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ttite~ Hild Monday· 
For Formar Banker 

Torgeson Also 
Active in Church . I • 

Political Circles ~-
FuneraJ services were held in . 

l!!l;l!::.£...::l.a.- 1 ~~e~ I:-utheran chuN-h ~~ · 
g_wuqa:y r o r :Samuel R. Torgeson. 
62, former Lake Mills hankel' and 
~te representative who died at 
his home in Minneapolis Saturday 
afternoon. 

He had been ill for the past 
I three months. Mr. Torgeson had 

I suffered a heart attack and was 
bedfast , but somE.- hope was heid 

I 
for his recovE.-ry until last Thurs* 
day, when he sufferN:! anofher 

. sev~re .s.trok.e. 
! Mr. Torgt:-s(m was vice-pre~i
! dent of the Farrnei s and M~r-

1 
chants State bank in Lake Mills 

8. a. 'toq- 1 until he resignr.d obout thtee i 
- -------:--- .. ··- -·- ·- l years ago to bf:come secretary of · 

l W
. I . N ! the department of pt-nsions of t~ , 

0
. e· come· . ew l E':an.gelica_l Luth1.·ran church in ; 

· · ; Mtnneapobs. ' 
I ' . . ~ i TUROl'GBOl:T his long resi~ ~ 

HPO Thu .• . : denct~ in N(}rth I(Jwa in the ban.k-. . .r · ay i in~ proh.·5SJfm in Hanlontown. • 
, J otce and Lakf" Mills. he was : 
; activ~Jy engaged in the affain . 

The la.test in,Dovation in mail : fJ{ church .and state. He repre - : 
tr~sportation will be on di.-splay i sentE>d Worth <'':unty in the h om;(' i 
m Lah YiUs from 10:55 to ll:U·f of the state }(:gislature from 192-; : 
Thunday morning. The new 1 tQ 1933 and was pre-sident of the{ 
!ugh\\'<tY J)')St office, 9;hich _will . Iowa Bankf:rs a~!':tl('iation in 1937-
t~eg:.n regular twk--e-a-day mail ; 38 . 
tef\'it:t' between Albert ~ 1 Mr. T orgeson was active in RE> 
I(snn .• i.ifld Tama. low~ on Oct. I~ I putllt:~ri par ty affairs in the stat~· 
ril stop in Lake Mills for an : of Iowa and ~rved a5 sixth d ts 
~uon by local cltizeus. ;. trict c~airman of the GOP central 
n* Lake Mills marching band cr.tmmith:e. a post he held for 

-.1ll pmvide music for ~ short i nine yean>. 
ft1"ffiio) ii_7 which W.J.l be beid in l Salem CDUI"('h W<U filled With . 
ttcnt (Jf the post office. and many fncnds whrj came to pay 
)l.a. ~~-r Wa.J1ace Brattnad will • last t r1bute:t t t) a fri~nd and out- · ; 
..-f:;.-_,r,me the Hl'O ial behalf of Jtandmg dtizf:n ·fhs activities in
Ld~ Mills. PenoDs wUl then ! dudt:d f:\·~ry ph~~ of communitv 
bll•-e an opportuni.ty to ill$pE'Ct and churrn ''''ork. · 
d!Jf W"' insicle and out. AI FI!'CANCE C'hairman for tiM! 
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111U.., ,,.._. • ·-· under 
ent..-. •f. ~~ .. ~ r..u.lthe tO semJ-flnaU•t8, a 

Act ~ ~ .... Marc~~·- ~~':. ·- final sefec:tfon among t: 
w~, s.ptemt>.r 29, f 95_. fJnaUsts. r;ach of the U 

---- - ffnalfsts had to ex.hfbf1 

S. If. Torgeson 
A Let1Jer lor All 
That Was Good 

form of talent, in the ' 
voice, dancing or dr 
acting m in smn.e other 

AJI contc~tan tK naf 
t'XhibJ tt·d son w natural f 

Lake Mills and al l north of tJu~ir own. But tn ma 
lowa lost a good ftiNtd in the thin~{ a ta lf•ut-and-beaut 
dE:ath tate Saturday of S. n.

