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85t Rites Held
Hiror Marion Bruce

; Thlirsﬂiy_, Dec.12

B nducted by Rev. Schneck in
8 preshyterian Church

Funeral services for Marion Bruce
Des Moines wexe held Thursday,
ember 12, at 2:30 pm. in the Rolfe
yterian church. Brief services
od been held ot @ em. at Dunn’s -
eral Home in Des Moines.

[

lity MEATS
'ORK LIVER
) REEF b
LOGNA  Ib
\USAGE b
UND STEAK b
DASTS

Lbs Average

OASTS

Ib 29

35¢
3%
39
49¢
45¢
39
33c

I The Rev. W. F. Schneck, pastor,
wis in charge of the services here
and was assisted by the Rev, J. O.
Wangberg of the Trinity Lutheran
church, who read the scripture and
offered prayer.
Mrs. Jennie Bowen, Mrs, C, J. Mor-
rison, Mrs. C. J. White and Mrs. M.
R. Seth sang “Beautiful Garden of
Paaver,” “Some Day He'll Make it
“lain to Me,” and “Be Still My Soul,”
accompanied by Mrs, C. E. Boyee,
church organist, Mrs. F. L. Grant,
Mrs, J. R. McIntire, Mrs. Fred Nelson
and Mrs. Hortense Siefkin were in
charge of the many floral tributes.

A G,

Pallbearers were Lighter
E. Fikenberry, Frad
Kerns, Alfred Gadd and N. A. Wilson.
Burial was in Clinton-Garfield ceme-
tery with Masonic graveside rites
The MecIntive Funeral Home was in
tharge.
Marion, second son of James J. an¢
Mary Jane Bruce, pioneers, was born
810, al e home of
“dnd Mrs, W

3 fanip, Toca-

: Aamily resi-
dence wasiad- the time.
He roxided ot the old town until about
12 years of age, when the  family
! 1oved w0 the new town, to the rail-
vays ard te the more modera con-
veniences, Th next few years of his
iife wer spert in ctung an cduea-
tion, He went as far as the local school
conit earry him, Theie was no or-
ganizedd high =school in the county
at the time. He graduated from the
lown business college ab Des Moines
in 1888, and spent some time learning

ib
Ib
1 1b carton

ia Vegetables
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coeded  his father as editor of the
Roveille, a newspaper the senior Mr.

ediby veluntegrsiand staffiat the State Histor

Santa will be here in |
dies.

There will also be a FRI
Show starts at 3:00 P. I

SANTA
BYT

Ot

Xmas Programs

A Christmas program was most cf-
fectively presented by the music de-
partment of the pubiic school at the
high school auditorium Tuesday eve-
ning under the direction of Glenn
Poterson, music instructor, Had the | Bush
entertainmeny been given more ad- ! were
vance publicity the auditorium would | he ¢
have been filled to capacity for thelone.
event, which greatly pleas.d those! O

Tl
Mrs.
wedd

Lattending. Mr. Peterson accompanied | calle
Nelzon, B. A.! & ! i

at the piano for all numbers. [the

Featureg throughout the program |clude
were lighted candles, earvied by each | Mr,

one taking part during the "evening. | lock
The program opened with a solo by fof 1
Roselyn Hrock, "0 Holy Night™; Jane;  In
Peterson read a story, “Why the wer
Chimes Ring”; a group of l*'.ns‘:]iﬁh|wilh
Christmas cagols. was sune by the | lighs
girls' _».'m- . e _RDSE” lyn Brock, Shirley | Bus!
Shelgrett; @olyneux. Jane Pet- | ative
erson, Kiba Zeman and JoAnn Hauck; theis
JoAnn Haudk ®mg a soln, “No Candle [ B, A
Was There” and Arvberin Jacobson | law,
sang “Christmas Rose.” i\
The mixed chorus, all  carrying lovel
candles, marched from the auditorium | the

door to the stage singing “Silenl |chap
Night" and with the blue curtain as|yeny
background  furnished o beavtiful gy 2
selting for a tableau, “The Rirth of | their
Jesus,” Dressed in costumes pertain- | coun
ing Lo their characters were Shivley | netiy
Fuller as the Madonna, Dick Ander-|aff
gon as Joseph and Roger Howland
%h?ﬁﬁ!ﬂy oflawa LibraryiiRés Mpiteslowa.

