, p . I . I . - , 
•ardwar~ business artJcu .ars of t 1c acc~dent came t<1 
h~ conducted for the mayor of Shell R-or' ·, A. D. Scou
He retumP.d t.'> ~o;al , fro.m Coroner Wr : .. inan of ·Har
ycitr:• ago. 

diu c~JUnty iu a t~lephonc m~"ssag-e re-

M 1· Cullt•d: ccived at the Walter Henning resi-
d('rll:<! at ' about ():10 o'c.:lock last eve·, !!:::ding- l\'lanm . 

·lv known in JI.Ja-. nmg. · 
.11:opl'il>lor of 1 h·r• . The may~11· immediately w ent to the 
'v· I ' I' I JVI Jim Carter ··esidence, where he uroke ' Pr \' 1 u•< ern- · 
1rt <.li:o.;<>a:q•: Jlis the sad IH.! \\'S to fiin1, who iu turn ap-
:terda v. li t· w;: s I prised •Jtlll'r nwml•r•rs . of tlH! family. 
111-c it; the dnii! J.!': . ~l'lw coroner stat1·d that the accident 

lodg-(•, in wbic·l ,. occurred at the nnssing- of llw rail-
••rrirw deg-n•:·s. road near Huuba nl ,. Mr. Will's b!g 
ld. · j l: •.•ick l·un,l~ing- full. for~c inlo an clec-
McCI'urc was an• tnc car . . I he t:rosslllg IS an <_)pen one, 
l W<'l'l' ·iII ·t· lllf , :tll•l f'or U ci.lll"Sidl:l'aiJJ(! distance either • . C J S .1 \ . . 

. ludgl•s. · \\':' :· a train c;c,u ld be 1.:asily seen. I1ow-
·- -- ,.,.t·1·, Shell !{ock dr·ivcn; sa~: that one 
.. :WAHl) dot:s not s1:c the · railroad unti-l close 

Q. 

EPH BENN 1-.:TT upon "it. Jus t. how the ~~!Jj.;.UJ.._....._------~~ 
Bcmwtt IJ:l lli!Cd curn•d will )l t:r be known. 

in I nd1·p<•ru~enc(!; I Words nadcquatc to describe 
Y a:t':.r.noon, F t·l:. llw co ation the mayor f<•lt upon 
. ot 1,1, yean>, .J t tl " tl . 
r II . . I . [ llg- I) lC ne\\'S OVP.l.. IC WlrC. 0 OWIIlg a H'.IC . . 

was the saddc:st. task of his life, a·s 
he thought of the sonnw of the two 
son·s ·and Mrs. Witt's· venerable moth

_er, Mrs. Cart:lc Mansfield, who for all 
{HH. Aftt:~· th :; yc:an; of her mature life has b!,!cn 

ne. 10wa Fall s , ratl\(!r a guardian ang-el. of Shell Rock 
rker!!bttrg, la., in pcopl<' when afflictc:d with sorrow or 

until March 31, want. · 
to Jndepcndence, I -. 
to Lucelia May But 1t was a task that had to be 

burg on Dec. 2G, pe1;formed quickly anti with what wit 
one :wn, Harold I he could co1let:L in the face of such a 

; :-;urvivcd by his sud tlc:n and sevc:rc blow. 
vo grantlchilclr<'n, F". t Wh't k J A Wh

1
'takc. r · 1rlcnc Mac Ben- ores 1 a er,· · · 

tnd four sister:;, and Donald Whituker, with two auto 
h, MrA. Philip ambulance cars, went to Hubbard last 
mcy.Cathcral, nil nid:t and' returned to Shell Rock with 
Mrs. Sylvia Tu•·- the bodies at about l :30 this morning • . Vagh, und on<> , 
cnnct.t. He waH The ill-fated nuick was· completely 
·Y· fol.4r brothe1·s burned. 

. . Another · car . was onfy about 300 

,. 

.v~_rc ll<'ld_ at hts · feet behind the Wilt car when 'the ae-
·e Monday after- 'd h · · 'd d · -- -·c.-----~ · -·-·--,'-:-~~~ \TVCy Travis of I Cl cnt appcnc I riven IJY a J.armer • .. · 
of Water:loo om- who stated that the Witt car was trav-< 

id to rest in the· . cling between 3·5 nnd .•.fO ·.mile's .an 
ry, lliJrthenst of hour. · . . 

