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• . . 

Standard Porm For Members of the Legislature 

Name of Representative llAGEfh JOHN HENRY 

/ 

30 August 1871, on farm in Ludlow Twp. Allamak@@ Co., 1a 1 . Birthday and place' ________________________________________ __ 

2 . Marriage (s) date place 
Glace Nary Fait, (8 Ha] 1877 6 JUlie 1949), l4 JttRe 19Q5 (9£ 1904) 

3. Significant events for example : 

A. BusineBa __ TF~.T'mlll_±ilmltyplr.~'~lte~,~, t~.~"~.d~.~.~.~.~.~.~.~l~.~.----------------------__ ___ 

B. Civic re.ponsibilities __________________________________ ___ 

C. Profe •• ion ______________________________________________ __ 

4. Ch u r c h me mba r s hip· --l'l'''ru ...... ''l'j-· '''.'''.''l.j,;a''"'-:-~_:_:_:_:--_:_:_:_--:_--::_--?J;,---:_;:r_:--...., 
41st & 42d GA . 19 25- 1929 Allamakee Co ·~T~:7~. t;-,:. c/ 

5. Sessions served 43e & 44fR CA , 1929-1QJ3 SD 60. Allamakee co. -~~ 

6 . Public Of fie •• 

A. Local _______________________________________________________________________ __ 

B. State' _______________________________________________________________________ __ 

C . Natio nal eli) I . 4S!th Tapa Vo l T Nf in SpaniSh American War 

7. Death 10 JURA 1'51.52 . Veterans Memorial Hospital, Waukou; bur. Olkland Cern 

8. Ch i Idr en' ___ ---"""'o"'""'. __________________________________________________ ___ 

9. If ame S 0 f par en t 8 ______ -'Si.<e"eUOClJ2' ______________________________________ __ 
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John 

10 . Education Breckenridge Preparatory & Business Institute , Decorah 

---- -- ------------------ -----------

11 . Degrees ___________ __ _ - ------

12. other ~pplicable information_ -- -----Father. (Simon) ,Fr.iederich (Frederick) Hager was born "16 May 1830 in Ratfeld . Lippe
Detmold. He waS..JlP,e of four friends, Hlelmjngsmeier, R-YgS"QiReii~f aHa Knlcgef , wbo with 
him came to US t o escape mili t ary se~ce & because of economic conditions~ The person 
who went into milliarY_ ..s..£::r...'l.i.c.e...in jb; 5 pl ace di.e.d_.du.U~"rv;;ie . hll came toe Sheboyge:n, 
Wisconsin , where they worked to accumul ate money t o support move to Iowa. His employer 
offered him a l2.t....j.ILChllggn..ii.n....wbat is DOlJ the loop), or uagee to \lorlt hl \ltltl"kefl. He 
chose la t ter. All four also obtained s t ock to peddl e across fiixREi Wisconsin as they moved . 
He also spent tb.I:..ee yea r s j n Bloomjngt on , III , "h.Qn~ three sil:!liflgs liQ~d , to help him 
learn ikgkasg English. Several years later Helmi ngsmeier induced his three sisters to come 
to US, and each married one of the otben g:f t;;lHI '1l:laEim:lHf't'i£6t:e. lIh wif~ was(Karoliue) 
Wilhelmine Halmingsmeier (most of her relatives used name Helming) , born March or May 24 
1837 i n Langenbozehal!sen, I.ippe Detmo1t;l SlHill maniaEi S:l.lfto-a Fl'oier:eihkhin Waukon, 8 July 1858. 
They had 8 dauhgters ahd 5 sons. He took up a semdier's claim 6i rni~es west of Waukoon, 
broke prairie , --.f.e.nced.,and-m.ad~.substaAtial iHiprovemef'lts. R~placed originl farlll Qwelling 
with brick house. His farm was one of finest and most valuable in section. He left later 
and moved to Waukon Ag.......h..&s. d8l:lga te ra marriee. , he gaVE each $10,000 as dowety. Also he 
was one 6f founders of Az l mona Bresbyterian Church in Ludlow Twp. 

John, thixd.......$.gn and s eV-Q.Ath chilEi. 9tArted ill farm illl~le[[[el1t busineSS in waukon in 1895. 
In Spanish American War he was part of 49th Iowa Infantry. Added Buick dealership in 1908. 

Mason. Trustee of church. Kiwanis . involved in construction of ieteHBBS Memorial Hospital. 
Survived by widow and two sisters. 
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Sources Log For Legislation Entries 

Applicability 

Source Kon Applicable Applicable Information obtained 

W~ ~-' ~)..t. ,~~ , h 'o, ;QF.o.. 

r?"=r I , ~, <f-
Stork/Clingan , Legsslators x sessions served 
Iowa Offic1a1 ~eglStei 1~2~-3e x bio 
Senate Journal 1953 x memorial resolution 
HisDory Al~1~amMa~k~e~e",C~OT.~!~~~8~'r-----------------------,xr----tb~i~oru(jrf_r,~elraatt±r.~e~s~,'"i~,ttlc~l~f~.~'~her 
Past & Present Allamakee Co , 1913 x bio of brother 
Allamakee Co Bartal grounds x parents in Salmons 

he & wife in Oakland 
Krueger, KtUegets and St edlfeus 111 Ia 183'''UM x lef to him 
Abernehby/Helming , Hemmingsmeiers fro Lippe-Detmoid 

!'~~ x biu data 
Whoa Who in Iowa 1940 x 
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L"" Thursday in 
I I.make<> eounly took 
' ehildr~n's elinie in 
J.-.;hnieian$ from 

<h' 

r 
Waukon &! ehildr~n ~of Ai. 
advanJago ,of· ·lh~, edpple.d 

., Slllff doctors and 
. of lewa ! 

! SI nd Crippled lhilldreJ~~s 
iHeld lit Waukon, 
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JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 

MEMOIIIALS 

JOHX H. HAGER 

MR. PRESIDE:<;T: You r committee, appointed to prepare suitable l'e$O. 

lutions commemorating the iife, charneter and public service of the late 
Honorable John H. Hag .. l', begs leave to subnlit the foll owing: 

J ohn H. Hager WIi S bom in Ludlow Township, Allamakee County, 
Iowa, a son of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Hager, on August 30, ISH , and 
llied at Waukon, Iowa, June 10, 1952. His education was acquit'cd in the' 
rural ~choo l and Breckenridge Institute at Deco rah. 

He served in the Spanish-American War with I Company, 49th Iowa 
Volunteer Infantry. In 1895 he engaged in the farm implement business 
in Waukon, which he conducted for several yeaI"!' . 

June 14 , 1905, Mr. Hager rnal'ried Grace Falby, formerly of BUrlington, 
Vermont . She survh'es with his two sister:> , Mrs. J ohn Opfer , Waukon, 
and Mrs. Edward Opfn, Rochester, Minne:;ota.. The Hager family circle 
numbered twelve child l·en, all of whom, with the exception of the sisters 
mentioned, preceded him in death. 

In 1924 he was elected State Repesentative from Allamakee County, 
and from 1929 to 1932 served as state senator from the fortieth senator_ 
ial district. 

He was active in aU civic affairs, especially in securing Waukon's 
Memorial Hospital. A member of the Masonic fraternity for fifty years, 
the Shrine and Consisto ry, charter member of the Golf and Kiwanis 
Clubs, and an active member of the Presbyterian Chu rch, where he 
served as trustee until his death. 

B~ It Resolved by the S~f16te of the Fifty-Pfth General Auemblll: 
That in the passing of the Honorable John H. Hager, the state has lost a 
valuable and honorable citizen and one who contributed unselfish service 
to the State of Iowa. 

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread on 
the Journal of the Senate, and that. the Secretary of the Senate be 
directed to forward an enrolled copy to the members ot the family of the 
deceased. 

