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Joseph· Bouska, 'Actlve Civic Leader~. 
Dies Here; Funeral Held at Protivin 

·Jo'uncral scr\'lcc~ (or Joscr:h D. BOllskn. R:l. 
' In(lJ:,tJm"c ,Protivin businc.'u~nllm and m:lynr, 

W('I'<' h('ld Crom the Protivin Holy Trinity 
('hurch thl!' (.WcOnl'Slhty) nwrnil1;,t . 

Mr. Rouska- dicxl Sunday~ at ;1 Cr('sC'tl nflrs· 
In~ ' home where he had heen a r('sillt'1I1 si nce 
:-uf(~rin;.:' " ~trok(' lilSl May . ' . 

Knights of \ Columhus rnem!).'rs fUrTlH"t I~n 
1I0nor ~uurd at the (unt'rill home 111\11 rn:'II"t'lu'd 
in a J:roup ut thc ' (unf'ral.. Burinl was In Ihl' 
('hureh cemetery with Iht' Halik .'lIl1l'r;11 11OI11C 
ii i Spillville in charge of r.rrnnJi!:t'mt;rit ... . 

Joseph Bouska was bom til Proth'in on ~lu~' 
:!4, . HiSS, Ih(' liIon of Mr. and Mrs . Juhn lI o \l ~· · 
kn . . lIe In'cd . his enUre life in Prn\ivin . II" 
wu~ rnarl'icd to Julia Huber at Hoirttt,. r-;dl1h 
Dakota. em Oct:' 18, 1910. The couple hec.lI11 c 
the purcnt.!! or n son. Clau'nce. )trs. Bou·!'ka 
died Oct. 16, 1952. Mr. Bouska ' WDS ' married 
tn Mrs. Clara' Wu"n~r on June 6, 1953 . 

. ~Ir. Bouska was n rond contractor. untH his 
rJ,tirctn('nt In ' I947, 11(' servl'd ns II din't'to!' of 
the Protivin bank for a numher of v('us and 
morc r.l'~ntly became presith.'nt of ·thl' hank . 
Illness forced him to resl..:n the bank po~t. 

In addition to hi." business interests . · ~Ir .. 
Houska .served as . a statl' reprcs<'Iltativt.· from 
Howard county from 1932 until ' 1934, W,I S may· 
or of Protivin for mor"<" than 20 v('nr~. st'r\'l'c\ 
('n ·the Howard count~('cti\'e Service board" 
for 26 ),,' ;11':' "r.d was chairnutn orilic ' Huw . ... · 
ard . count)· Social Wdfuc board 

. JOSEPH BOUSKA . 

• 

Tw 

-

EI" -
Ge 
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G. 
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No'rtl 

Mr. Bouska . is sur .... h 'NI by his wife. CI,m,, : 
1)( Cr('sco. 3nd a son . Clarence o( Protivin. two 
·~ t('pchildrcn. George Wagner o( WykoH. Minn .. 
MId Mrs. Hi('hill"(l Janikowski of Winona . Min· 
ucsoU:. 'He is :1150 survived by ~ Lhrcc sisters. 
Mrs . Louis ~ (Francc..o;) Ptacek of Cresco. Mrs . 
Frank (Carrie ) Klitnesh or l.awler and Mrs . 
Jolin (Albina) Svoboda of Protivin .: He was 

·prert'(Tcrl in dt'Jth hy his p~n·nts. (our broth- . ,sQuat 
(·rs and fOllr · s is te rs . S~ 

Rclati\"(:s and (ricnd~ attcndih$: the funeral . ' letic 
. w('r"t..h:o~ Winona ,md \\,~korr. Minn .• Cedar ' _ ~eet 

• 1t.IPftts .lnel towns s urIVun~ing Proti\'in; . .'. the! 

C;f'estwood Tops . Tu'rkey 
, " ., . . . . . ' . . , . . 

Advance ·toDistrictFina ., 
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made by wagon across the country and he cut In his lot with the pioneer settlers 
of Howard co u nty and beca me one of the ellect h'e and ea rnest factors In the ear ly 
development of this secUou o f the state. I n 1866. after the establishment of 
Cr esco. he removed his busi ness to the new tow n and remaine d a promin ent factor 
in Its commercial development to the lime of his death. which occurred In the fal) 
of 1899. when he was seventy yea r s of age. His wife sun-ived him for about te n 
years, dying In 1909 at the age of si xty·four )·ea rs. For twenty years Mr. Strother 
was well known a s a prom inent hotel proprietor of Cresco and also eugaged in th~ 
implement busi ness. He was one of the earl y residents of the city and tbroughout 
the entire period of his conuectiou with Cresco con tributed In s ubstantial measure 
to its growth, lmpro\'emen t and development . H is name was an honored aile 
wher~ver it was known a nrl his death was t he occasion of deep and widespread r eo 
grel. His wife was born at r\i agara Palls. Cana da. and with her parents crossed 
the border into the United States. the fsmil y making their home in Veruon Springs 
township. Howard county. whe re her fa ther followed the mliling business. They 
arrived here about 1859 and Mr . Niles con tinued to engage in milling here until 
bls death. afte r which his widow returned to Ca nada. 