It has been stated by some · who 
:oM ES thi nk_thcy ...at:e..correct_ th~t. __ six_ peopt' __ ··---7-~~ 
,RRY EIGHMEY have b<'en-killed nt t~is _same crossing 

in the past t'hrce years. 1 : , 
daughter of Mr. 

,. 
ant' ·~arn ·Eigh- · Funeral WiiJ lle Held 

.vm nurried at Th f 1 'll b h ld -. .-·:---.....:.....--:~ 
hurcn parsonage e une~a WI e e _satutdalt..:.._ . ..,,. 
. Haney .Travis. ·afternoon at 2 o'clock from · the · Fred 
by. Mr: • and_·~til .. Wi~ re,sidenc~ . .'- . ... 

·raduate :of.·.Shell BUSINESS HOUS£S T.O ·tLOSE 

~!ha·~:u:!~o~: SATURDA~. fROM 2 T~ ~:t-5·-:~·~j;:· 

., 
•• i.·. 

... 

.. 
·, 
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Publlsber . 

·HITES IMPRtSSIVE! 
or t\Ir. and· l'vJr:-;. . 

Witt Draws Mammoth 

Crowd. 

. I 
J 

.. I 
Fred 

. I 
. ..FHOM :\FAI~ r 

. Service of Masonic Or-~· 
Adinin~~-;~ered by J uh n I 
T. Ames of Traer. I · 

Pat~tor Pays Hi~h Tri ~u tl' lo 
lJel'eaHed Couple as I· nl'n~~:--. 

and Nt•lgltlwrs. "'RED B. WITT 

·~•-1·.._,. 
. -·---

SHELL ROCK, BUTLER COUNTY, mtm 

1

1 ":\EXT p> GOD,'; GIYE -'lEA 
I· 'H,~!'\ 1>, '' l(t'Y. :\la rc W. Darlin~ I 

I The untimely 1lUSSing- of Fn•cl n .. 
! Witt and his wife, Laura Wilt, from 
j tlw rt•alm · ,~ lil,e to -the veil l.wyond 

1 makt·s ont• think by how slt·ntkr n l 

~ thread hang-:> human life at besl. 'l'lw 
i n:g-l~t that tl!e news of t_hcir clt•atl; 
i .-.. um· to Shell Hock >'o sho(:k<'tl tlw 

I 
t'·C·Irlll1Uility that". fe\\; COUld COOIJHIS<.' 

_thl·n.lst-!vc·s for the nig-ht's :-dc•c·p. The 
blow was stunning- to l.'VPryoni~ who 

,l<nc•\\' them. · . 
To takt• from this <:omrnpnity otu· of 

it>' lt~·>' t illtsinvss "lltc·tt alld his wife\ 
leavc•s :·1 \"uid that can not he· . fill c·d, 
,.ith,. r sol'ially ot' in a ' businc:-;s sPnsc•. 
Bot.h. wc•n• activdy j)ltf•n•stc•d in com 
munity \\'t•lfan•. Both dic.l lla<r -:--hart! 

:111cl mot'\' to make: this t't)llltnllnity a 
dl',;irahl c om: in which to li\'t'. Jo'n·d 
was an ideal fa'tlwr, and !.aura was 
an idt>al motlwr. No ·sacrifice was too 
bu nlensonH~ ·for tlwm to undt•rtakt• it 

ccremonic:, hc.d la:--.t only their boys' \\'clfare \n'n' at stak,., 
y afternoon over the 1 cliJa1llS A!' chairman of the Red Ct<tl:<!' clispPn-
auo Mrs. FrJd U. Wnt, wlw 

1 
sations in Shell Hock 1\ln:. Will w:1:--. 

their _death in ~~~ automob.Jc ac-~ unflag-g-Ing- in het· elforts to anwiio ratc 
at Hubbard, Ia., l•'ciJ. ~ ~..; , at ,,.,~nt and ,clt•slilulion. < 

p. m., were so larg-ely atlcll<kd 1 1 Fred Witt had been a caller in Tin• 
the Bapti~t· church could n••l ton- I N c·\I'S olticl' llParh" CV!'I'\" dav for tlt l' 
all who desired admiss.wn. lmon• than fourl1·~·n y<'a.rs tl;P pn!:'l•nt. 

