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Name of Representative :1u14ti.tv, r!MeiyL~ff" senator ___ _ 

.er,uq, .l~.. /1,.;;:' ..L, .. 

1. Birthday and plac. 

2. Marriage (s) date place 

3 . Significant event. for example: 
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B. Civic r8sponaibiliti.s _________________________________ __ 

C. Profellion d / ";7= /-'/' /.Jr J , 
/rn.f.lr<...J,. ,.·A~~('-t At.'! H'n. 

II 
4. Church membership, __________________________________________ _ 

5. Sessions a.rv8d __ ~Qf~~--~~,w~)i~~1'U'~' ~.~~-4C0~/~1~~~'L' ~~~<--~/~Y~1~J-------------
6. Public Office. 

~. Local ___ ___ _ _ _ _ _______ ________ _ 

B. State __________________ _______ _ 
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----------------------
11. Degrees ________ _ 

12. Ot her applicable information 
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The Turmoil of the Thirties 

and a year in t he Plymouth County jail. 
Caspar's sentence was similar, except that he 
was given only six months in the county jail. 
For both men, the penitentiary sentence was 
suspended upon good behavior. Dick Popkin 
was sentenced to s ix months in the county jail. 

Other men who were involved in the Bradley 
affair included Lawrence Krause, Theodo re 
Hartman, Albert Kaiser, Jack Sovoloski and 
Walter Ideker. All of these were given 
sentences varying from six months to thirty 
days in jail. The penitentiary sentences were 
suspended upon good behavior. 

Jack Hemp, who lived on the Whitman 
farm in East Orange Township, was arrested 
on the Monday following the riot at LeMars 
by a detail of national guardsmen. He testi fied 
that he had taken no part in the affair in 
LeMars, but had remained in the background. 
Hemp was a leader in the Farmers' Holiday 
movement and had taken active part in the 
picketing near J ames in the fall of 1932. 
Charges against Hemp were dropped. 

Another trial scheduled for the court room 
in Sioux County was supposed to try the cases 
of those men who had sought to stop court 
proceedings at Primghar. The trial was 
cancelled, however, when the men pled guilty. 
There were 15 me n from O'Brien Count y, and 
5 from Sioux in this group. All accepted 
suspended jail sentences and paid fines of $50 
since they had pled guilty to a lesser charge. 

Wallace Short . former mayor of Sioux City 
and a socialist agitato r, strongly urged the 
fa rmers to fight the cases out to the bitter end 
in the courts; but the men decided to accept the 
advice of their attorneys and enter the lesser 
plea, thus preventing what might have been a 
long and costly t ri al.) 

Adding to t he woes of fa rmers and 
townspeople in northwestern Iowa during the 
decade of the 1930's were several seasons of 
drought and cold. The dry spells brought 
unusually severe dust storms. Strong north ­
west winds carried soil from such di stant 
places as Canada and the Dakotas-the so­
call ed "dust bowls." The air became thick and 
heavy with red and brown dust so that often 
the Sun was obscured for several hours. Sun­
day morning, November 12, 1933, a strong 
northwest gale swept great clouds of dust aloft 
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so that at Hawarden it began to get dark about 
noon and dark ness covered all of Sioux Coun­
ty from 1:30 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. 

Beginning in 1930 these remarkable events 
increased in frequency and intensity for the 
fi rst half of the decade, sometimes reaching 
awesome proportions. During the spring of 
1935 , one such storm arose over Sioux County 
obscuring the sun and causing such darkness 
to fall over the land that some rural schools 
had to be dismissed at 11 :00 a.m . Wind ero­
sion caused much rich topsoil to be blown into 
ditches along the roadside, seriously depleting 
the fertile soil. Dust penetrated homes, 
schoolhouses, places of business and churches. 
Dust particles made breathing d ifficult for 
some persons and caused eye irritation for 
many. Livestock suffered along with man. 