Mr . and l\[rs. Nichols have long been consis te nt alld active members of the Con
g regational chur ch . contribu ting gellerously to its s upport. F'raternally he is a 
Mason. Is also a charter mem ber of the Knights o f P)"thias and has membership 
with the i\lodern \Voodmen and the Woodmen ot the World. His political elldorqe
ment Is given to the republlca n party and he s tands for al\ that is progressive anti 
valuable in citizenship but does not see k nor desire o ffi ce. preferring to co nce ntrate 
his nndivided attention and ene r gies upon his bu siness affai r s. He stands a s on e 
of the leading merchantq and Ih'e stock raisers and dealers In Howard co unty a nd 
the extent and Im portance of his Inte rests indicate his marked ability and his enter
prise. In all business affairs h e readily discriminates between the essential and the 
n(>n-essentlal and. discarding the la tter. utilhes the form e r to the best pOSlllhle a d 
\·antage. He Is fortu na te in that he possesses charact er and ability that inspi re 
confldence in others and the simple weight or hi s character and abil ity has carried 
him in to important business relatlous. 

JOSEPH D. BO US KA. 

Modern bUSiness activity finds expression In the life r eco r d of Joseph D. Bouska. 
who is proprietor of the Proti vi n Garage, Is a s uccess ful deale r In automobiles and 
manager of the telephone company and also of the electric light and power plant 
at Protivin. He likewi se operates a moving pi cture s how and is Iden tified wllh 
farming interests as the owner of three hundred and twenty acres of rich fa r m 
land. a part of which he personally cultivates. H e is also filling the pOsi tion of 
notary public an d Prollvln has no more a ctl\'e or energetic business man or one 
whose labors are more directly beneficial and resu ltant. He was born on the o ld 
h omes tead farm In Howard county, adjoining the present town o f Protivin. on 
the 26 th of May, 1885, and is a son of J ohn Bouska, of whom exte nded mention 
is made elsewhere In this VOlume. 

The son was educated In the public schools of Protivin and whell twenty
three years of age was united In marriage to !\Iles Ju lia M. Huber, of Winneshiek 
county. He then began farming o n his own accoun t on a part of his father 's 
lan d and throughout t he Inter ven ing period has been identified with agricu ltural 
pursuits. Prospe ring In h is undertakings. he has becom e the owne r of three 
hundred and twenty acres of land, which he purchased fr om his fath er. In 19 11 
he o r ganized the Kllmesh Au to Company and established a garage at Protivin a ud 
also one at Spillville. He beca me manager of the co mpany and has not on ly done 
a garage and repair busl nen. but h as 11110 e ngaged in the s ale of automobiles. I n 
December, 19 15, he organized the Protivin Electric Ligh t Company. wh ich was 
incorporated on the 24th o f Decembe r of that year with a twenty year fra nchise 
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He Installed the plant a nd wi r ed the town and became manager, 
He also Installed tbe plant ot the P ro tivin Telepho ne Company 

In 1905 and has been manager since its installation. This plant supplies some 
six hundred telephones and the business has been of inca lculable beneftt to the 
.dis t rict. I n 1909 Mr. Bouska was made notary public and has ser ved continuously 
~i n ce. H e has bee n oper aUng a movi ng pict ure show for the past fO UT years and 
presents to the public the fines t attractions ot the fi l m wor ld. 

To M r . and Mrs. Bouska hall been born one child. Clarence. The family Is a 
prominent one so~lallY and In all public a lfal rs Mr. Do uska m anifests a deep and 
hel pfu l In terest. In politiCS he is a democrat and Is serv ing as a member o f the 
tow n cou ncil of Protivin and as p resident of t he school board . H e is a lso a mem
be r of the democraUc county centr al committee. Protivin boasts of a wi nning 
baseball team and it is Mr. Douska who has the management of tbis team. He 
is allo a member of the P rotivi n Band and does everyt hing In his power to ad
va nce the inter ests of that organ17.atlon . He likewise holds membership in tbe 
Cat holic church, In fact the re Is no movoment for the beneHt of the community 
along busi ness, SOCial or moral lines or In con nection with mailers of publlc benefi t 
that does not receive the aaslstance and su pport of Mr. Bous ka, who without 
in \'ldlo us distinction may be termed one o f the fo remost resi dents of Prot ivin. 