WM. L INNEVOLD, 
A . J . JOHNSON, 
GEORGE L. SCOTT, 

The r esolution was unanimously adopted. 

Committee. 
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226 10W:\ OFFI CIAL REGISTER 19:!')-19JO 

\ ~ rsity L.;. .... Sd',~, l in 1 9~O, O.luLc r lu. J'I);. en Li , lrol ill B31\~ry C, J J " lh l'iel,j 
Artillery. and on :\p. il l~ . 1918, " hi Ie ~:,,:i nnN:l t e,m!' n 'HI,1;<:. I ",,,,, "as inju red 
in .1 motor Irllck :ledden! " hieh r c,"i!e'! in his I""nl: ,~,,\r;I\e<.1 tn the " TIny h" ' I,;131 
until the 4th ,.by of J.'n \l~ r ~ , 1919. \\-h;: <: ~ pa tie nt in the army h'''I'; I,,1 :It Fo rt 
Du Moinu, l ow~. in 19 1:1. he met DtEl .la Kin ...,". of :l.lin l\ca poli~. ).[;nn., " R ed 
Cross nu rse. " 'hom he "':I.nN follow;,,!>: his gratin,, ! inn f.,.", the n,,;,c. s il ), in 1920. 
He has one d.1u l:hter ;lntl two sons. S ,n,-c I'J.!O ha s l)«n C11,1;.1,1;ClI in the pr,1ct iCt of 
la w in the city o f llonne. Iowa, :1.1,,1 is a member o f Ihe firm o f llaker and Dvran. 
Has ncver held any olher poli\:,,,1 offi(c. "l emlle . " j the .\mcric;UI Legiun. A, F. 
and A. M .. B. P. O . E .. .... . T. O . fraternity. and the Lions club of Boone. E lected 
to state senate No\"eml>u 6th. 19.!S. Republican i.n poli tics. 

JOSEP H R. FIAILF.y.-SenMor irom the first di§trict. composed of Lee cuunty. w,,< 
born in Ft. Madison, March 2, 18i6. Graduated Ft. Madi5<)n high school in 1893 ; 
State Uni"er§ity of Iowa. liberal arts. 1898; law, 1900. Second lietllenant, Company 
F, Fiftieth Iowa Infantry, Uni ted Slates Voluntee". dlt ri n~ Sp.;.ni§h-Amcrican war. 
~nd up to the time this rellimen! was mu~!ered out of sen ' ice. Cit)' solicitor of Ft. 
Madison from 1905 up to the time he took his sc:n in the scnMe. at which time he 
resigned. Served as a member of the st~te len~te irom Lee county in the thirty·si:<th, 
thirty,sc"cnth, thirt),·eighth, thirt)'-ninth. forty·second and forty ·third genera l as · 
semblies. Connected with the legal depaftment of the Al<"hison, Tof>C\ca and Santa 
Fe Rail road from 1900 to 1905. Practiced law in Ft. ~Iadi~ s ince 1905. Is mar
ried. Republican in poli tics. During the poli ti cal campaigns of 1920, 1924 and 
1928. he spoke for the republican national committee in many ' Ia lel . He is trustee 
of the Cattermole Memorial Library in Ft. ~Iadison. ;mll " 'as one of the trustees 
of the $250,000 gift of Ale.'I:l.nder Coleman. EsqUire. fur the purpose of building a 
road in Lee and H enry counties. Iowa. 

F lED C. G,LCHIlST.-Senator from the fift i~th distr ict , "as born in Penn! )'lvania 
in 1868, remO"ed to low.a lSi! , .and has Ii"ed he re , ince. Edu~~ted in ~Ol11mOn 
schoob and at SI~te teachers' colle,:e. Taught school ,,,'u )'ears and w~s ~0""1)" 
superintendent of Pocahontas counly IS90·9!. COn11' !cted law COUrK :1\ state un i· 
versity of 10"'a in 1893 and was admitted til tllC b.u. ~larried Ellen Hurley in HI?6 
and has three children. Was" member of the house in the twenty-ninth genual 
u5Cmbly. Elected to the senate in 1922 and re·electeoJ in 1926 ..... republican in 
poli tics. Residcocc, Laurens. 

O. E. GVNDUSON.-Scnator from the fort)··first district. compo!ed of ),litchelL 
WinnebalirO and \Vorth coun ties. wu bom in Worth count)" . l (lwa. Feb r \l~ry 25. 1375. 
He wal educaled in Ihe rural schools. St. Ansg~r Seminar)' aud ]nst i lut~. and the 
Northern Illinoi, Normal School. For K "eral ),c.1rll he was engaged in brming. 
merchandising ~nd teaching. In 190J w.as elected counly super;lltendent of Worth 
county and served nine )"ears. He mO"ed to Forest City in 1913 and has been in
terested in farminll'. banking and insurance. The communit ies in which he has 
lived have called upon him to serve 3S town clerk. councilman. member o f tbe eounty 
f.ai r board, of the til)" commercial club and as pr c~ioJent of the bo~ rd of trustees of 
the city library. In 1897 he married Gurine Finnesg~rd of Kenyon, ~linnesota. 
and has t ... ·o children, Esthu :lnd H:ln·ey. ....nother son, ),laurice . accide ~ tally 
drowned at Clcak Lake. :\(Igust ~,192~. Elected senator in 1 9Z ~. Re· electcd, 1928. 
A republican in polit ics, 

J. H. HAcu.- Senator from .... lbmakec and Fa)'ette count ies, W:lS born in .... lIa
makee county , August 30. 1871. Received his educ:ltion in the rur~l schools ami at 
the Breckenridge Preparatory and Business Institute of Decorah, Iowa. Was <jvar. 
tennaster se rgeant, company I. ~9 Iowa Vol. infantr)·. during the Spanish·American 
.... ar. In 1895. he COII'311'W in the f.ann implement business .at Waukon, and in 1908 
added the Buick line of car, and has since continued in that busine§l. \Vas married 
1une 14 , 1905, to Gr.ace Falby, formerly of Burlington. Vcrmont. Member o{ th~ 
Presbyterian church. Shrine tonsi$lory .. nd K. P. lodge. a th3fter member of the 
Kiwani, d ub. SeTl'ed three )'ears as president of the chamber of COmnlerCe. Elected 
representativc in 192~ and 1926. Ele<:ted state senator in 1928. Republican in poli
tics. 
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Marjorie ELeanor (Kobriler) Hager. named him 
Ronaldo Jolln ... Ronaldo to honor the husband 
of Iht ,unl/midwife who hcl~d in his deli-'cry 
and John be(aus.e Ihey wlllled to call him Jack . 
His mOlher often leased Ihal she wanted a Tom, 
Dick. and Harry. bUI inslud,ol a Bob, Jack. and 
Jerry. (H is wife Isks, "Then why did she name 
them Roben. Gerald. and Ronaldo?" ) Jack and 
his \wDolder brothers were born in three oonsec· 
utive lea p years. 

. 1nendcd elemental)' school in Caslalia. 
]. e was also I n aelh"c member of Zion 
L .. n Cllurch there. While living in Castalia, 
he '\lended PC»lvillc High School where he par
tiCIpated in all spom offered. bUI sa)'! his beSI 
memorie$ are orrool1)a1l and lrack. He Jl1Idu.l
ed from Postville Hi&!! in 19S!i. He joined Ille 
U.S. Army JD July of 1955 and ~r"ed .1 Iron 
O,m. in Border, R~en ~rman)'''''lIilestalioned 
II Landsllul. Germany. He completed t .... o ~ars 
of Icti"e duty. Then lie allended Greer SlIop 
Train inl, Inc .. inCll iealo"andcomp1cted tllecer
lifica tion requiremenl5 in rtfrileration and air 
conditioninl on March 10, I'IS . Wllile anend
ingclasses in Cll icago.lle also worked in the mail 
depanment at Ihe LaSalle Street Stat ion. 