as the Three Wise Men, Phyllis Drad-| ]
Furn served as reader, Chiistmus ear-

Granofrnit 10 0z. W

NMuitan had Lanmndad in 1RRR

e seer b attnitr e the noxedd chiorn:



D

1 Ib carton 33c

s and Vegetables

TEXAS SEEDLESS
doz 39c ’

: Grapefruit 10 96s 3%
OTATOES 15 Ib pk 3%

IDAHO 10 LBS.

Russet Potatoes 3
| APPLES  bushel 3.9

Cranberries b 3%
Sweet Spuds 3 Ibs 33
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i
vays and te the more modery con-

iife wer spert in ,clung an cduca-
tion. He went as far as the local school
coult carry him. Theie was no oi-
ganized high school in the county
at the time. He graduated from the
lowa business college av Des Moines
in 1888, and spent some time Jearning
the printing trade. In 1892 he suc-
coeded his father as editor of the

famil | WS
; amily i P R co *
i : Y fsang “Christimas Rose.
povad (o the new town, o the rail- &
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The mixed chorus, all

. €n= | eandles marched from the au
veniences, Tk next few years of his|goor 1.:: the stuge

singing

Night” and with the blue ¢
background
sotting for a tableau, “The
Josus.” Dressed in costumes
ing to their characters wer
Fuller as the Madonna. Dic
son as Joseph and Roger
Raymon Zeman and Richay

furnished a

Reveille, a newspaper the senior Mr.

Bruce had foundsd in 1888,

Marion was united in marriage to
Gussic Wilcox, September 21, 1893,
and to this union one daughter was
born, Coyla M., now Mrs. Dolliver

Kent of Des Moines.

as the Three Wise Men. Phy
turn served as reader. Chiis
ols weie sung by the nus!
during the production whi
with the singing of “Three
Orient” by Willis I'uff, Al
tensen and Jimmy Nelzon.

In 1807 Mr, Bruce was appointed
postmaster at Rolfe by President Me-
Kinley and served 16 years, through
the terms of Presidents Roosevelt and
Tait. Other official capacitics in
which he s=erved were, one term as

¢ity councilman and several years us

toan clerk, In 1933 the voters of To-
cahontag county chose him to repre-
;ent. them in the d5th General Assem-
Iy 25 a member of the House.

In May, 1910, he founded the Rolfe
Arrow, and in Fehruary, 1914, consol-

tinued to edit and puv'ish The Arroe™
gpul September 1, 137, when he
1sposed of the same, later selling his
";{lqencc and becoming foot loose.
ailing health induced this action,
PMr. Bruce was affiliated with the
“’-‘S‘fﬂeﬂan church much of his life,
;{nd in 1943 reccived a certificate of
ife membership in the Masonic Blue
Lodge, which requires a continuous
affiliation of 50 years.
b He passed away at Jowa Methodist
ospital, Des Moines, Iowa, on De-
cember 10, 1946, at 9:00 am.
) Mr._Bru'ce leaves to mourn his pass-
ing his wife and daughter, Mrs. Dol-
iiver Kent, a grandson, Dolliver Xent,
JII:'-' all of DesMoines; one sister, Mrs.
e E. Wilcox, Rolfe; three brothers,
James and Harold of Des Moines, and
\-[ E. Bruce of Yakima, Wash., and
; t'}hand Mrs. Edgar Showers.
dimom attending the services from a
& nce were Mrs, Bruce, Mr. and
;\I“S- T. D. Kent and Dolliver Kent, ir.,
s}:‘ :'md Mrs. Harold Bruce, Erwin
% aw, Mr. and Mrs. Bob Buchan and
\I“S- Mayme Beam, all of Des Moines;
'M?- and. Mrs. Don Kent of Cherokee;
Dl:I and Mrs. J. W. Bruce of Fort
b ge: Mr, and Mrs. Wesley Camp-
C‘-‘“ of Mallard; Dr. and Mrs. Roy
B““‘T'beu of Sioux Rapids; Mrs. Lila
s\{ch‘holz of Melvin, W. H. Wilcox of
tillwater, Okla,, Mr. and Mrs. Fuller,
¢s Moines,