WILLIAM REINHAllT. 

WIlliam Reinhart, w idel y recog nized a s one of t he leading, progreul ve an d 
e llterpr lSing cit izens o f Howard cou n l y, ow ns and o per ates an exce llent (al m o f 
olle bundred and twenty acres on section 32, Vernon Spr ings townsh ip. He is nurn· 
ber ed among tbe wor thy native sons of the county. his hl r th having occurrfld ill 
Paris township on the 26th of October, 1873 . His parents, Sam uel and Anna 
(Lehman) Reinhart, were hoth nati ves of Switzerland , t he former emigrating to 
t h e United States In young manhood , while the latte r came to this country w ith 
her parenla In her gi r lh ood daY Ii. Both made their way directly westward to Iowa, 
settling In Fayette county, where their marriage waa celebrated. After two reo 
mova ls they carne to Howard county and took up their abode III Paris township, 
w here the fathe r ca rried on general agrieultural purs uits throughout the remainder 
of bls acUve b usiness career. H is las t years were spent ill honorahle retlrement 
at Cresco, e:rcepting the last two whiCh were spent at Alta Vis ta. Howard count y, 
w here he passed away on the 6th of March, 1914, deeply mourn ed by all who knew 
h i m because of his honorable and u pright \Ue. His widow, who now make, her 
home with a daughter in Partll tow ns hi p, has ai lio become widely a nd favorab ly 
k n own throughout the community during the long pe riod of her resid{'llce hel'e. 

William Reinhart a cquired his education in the district Ichools of hiS native 
tO~'nsh\p and waa a young m a n of twenty-four yea rs when he was married \l.nct 
establl shed a home o f his own . H e then began (arming inde pe ndently, cultivating 
a tract of rented land In Wl nnesh ick county for Hve yea rs, at the end of which time 
he returned to Howard county and continued to carryon g eneral agricultural p Ul·· 
suit. as a renter for six years. In 1909 he purchased his present home farm of 
one hundred and twenty a cres on section 32. Verno n Springs townshi p . the further 
c u ltivation and Im provement of which has claimed his attentio n t h roughout the 
In terve ning decade. H e has erected all or the buildings thereon a nd now ow ns one 
o f the finest Improved farm properlles of the dis tri ct. Moreover, he has won a 
gratifying measure of success In Its operation, annuaUy gathering excell ent c rop. 
which tind a ready sale on the market. 

On the 26th of January, 1898, Mr. Reinhart was united in marr iage to MillS 
NetUe Beacher , of W innesh le k county, Iowa, by whom he had s ix ch ildren, fo u r of 
whom sun-ive, namely: Merle C .. Loel V., Virgil L. and Orvin M .. aU at home. 

I n politic. Mr. Reinhart has e ver heen a s tanch republi ca n and he is now acting 
as a member of the school board, havlog served thereon fo r several years at two 

\ 
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family famous in Norway in medival times, 
It was a bnmch of thtl old Norwegian royal, 
going back w "Harold The Fair·Haired" who 
was the fi rst king who ruled over whole 
Norway. The present king, Olaf V, is of the 
same family. 

b y Charlotte Borlau g Culber t 

BOUSKA,CLARENCE 
AND WILMA 

(NOVOTNY) FAMILY 
F54 

Clarence was born in Protivin, Iowa on 
J une II, 1915. He is the only child of J ooeph 
D. and Julia (Huber) Bouska. On June 20, 
1938, he married Wilma Novotny at St. 
Wenceslaus Church in Spillville, Iowa. Clar· 
ence served on t he town council of Protivin 
for fou r terms. He operated the Bouska 
Construction Co, fi rst in partnership with his 
father Joseph D. Bouska and in 1947 he and 
his wife Wilma took over and operated the 
business which consisted of production of 
lime rock products, sand, and gravel, excava
tion and road surfaCing projects. Wilma was 
the bookkeeptlr and orfictl manager in the 
business for 16 years. Wilma served as a 
volunteer local chai rman and solicitor for the 
Cancer Society for 20 years. She also served 
as an officer as vice·chairman on the Howard 
County Cancer Board for 10 years. She was 
a volunteer solicitor for the Heart Fund, 
Sister Kenny Fund, March of Dimes, Easter 
Seals and Cerebral Palsy Fund for many 
years. She served on the Advisory Board of 
the nursing education at Northeast towas 
Vocational School at Calmar, and on the 
Howard County Civil Service commission 
from 1973 to 1986. She also wasa Democratic 
Committee Woman for 20 years and has 
worked as an election official for 40 years. 
Clarence and Wilma belong to Holy Trinity 
Catholic church of Protivin where Clarence 
is an usher and both belong w the church 
choir. Clarence has been a member of the 
Knights of Columbus for over 50 years and 
is a member of Davis Assembly 4th degree 
Knights of Columbus since 1955, Wilma 
served as P ublic Relations Chai rman on the 
Deanery Board fo r two years and for six years 
ao; Public Relations Chairman of Holy Trinity 
Parish in Protivin., Wilma and Clarence have 
three spiritually adopted foster children in 
Dinajpur, East Pakistan (Bangladesh) since 
1964 which t hey have helped support and put 
through school, namely; Lolita Elizabeth 
Malo, Carmen Maria Rosario, and Luci Lipi 
Gomes. 