During the summers of 1935 and 1936 the 
midwest also suffered from unusual heat 
spells. Hot winds from the south dried up the 
fields of corn so that in some townships there 
was an almost total crop failure. It was said to 
have been the first of its kind in the history of 
Sioux County. During the fi rst six months of 
1935. the county received only ten inches of 
precipitation, less than five inches coming in 
the criti cal growing period of July and August. 
During the two following months. only three 
inches of precipitation was reponed. 

The hot summer of 1935 was fo llowed by a 
long-to-be-remembered winter of 1935-36. By 
February 21, northwest Iowa had experienced 
forty-five consecutive days when the 
temperature did not reach 32 degrees. The 
average temperature that month averaged only 
a _10

, the coldest average stretch on record up 
to that time. 

In most communities. coal supplies ran low 
because trains were not running for days. Dur­
ing February no trains arrived in Sheldon for 
one week. The snowfall that month was the 
heaviest in twenty-eight years. On February 
19, eight bobsleds carrying seventeen men 
started out from Boyden to dig their way to 
Sheldo n in order to obtain needed supplies. It 
took the men two and a half hours to dig their 
way through deep snow drifts. From January I 
to February 12, a total of 25.5 inches of snow 
had fallen in the Sheldon area. 

For more than fifty years a banker at 
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Hawarden. E. V. Slife, has kept official 
weather records. He found that over a period 
of fifty years the average precipitation at 
Hawarden was 25.94 inches. The lowest 
amount of precipitation occurred in 1939 when 
only 14.41 inches was recorded. The heaviest 
amount, 39.74 inches . came in 1951. In 1965 
the precipitation was 37.11 inches, but in 1971 
only 19.71 inches was recorded a1 Hawarden . 

Mr. Slife found that June is on the average 
the wettest month in Sioux County, with 4.28 
inches. The least precipitation is received in 
January with an average of only 0.54 inches. 
December is a close second with an average of 
0.82 inches, and February is nexl low with an 
average of 0.87 inches of precipitation. 4 

About the time when the depression was at 
its deepest in Sioux County, with scores of 
men out of work and money scarce , Charles J. 
Zylstra of Hawarden brought forth a plan 
designed to relieve the unemployment situa­
tion and provide funds for the people out of 
work. The plan was claimed to be good for 
business places also. 

Zylstra rook his idea to the Hawarden town 
council one day and asked them to authorize 
the printing of $300 in scrip money in the form 
of one do llar certificates. Anyone receiving 
such scr ip would affix his initials and the date 
on it. There was space for 36 stamps on the 
back of the certificate. Merchants purchased 
the stamps from the city. For each dollar 
coupon or certificate the city in t urn received 
$1.08. The eight cents paid for the printing of 
the coupons. 

When the coupon had passed through 36 
hands, it would be redeemed for $1.00 in cash 
by the city, and when all 300 of these coupons 
had been stamped in full they would have done 
the work of an estimated $10,800 in regular 
currency. The system helped those who were 
unemployed by allowing them purchasing 
power. From the hands of the workers the 
scrip money went to the merchants in town, 
who in turn used the money to pay their light 
and power bills to the municipal power com­
pany. The city put the coupons back in ci rcula­
tion by paying for labor done on the streets. 

Nationwide publicity came to Hawarden 
and to Char les Zylslra following t he adoption 
of this scrip money plan . The mayor of 
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Hawarden, B.T. French, City Clerk, Fred A. 
Gefke, the Chamber of Commerce president, 
S.Q. French, the town council, and the author 
of the plan, Charles Zylstra . were interviewed 
by scores of newspapers and magazine writers . . 
Two national publications, Liberty Magazine 
and Colliers, carried special articles about the 
Zylstra Plan, and Pat he News sent a crew to 
Hawarden to film a story. The newsreel showed 
Charles Zylst ra speaking before . the town 
council explaining the plan, and workers were 
pictured receiv ing the scrip money and then 
going to th e various stores paying their ac­
coun ts. 

Economists and others made trips to 
Hawarden to observe the operation firsthand. 
Dr. Irving Fisher, economist from Yale 
University, came and was favorably impressed 
with what he saw. He later urged the federal 
govern ment to use such scrip to pay for the 
so ldiers' bonus. 