of t he crowd. \\~~~· tes~ ! proprietor ·has livPd ·in Slwll l~od<. 
of . the . s incere sorrow of: all l ' l'r,i:.; writer camP t o kno\\' Fn•d per-
~ the ill-.fatcd coup Ito. 13~-~ I haps as .well as any other living- man,l 
. the citizens ot' !:)hell l<ocl< car..: j <'x<:cpt his brother Charlie. II is am -

""1'"'""'" their frteuds and n·lat.v,·s 1 l''itions wt•r<' all for his familv ratlwr 
· here from Clarksville, .ullson, than him~wlf. lit• had no motll·t• aparl 

, Dumont, Uristow, ~hades I from his r:unily's welfare. In hi s 
Coulter, Parkersuurg-, \Valcrlou, 1 I_JUsiness dealing-s lw was honest to I 

Dumont Waterloo Mason I the penny, and this was said of him I 
ar R;pids, Fort' !Joll,_;!', I befo-re he died. In fiuarwial matt<•r s I 

, t:lint.ou, L..~dar Falls, IJ~s 1 I he ·was t.lw ~ot• 1 of ltonot·. II p was 
st. Cloud Minn. Lal!('U!'tcr I . . . . . 

and Chicago'. ' ' , MRS. WITT truthful. He was kmclly ancf <'Oil~td -
Shell Rock business pia<.: <:~ were~ I c rate. On the tnhlets of his mind ~ 
:-:-in respect ~o the memory or" ~nd civi life of - - . · -·- :t -:--- were catalog-ued the good · tmit s o f 

n_1an and wife. ; l.lo\· hood~ For B•>~1~1
1, yc~~r~~ncl t~~r?1~. his fellows rather than th.·it· fault s . 

fnends and repr"senta • · · • · • '' • · th M . d th c F t-~ suciated with his father· and brotlwr , Fred Witt will be missed in Shell 
.. D~ugh~~c or t~~· A~lel~~~~ . in the operation of '1'111! . Shell Hock' I Rosk ns no other man has been missed 

~:voltitj,·,·l , _:·Knights of Pythias and I News. He .lc~rned .the trade of prin- I in many ·years. A ll his paths were 
· .. 

1 
· . . . ter under h1s fathers tutelage and be-, · 

·. ent. the n: presence m, came ·an expert Jn that line. Later I well beaten by t he footsteps of integ-· 
couple. . . · he engaged in the ral ~ercantile ~itr. ·. · " .....-
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Monday\SENATE VI 
'Rooseveltian' ~ -~H-Ell-R--:-OC-K-PA-IR [ Couple Kille.d 1 1 ~~ . TO L1 