b y Mrs. Clarence Bous k a 

BOUSKA, DANIEL D. 
F55 

Daniel C. Bouska is a reti red farme r living 
on a farm on the west edge of Protivin, Iowa, 
in New Oregon wwnship. He was born on this 
farm August I , 1919, and has lived his entire 
life here except for a six month period that 
he spent in North Dakota. 

On Oct. 31, 1942, he married Leone 

130 

O'Brien, daughter of Andrew and Catherine 
F itzgerald O'Brien at Bluffton, lA, in St. 
Bridget's Catholic Church which is located in 
Winneshiek County. 

T o this union were born eight children: 
David Jude, Oct. 17, 1943; Mary Lec, Oct. 31, 
1945: Stephen Daniel, July 26, 1947; James 
Edward, Oct. 8, 1948; Thomas Charles, Sept. 
3, 1951; Joseph And rew, May 3, 1954; Joan 
Therese, oct. 31, 1956; and Terrence Phillip, 
May 26, 1961. 

At this time, Daniel and his wife have 21 
grandchildren ranging in ages 21 down to one 
year. 

The farm on which Daniel and his wife live 
was established on land purchased by his 
great-grandfather, John Bouska, who immi· 
grated from Bohemia in July, 1847. Daniel's 
grandfa ther, also named John Bouska, was 7 
years old at the time of the emigration of the 
family w the new world. Following his 
marriage to Anna Fencl, who was the daugh
ter of the Frank Fencl 's who also immigrated 
from Bohemia in 1856. Immediately follow. 
ing their marriage, they moved to the fa rm 
on which Dania! and his wife reside. 

Charles B. Bouska, the youngest son of this 
union and father of Daniel, took over the 
farming operation following his marriage to 
Christina Kobliska of Chickasaw County. 

Following Daniel's marriage, he and his 
wife farmed wi th his fathe r fo r a number of 
years when he eventually took over the fa rm. 

In 1961, Daniel began work as an employee 
of People's Natural Gas in Decorah. He 
continued with th is work until he retired 
after 20 years of service. His sons operated 
the fa rm during this period. 

Daniel's son, James E., who is single, is the 
present operator of the farm. He is presently 
engaged in diversified fa rming - raising corn, 
beans, oats, and hay and livestock which 
includes beef cattle and hogs. 

T he other children all reside in the state of 
Iowa. David farms in Winneshiek County. 
Mary Lee McGee is employed at U.N, I. in 
Cedar Falls. Stephen has been in construc
tion work since he was eighteen. Thom!l-~ is 
County Director of Human Services of 
Pottawattamie County and resides in Council 
Bluffs, Joseph iSA C. P.A. and a partner in the 
firm of Hacker and Nelson at Decorah, lAo 
Joan Rohret lives near Conrad, Iowa. 
Terrence is an employee of Sara Lee, New 
Hampton, and lives in Protivin. 

As o f this date, the family hopes to keep the 
farm in the Bouska name for many more 
years to come. 

b y Danie l C. Bouska 

BOUSKA, F. R. 
FAMILY 

F56 

Frank and Josephine (Koudelka) Bouska 
came to the United States from Borovany, 
Bohemia (now part of Czechoslovakia, hut at 
that time ruled by Austria). T hey were one 
of the six original Bohemian settlers in 
Spillville, filing for a fa rm near there on April 
29, 1854. This land was bought for $1.25 per 
acre. They had several children, but we will 
follow the line down to our particu lar faL~y. 