On June I, I/iSS he mamed ~lIene Elaine 
Schuhz. They lived in Monona. [o .... a .... lIeK Jack 
hauled milk for Carnation Milk Planl and ~I
lene lIughL fifth ...... de. In I'IS9 they moved 10 
PO$lvitle. Jlck conlinued 10 haul milk for sever.1 
years. then started workinl for PO~lville Imple_ 
menl Company ... ·hert he is currently employed. 
Dellene conllnued teachinl in the Monona .nd 
Post"iIle sci"lools. 

Dellene (Scllultz) Hagn ... -as born in Postville, 
Iowa on Ma~ IS. 1937. tile daughter of Harvey 
and Hanie (VOlt) Schuhz. She has one ,iSler, 
Joan (Sclluhz) Moort. Dellene anended first 
srade at West Gro~e School in Allamakee Coun
ty nu r Posl~ilIe , then completed lIer elementary 
~nd lur.h school education in Postville. gradual
inS from Post~illc High School in 1955. (T he 
Ganof 1'155 SLaned the Post~illc Youth Cen ter, 
and Dellene is proud 10 have Ihe firsl member
shIp clrd.) She completed Ihe Iw().year leacher 
education pro&ram allowa Slue Teacllers' COl
lege In 1'IS7 Ind belln lIer luchins carttr in 
Monona. lowi . She continued her educalion 
... ·hile tcachinland sraduaud wilh hilh honors 
from the Unh'ersilY of Northern lo ... -a in I%g. 
SlIe Iscurrtnllyleachinl,n Postville andcontin. 
ues to lake inlemlins courses for college credit. 
FOT f'i ny years. she hiS betn a member ofOub 
• ' jlOur. a communil)" orpnizal ion .... hose 
( ts are study. service. and sociabilit)·. 

IS an aelh'e and dedlcaled member ortlle 
Posl"llle Volunleer F,re Departmem. chairman 
of the Post"llIe !'ark Board. and a memberoflhe 
MasonIC Lod,e and EI Kahir Shrine 

Jad and IXlltn ~ are members of SI. Paul 
Lutheran Church. The~ enjo) ,olfin,. boating. 
traveling. readin,. and d,nners " 'ilh relatives 
and fnt nds. 

JAMES AND DEBORAH (SCH ULTZ) 
HAGER 

James N. Ha,CT was born in 1'145 to Nathan 
Ind AlII Ha,erofWaukon. He allendcd Ludlow 
Counlry School n and Waukon HiJ.h School. 
Jim liso served wilh the National "uard. Jim 
sllned farmin, with his father •• fter ...... dull;n' 
from Waukon H id> School and allended Hum· 
bolt InSl ilute in Minneapolis. 

bmn Jason J",hua Deborah Ha,er 

In 1971. he married IXbof1lh LA. Haler, 
daulllier of ao~ and Lorraine Scllullz of POSI· 
ville. IXbbie ...... dualed from Poslville High 
School Ind lltended Mankato Stile ColI~e . 
And no"" " 'orb as the Allamakee County 4-H 
PTOIfIm Assistant. They are the parenlS or l .... o 
sons. J.son James Hager and Joshua JOM 
Hager. Jason and Joshua allend Allamakee 
CommunilY Scllools. IXbbie and Jim belonlto 
Zalmona Prtsbyterian Church. Farm Burtau 
and other aaric uliural and communilY associl
, ions. They farm in Ludlow on Ihe Ha~er farm. 
tha t .... as purchased in 1854 by Jim s Great
Grandfather Fredrick Hager an immigrant from 
Germany. 

Fredrick Hagerwas amon'lheearly seulers in 
lowl and who came 10 this section of the state in 
1&49. He came 10 America between 1&46-1&4&. 
He was suppose to serve in Ihe Germ.n Irmy. 
but paid 1\ man to take his place. Ih is ..... s cunom-
1T)'lnd permissibleinGerm'lnyallhis lime. The 
man who look his pla<:c: was killed in Ntl\e. Frt· 
drick elme 10 Wisconsin and worked ncar She
boypn. After working here for sometime his 
employer pvc him a choice of his wales ofalot 
ofland soulh ofthert. The land was siluated in 
whal is no .... Ihe ChicI,o loop area. He ehoose 
wa,es and traveled 10 Allamakee Count\: .nd 
purchased land from Ihe .&overnment by a Ori,i
nal Palenl si lned by PreSIdent F ran klin Pi ~rce In 
1854. T his land is situated in Ludlow To ... 'nship 
weSI of Wau kon. He Ihen murned to I!linoisand 
worked on I farm for wages and 10 learn lospeak 
EnaJish more fluenlly. Fred rick also spen t each 
winter in Missouri CUllins wood for Ihe river 
bNts for needed ca~h. Fredrick's 1"'0 sisten. 
Mrs. AUlust Simmon~ and M rs. Conrad Sander· 
min and one brother. Simon Ha,er llso came 
from (krntan)' \O seille in Ihis area. One brolller. 
Henrick Hager Slayed on the famil) farm In Ger
many . 

Frednek married Miss WilhelmIna HelmIng 
in 1838 and aftcr tile .... edding Ihey made thelT 
home in Ludlow on the land he had purchased 
yurs earlIer. He cleared. broh. fneed Ihe land 
and made improvcments .... hen pD5sible. In 1875 
he replaced Ihe ori~inal farm d .... ellin& .... I\h a 
brick home Ihat is slIlI being u~ed . Fredrick and 
Wilhelmina had 12 children. MaT)' Sophie Ilager 
Opfer, Helen Hager Krampe. MInn ie H.,er 
Wolters. Annie Hager Stark. 0 11 0 Julius Hager. 

Martha Hager Kie!>lu . John Hager. Lydia Hager 
Ludekin,. Paul Hager. Emma Hiler Opfer. and 
Clara Hager Opfer. One child died in Infaney. 

Their son Paul Hager. after ,0inllO school at 
Lime Spiings Normal TllIininl and becoming I 
I~achtr relurned home and helped .... ilh Ihe farm. 
Paul also taulhl school in Ludlo ... · Counlry 
School Num~r _2 and -3. Paul mamed Flon 
Buellell in 1904. Her father .... ., Ihe Re\"~rtnd 
Michael Buelldl of Zalmon. Prtsbyterian 
Church in Ludlow. Flora llso \auaht schOOl in 
Ludlo'" Counlry School _3 only at I different 
lime. They had f,,'e children: RObert Ha,er. 
retired schoolteacher, Waukon: ESIller HaSer 
Yates relired secrelaT)', Seminole Florida; Ahce 
Hager Tobin. retired schoolteacher, Adams Wi5' 
consin; Lois Hager Simmonds, retired school. 
teacher. Waukon and Nuhan Hager relired far
mer, Wau kon. 

Paul's son Nathan bcpn firming with his 
father on Ihe family farm af,er hilh school. 
Natllan married AlII Gilbert50n dau$htcr of 
Carl and H ilda Gilbertson of Waterville m 1'142. 
Alta ... -orked for Dr. 8a.kkum in Waukon. Nathan 
Ind Al ia ha" e been and still are aCli"e in many 
communit)" orpnizations in Waukon. They 
reside in Waukon. Nalh.n and AlII Ire Ihe par
ents of Ihrtt sons; James N. Haler, Waukon. 
Steven M. Hager. Waukon and Randall C. 
Hager. Marsllalilown. Theyalso lIa ve one grand· 
daulhter Shay Hager. Marshalltown and 1 .... 0 
arandsons, Jason and Jo~hua Hager Waukon. 