1

, tes t . thf· talf•nt i s neces: 
Torgf!!'Jon. For mnn v y•·•Jr!i n l t h tm~!h th(> most ta 
Mr. Totgt-son was :t dtlzPrt of 1 ~!irl (·a, ,not always wit 
this area, and a noble oll''· i cau HH· m'H;t iltt radiv 
ltfs work and activities wi,h•n- J win . Ttu· dwi('(· is ~uppt:l 
crl his acquaiotnnc~hip t') in-. cNlh•r upon Hw ~t r 
elude friends a. II t>Vf· t tlH~ · nation ,,f tht· t Wf) . 

stat~ of Iowa t )ur ,,nJy <·,,mment 0 1 

Through hi~ many artivi- • yf"ar's conh-Rt , which a 
ti~. he was the gond dtizt·n f'onstituh•$ a gtf!at ~ht· 
that' nlwt\ys wnrkf¥) tl) raise . t•xpr~sf'fi twrf• as a bit , 
the · genuraJ tont: t)f his com-

1 
vk(~ to youn~~ ~!rl5 wh( 

munity, his stat~ at1d hi~ na- :be future Mi~s Americ.a 
tioh. He u~ed his talM1tlll for testants. That afivice- c•j 
the gM".-d and p1~amre of ! summed up 1n JUSt abou 
oth~rfi in dubs and ~eties . . sente-nce: Th1-r~ l!; no ~ 
in bu~nea drcles anti in hi~ 1-!0 off thf' de-ep -end on " 
ev~ affiliation. l .. tfe ~ htm ' ~ous tiramatic art. 
was a Wtiat.on. enoug·h if one is a beln 

l't 1s always m·ore diffkult !·healthy, Ammcan girl. ) 
to be 'tn·•ve under com·mrin- 1 noiig, a nic..-e dance fJr a 1 

J>i•ce c<mditians, than to play 1 f<1r playing a musical it 
the ttf!ro &nri4 t'h.e glitter of i ment we like. .,tit tb4! 
~fttlc $drroutldings. A · P1lough truf1ering in life, 
man Who 1cet;ps his soul spot- : is without having to 1 

less in t11e ·busy world m to- and groan and sob <Nf!r 

day. who is manly and clean 1 super~dramatic spiel fror 
·and ~cmg, who ~ives his Mi!is America candid.at~. 
ft'tiength ~to the wealc a nd hi!'> · (If it . ·pleane. ~Oris! 
help to 'ftte Oppressed, afJ in i 
the 'huril-drtam obscurity ()f a ! c~ tltfre 
bb!Uness ~I' shows tnore ; 16 ..... 11~ - M 
sighs of a ~rave ·hellrt ~Jnd · 'lt'eefiltg ~ 
dtri.fntJess coUrage ·than ttw Glocjrny Ct>rrJm •r•t . b • . ,~h c • H con 
mue . 'J'rt~med ~ AU•llfo t s Qf t he ing the d(.~reat*lhg won 
tnlddle tiUCS. Such a tnun wa~ tht· Ameri<•ifn d<JJJ . · 
t.!. 'r 1 ar ma 
,;:,Urtl · o_rgeson. . . 1 justlfjed, hut uur syttiJj 

fftt ha~ ~ ~uHur talent for 11 of iNflation tare nw . n t)1 

bein~~ ahJe to r•lSe -motwy and :comrnired t.o th(~ w»tfh n 
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the: 1~erwral tfJW: of hh cum - VH"f~ to y(,unf~ .v,~rll'i w_Ja( , 
rnunity, his stnt(~ and h is na- -lw future :\ii ~ ~~ A~er·1 ca 

tj(Jn . UP US<~d hi s tal~nts ft)T testants. 1nat adVlC(: C'Cll 

th€' w,c,d and p1<-:1~ure of summf:rl up in JU~t ah<,ut 
otht-rh in cluhs anti socu·tws . .scntf!nce: Th••rt• 1~ n r> n~ 
in bwrinef;s dn·lf~) anti in hi <-; J~o t>ff t h t· df~1'> f·nd on ~t: 