At the general election on November 8, 
1932, Charles Zylstra won a seat in the Iowa 
House of Represen tati ves . This was one of the 
few limes that voters of Sioux County chose a 
Democrat, but Zylstra 's victory was due large­
ly to the publiCIty he received from hi s scrip 
money plan, and from the landslide victory of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt for the presidency. 

While in the House, Z}'lstra introduced a bill 
designed to give county supervisors authority 
to permit town counci ls in their jur isdiction \0 

establish the scrip money plan. Garrett 
Roelofs of Sioux Center, State Senator, in ­
troduced a similar bill in the upper house. 
After some compromises, the bill passed both 
houses. One amendment to the bill eliminated 
all mandatory provisions and made the is­
suance of the scrip purely optional o n the part 
of the supervisors. The life of the plan was 
limited !O two years where adopted. The bill as 
amended passed the Senate with only two 
dissenting votes. It passed the House by a 
count of 84 to 15. 

The editor of the local Hawarden newspaper 
labeled the scrip plan "freak legislat ion," and 
the Sioux County Board of Supervisors would 
have nothing to do wi th it. Dr. Fisher of Yale , 
however, declared that the scrip idea would 
"give a big boost to the national economy 
without adding to the nation's debt, or 
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wit haUl the necessity of raising additional 
taxes. " 

The scrip plan with some modifications was 
said to have been used in S()me 3000 towns, 
townships or counties. Besiidcs Hawarden, 
other Iowa cities using the pla n were Waverly, 
Rock Rapids, Eldora, Cleali Lake, Keokuk 
and Waterloo. Some towns in South Dakota 
also adopted the plan. 

Although the Sioux County Board of Super­
visors would not give its appn-oval of the scrip 
idea, it did make every effort to reduce county 
expenditures, including the day by day 
operating costs. That they were successful is 
indicated by the fact that tbey cut $211,000 
from the operating expenses for the year 1932. 
Taxes for that year came to $833,512 com­
pared to $1,050,379 the previous year. This 
amounted to a 20.64 per cent reduction in one 
year's time, and was the greatest percentage of 
reduction achieved in any of t he 99 counties of 
Iowa that year.s 

The election of November 8, 1932, took 
place at the time when the Great Depress ion 
had reached its lowest poi nt. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt received over 22 million votes to 
about 16 million for the Repu blican candidate, 
Herbert Hoover, who soug~t re-election. The 
electoral college gave Roosevelt 472 votes to 59 
for Hoover. 

Many in Sioux County left the Republican 
party in that election, a marked change from 
four years before. In 1928, Hoover had a ma­
jority of 3539 votes over his Democratic oppo­
nent, Al Smith. In 1932, Hoover received 2227 
votes less than Franklin D. Roosevelt. The big 
difference was no doubt due to the feeling that 
a change of administration was needed to 
bring about an improvement in the economy 
of the nation. 

In Congress the Democrats obtained big rna· 
jorities in both houses. It was hoped that Con­
gress, under the leadership o f Franklin Roose­
velt, would take action to help agriculture and 
business alike. The 13 millio n unemployed in 
this country were looking to the new ad­
ministration for help .6 

Roosevelt look the office of President on 
March 4, '1933, and at once went into action. 
On March 6 all banks in the nation were closed 
for what was called a "Bank Holiday." On 
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March 9, Congress passed the Emergency 
Banking Act which provided for the reopening 
of the banks under specific arrangements 
which assured their sound condition. 

Meanwhile, Secretary of Agriculture Henry 
A. Wallace and his department heads worked 
out a farm relief bill wh ich passed Congress on 
May 12. It was called the Agricultural Adjust­
ment Act (AAA). This law placed limits on the 
production of livestock and grains, which 
brought about rising prices for these products. 
Farmers were paid for staying within the 
guidelines set by the Department of 
Agriculture. 