JOHN (JACK) AND DENISE (WHITE) 
HAGER 

John (Jack) Jeffry Ha/,er w., born 6·16·46 10 
Donald S. andAlice(Pa mer) Hal er in Wau kon. 
He vew up on a fann in Ludlo ... · Township with 
his paKnts. older sister DaneUe and youn,er 
brolher Alan Dale. 

John (Jack) and IXni~ H.,u Miellte!. Jcm. Om";,,,. 
And,..,.. March 1'188 

Donald S. Haserwas born !i·3·200n the home 
farm in Ludlow 10AIbert Simon and Anna (Hel
ming) Hager. On 2.7.4 1. Donald married Alice 
Palmer(bom 11-15·18) who was tile daughler of 
lames Raymond and Della (invick) Palmer. 
Donald farmed in pannership with lIis father for 
eleven years unlil Albert and Anna moved to 
lown. During Ihese years the IWO families lived 
in Ihe farm house and Jack was able \0 folio .... 
bolh men around the farm . 

Den iJ;( M. WhiLe was born 3·29·47 in 
LaCrosse, Wisconsin to J. Roben (Bob) and 
Uvonne (Hummel) White. She is the Ihlrd of 
nine children . hlVinl fourbrolhers and four sis
,,~ 

Bob White ..... 5 born )·g·21 10 James C. and 
GeneviC\'e (Lambe") White . Bob .... IS I rural 
mail carrier for 30 years. owned a eallie leasinl 
company and a couple farm$. In 1911. Sob ... ·u 
ci«ted Mayor of Waukon and served m tllal 
capaclly until his duth 10-4·72 ora heart allack. 

Uvonne D Hummel .... as born 9.5.21 to AI,"In 
P. i1nd Frieda (Chynk.) lIummel in New Hamp
lon , [o,,·a. Uvonne marri~d Bob Whilt on 9.20-

" Jack Ha,er and ~nise While. hi,h school 
s,,·cclhean$. "'ere mamed .... hile allendin& Iowa 

'" 
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JO P.\ST AXD PRESE:\T OF ALLA~JAKEE COLSry 

church and the latter is active in church and Sunday school work. A resident 
of this se<t ion for fifty-six years and continuously identi fi ed with its growth 
and development, 1h. Sherman has become widely and favorably known in the 
locality as a man enterprising in business, progressive in citizenship and faithful 
to all the ties and obligations of ]ife--<lne of Allamakee county's most honored 
pioneers. 

O. ] . HAGER. 

0. ] . Hager occupies a notable place in financial circles of Waukon as president 
of the First National Bank, while his connections with other leading institutions 
through investment or official service make him also one of the country's most 
conspicuously success ful financiers. He is a native son of Iowa, born in Alia· 
makee county April 7, 1867, a son of Fred Hager, who was among the early 
settlers in Iowa and who came to this section of the state in 1849. He married 
here Miss Wilhelmina Helming and after the wedding took up a claim some six 
miles beyond Waukon which he cleared, broke and fenced and upon which he 
made many substantial improvements, replaci ng his original farm dwell ing by a 
good brick residence and making his property one of the finest and most valuable 
in the section. When he left the farm he moved into Waukon and there spent the 
last years of his life, passi ng away November 4, 1909, having survived his wife 
since ISg I. 

O. ] . Hager was reared upon his father 's farm and acquired his primary edu
cation in the public schools. supplementing this by a three years' course in Decorah 
College. After laying aside his books he taught for four years but at the end 
of that time came to \Vaukon, where he aided in organiz ing the First National 
Bank with a capital stock of fifty thousand dollars. Mr. H ager was made cashier 
and he served in that capacity for five years, advancing afterward to the position 
of president, an office which he st ill holds. The bank purchased an old building 
which they tore down and replaced by the present modern and commodious 
st ructure which is !.;omplete in furni shings and equipment and a worthy com
petitor with the finest financial institutions in the state. The capital stock has 
been increased to one hundred thousand dollars and an extensive and grow ing 
patronage has been built up, much of the success of the concern being due to 
Mr. Hager's able and far-sighted management. He is conneded in an important 
way with various other banks in this vicinity, being president of the Waterville 
Savings Bank ; vice president of the New Albin Savings Bank, and a stockholde r 
and director in the Dorchester Sav ings Bank. He is connected in a simila r way 
with the Brownsyille State Bank of Brownsv ille, Minnesota, and has come to be 
known as one of the authorities on finance in this part of the country, his stand
ing being based on twenty yea rs of able work along financial lines. 

Extensive and important as are his banking interests, ).Jfr. Hager has yet 
found time to devote to other lines o f activity and during the period of his resi
dence here has been prominently connected with many profitable business enter
prises. He is a real-estate dealer on an extens ive scale, buying and sell ing Iowa 
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and Minnesota lands and specializing in improved and unimproved farm proper
ties, in which he has Yaluable holdings. 

On September 20, IgJO, Mr. Hager married Miss Ella Stevens, who was 
born, reared and educated in Waukon. She is a daughter of Peter Stevens, 
one of the original settlers in Allamakee county and for a number of years a 
prosperous farmer. He later moved to Waukon. Mr. and Mrs. Hager are the 
parents of two daughters, Heh=n and Anna. The family arc members of the 
Presbyterian church and are well knowll in religious and social circles. They 
occupy a modern and beautiful residence in \Vaukon which Mr. Hager erected 
and which they have made a center o f hospitality for their charming circle of 
friends. Fraternally Mr. Hager is connected with the Knights of Pythias and 
his political allegiance is given to the republican party. A man of high worth 
and sterling integrity , he is widely known throllghout Allamakee county, a com
munity which has known him during hi s entire life. 

HON. JOW, F. DAYTON. 

There is scarcely a phase of legitimate activity in Allamakee county in which 
Hon. John F. Dayton is not successful and prominent and to the advancement 

vhich he has not by his ability, industry and enterprise made substantial 
cVlltributions. He is one of the county's political leaders, an able and success
ful member of the bar, a force in the development o f the fruit growing industry 
and each year of his activity since he came to Waukon in 1873 has witnessed his 
growing prominence in all of these fields of endeavor. 

Mr. Dayton was born in Saratoga counly, New York, January 10, 1849, and 
is a son of Dr. Simon N. and Lydia (Houghton) Dayton, natives of New York. 
Dr. Dayton spent his youth and early manhood in that state and afterward moved 
to Illinois, locating in Rockford, where he engaged in the general practice of 
medicinc until 1890, when he returned to New York and located in Corinth, 
where he spent the last years of his life, dying there in the fall o f 1899. His 
wife survived )lim only a few months. passing away in February, 1900. 

John F. Dayton grew to manhood in Rockford, IUinois, and acquired his 
education in the public schools. graduating from the Rockford high school with 
the class of 186i. He was afterward a student in Beloit College for three yea rs 
and when he left that institution read law in Rockford. In 1873 he came to 
Iowa and settled in \Vaukon, where he was admitted to the bar. In the same 
year he formed a partnership \\'jlh his uncle, Hon. Henry Dayton, and their 
association has continued since that time. the firm being today one of the strongest 
in the county, connected through its pat ronage with much important litigation. 
Mr. Dayton served'as county attorney for two years and in public life pro\'ed 
as able, far- sighted and progressi\'e as he is in the pri"ate practice of his pro
fession, 

Aside from his work in the general practice of law :\fr, Dayton is also well 
known in Allamakee county as an extensive fruit grower. In 1878 he planted 
. 'ost forty anI's of land in grape~. strawberries. and ra spberries and later 

.ed a nursery. where he special izes in raisi ng apple trees and others bearing 
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ALLAMAKEE 

SlolC! Bonk. CIo",sle Mlnn ; 1924_32 del> 
elk of d ,,, ,ourl of Aliomokee Co; 1932-
3( in. oQI & on "'''''pope ' wo.k; 19)(_ 
(I k 01 dill court of Allomok"" Co; AF&AM 
!I(; Norweg ian Luln en of Arne •. Waukon; 
hobbies, corp wo.k, gorden,"O; tet W Mo,,,, 
Waukon. 