Plans ffA 

.~~~~~-e::~:~~-~!~~~ LOSE LIVES WHEN MONOPOLY 
~~.: .. ~~~·:· .~~:~~d ~, ··::: ~ UTO HITS T ~~IN t.he f'Jt:r.t'h pro;::ram an lmpbrt:l.nl 

~~~~~~~ ~r.,J"~t·.':~3fr~'" .U~1 \;:,,~:~r, 
the I ronc fiRilln!l~ f\lt~ek. 

u~cs nouu.nllt's TuHu. 
·rhe , •• ,. .. , •• ,d oremter. "'"' •n· Fred Will, Prominent G. 0. ?. 

Urcd olf'tee Ul~ ~tk.s OStO M 

=ri't, 0~A~~:~~no! ~~~~~:.!~ ';~:~: Leader, and His Wire, 
Are Victims. a:cnt lr'.to cu,nUnt hUn his powers 

~b, \a.ln1 Prtllctcnt ROO$t:Vc:l\.'a. I.Ac· 

th!u: ~~f!tf:'~~, to "~~t~f. .. ~i1"~~t. 0"~; BELIEV.EO TO HAVE BEEN' 
:::,•~·~r ·~.~i~e,.<:< ~r:!.~~~~~ '"~.~ '~.~·:;, BLINDED BY BRIGHT LIGHT 
anyUtLng or pAr11a:mcnt : 

~r::~~ ~, ~~~r-ssr:~,,_!; Jio 11u:al~~~ Returning from Des Moines 
he a.nd f'Jaflllm~":tL kn~v. w~dd 
pi".J~ ~h• country lr.lo cb<~os muc:h 
wor.\e ,h,n \h~ of the rtun'- 11ou. 

M •oon u he eoutd ~o 50 cracc
tony, Domf1C"fi:UC 1)\<tn:'<•d to ur.d 
p:.:1ianu:nt on \'At'ltton so th:n. he 
ml.,;ht \\ICid hill t reAt oowcrs 111 111n 
atmosphcrt tree of I)Olitics. 

H e tli:IJlj tel ln !w~untc J\ IJ'IO<!C.Sl 
;>ubllc \\'Ot'kJ. proaram tc ttltt\•o 'JI\· 
employment f\1\d lo r(or;:1n tu ccw
cmment dtp3:1.rntnl, l\CU.b1v tht 
mini!'llry ot commerce :.lon& the Unb 
on whJch J"resldtnt noc:uevca rtcr
••r.ltcd h1C corr.mo:rcc dc~rtmtnt 

'Il'IA=re ,_.._ ned a turtbtt ROO\C:• 
l't1Usn antiFII.I-1he pa~ wtJch, 
the Unhctt f'r~ tcarned. C.ho f'rtMh 
hc•~.Y lnduitric~. !ocJudhi.K a-let-1 pro
ducer~. :uc 6tudyinc lOt' fl. vo1cnt"ry 
OOdt', lt) CO\'C'~ t.htir ~Ctl\•llh:' Cur 
lhe nc~L three ycu~. 

~O OSEVEl T ASKS 
WWE POWER tO~ 

Lumber Convention; 
Funeral Saturday. 

Stores Mea 
lo Herring ; Pror. 

nature Expec 

HOUSE PASSES A 
COMPULSORY 0 

Bill Would Extend 
Realty Redemp 

March 1, 1 

Des -' Moine.,_ (A 
st.at.e scn:a.le Thurs 
noon coml)lctert f\n 
Uve a ctlon on t 
control bill by :>d< 
<eport n! tho < 

· cotnmittec by a ,. 
to 21. 

The liouflie- c:arli 
day ball adOl\Ltd 
by 3. • ote or 68 to 
the \)j)) n0\1' wlll 
,o-werno~ for sicnh 
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BIOGRAPH1ES OF STATE REPRESENTATIVES 259 

OrHA D. WEARL'\.-Representative from Mills county, was born on a farm near 
Hastings, Iowa, January 10, 1903. He attended country school, graduated from 
Tabor College Academy in 1920 and received B.A. degree from Grinnell College 
1924. Prior to and since that date be bas been associatea with his father in the 
operation of Wearin Farms, upon one of which be has always resided. Elected 
treasurer of rural school district. He hll!- served as vice-president, secretary and 
president of Mills county farm bureau. Dele!l'ate to Iowa state democratic con
ventions 1924, 1926, 1928, and 1930; assistant secretary of Iowa democratic con
·•ention, 1928; temporary chairman, keynoter and permanent chairman of Iowa 
state democratic judicial convention, 1930. He was elected to Iowa state leg
islature 1928. re-elected 1930; appointed by Governor Hammill as a delegate 
to International Mid-west Aeronautic's convention in Minneapolis, 1930. He 
traveled abroad in 1927, studying farm production and doing research work 
in International Institute of Agriculture at Rome. Traveled in old Mexico in 1930. 
Married Lola I. Brazelton, of Hastings, Iowa, 1931. Editor of weekly syndicate, 

) 'An Iowa Farmer ln Foreign Fields", 1927; Co-editor of weekly syndicate, "New 
Roads in Old Mexico", 1930; staff contributor to Wallace's Farmer. Author "An 
Iowa Farmer Abroad", 1928; "The Story of Two Men", 1931 : "Old World Gar
dens", 1931. Men$er of Iov.·a State Historical Society, Valley Forge Historical 