On the same day, Congress passed the 
Emergency Farm Mortgage Act, which halted 
foreclosures and provided government fund­
ing of mortgages. A month later a Home 
Owners Loan Corporation was created to 
refinance small mortgages on private homes. 

The first three months of Roosevelt' s ad­
minist ration were referred to by newspaper 
writers as "The Hundred Days." On the last 
day of March during these momentous days, 
Congress enacted the Civilian Conservat ion 
Corps, which was designed to provide work 
for you ng men between the ages of sixteen and 
twenty-one years who were unable to find 
jobs. In Sioux County a Civ ilian Conservation 
Corps was set up in Oak Grove State Park 
north of Hawarden. About twenty boys from 
Sioux County were stationed in this camp. The 
young men were employed in the park cleaning 
away the underbrush, planting trees, building 
shelters and tables, repairing the roadway and 
doing other useful things. Some of the boys 
assisted the county agent in setti ng up soil con­
servation fie lds aimed at providing erosion 
control. 

On April 19 the President announced the 
abandonmen t of the gold standard, a decision 
which was approved by Congress in June. All 
citizens were ordered to turn in their gold coins 
and gold certificates to the government. They 
were to take them to their local banks. In the 
spring one bank in Orange City received 
$10,000 in gold. Banks throughout the county 
aU received gold coins and certificates. The 
County Treasurer took in $4,400 in gold as 
payments for taxes. 

In May Congress established the Federal 
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You searched for Charln Zyhlra 

World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-
1918 Record 

about Charles Jelte Zylstra 
Name: Charles Jelte Zylstra o~'iI 

City: Not Stated ~e 

County: Sioux 
Tip: 

State: Iowa View 

Birthplace: Netherlands blank 
fonns 

Birth Date: 31 Jull891 

Race: Caucasian 

Roll: 1643355 

DraftBoard: 0 
Age: 

Occupation: 
Nearest Relative : View Image 

HeightIBuild: 
Color of Eyes/Hair: 

Signature: 

A 

Refine your search of the World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917·1918 

Source Info rmation: 
Ancestry.com. World War! Draft Registration Cards, 1917-/9/8 [database online]. Provo, UT: Ancestry.com, 
2005. Original data: National Archives and Records Administration. World War I Selective Service System 
Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918. M lS09, 4,582 rolls. National Archives and Records Administration, 
Washington, D.C. 

II III 
Copyright C 1998-2006, MyFamily.com Inc. -

http://search.ancestry.comlcgi-binlsse.dll?indiv=' I &db=ww 1 draft%2c&gsfn=Charles&gsl n~... 7/26/06 
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u.s. Passport Applications. 1795-1925 

',;Wh!: Charles J Zylstra 

liirlh D::!\c: 31 JU\ 1891 

Birth Pbcc: Wirdum, Friesland, The Netherlands 

Rc~,i(kn('c: Hawarden, Iowa 

Pas:-;po:'t l:.};uC 14 Jun 1924 
j"' <tIL': 

Fatih'f I ".rn· Alardus Zylstra 

:~ilth;..'r's I; ir,h The Netherlands 
, .• 0':': ticHl: 

j 'ather's Wirdum, The Netherlands 
Ih,'siJcnce: 

Passporllndudcs Y 
a P!~oto: 

Page I of I 

Source: Passport Applications, January 2, 1906 - March 31, 1925 (M 1490) 
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Of Hawarden Dies 

•. 
Ch:n-Ie.s· J , Zylst~ of If"..nft;ago, i (>r­

met wen kno wn r esident of ·HawaI·. 
d'en , died i;, a hospital l~ ; Frid'ay 
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m o r n ing f oUo-w ing an 'operation; ·He 
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Diredor. t o Be' ·Mr • . Zylstra ' eame t o Hawarden 
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In or the u nil\.'ersal l ·La.tcr he' was in busine~6 in lI'&v.'::I.r. 
n o f. Dee- MOi,nes., de!l. Dtl,ring the depr~ssio.n h~ :.~~j~:' 
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