Their son, Frank, was born in Borovan~', 

a nd with his wife Barbara (Kular), they were 

then among the earliest settlers of Protivin. 
Thei r son. Frank R. and his wife, Grace 

(Slebiska) farmed west of Vernon on the 
Country club road for many years. Her 
grandparents came from Cemesnice, Bohem. 
ia in the summer of 1854; and her grandfath_ 
er , J oseph, was murdered and thrown inw the 
Mississippi from the riverboat t hey Wefe 
traveling on between Dubuque and MeGre. 
gor for a few hundred dollars in gold. His wife 
arrived in Spillville by oxcart with five sm all 
children and practically penniless. F.R. W83 
a prominent farme r and business man in 
Cresco, being one of the fou nders of the 
United Shippers. They were t he parents of 
Jess ie, Edward J., Helen and Raymond. 

Jessie married Leslie Sebastian, and they 
were the parents of Donald and Melvin. 
Donald is married to Marie Hron, and they 
are the parents of Lois (Mrs. Jerry) Voyna, 
Wayne and Gary. Lois and Jerry have one 
son, Jason. and they live in Oskaloosa. Wayne 
is married to Joan Knutson, and they have 
three child ren, Casey, Katie and Andy. Cary 
is unmarried. T hey aU live in and near Cresco. 
Melvin married Lillie Bakken , and they are 
the pa rents of Ronald, Roger, Robert and 
Richard. Ronald married Janet Strathman, 
and t heir child ren are: Lori , Brad, Douglas 
and Amanda. They all live in Altoona, Iowa. 
Roger married Michelle Granager, and t hey 
live in Costa Mesa, California. Rohert and 
Ricky are unmarr ied, 

Helen married Peter Murtaugh and their 
children are: Helen (Mrs. George) H oopman 
of Fond du Lac, Wiscoosin; !lnd Grace (Mn. 
Les) Forde of Strawberry, California. Helen 
and Ceorge have one son, David of Madison, 
Wisconsin; and Grace and Les have one 
daughter, Helen, of S trawberry, Californ ia. 

Raymond married C race Drew, and their 
children a re: Pearl and Paul of Canton, 
Minnesota. Both are unmarried. 

Edward J. married Susan Lusson (The 
Lussons came to the U.S. originally from 
Eischein, Luxembourg - to Lostant, Illinois, 
then to Remsen, S1. Lucas and Cresco, Iowa). 
Their chi ldren are Wilma, Rose, ThomWl and 
Francis all of Cresco. Wilma married Gordon 
Weinkauf, they had no children. She was 
employed for many years at Cresco Union 
Savings Bank and he at Leuthold 's mens 
store. Rose married Leo Billmyer and their 
children are Kay and David. Rose and Leo 
were co-owners with his brother in the 
Billmyer Furniture Store for over 20 years. 
Kay is married to Terry Eckerman and their 
children are: Missi, Traci and Eric. Terry ill 
a fore man at Donaldsons and Kay is an R.N. 
working part time at the Harmony, Minneso· 
ta hospital. David is u nmarried and is a career 
service man with the Air Force. Tom is 
marr ied to Helen Sobolik and was a cllTeer 
officer in the Air Force, remaining in the 
service afte r World War II, ex~pt for a few 
years prior to the Korean War, and he reti red 
as Lieutenant Colonel. They have a daughter, 
Amy of Columbus, Ohio who is an in surance 
company actuary. Francis married Doris 
Stinson Roberts, and they have no children 
- he is deputy County Assessor. 

E.J . was a field assessor for Vernon Spr ings 
Township for more thlm 30 years. They 
continued to live on the home far m until 
moving to Cresco. Like their fath ers and 
grandfathers before them, much of the work 
was done with horses. He was. however, the 
fi rst in the neighborhood to owna tractor and 
corn p icker. T he small grain and corn was cut 
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and shocked before being threshed &nd 
shredded. The grain being raised in the 1930's 
was corn, oats, barley, flu and some sorghum 
and buckwheat. Wood was cut with a gas 
pngine. Livestock was butchered on the farm. 

erything wll..ln't always work. E.J. was the 
.at in the neighborhood to have a radio - a 

Crosley tube radio with a horn. The neigh
bors gathered to listen to the Jack Dempsey
Gene Tunney fig ht, and to hear of the 
Lindbergh "Spirit of SL Louis" flight across 
the Atlantic. In the winter, there was reading, 
sledding,skating, card playing, neighborhood 
pot-lucks and dances. In the summer, there 
was soft ball and cricket, and . ince the 
Turkey river ran through the farm, there was 
swimming, wading and fIShing. The Country 
Club had Intentate Power Company bring a 
line to the Club; and the farmen on the road 
west paid Intentate themselves for the lines, 
polea, and work to bring the line to moet of 
the farms on the road. This was in the 1920', 
_ prior to the REA. 