Society, American Peace Foundation, Iowa farm bureau. A democrat in politics. 

SAMUEL D. WHITINc.- Representative from Johnson county, was born at Cler
mont, Fayette county, Iowa, May 16, 187S. Family moved to Iowa City in 
August , 1885~ Graduated from Iowa City hi~h school in 1892; from University 
of Iowa, liberal arts, 1896; and from Uninrsity of Iowa law school in 1904. 
Taught in rural schools of Johnson county and in Sbueyville high school, and 
served as county superintendent of Johnson county schools from 1897 to 1902. 
In 1904 was married to Miss Caroline Buresh. Has four children, three boys 
and one girl. Served on the Iowa City board of education si~ years. Past Grand 
of Eureka lodge, No. 44, I. 0 0 .. F. ; Past Patriarch of Good Samaritan encamp
ment, No. 5; retired captain of Canton, Iowa City, No. 29 ; Deputy Grand Master 
I. 0. 0. F. of Iowa ; secretary of Will H . Dilg League, of Iowa City. Member of 
First Congregational church of Iowa City. A '(j('mocrat. Elected representative 
from J ohnson county in 1926. Re~lected 1928, 1930. 

FRED B. WITT.-Reprcsentative from Butler county, was born at Grand Forks, 
North Dakota, July 24, 1884. In the year 1900 he located at' Shell Rock, v;hlch 
has since been his home. For several years he was engaged in newspaper work and 
later entered into mercantile pursuits, and has been in the lumber, coal and grain 
business since 1912. He was married to Laura Mansfield on June 10, 1908, and 
they are the parents of two sons, Mansfield, nineteen, a student at the State Uni
versity of Iowa, and Richard, eleven years old. He is a member of the Knights of 
Pythias, A. F. & A. M., R. A. M., Commandcry and Shrine. He has been a member 
of the Butler county Republican central committee for a number of years, and 
for the past two years has served as chairman of that body. He was elected as 
representative in 1930. A republican in politics. 
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(1) Sam C. Ragan. chief c lt!rk: 12) H. A . S<!lr<!, reading c l.,rk: {3) J ohn J . 
M11ntgom.,ry, assi:Hdnl chier rle1·k : 1~1 c'harles A . Lindenll'u. file derk: 151 Wal
ter R. Cook. a~,.i~to.nt >l~rgl'nnl·at·:lrms: 16 1 Ol .. y ~t.'ISr)n. ><..-rg.,ant-at-arms. 
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st·houl :n11l \\'il tvu .'\onll:tl :-;,.Juool. II<: fol lc"n·rl f:Jr111i11g iu <'edar Count 

fur twtuy yt•ars. 11<• loc<·:tllt l' pr:••nitwut iu lo~silll'~s adivities. Amon~ 
ot.lu•r l' llf<' I'Jil'JS('s l1t' l• l'lpl'd or~:llll Z<' two ),auks 111 \\ tltou, ouc at Atalissa. 
:tJ~<I out• at !loll'n<'y, h<·iug prc•s i<h•ut of till' o11c at !Jowltt•y. For si~ 
Y<'ll rs he was a llll'llllJl' t' of tlu• ( 'l'd:t r ( 'ou11t ." Hoa r ei of ~upct· visors, the 

ntosf of the t inll' l"'i"U i Is l'l•a in11a 11 . I 11 I k!l.i Ill' was <'I<'<· ted repre· 
s c•11t;tlin•, anrl s<'n·,.rJ i11 tilt• T"·,·uty·s ixth (;""l'ral .-\sst•mhly, and also iu 
lht• TIITIIfy·sixth ~;xtra. lu l!IIJfl ht· n• tuo,·cd to \\'t~sl Liberty . 

• ) A~l Es \\ . . IJ.t .,\n: H.111.~.1· 1ras hor11 at ( 'a nq• l'oi u t , .\<lams County, 
Tl liuois, ?lfay :?1, 1Ri'J, aud <lic•<l in Harlan , Iowa , Frbruary 13, 1934. 
IIis pan•nts, r.nus ancl t;linor Bai lt•y , rrmon•d to Des Moines, Iowa, in 
18i:!. .J;~m ('s W. gt;cw up in that dty ;tnd in 18!1~ r('mon•d to Harlau. 

J.>uring most of his <'arly mauhood h<• was cmplo~·<'<l itt some capacity or 
uth<:>r t.y Shelby ('ounty. Jn 1!114 h<• was eleded rl'prcsentatiYe and was 

r ('·<'h'<'t <•d in HJI6, and S('n·prJ iu th <' Thirty·s ixth and Thirty·seventh 
gt'H('r:tl ass<>mhli<'s. At t lu• tim<> of his <l<'ath h<> was dty d<'t·k of Harlan, 