- MORE BABIES
w;}”c stork set a new record for
“_iu’lﬁ'te!' City hospitals lnst month,

44 trips. Best provious record

Preshyterian Chure
The annual Christmas p

be given at the Presbyteri

Monday evening. Decembe
consist of the following nu

Prelude, Mrs. C. 1. Bo

seleetion, Shirley Fisher; =
MeIntire; “Hark the Her:
Sing,"” congregation; weles
Markley, Carolyn
“1t Came Upon the Midnig

Ives, Jant

congregation; prayer, iRev
special,

idated it wi 247 : Chambers; pageant,
it with The Reveille, He con= cpaioy child.”

seripture
HCom

choir;

Part J—Primary Depd
Offering.

The Holy City, Catncrin

Part 1I—Junior Dept!
Pageant, junior deparll
to the World,” congregal
Distribution of gifts an
The primary and jun
ments will practice on St
noon at 2 o'clock instead
urday. The chorus awill
Sunday afternoon at 4
children who are in t!
should be at the church &
day evening.

‘At DT, Sche

The Des Moines Tovn
dated school will presen
Christmas program in the
auditorium Thursday, D
at 8 o'clock p.m. under
of Mrs. Meyers. An offe
taken.

“Marche Siave,” “Volg
and “Christmas IFestival
orchestra; “Christmas
aWhite Christmas,” &
Magic Christmas Tree, p
and 4; “Joy to the Wor
gels We Have Heard on
chorus; “Down by Lk
Stream” and “Jingie Bel
tot: Christmas Tabledux
7 and 8; piano ducet, 1
Wooden Soldiers,” Vv
and Joyece Johnson: “n
Christmas Carol," high

Methodist Chin

The Christmas prot

Methodist church will b

van 35,

(Continued on I’y
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t Sunday, July 10, 2005 6:23 AM
Subject: [IOWA] Bio of Marion Bruce
A Narrative History
of
The People of lowa
with

SPECIAL TREATMENT OF THEIR CHIEF ENTERPRISES IN
EDUCATION, RELIGION, VALOR, INDUSTRY,
BUSINESS, ETC.

by

EDGAR RUBEY HARLAN, LL. B., A. M.
Curator of the

Historical, Memorial and Art Department of lowa
Volume IV

THE AMERICAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, Inc.
Chicago and New York

1931

MARION BRUCE is editor and publisher of the Rolfe Arrow, a paper he
established in 1910. On February 12, 1914, he consolidated with it the Reveille,
which had been founded in 1888, by his father, James Joseph Bruce.

N paper work was only one of the manifold activities of the late James

Joseph Bruce, undoubtedly one of the most useful men and strongest characters in
teh life and affairs of Pochontas County. He came to Pocahontas County in

1866, when it was almost a frontier community, with only about two hundred
population. He was born in Oswego, New York, November 6, 1843. His parents,
Thomas and Mary (Auld) Bruce, had landed a short time before after a voyage from
County Monoghan, Ireland, and were on their way to Simcoe County, Ontario.
James Joseph Bruce when eighteen years old taught his first term of school,

in Simcoe County, continued that work for several years, and when he left

Canada he brought with him a first grade teacher's certificate as his
recommendation for work in the new country, where he intended to establish a home. From
Chicago he traveled over the Illinois Central Railway, crossing the