The youngest descendants of F.R., living 
around Cresco, are the Eckerman children, 
Missi, Traci and Eric; and the Sebastian 
children, Casey, Katie and Andy. It is a aad 
fact that the fami ly came from the Frank R. 
BoUllka family will die out with Thomas, 
Francia and Plul - aince none of them have 
sons to carryon the name. 

by Wilm a Weinkauf 

BOUSKA,PROFESSOR 
FRANK W. 

F57 

Frank W. Bouska was born on s fsrm nesr 
Protivin, lows on October 27, 1875, a 80n of 
John IllId Anns (Fend) BoUllka. He married 
Sadie Bell of Augusts, Georgia. Their four 
children were: Frank J. BoUllka, Sarah (Mrs. 
Woodrow Sanford), Cyril M. BoUllka, and 
Anna (Mrs. Arthur F. Lukes). He sttended 
the public achool near his home after which 
he attended the Breckenridge Academy st 
Deqlrah, lows, preparatory fo r college A. V.R. 

In 1897, he graduated from the Amea Iowa 
State College with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Agriculture. At that time, there WI! 

only one agricultural COUHe at Ames, al
though a student could have his choice for the 
branch of work he wished to speeialiu in. 

Profeasor Bouska chose the branch of work 
in the dairy department, for which he was 
quite well prepued from home. He remained 
at the study of dairy work until 1899. He then 
became a dairy instructor. In the spring of 
1899, he became superintendent of a large 
creamery in Norfolk, Nebraska. In the faU of 
the same year, he became instructor in the 
Agricultural College at Amherst, Mass. Pro· 
fenor 80Ullka 90'11..1 reeogni~ed by the large 
butter indWltries through his explanations 
and knowledge on "Butter Increasers and 
Factor," co~rning moisture of butter. These 
earned hi,. Master ofSeience degree at Iowa 
State College st Ames in 1899. 

"or a time he wu assistant Dairy Commia· 
. ler, after which he returned to Amea as 

instructor in dairy bacteriology where he 
remained until 1908. More than half of hia 
time was devoted to progressive studies at the 
Univeraity of Wiaconain. One year he devoted 
to cheest and butter 8tudies, to Switzerland 

milk products at Leibefeld, at Friedrichobe 
University, and at Haille, Germany. 

There Professor Bouska'a name and broad 
uplanations on bacteriology were broucht 
into the agricultural press, and were recorded 
in the Swit~erland Yearly, published in 1903. 
In Haille, he devoted his time and study to 
medical and active bacterioloC)', and in 1907 
hia name and knowledge were recorded in the 
bulletin of Iowa ex~rimental station on 
elplanation of tuberculosis in hogs. 

It was at this time that American graduates 
with this kind of experience were badly 
needed in America to which he returned in 
1909 and became the Dairy Technologist of 
the American Auociation of creamery butter 
manufacturers. He then becsme superinten
dent of the Beatrice Creamery of Chicago. 
Today, ProfeS&Or Bouska is known all over 
the progressive dairying communities of the 
United States. 

He was one of the early, if not the first in 
the dai ry industry in bringing out the physi
cal bacteriological method of paBteu ri~ing 
cream. In 1913, with the awf of his co
worken in the dairy industry, he discovered 
the cream and butter atarter which was 
accepted by the experimental station of the 
University of Wisconsin in 1921.This work 
wu highly valued and thus the Bouska· 
Brown method became atandard in the 
United Ststes and in the prosperous dairying 
countries in Europe. The name of Professor 
Bouska is known to diarymen and the dairy 
industry all over the United States and 
Canada. His knowledge and nplanations in 
dairying were published in experimental 
stations of many states, the American Associ
ation of butter manufacturers, the Journal of 
Dairy Science, the New York Produce Re· 
view, the American Creamery Butter Cheese 
and Egg Journal, the World', Butter Review, 
Food Journal, the Canad ian Dairy lee Cream 
Journal, and many othen. 

Professor Bouska was a member of the 
American Dairy Science Association, Society 
of American Bacteriologillt.s , Creamery But
ter Association, American Association of 
Ctechoslovak EngineeCll, and a Dairy Tech
nologieal Club of Chicago. In his high stand~ 
ing, Doctor Bouska WIIS always pleasing and 
friendly to all he knew. Being born and ra ised 
on the farm, he alwaya showed a preference 
to country life. With thill thought in mind, he 
reti red from the Beatrice Creamery Co. and 
returned to Protivin, where he litarted to 
build a modem home, in which to spend the 
rest of his life. His untimely death prevented 
the completion of thi. masterpiece which he 
WII..I trying to accompliah as his pasttime for 
several years. 