nEDRIC ICSON, AOO LPH R: Ph.,.icion & 
Surgeon; b Adoml. N 0 Apt 3, 18S8; $ of 
Corl F Fredrickson_Anno A\J9ullson; Old 
Wolsh Co N 0: Slole NOrmal Seh, Mayville 
NO 1912; U of M'M; gfo<! 51 Loui. U Scn 
of M~, 51 Loui. Mo, MD 1920; m A lma 
S 8e'g June II , 1924 Coon Volley W .. ; 
I Jornes D, Robert K; 1920_21 interne SI 
Fte"c;, HOl P, Lo Cros.., Wi. ; 1921 _ proc 
med, Lonsing; 1930. cily health .. ofe.; 
du.inlO'l World War enl in SATe, 51 Lo,,;. u, 
diKh Dec 20. 1919. 51 Loui. Me); Am". 
l~ion ~t 50. lonsing; Allomakee Co & 
lowo SI Me.:! Socs; Kiwani •• en mbr. POST 
pres; AF&AM 1~4. pasl masler; Presby 
Cn; Rep; 011 & reI Lansi ng . 

GAUN ITZ, HAROLD W: Merchont; b 
Lanling, Iowa Mar 2, 1891; I of Ferdinand 
F Gounitz-Anna C Barlheld; fll lan$ing HS 
1908; m Ethel M ThompSOn Ju,,", 8. 1920 
lansing; 1909_12 emp by Ol iver I.an Mining 
Co, Evelelh Minn; 1912_16 emp in RR con
"ruclion work wilh H e Carlelan & Co, 
Pr ince George, B C, Canada, loler in Can· 
Odion Prov incIal police force 01 B C; 1916_ 
18 wllh father & bfolher in Gounitz Mar_ 
kel. lansing. 1919_ pt, of brolher; mbf 
Kh bet Lonllng , pelt pres; dUt' lng World 
War enl in US army May 11, 1918 Carrp 
Humphrey Va, sgl July 11, 1918, Aut! 
h lrd to OTS, Comp Taylor Ky, No~ 26. 
1918 commd lield arly; Am .. legion posl 
50. pa~' 4th dis' comm; Kiwani s; BSA. 
areo committeeman; DES 177, worthy PO
Iron; AF&AM U4, posl menler; Dreoby Ch; 
Rep, counly chmn Re p Service leog .... ; 
hobbies; hunllng, golf; off Gounit z Mar. 
kel; res lon.ing, 

GILB ERTSON, THOMAS S: Posl Office 
Clerk; b Lonsi"O, Iowa June 3, 1905; s of 
Henry H Gillle,lSon-Mary xholer; ed 
lansIng HS 1923; m Irma McGee Dec 29, 
t933 Decorah; 1923- clio, in P 0; Kiwonl " 
pre.; past mbr Woukon Goll Club; AF&AM 
I~., pod mos ter; Federoled Ch; Rep; hob_ 
bin: f i,ning & goll; off & reo Lan$ing. 

GILCHRIST, W T: Opf ic ian; b Wheel ing. 
W Va Apr 27, 18S3; • of John Gilthri.t. 
Elizabeth Si"Olelon; ed Wheeling W Va; 
UnIon C,ly; lansing HS; U 01 Iowa 1882; 
Rush Med Call, Chicago III, MO 1884; m 
Alice I NesmIth Apr 6, 1875 lan.ing; • Dr 
J M; d EI .... I; 188._1916 OI)r drug .Ior. 
& prac med, Waukon; 1916_ OI)lician & 
OI)lomel,i.', Wo ...... on; post dir Waukon 
Khs; poo t mbr CIty coun; mbr ~ol med 
$er~ice corp,; US ormy; pas! mbr Waukon 
Golf Club; AF&AM 15 ~ , SO yea.s mb', 
lreas; Meth Ch, po" I.usl et; Rep; hobbies: 
golf, fishing; off & .e. Waukon. 

GLYNN, SAMUn. : Rallrood Slation 
Ag.nl; b Cloyl.,." Iowa July 15, 188.; s 01 
A lf.ed V Glynn_l."" lope; fll lansIng HS 
1903; m B. lsy KolStud Feb 26, 191 6 
Wale.vllle; I Raymond E; d COila V; 1903. 
05 oppr in RR station, lanSIng; 1905_13 
reli ef man 01 various slalions; 1913_U 

~~ ir"9f':~lh:;~~~m:: ~!~~~~~~~pLa;:: 
WOlervtlle; past mayo. 10 years; posl mb. 
& ;I.es Walerville cons.olidcled seh bel' 
BrOlherhood of RR Telegraphe,.; PTA; 
Lulh Ch. PO" I.uttee ; Rep; hObbies: base_ 
ball. ba.kelba!l; off Milwaukee Siolion; .es 
Wate,vllle. 

GOR DON, W HOWAR O: SKretary & 
B~in"" Manager C.eomery; b Bre wster, 
M IM May 28, 1909; • of Willis 5 Go.don
Ann" A F.ienz; fll B."ws te. Mlnn HS 1928; 
Iowa 51 CoU. .horl cou ... ; m Lorna L 
Sft~rmon June 20. 1939 Waukon; 1933_. 0 
Do")' Herd Imp.ovemenl Assn s"""r, Wau
kon; 19. 0- wey & bUlintU Mg' Farmers 
Waukon', CO-OI) Creamery, Waukon; AI _ 

lamckee Co Fa.m Bu. ; mbr Cow Tesl lng 
A!.~n; POst ael,ve Aflama kee CO 4_H Club 
wo.k; Z,on Reform Ch; Rep ; hobbles: 1 .. 1'1· 
ing. hunt Ing; off Co-operallve Creamery ; 
.es 502 Allamo o.ee, Waukon. 

GRA[BU, 80YD HORAC E: 5upe"ntend
enl 01 xhaals; b Sheldahl, Iowa Jan 14. 
1901 ; • of Ph Illip l Graebe._Hame n Aile· 
mann; cd Mayf ield ru'al Kh; She ldahl H5 
1921; ISTC, BSc 1927; U of Iowa, MA 
1932; KapPO Della Phi; Alpha Della A lpha; 
m Mo.y N Hosk ing June 16, 1936 51 Paul 
Minn ; d Suson M, GallO; 1923-24 teh •• 
Mericlen , 192.-2S ceoch & prln; 1925. 21 
cooc:h & p. ;n , G.and MePdow cons.olidaled 
seh; 1927-31 sUPI of sehs, Grand Meadow 
cons.olida ted K h; 1931_38 IUp t o f sehl, 
Gut tenberg; 1938- supt 01 sehs, Poslv ille; 
Allamak« Co xhaalmasl"" Club , p.e,; 
ISTA; NEA; Comml Club; 10'111'1 olhers or· 
ganlzlng P<ntville Golf Club; Af&AM, 
P.esby Ch; Inde?; hobby: .eading biog.a
phies & history; off xhool; .es Poslv ille . 

GRANGAARD, ALEXANDER: Merchanl . 
b Waukon , Iowa Dec 2., 1B92; s of Arn. 
Gra"Ooord-Carrie Sandel; ed Waukon; Val
de .. Coli, o.cora h ; Saulhern M inn Call, 
AlIIlln M inn ; m Mable H Johnson J ..... . 
1918 Waukon; • Walle. H; d Arleen, Ber. 
nice M, AcIeline M; 1928_31 mg. EQuily 
Gen 510'e; 1931_33 d isl ag ' , Bankers l,/e 
In. Co , 0 " Moines; 1933_ owner & apr 
g roc . Iart, Walerv ille; post mbr ..:1'1 b~ 
18 yeors; mbr val fire d"pt, Wal.rvllle; 
city councilman, Walervllle; lulh Ch; In_ 
deI>; hobbles! f i,ning & hunting ; off & res 
Wole'vllie. 