and l1ad h('en for ~<t'"''r:tl yl'at·s. ll<' ha1l the r<'putntion of being an 
d'ti<·it•ut ann popula r offi<·ia.l. H<' was a Dcntoc·r;~t in politi~s. 

FK~:J> B. \V!TT wa~ hom iu {;ran<! F'orks, .'\orth Dakota, July 24, 1884, 
a u<l 1lil'd in au automohil~ a<·<·idt•n t llt'a r HuiJhanl, Iowa, }'ehruary 28, 
J !1:14. Burial wa~ at Shell Ror k, Ivwa. His par<>nt~ we r<' .l<' nlllk L. and 
Vashti (Griggs) Witt. lie was with l•is pan•nts wh('u lh<'y removed to 
Hln•ll Rn<·k i11 I !100 . For s<'n>ral yt>a t·s I•<' \\':lS iu n('wspnper work, and 
later t•ugagt•u iu lumht• r. <·<>al and grain business iu Shell Rock. For 
st•n!ral ,YNHS lu• \\'>IS a llll'lllht•r of th<' But IC'r <'ounty Repul:>liran Central 
( 'onuuit.t~r, aud was i ts l'hairmau iu l!l~8 . Tu l!l:!O h<' was t'l<'cted repre· 
st•utatin• aud S<' rn.•d in th<' F<>rty·fourth liellt'ral Asst•m hl~·. 

JOI!:<! 8HER~IAN PRI'ITIIARD w11 s hom at P ittsfield, \\'nshtt!naw County, 

Mitltigan, May 6, 184i, and di<'d in L os Ang<'h:-s, C'al ifon:ia, October 29, 
193:!. Burial was nt Bt•lmond, lown. H e was a son of Philo A. and Eliza 

(Woodnrd) P l'ittlt:nrl. His fath<'r hal'ing died, John Sh<>nnan when a 
mere boy had to earn his own lil'ing, working at whate,·er lte could find. 
Th<' farui l.v l'<'lllO\'C'd t o \\'right C'ount}·, Iowa, in l 85t>. On January 4, 
18(}4, lte eltlist<'d iu ('<mtp an.'· F, S<'rOJHl Iowa f'n,·alry, an<l ~~':tS "'ith that 
n·gi tnent until he wns tuust<'n•d out Sept<'IIIIJer l!l, 1Sli5. R<'tnrning to 
\\' right County he follo11·ed farming, first as a ren t er, later as a. land 
O\\'ner, \':tl)'iug farmiug with buying and S<'lliug liYestot'k. His residence 
"·as near Alden for a time, l>ut later at B('lmond. He was a member of 
the county Board of Sup<.>rl'isors from 1892 for six years . In 1901 he 

was elec ted reprcsentn.ti,·e, was re·elt'cted and SE.'n ed in tl•<' Tweuty·ninth, 
T hirtieth, and Thirty·fi rst gl'nernl asscmhli<'s. H e \\':lS influential in the 
<>uadnt<'llt of t h<' <lr:till:ll{l' IPgislat ion of those S<'ssions. During his later 
years lte resided in Los Angeles. 
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( 
into the audience following a show. There was a balcony, and teen-agers loved to sit there. 
The building was razed in 1932. A September 8, 1932, news cl ipping states, "The Opera House 
for a number of years, was a paying institution as a moving picture house, but of late years, the' 
building has failed to be a source ofprofit." 184 Helen Savage played piano for the silent movies. 

w~ etLwet:Y~ we-¥\t" to- "the- WLOVLey CLt: the, II opu-cv ~~ 01'\1 Settuv~ vW;Jht. ~ 
wu-~ ~ movi.er, ~the,fi+'"J,t:t:ha,t- I r-~ wu-e- two-Y~ mov~ 5 
~ w~t'he-~pr-Lce-{or y~u-.y. rhet ~ wo-uld.t etU g.e.tto-t:he
opu-cv ~wen,~ of "the-t'~ that" "the- movi.ey woul.dt J,t:cwt: ~ wouU 
be, CV t'~to-~ ~othet-- U/J ~ dowYV"the-~ ~WY~O"Y\If'he, 
floor- IMI\.t'~ the,~ wu-e- pur out .w "the- movi,e; c:.ouLd.t J,t:CIA"'t. Q c.M..et" w~ 

~~ while-t'he-fi+'"J,t: Y~ of "the- movi,e; w~ .1-hownt. rhet ~ w~ 
theYv be- tu.rl'\.e.d.t 01'\1 ~ IM'lt"'~ "the-~ r-~ COtAl,d, be-pur 01'\1 "the- pr-ofect:or-. 
WY~~{oa y~~deNeiope4~CO"Y\.t"'~IMI\.t'~the, ~ 
Wet'"~~ tu.rl'\.e.d.t off ,wt:'he- }how COtAl,d, cont""~ Show.Y ~~ . 
~to-thr-ee- r-e.eM,- ~the-Yvto- cv cont""~ }how wL:thou:l: h.cv.l~to
~Yee4-. /he,ye,w~n&popcorYVtO'~ 0Y ~to-d¥Wl}v,J~cv}how.1BS 

Fred B. Witt, who owned Witt Lumber, owned the Opera House. In 1932, he tore down the 
Opera House and constructed a gas and oi l station on thi s location. In the 1940 's, the 
RIVERSIDE GARAGE was a car garage located next to the river, from at least early 1914 until 