Mississippi River at Dubuque and going on to what was then the terminal of the road,
Ackley, lowa. From there he traveled by stage coach to lowa Falls, and there
joined a fellow Canadian, and they walked seventy miles or more to Lizard
Township, Pocahontas County. In the entire county there were only four school
houses and J. J. Bruce was chosen to teach the Walsh School in Lizard

Township. In 1867 he was elected county superintendent of schools and because of
his unusual mental equipment was also elected justice of the peace and county
supervisor. In 1869 he was elected county treasurer, the duties of that

office taking him to the county seat, Old Rolfe, where he lived until the new town
of Rolfe was founded, in 1882, on the railroad. In many activities he was

associated with W. D. McEwen, who had been county superintendent of schools

w  he came to Pocahontas County. They started a general store at Old Rolfe,

anu the postoffice was located in the store. In fact the store was a real

7/12/05
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community center. J. J. Bruce was a man of wonderful versatility of talents.

He had a sound mind in a sound body, was a man of strong character, with a
constant willingness to serve and help others. It was perhaps as much a matter
of necessity as of desire that he gained a practical knowledge of medicine in

h” arly years in Pocahontas County and used his knowledge to treat the
cu...mon ailments in the absence of a regular physician, whose services could only
be obtained in emergency from a distance. He also conducted a drug store.

In 1869 he established the first newspaper in Pocahontas County, the

Pocahontas Journal. This paper was printed at Fort Dodge, and the reason for its
existence was to carry official and legal notices. The law with regard to such
notices having ben changed, the paper was discontinued in 1872. In 1888 J. J.
Bruce established at New Rolfe the Rolfe Reveille and was its editor for

several years. Even these activities did not include the full story of his

services. He studied law, and in 1882 was admitted to the bar. He was
interested in real estate, and with the construction of the Des Moines Valley Railway
Company he secured the right-of-way from Tara to Ruthven, and organized and
became president of the Northwestern Land Company, which owned townsites
along the town. He took an active part in organizing the Pocahontas County
Mutual Insurance Company, of which he was secretary. He was chosen the first
mayor of the new town of Rolfe, was president of the school board and justice of
the peace, was a member of the State Legislature in 1886-87, and for nine

years was on the county board of supervisors, most of the time as chairman. At
one time he owned over two thousand acres of Pocahontas County land. For all
his diversity of service and business interests he was satisfied with a very

modest share of material wealth. He really spent a fortune in behalf of the
advancement of his community. He was active in reform work and during his
later years was a prominent prohibitionist. He knew the Scriptures

tt  ughly, and his talks were not only inspirational, but a call to practical action
in moral and civic reform.

James Joseph Bruce died September 29, 1927, at the age of eighty-four. He
married, March 4, 1867, Miss Mary J. Price, who had come to Pocahontas County
in 1865. They had an ideally happy married life of over sixty years. Of

their ten children, eight sons and two daughters, those who survived the father
were William U., Marion, Robert, James, John E., Bertha Belle Wilcox and
Harold C. He was also survived by nineteen grandchildren and fifteen
great-grandchildren.

Marion Bruce, one of the older children of his parents, was born in

Pocahontas County September 21, 1870, and has lived in the county all his life. After
attending the local schools he learned the printer's trade, and in his many

years of work as a newspaper man he is exemplifying one of the special

talents that marked his father. He is independent in politics, as is also his

newspaper. He is a Presbyterian, a member of the Masonic Lodge and Knights of
Pythias, and for sixteen years was postmaster of Rolfe.

Marion Bruce married Gussie Wilcox, of Green County, Wisconsin. They have
one daughter, Mrs. J. D. Kent, whose husband is manager of the Des Moines Grain
& Elevator Company at Des Moines. Mr. and Mrs. Kent have two children:
Donna Jean and J. Dolliver.
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