GRIEBn, JOHN K: Publ is her; b 0":0.01'1 . 
Iowa Feb ., 1886; • of M Griebel_Roch. l 
Helgeson; ed Decorah pub Kh.; mAlice 
Doni"l, July 13. 1916 Decorah; d Shi.ley . 
Geneviev., Kalhleen, Joon; 1899-1904 " mp 
in job dept of Decorah Penten; 1904-06 
with folhe. Opt iob plant, Decorah; 1906-
08 p. in le., D.nve r Colo; 1908 homesteocled 
in Slope Co N D, 1908_ I 3 du.ing winle" 
p"nler on weekly poper Bowman Co PIO
neer, N D, during summers on home.lead; 
19 13 look eour ... .,., linotype operal ing . 
ChlCogo III; 19 1"3_" emp on fayette C.., 
Union, 191._19 Deco,oh Jou.nol; 1919.21 
" mp in various firml , Minne apol is Mlnn ; 
1921·26 editor & publisher pope" Elkader ; 
1926-28 Owner third in , in J F Widman & 
Sans plant, McGtego.; 1928- owne., editor 
& publishe. Wau kon Democrat; past mbr 
Kh bd, Elkocle.; IPA, mb. since 192 1; Noll 
Edll A .. n; Iowa 51 Hist Sac; Pa.1 mbr 
Kiwani.; Geog.oph ical Sac; past mb. lOO~ ' 
AF&AM, Blue Lodge; FI.S! Presby Ch; 
hobby: Woodwork; o lf Waukon Democrol ; 
res 208 W Main, Wauk.,.,. 

GRI MM, LOIS A : Counly Supe. intend"n. 
of SchoolSi b Waukon, Iowa Aug JO, 1907; 
d of Be.' C G. imm.l.la Cummen. ; e:l 
Waukon HS; Jr Call, Waukon; U of Iowa, 
8A 1929, g.ad work in edn & sociology; 
Phi Sigma lola; 1929-39 English & SOCIal 
":>enc:e Ich •• Waukon HS: 1939_ Alloma_ 
kee Co supl of Khs, Waukon; ISTA; NEA; 
Iowa Sac for Crippled Ch,ld.en, ",cY-I.eos 
Allomokee Co unit; Sea,chlighl Club of 
Waukon; P •• sby Ch; Rep; hobbies: t.ovel. 
flowers; off & .es Waukon. 

GR OSSH ElM, A H : Cle'gyman; b Cin_ 
cinnali. OhIO Nov 6 , 1905; • of COft 
Grosshelm_Rou lepple; fll Cincinnati Ohio 
HS; HUOhes Nigh t Seh of C Incinnati; U of 
DubUQu" , BA 1929; Pre.by Theolog ical 
Seminary, BD 1932; g.ad wo.k U o f 10,",0; 
m Helen C Gernd t June 28, 1933 Mo:H"III
cello; 1932 paslor First P.my Ch, Malcom. 
1936 Willianuburg, 1939. Wauk.,.,; T,,_ 
Co Min is ter ial Assn; DES, POsl polron; 
Kiwani.: AF&AM; hobby: woodwo,king; "s 
515 W Main, Waukon. 

HAGER, JOt!,.N H, Reli.e d; b Waukon. 
Iowa Aug 30, 1871 ; • of Fred Hage.
Minnie He lming; ed rurol Kh.; Deco.ah 
Business Seh; m G.ac:" Falby June I., 1905 
Waukon; 1893·9. 0 .. 1 fortman, The Wau_ 
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!ton lbr Co; 1894_ Impl dlr. Waukon; 
1937_ rei; 1924-28 mb . Houw 01 R~p 
~ lsi to 441 1'1 gcn assemblies & Senot" 
43,d & •• ,1'1; durong Sp_ Amer War mbr 
4911'1 Iowa vol in l. Co I Camp Jacksonv,II .. , 
Quarte.maste. sgl , dlKh June 1899; USWV. 
adl t mony yeo .. ; Iowa Imp! Au n, eh mu.., 
po" p .... & d,,; Fa.m Bur. ch mb.; I(, iwoni~. 
~h mb. & pa~1 pre. ; Waukon Golf C lub, 
ch mbr; DES; AF&AM; Seal RIte 32 °; Yo.k 
RIl e; Sh.ine; KP , Pall mbr; P". by Ch, 
TruSlte ; Rep. pasl alterna le 10 R. p conv 
Kans.os City 1921. del to Iowa 51 con~ Des 
Me", ... 19.0; hobbles: '.avel & worts; .es 
11 E liberly. Woukon . 

HANSM(IU, UN T: Farmer & Doirv
man; b Waukon Co, 10,",0 Aug 2, 1892; 
s of Simmon Han 'meler_Minni e K'umme; ed 
Waukon HS; Woukon Business Call; m 
Elizabeth Stock Fib 28. 1917 BO~le. (dec 
July 22, 1933); • Ralph B, Harvey F, 
Ma.~ in N; d Rulh A (Mrs Mortin Nolt ing ), 
leona J; 1916-17 elk B H Beiber Clolhing 
510", Waukon; 1918.20 owner & apr ge rl 
~Io ... 80 ><'er; 1921-26 lo.me., neo. Ba><_ 
te.; 1926_ owner & ap. dairy fa.m. ne a r 
Waukon; Farm Sur. Jeffer""n fwp d ir of 
bd; mbr AM prog.om; lion Refo.m Ch, 
mb, eh bd; Rep; hobby: OUfdoor-s; res 
Raul. 3. Waukon. 

HAR RI50H, C C, Ve le.inarion; b lu· 
verne. Iowa Sepl IS , 1898; s of Cho.les 
G Harri""n_lda G.iffin; ed A.m.l.ong HS; 
Iowa 51 Call, DVM 1921; EI Pas.o; m Althea 
Opf". Dc:1 8. 1928 Waukon; d Ja .... , Rulh, 
Irene Morga.et; 1921-27 & 1929_ vel" r_ 
inarlan, Waukon; 1927_29 veterinarian. 
Arm.lrong; po" mbr CI ty ~oun 2 le,ms; 
during Wo.ld War enl Nevada Iowa SATC, 
di..:h 1918; Ame . le<;l ion~! 62; Easte.n 
& Iowa Vele""",), Med Assns; ch & POIt 
mbr Kiwoni.; Iowa 51 Trop,;hoofing As,n 
of Arne.; AF&AM; Zion Reformed Ch, 
Waukon; Rep; hobby: I.oplhooling: o ff & 
.es Wau kon. 

HAST fNGS, ELMU W: Denti.t ; b Wau_ 
kon . Iowa Ap' 23, 1890; • of Horvy A 
Hent '''9S_Laura S Shufflelon; ed Waukon 
HS 19 12; U of Iowa, OOS 1915; m Helen 
Evelyn M iller Dec 8, 1915 Iowa C it y; s 
Wayne E; d Dorothy l, Hel"n EI"anor; 
1915-16 den li sl, U.bano; 1906- dentisl, 
Waukon; 1926- mb. Kh lxi, Waukon; 
during Wo.ld Wa, in govl .... v'u check.ing 
IHlh of drolted men; ARC, POll pres 
county ch, county chmn roU call , dir since 
1930; post mb. SA; Dubucue Dill Denial 
Sac, pasl com mb'; Allamakee Co Denia l 
Soc, p.n; NE Iowa Denia l 51udy Club, 
p .... 1934 .... cy 1937; Iowa 5t Dentor Sac; 
AOA; Kiwani., P'''S 1939; BSA, com mbf; 
posl mbr IOO F; DES; AF&AM; Seat Rile 
32° , CI, nlon; Meth Ch. bel mbr "nee 1920. 
posl SS , uPI. pa.1 SS tch.; Rep . pCt com _ 
m itt.emon; hobbie. : fish ing, hl.",Ii"O. go. 
de ning, woodwork ; o ff 2. W Main; .es 2 $ 
W libe.ty, Waukon. 