about 1948. Thea Neal was the manager in 1914. Vic Wilson was manager of it during part of 
the time. A Mr. Kemp managed it following Wilson. The owner is unknown. 

IOWA PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY had offices in a brick building next to the Riverside 
Garage. They built a garage_ and office building on this site in 197 1. The build ing was 
constructed at a cost of$59,000. The Power Company occupied the site until 1990 when they 
removed their local agent from Shell Rock. 

Archie Anderson operated ARCHI E'S STANDARD SERVICE next to the IPS Building. 
Chuck Cain operated CAIN'S STANDARD S ERVICE from 1954 to 1968. They leased the 
station from Mansfield ' Doc' Witt. Following Cain's, Ralph 'Bandy' Bandfield and Mark Dana 
ran the station. 186 

"Cherry Coke Park" is located at 200 South Cherry Street owned by Stephanie Janssen. 
An addition to the cafe next door occupies part of the lot. A 1902 and a 1910 plat map show that 
the post office was located in this building at that time. 
In J 917 Miss Nettie Flood had a MILLINERY SHOP at this location. A "mill iner" is a maker 
of women's hats. It came from Milan, Italy, where the practice first began in J 529. 

Although early in the 1900's most hats were enormous and adorned with flowers, feathers, 
ribbons and tulle, by the mid 1920's women 's hair had become much shorter with the shingle cut 

184 Shell Rock News 
185 Rex Dewey, Things That 1 Remember 
186 Information from Charles and Winnie Cain, old telephone books. newspapers 
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( JP Bement family came to Shell Rock in 1872 and Mr. Bement established a business in 
·nand lumber. His sons, Frank and Charles Bement later operated this business. Frank was a 

f;ner until 1907, and Charles remained until 1920. 

Fred Witt had been manager for the Bements and later operated the business as the WITT 
LUMBER COMPANY. In 1934, Mr. and Mrs. Witt were killed in a car-train accident. Their 
son, Mansfield Witt, took over the business at that time. ln 1965, Mansfield Witt moved the 

lumber company to 416 Washington Street, now 112 West Washington Street. 
As early as 1895, Auner and VanVlack had a lumberyard at the West Washington location. A 
member of the Bement fam ily used this location to make cement blocks in 1902. 

1908- Bill Anderson on right. Cement 
block factory at Bement Lumber Co. 

~HE~L ROCK LUMBER COMPANY began in 191 4 at the 112 West Washington 
;~abon. Henry and Walter Renning with Frank Bowen owned this. In 1920, they ·sold it to the 
Th LIPSE LUMBER COMPANY. Known managers were F. R. Bowen in 1925, Keith 
W~;psonJrom 1944 to 1945, and Donald Forbes from 1949 tol953. 
K . hT LUMBER COMPANY was in the lumber business from this location from 1965-1975. 

1 ;~~ Knoedler bou~t the business a~d operated it as ~OEDLER LUMBER from 1975 t.o 

1993· Knoedler sold 1t to Merlyn Gulick, who managed 1t for PA YLESS CASHWA YS dunng 
With ~~!994. Foll~wing that, Merlyn used it for hi s custom cabinet and woodworking business. 

IS extended 1llness and death in 2005, the building now stands empty. 

Sanford w R . 
halfbi · emmgton came to Shell Rock in 1884. He operated Remington Lu!llber on the 

ock ofProspect and Walnut Streets. The lumberyard continued until 191 7.2)
6 

c~ 
Y Faye Vos~berg 

183 
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. e L loyd Gibson was the banker, he had a chance to get involved in many businesses. Duane 
S~n~sels approached Lloyd with the idea of building a hog confinem ent factory in the early 
~9~o's. Lloyd u sed the money from the hatchery to finance this, which was called Tasco. Upon 