(:very ttf'fJliatwn. L1fe t(J h 1m · !WrirJUS tiramatJc art I 
wa• a mission. (•n<Jur,h if one 1s a b<._u1 

Jt is 4J]ways m ort> difftc.~ lt . healthy, American girt A 
tl' be brave unrl<-r c·ommlm- sm1g, a nke rlaneto tir a t~ 

place etmditions, than to play -. fctr playing _ a mu.«riCA~ ~"' 
the 'Jwri) amid the ghttf•r of ' ment we Jilce But tbttr 
rom.Afltic fNJToundin~s A f--nr,u~h }:uffmng 1n life, • 
man who 'keeps his wul ~1t- ; JS. wrthr,ot having to 51 
less in ·t~te bt.Jny worlti rff tt1- a nd ~o~roarJ and Stib tJver s 
day, who is manly and df!nn ' surwr-t.framatic sph•J frnm 
~nd strotll{, who givm; h is Mis~ America canrlJdatf,. : 
stren~t'th tf, the WM.tk and hi~ of it, plea,...c. V,irJ:.;f 
help to t'be o.ppr~. all ifl . -- --
the ·hum-drum ob!tcurrty of a Cese 'fA fJre 
hf.l!lfness career, shmvs more . 1ft .,j• 6.11.11 ... 
signs of a brave hP,art and . ·~dfl'lfJ Kvure 
dauntless cimrage th1w ttu· Gloomy cornmentt; cone• 
much 'praised 'JcnjgJm of the · jnM th~ d~~rea.tdng W tJrtt 

middlf• aJ{es Such a murt Wah thf! Am(~rkan do1Jar ma~ 
Sant Tr>rgestm. . ju.crtified, ·but our fl)'mpt 
H~ ha!l ~ '.peculiur WPnt 'kn- rm "it1ilutint• ~re u tv)tt 

being able ·w raise 'fhtmey und icompared to th~ •orlh df 
many t imes it -waJJ hit. dili~!~t•t ~-RtniSian rublt- tJVer 'the 
~~rt and thorough · plannin~! :2!'> yean. A rPCerJ t ntu~ 
1hlit madf: : pM.~dble tht- ftlt.'Y!t ~ tttuss:ht*s so--culled guinn f 
big gmils for hit> dmrch, th•~ f l i3hed In the lldrvard 'B 
&y Scout!, tht· Brotherht)()d, I ness Review indicates ·t 

· t~e ·polJtical v a r t y. or I hsve reaHy beer. ·mor-e c.1 

--Wherever ' ht> set · hi~ hand to tJoss, as fs.r a1t the 'Rumtbltl ~ 
·w.o.J.k. lsumer i5 eoheemed.. 

'Mr. TOl"g-esotJ w cu; bles~~J 'The cost of Uring In 
-with a wondmut · abiUty as a tus~R h8:6 risen mor•: tl 
public ~ker. Few wen~ fl,400 per cent sinet! 1928; 1 

more adept at expr~sinf,! 1 whi1e waP,es have riften ei 
thernselve; clea.rly and cm~- 1 times their 19!6 level the 
cisely and all throur!h h b ust•- i ret;uh 1eavet> the .. man-on-t 
fullife us.R " Wah th«· t;pok~s~ I ulitsa " (street, to ·yot.i} W(l 

mar1 f or many ~roup~. und ' off that1 he wa~. a quarter 
throuJ~lJ it wa:. ahlt· 1o h<· " ' a century ago h1 terms of 
fiJree fc,r· iJll that Wib> gtmd . !tual purctuasing power. : 

His l1 (' ~; t h of frien'd6f:annual t'ncome m{}y · b~ 1 ,1 
throudwut thP .rtrf•tt rnouru h is 1 ruhle~; more tha:h ·tt ·was ttl 
death. A g()od rn;w ha:. l(•ft w. lbut he can buy 20 per ~ 

i.'t .. - . ... II 4 
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JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 1643 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fifty
s1:x:tk General Assembly of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable 
J. Dick Snakenberg, the state has lost an honored citizen and a faithful, 
useful public servant, a-nd the House, by this resolution, would express 
its appreciation of his service, and tender its sympathy to his wife and 
members of his family. 