HAUSMA N, fRED L, Merchonl; b AHa
makee Co. Iowa Feb 12. 1900; s of W F 
HOI.IIfTI(fn_Anna T'oendl,,; ed Allamek"" 
Co; Waukon HS 1917; m Bernice Ros' 
Aug 6. 1929 WInona Minn; • John F; d 
Sa.bara A; 19 14_17 while ott HS .hoe 
clio, in fi.m Ande.s.on &. SI.aall •• Waukon; 
19 17·20 emp w!Th Ander""n & SI,oo"., 
Wouko:H"l; 1920_27 pTr of M. Anderson in 
Anderson Shoe Co, Wauk.,.,; 1927_ pl r 
of He.man Haehlen in shoe firm HOllimon 
& Haehlen, Waukon; POSI mbr Iowa Shoe 
Retail". As~n; eh mb. Kiwanis; pas l mbr 
Waukon GoII Club: Waukon Gun Club; 
AF &AM; Seal Rite 320: Meth Ch; Rep; 
hobbies: fishi"O. hunl'no; off H & H Shoe 
Co; .e. Waukon. 

HAX MEIER, G L: Cle'gymon; b Jaclu.an 
Co, Iowa SeP' 20 . 1856; I of Henry Ha><
meier_Susan Memmers; ed Joeks.on Co; 51 
Lawrence Call, Calvary Sialion WI.; 51 
F.ancl' Seminary. Milwaukee Wis; G.ond 
Seml""ry, Monlreol Canada; ordained Dec 
22. 1879; gave hi moss Dec 27, 1879, SI 
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S'l'ORY OF mE: 

KARL Kl!1lIIIJEII FAllILI 

Oar graD.dfatbor. Karl Krueger . was bOl'll ill the German prorillco of Lippe
De'baol.d about 1830. Lippe-Detmold va.e: one ot tbe low proV1n:::ea near the Neth
erlands bordar. At that time each of theee little German provinces had ita 
ow dialect, ca.l.led Low-Geman. Th.e ofticinl or state language of German: 
vas that ot the Pru.ss1an conquerors and W8 known a.e High-Germa.n .. 'l'biil 1«18 

the language ot the goyernment and. of the 8choole., The dialects 8pOken in the 
Tarioue provin.;es diftered enough so that people hac! difficulty in understand
ing OIle another. Many learned to speak High-Gaman as well .. Our grandparents 
OD both sides of the tamUy !!pOke a very correct High-Gennan. 

Karl va8 apprenticed to a draper in hie early teens and 'II'ork!!3d at that 
trade for seveR years. He told us of making a8nY swatches for e wealthy land
ower's da;,agb.ter. She was to be married and said that her order .... ou1d be IS 
big one. Karl took great paine vi th her project but ahe ended up with order
ing onl,. one tablecloth. The 10UIlS weaver liae disgusted. Among our childhood 
memories il5 that ~ a hand.- wOVttU 11l1en t&blGcloth he had made . Un.!ortunately 
tbie cloth was lost through various loanings and 1IOT1ng8 ~ It should have been 

" kept as a ramllJ' heirloao . 

In ~ later toone Karl spent several summers in The Netherlands, cutting 
hay and grain vith a lSCyth$ ~ to ea..rn a bit of cash" An apprentice rec:eiYed. no 
wagee.. 'nl. ek1ll he developed here served b10 1IIe11 in later years. 

He had ems brother and one e1eter older than he" . Even in ,hie childhood 
he rebelled at the regimentation of lite in Germany. Hie stories about the 
arrogant German scboolmol'lters of that day and about the pcapOt!B PI"UE'eian 
drillmasters ot the army entertained and faSCinated hie grandchildren o He wae 
a master etorjteller and his talee al~aye p~cked a good laugh. They never grew 
old with re-telllllg. 

At 18 b. was required to take military tra1.n1.ng.. The years covered the 
hardships ot thoee army days nth a veil of humor that w. aJ.l loved. A fa:vOl'
ite et·.:..ry was that about a minor ofticer who had stopped to reprimand him for 
a slight error in 1li8 ee.luts when he met him an the parade grounds . Ae the 
man turned to go he stepped into A mud puddle and t~ll flat ~ ~n8 Etory alway6 
ended with ''Potz, aa lag er" and a twinkle' ot glee in hie eye tMt mad" the 
marrnt1ve eYen more vivid. 

Betore another year ot army lite t Karl's innermost being rebelled so come> 
pletely th£t he decided to go to America. Be had ~ery little money but some 
friends were going and they l!!ere able to help hl..m fiuance the trip ~, To evade 
army eervice it \I1aB necessary for them to cross the border and embark from 
Holland .. 

'1'h.~li ~s.nded in Ne~~E!k.. 'nIere were four of them , Karl' 8 co:nper_i..ons 
.... ere r~ Belminge (aour/, Heinrich Ruegge[!,!tleiar I and fiedericl:; Haser .. ilie 
many other yOUllg immigrants, they found work on the farm lands of No\,: York 

I 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

state . Jtarl's firet job was to gather wood tor the huge fireplace . Be told 
U6 that the first English word he learned vats ''backlog'' which he pronounced 
"betiog". At harvest time there was another new word which he learned the 
hard va,.. "hU!'r7UP". a. wae the fil'st of se.eral meD who were cutting a field 
of grain vi th scythes. The men back: of him were constantly trying to annoy 
him by telling the young Dutchman to burry up. Finally, he rea11.zed what they 
meant and applied the strength and sk1ll he had acquired in Rolland and was 
soon aromld the field and back of the others where be could tell them to 
"hurry up"o 

The four friends were industrious and frugal and were 800n able to heed 
the call of the day "Go West, Young Manno Tbey purchased a small stock of 
thimbles, needJ.ee , pins, etc., and eet out •••• barterina: for 1Ie&.16 and lodging 
with their stock of notions which pioneer women everywhere needed. They 
forged on to the Chicago area . Chicago was then the State's second largost 
city, located in the damp swampy region along ~he south end of Lake Michigan. 
It was not a health,. spot. Without drai.nage and \1ithout pure wster. ague, 
typhoid, and other diseasee of damp swampy places ~ere preTalent . Land 
could have been bought tor 1 - 5 dollars per acre in what ie now Chicago's 
loop and lake shore area, but the young Ge!"alans vsnted none ot ito They wanted 
good tarm land with pure water and 80ple fuel o They had carried vood and 
vater tar in the homeland where soil was poor ~ 

Again they headed West o This time with axee and an oxteam and again armed 
with trinkets and Dotiona like those that had served them 80 well on their 
prertoue trip_ Galena, Illinoi8, the boomi..ng lead !IIin1.ng center of the 5O'e ( 
and 60'5, in the hill country near the Mississippi Rher t beckoned.o However, 
the land hungry young compatriote passed through Galena, croased the MiBsi86~ 
ippi and pushed on into northeaetern Iowa. Bere among the uoglaciated lime
stone bills and blufts of Allamakee County, they found wonderful stands of 
timber and. springs ot pure lister . This was what they vere locking tor . Each 
eelected a farm site near present Waukon and began clearing land and buil~g 
hilS log cabin. 