Lloyd's death, his son, Jim, took over the bank and his business ventures. Unfortunately, the 

h tchel)' was too heavily mortgaged to ever recover from Tasca's business losses. The hatchery 
a 301 

closed about 1983. 

705 South C herry Street/727 South Cherry St. 
FARME RS COOPERATIVE is the name and location of the elevator, grain storage, feed 
business and agronomy business located in Shell Rock in 2005. This was once two businesses, 
one on th e north side and one on the south side of the railroad tracks. 
This w as the name to which the elevator changed about 1967 at the old address of 190 Cherry 
Street. 

The Co-op at 705 South Cherry ( 190 Cherry) was originally Witt Lumber Company. When 
Witt Lum ber re located to 416 Washington Street in 1965, the Fanners Coop from Dike 
purchased the buildings. Bob Allan managed it until 1974, and some of the employees were 
Chuck W inkey, Arlo Walters, and Dennis Walters. The Bremer Elevator purchased it in 1974. 
Bob Eskridge was part owner and 
manager. ft was known as the Shell Rock 

evator and so ld Kent Feeds. It 
mcreased the grain sales and storage in the 
SheiJ Rock area. Bob was one of the 
elevator managers responsib le for getting 
the Iowa Northern Railroad to come down 
this rail line to pick up grain stored by the 
elevators and move it to the Cedar Rapids 
market. 

------------
-----·-.... __ _ 

------
Fanners Coop 2005 

- ··-·-... 

At this t im e the office and scales were at 
702 South Cherry with the feed and grain 
~torage a t 705 South Cherry (across the street). In 1988, a "temporary trailer" office was moved 
~at 705 South Cherry, between the feed shed and the railroad tracks, with a new scales added at 
t e same time. In October 1996, the Farmers Coop from Readlyn bought thi s business and built 
a ; ew office and feed storage shed in 2002. They have continued to add grain storage bins. As 
~ the en d of2005 they have 500,000 bushels ofbin storage for com and beans, and 450,000 
Ushels of temp orary com storage. 

727 s 
\V outh C herry Street ( 153 Cherry Street) 
did Q.. G .-ace started this business in the early 1960's. This was mostly a ferti lizer business but 
Pro sen some W alnut Grove 4 X 4 feeds. In 1975 Farmers Coop Readlyn purchased thi s 

Perty and built a new fertilizer Plant. This plant has inside storage for 2,000 tons of fertilizer 

'tvt 
arvin Reynold:-:. telephone dircctone~. ne,~·::;paper anicles 

217 

-



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Roots Web's WorldConnect Project: Stark and Schroeder Family Tree 

Home 

..... 
f)l ancestry 

:::•2"'-.1' " •J T 

Searches Family Trees Mailing Lists Message Boards Web Sites 

Find Your Family Members Now 

First Name Last Name State 

All ~.__I ___ _ 

Stark and Schroeder Family Tree 

Entries: 4429 Updated: 2006-04-20 18:23:01 UTC (Thu) 

Contact: Gloria Schroeder 

Page 1 of2 

Welcome to RootsWeb.com S gn '" 

DISCOVER MORE > 

Passwords Help 

People Search includes: 
Phone Numbers, Age, 
Birthdates, Income and more. 

Index I Descendancy I Register I Download GEDCOM I Add Post-em 

• ID: 14319 
• Name: Frederick B. WITT 
• Surname: Witt 
• Given Name: Frederick B. 
• Sex: M Your Life. Your Memories. 
• Birth: ABT I885 in North Dakota 
• _ UID: 8E3EA9FD2B962644A E5272E626D5123A3C3C 
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• Change Date: 21 Jan 2006 at I 0:0 I :29 
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iMemories· 
Marriage 1 Laura M. MANSFIELD b: ABT 1887 in Shell Rock, Iowa 

Chi ldren 

I. Fran!.<Jy1. WITT b: 20 Oct 1911 in Iowa 
2. Richard F. WITT b: 5 Feb 1920 in Iowa 
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