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

MAHLON N. BROWN, 
JOHN GRAY, 
ELMER VERMEER, 

Committee. 

SAMUEL R. TORGESON 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable reso
lution commemorating the life, character and public service of the late 
Honorable Samuel R. Torgeson, begs leave to submit the following me
morial: 

Samuel R. Torgeson was born at Hanlontown, Iowa, on May 28, 1892, 
and passed away in Minneapolis on September 25, 1954. He received 
his early education in the rural schools and at Waldorf College. In 1917 
he received the Bachelor of Arts degree from St. Olaf College. 

Mr. Torgeson married Miss Emma Dahl of Worth County. A son, 
Dean Nathan, was born May 2, 1926. 

After a two-year period of teaching, Mr. Torgeson began in 1919 a 
long career in banking, serving first as assistant cashier of a bank at 
Hanlontown, and later as cashier of the Farmers Trust and Savings 
Bank at Joice, Iowa. Since 1933, he served as cashier, later as executive 
vice president and director of the Farmers and Merchants State Bank 
in Lake Mills. He served as president of the State Bankers Association 
of Iowa in 1937 and 1938. 

Mr. Torgeson was a member of the Iowa House of Representatives, 
serving in the Forty-second, Forty-second Extra, Forty-third and Forty
fourth sessions of the General Assembly. He was a member for eight 
years of the Republican State Central Committee. 

During the years, he has been an active church man, having served 
as deacon and trustee in the various parishes to which he has belonged; 
for thirty-five years he continuously taught Sunday School classes. Mr. 
Torgeson was a director of the Board of Pensions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fifty
si:etk General Assembly of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable 
Samuel R. Torgeson, the people of Worth County and of the entire State 
of Iowa have sustained a great loss and the House expresses its ap-
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preciation of his character and public service and tenders, by this reso
lution, its sincere and heartfelt sympathy to his beloved family in their 
great sorrow and loss. 

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy o.f this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward 
an enrolled copy to the familY of the deceased. 

W. R. CHRISTIANSEN, 
HENRY C. NELSON, 
CHARLES R. BURTCH, 

Commit.tee. 

LAWRENCE I. TRUAX 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable reso
lution commemorating the life, character and public service of the late 
Honorable Lawrence I. Truax, begs leave to submit the following me-

morial: 
Lawrence I. Truax was bOrn on a farm near Yale, Guthrie County, 

Iowa, on June 5, 1884. He passed away at Des Moines, Iowa, on October 

14, 1953. 
His parents were John and Clara Truax, farmers, near Yale Iowa. 

0 0 J 

The early part of his life was spent m and around th1s home. His early 
education was received in the rural schools and the Guthrie County High 
School. He then attended Cornell College for two years after which he 
taught in rural and grade schools in Guthrie County. He was a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church at Bagley. 

He married Dora Corsaut-Edmand of Bagley who preceded him in 

death. 
His Jaw education was obtained at the University of Iowa law school. 

He was admitted to the Iowa Bar in 1912, and to the California Bar in 
1913 where he practiced JaW· _He was also a certified public accountant. 
In 1914 he returned to Guthne County and was elected county auditor 
there, serving three terms consecutively. He acted as a draft official 
during World War I. In 1920 he was elected as Representative from 
Guthrie County to the State Legislature and served in the Thirty-ninth 
General Assembly. 

Thereafter he served in the state auditor's office and from 1939 until 
the time of his death he was supervisor of county audits. Upon making 
his home in Des Moines, he transferred his church membership to West
minster United Presbyterian Ch~rch where he served faithfully as a 
deacon. He was also associated Wlth the Masonic bodies- Scottish Rites, 
Commandery, and the Shrine. He was a member of the National Asso
ciation of County Officials, Pioneer Law Makers Organization, Univer
sity Club and East Des Moines Club. 

At the time of his death• he left to survive him, his wife Ellie S. 
Truax, two stepdaughters, one sister, and three brothers. ' 

1 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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