They were soon able to plant small plots of ground. but needed cash. For 
this thEY shouldered their axee and maci.e t:teir way down to the timber lands ot 
Missouri to cbop wood for the belching f1r9S of the river beats (We still he.ve 
an axe Gran<itatner" brought v1th him troo GarmanyL In the Epr~they returned 
to their tarms, tilled their mall plots sd cleared more lando 

On these co-operative excursions Karl seems to have been the chief cook 
for the bachelor establishment. This vas before the days of commercial ye85to 
A starter had to be kept fo!' the next baki.:lg. On~e t he young cook lost this 
starter through 6QJ1e mishap. Be walked ten milee to get a u.e ... one • ••• 150 far 
becauee nearer neighbors, largely French and Span:"sh, made cnly soda biscuits 
and be and hie friends wanted good old yeast bread. He got his starter and the 
good woa;an told him that thereafter t he should eave e.t least a crust of bread. 
FrCIZI this, she said, be could make hie own starter. Be tolc. us he. never 
walked 20 miles tor a starter again . 

Life was pr1m.1tive . Beds were made by driving a stake into the: dirt 
( 
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ClOOT, to this they nailed two eaplingB which reached the wall and re6t~d on 
log. 01 the cabin there. '!hey stretched rape or leather tho!!gs over U~se 
eapl.1.nga to Be~e as spri..ngs . There vas DO storage space, sco meat and e ther 
supplies were bung high in the trees, suspended by long thongs or ropel to 
keep the~ eafe from marauding bears. Bread vas stored in their one ke!:tle 
vhicb vas used for baking, cooking t and washing a~ well &6 f~r protection 
from squirrels and other rodents. 

After SCXDIlt years of hard labor and frugality Karl wae able to hell hilS 
brother's family, the Henry Kruegers t later of Baxter, Iowa. to come t c 
America . He started them vith a 4O-acre plot of grolllld as a home site rutd t 

realizing that their small children must have mill~, he started toward lubuque 
in search of a cow . He finally located ODe he cov~d buy twenty miles iram 
hane. It va.s the time of spring freshet. and , OIl his return trip with ·,;he 
cow. he' found the Turkey River overflowing ita bal'.ks . A yOW1g lad was ~ln 
hand at the ford with a boat, hoping to cc;'leet • SlIul fee for carryir t; 
people aeroSB the river ~ They l5ta.rted out with Karl and the boy l.n thE boat 
and the cow swimming behind, Before they reached miC:Stream , ho .... ever . ihe 
boat capsized . In telling th~ story to us he usee. tCl say, "I couldn I t :3wim 

but the cow could and we were luckily headod in the right direction, bl. '; I 
never got a chance to pay that boy. " 

___ , , p1. Co n 
About this time J(.oJY"a4 Helming persuaded h i s three 8ist~rs t o com~ to 

America ~ They had heard or the rigors of Iowa wiJlt~r6 and pecked good nld 
German feather ticks. made of hO'llesiltln linen into t heir large wooden ct (!sts 
strapped with iron and equipped with rt>pe handles (C-ne ot these chest. is 
in our attic at the present time and the homespun ticking if:, also ..!.her( ~ ~ 
'!bey took paesage dovn the \Jeser River ,; aC!'OS6 thp. Atle.nt ic to New Orlu ';ns and 
up the Mississippi to McGregor, Iowa n Unfortuna t ely , the riTer .... as 1 0' and 
the pilot did not know his (:h.o.nn.el as well as he should have knOtltl it l nd 
the boat vas marooned on a sand bar ~ This necessi tat.ed the unloading ~ :-: the 
bo.."\t and our GerlieD. im:nigrants had to rustle their. o\o:n lugga:;e , With ~.uch de
l e ys the journey took 13 weeks and before they la'luet: at HcG::;egor. all :':ood 
wa s spoiled and drinking water was long U5~d up ~ 

S 111''''1~ 
The f:~inine canpanionnhip of ..J\ont"ad. I s s:istet's \o.·a6 a we2cC'!!le eddi V _on to 

the s~ber lives of the young piODeer6 ~ In time Carclina , e prett~ blonde, 
decided to accep t the modest hOOle offered her by Karl Krueger . One sil.'.ter 
married neinrieh Rueggenmeivr and the other marrie d Frederick fip~er. 

Carolina vas an ideal complement to the serious and ambiticuE: yOU! .G 
Karl . In the homeland she had worked &8 n maid in t he home of a Tery (.r.rvout 
couple . These pe op1e belcnged to the grou-, that \:Ia~ t hen known a.s pie~;ists !' 

followere ot Count Zinzendorf and later known 8S HorF.viar. Bretr:.renv The 
I5incere religious atmosphere of this beme made a deep i.J:rt!,lressi o.n on thf ~ 

"nung girl. which stayed with her through Ufe .. 'l"hel 'e sh E: gaiI:.ed e. nel' spir
itual outlook s..s 'oi ell 8S the money f or her equipment a::ld paE5at;e to A."l!~:-:-iea " 
Wi th this background the hooe of our gre.nc.?arents .. -ar. sooc a haven for- ";he 
Metbodist eireuit rid" re who cart!e to -the n'!bi Gettle,'&cnts ... ee l:. cf the K .3 S 

iseippi River " These dedicated YOWlC c.en \!IeTe bot;h (. religj. :lUE.. end a c-ll_ 
tural innuence . They follo~ed literally John \oIe;;le~-I 6 Co::r! isE :"cn to ':j oi.:c 

\ knovl(:!tige and vi tal piety" . They prea ched Jesus ';hr:.st as Lore... of the :.dnd " 
remembering t hat t he founde ::- of Methodi Glt i n hi s ;:1.!'ot.'n t cG-~tiPl ClGain!;',: 
tiliteracy in Ensland once said "E'ver-y blo-:i<hcad :.e f'. :'~a\'e . " 

3 
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Abernathey, Mildred Arlene Convis (Mrs. Donald Ray) [Helming] ; ed. Vernon P. Helming, 
1990. vi, 320. 
Caroline Wilhelmine Henrietta Helmingsmeier, b. 24 Mar (or May) 1837 in Langenholz
hausen. Lippe-Detmold, m. Simon Friederich Hager, 8 July 1858, Waukon, Iowa. had 8 
daughters and 4 sons. 
Simon Friedrich Hager, b. 16 May 1830, in Raf_eld, Lippe-Detmold, m. Caroline, d. 
5 November 1909 in Waukon. 

Simon Friederich was one of founders of Zalmona Presbyterian Church in Ludlow Twp, 
Allamakee Co. Like his three fellow immigrants in the quadrumvirate, he left Lippe-Detmold 
partly to escape military service in Germany (also for economic reasons). On his way to 
Iowa he detourned to Sheboygan, Wis. where his employer offered him a choice between 
a lot in what is now the Loop in Chicago, and wages for work in Waukon. He chose the 
wages. Havin\l bought land near Waukon, he took time to become fluent in English by 
living in Bloomington, III. , where people did not speak German, but where three of his 
siblings had settled permanently. (between 1846 and 1849.) After his marriage to 
Karoline Wi lhelmine he "took up a [soldier's] claim some six miles beyond [west ofj 
Waukon which he cleared, broke [with his plow] and fenced and upon which he made many 
substantial improvements, replacing his original farm dwelling by a good brick residence 
and making his property one of the finest and most valuable in the section. When he left 
the farm he moved into Waukon and there spent the last years of his life .... " 

He was a very wealthy man in those days, and gave each of his eight daughters 
$10,000 when she married (as dowry). 

John was the seventh child (and thiWson). He was born 30 August 1871 , married Grace 
Falby 14 June 1905, and died 10 June 1952. 

The four who came to Iowa for similar reasons, staying close together, were: Hager, 
Heinrich Conrad [AdOlph) Helminglmeier] , Heinrich [Christoph] Ruggenmeier, and Karl 
Krueger. After they started their farming operations, Helmin\limeier] persuaded his three 
sisters to come to America--Christine Sophie Charlotte marned Krueger, Sophie Kterina 
Charlotte married Ruggenmeier, and Karoline Wilhelmine Henriette married Hager. 