His wife, Sadie, died at Glen Ellyn, Illinois 
on May 23, 1928, and Frank passed away in 
April, 1938, at the age of 63 years. 

by Mll. Clarence Bous k a 

BOUSKA, JOHN AND 
ANNA (FENCL) 
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John was born in Bohemia in July 1847, a 
aon of Frank and Josephine (Koudelka) 
Bouska. He was seven years old at the time 
of immigration of the family to the new world 
in 1853. After spending ~iI months in Cleve-

land, Ohio, the family continued thei r we
stward ;ourney to Iowa. They took up their 
abode in Winneshiek County where he 
aecured a homestead claim of 80 acres in 
Sumner Twp. Later, he preempted 40 acres 
and later purchased a tract of 80 acre~ thus 
owning 200 acres in Winneshiek County. In 
the 1890'., he purchased 320 acre8 of land in 
Howard County. In the &arne decade, he 
moved to his Howard County property and 
remained thereon to the time of his death 
which occurred when he reached 90 years of 
age. Hia wife died in 1908 at age 88. 

In 1874, he wedded Anna Fencl, a dsughter 
of Frank Fencl, who came to Winne8hiek 
County from Bohemia in 1856. He owned 
over 1300 acre8 of land in Howard and 
Winneshiek County. He was one of the 
founders of Bohemian Savings Bank in 
Protivin, Iowa. 

To J ohn and Anna Bouska, the following 
family of 13 children were born; first born 
died a8 infant: Mary, Mrs. Anton Blazek; 
John A., married ACnes Sazma; Caroline, 
Mra. Frank J. Kl imesh; Frances, Mrs. Louise 
Ptacek; Joseph D., married Julia Huber; 
Louisa, Mn. Adolph Busts; Albina, Mrs. 
John Svoboda; Charles, married Christina 
Kobliaka; Roee, Mrs. John Kunt: Adolph, 
deceased at age .. years of diphtheria and is 
buried at Spillville, Iowa; Agnes, deceased at 
age 22 yean (singlel; and Frank W., Professor 
at Iowa State College in Ames, married Sadie 
Bell of Augusta, Georgia. 

At the present date of September 15, 1986, 
all the fam ily is decel.lled including spouses 
except Albina (Mu. John Svoboda) who at 
age 94 on Auru8t 1, 1986 is still living in 
Protivin physically well and of sound mind. 

by M rs. Clarence Bouaka 

BOUSKA, JOSEPH D. 
AND. JULIA FAMILY 
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Joseph D. Bouska was born in Huward 
County on May 26, 1885. At age 23, he 
married Julia M. Huber at Rollette, North 
Dakots. On June It , 1915 their only child II 
son, Clarence, was born at Protivin, Iowa. Mr. 
Bouska had 320 acres of land which he 
purchased from his father, John Bowka. In 
1911 , he organi:ted the Klimesh Auto Co. and 
established a garage at Protivin and aOO one 
lit Spillville. The business engaged in garsge 
and repair business and sales of sutomobiles. 
In December of 1915, he organized the 
Protivin Electric Co. which was incorporated 
on December 25, 1915. He also instslled the 
plant of the Protivin Telephone Co. in 1905 
and was the manager. In 1909, he was made 
notary public. He alao o~rated a moving 
picture show. He was a member of the town 
council, Mayor of Protivin fo r 2Q years, 
Preaident of the school board, and a member 
of the Democratic Central Committu. He 
managed a baseball team and was a member 
of the Protivin Band. Mr. Bouska was a 
Director of Bohemian Savinp Bank and later 
was President of the Bank . 

J oseph D. Bouska was a representative 
from Howard County in the Iowa Legislature 
in the early 1930's. Mr. Bouska's death 
occurred on March 2, 1969 at age 83. His wife 
Julia passed away on October 16, 1952 stage 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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60. Joseph O. was a son of John and Anna 
(Fencl) Brousks and Julia was a daughter of 
Anton and Rose (Strnad) Huber. Julia was 
born Oil Fehruary 16, 1892. She served as the 
night uperstor fur the Protivi n Telephone Co. 
fo r 30 yes r~. 

by Mrll. Cla r ence Bouska 

BOUSKA, RAYMOND 
J. 
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Mr. and )1.1 ". Hay Bou5ka 

Raymond J . Bouska was a native of 
Howard County having been born on a farm 
near Creso on October 14, 1901, the youngest 
child of Frank R. and Grace Siebiska Bouska. 
He attended rural school and then engaged 
in farming. On FebrUl'ITY 23, 1925 he and 
Grlilce Drew were married at the Cathedrlll of 
SL Raphael in Dubuque, Iowa. Grace was the 
daughter of Michael J. and Mary Jane Sexton 
Drew of Decorah. Iowa. She was a teacher in 
the area. Two child ren were born, Pearl 
Marie and Paul Anthony. Laler, on moving 
to Cresco. Ray was employed as a harness 
maker and iii clerk in lhe Kalishek Hardware 
store for many years, then for Howard 
County 15 a dynlilmi ter and later on building 
bridges. He worked at Goodrich and Searey 
and then served the City of Cresco as Street 
Commissioner for several years. He returned 
to farming in 1948. The family lived south · 
west of Cresco, south of Cresco, later at 
Ridgeway, Iowa and then moved to Canton, 
Minnesota where the parents, Ray and Grace, 
passed away in later years. Pea rl waa em
ployed in the business office of St. Joseph 
Mercy Hospital in Cresco, Iowa and, having 
resigned there, was employed by Peter F. 
Kepros, M.D. in his office at the Cresco 
Medical Clinic until the local doctors joined 
together to form the Cresco Medical Center, 
P.C. where she is presently employed. Paul 
worked at the Fillmore County Nursery at 
Canton, Minnesota for eight years and then 
at HI::CO in Harmony, Minnesota for fiye 
years. He returned to farming at the time of 
his fathe r's death. an occupation in which he 
is presently engaged at Canton_ Raymond 
had one brother, Edward J . and two sisters, 
Jes~ie Bouska Sebastian and Helen Bouska 
Murtagh, sll of whom are deceased. Grace 
came from a family of eight, deceased 
member~ are William Drew of Ridgeway and 
Francis M. Drew of Del":orah, her brothers, 
and a sister Catherine Drew of D«orah. 
Living memhers are her sisters. Genevieve M. 
McCabe of St. Paul, Minnesota, who is in 
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excellent health at age 92. Bea Drew of 
Decorah, Lorelta Mitchell of Lime Springs. 
and Lucy Drew of Decorah. 

by Pea rl M. Bou s ka 

BROCKMEYER, JOHN 
AND CLARA 
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Clara Brockmeyer 

John and Clara Brockmeyer and their 
three daughters, Wilma, Lois and Zeida, 
moved to a 130 acre farm in Howard Center 
township, Howard County, Iowa, Msrch I , 
1932, from Colesburg, Delaware County, 
Iowa_ 

John BToc~ meyer 

John W85 in the group that succ",ded in 
getting REA to Howard County and his was 
one of the first far ms on the western edge of 
Howard Center to be electrified. 

He served on the County Farm Bureau 
board for many years and was among the first 
county stock holden in the Farm Bureau 
In5urance Company. 

He wa, instrumental in gelting the Howard 
County Experimental Farm organized and 
operati ng. 

He was involved in the organization of the 
Farm Servi« Co·op (now C& H Farm Ser_ 
vice) . 

He served two terms as Howard County 
representative in the Iowa State Legislature 
in Des Moines. 

His first year in Howard County, when he 
planted corn on his farm, well meaning 
neighbors laughed saying he couldn't grow 
corn, but he ha.d a good crop and continued 
to raise corn crops with proper fertilizers as 
recommended by the Iowa State Extension 
Service office. 

He wll8a veteran of WWI serving in EUropr 
and was a long t ime member of the Lloyd L. 
Horton Legion Post in Lime Springs, Iowa. 

He flerved in the Lime S prings Methodi.!lt 
Church in various way5 . 

• Iohn and Clara moved to Cresco after 
selling their fM m to Roger Foote who recent. 
Iy sold it to the Exchange State Bank of Lime 
Springs. They lived in Cresco until1980whtn 
they entert.ained the Pleasantville Care Cen
IA:r, PIClisantville, Iowa. 

Clara died in October, 1982 and John in 
July, 1984. Both rest in the Howard Center 
township Cemetery. 

For some years John and Clara were 
pa rtners with thei r daughter, Lois and Wil· 
liam DeJoode, on the fa rm ra ising hybrid 
hogs. Some years later, daughter, Wilma and 
Harmon Hinners, operated a grade A (bulk 
milk) dai ry in partnership with her pa renl$. 

The daughters a re now located _ Wilms 
in Brush, CO; Lois in Pleasantyi lle, Iowa and 
Zeida Clark in Mesa, AZ. 

by Wilm a Hinners (Dee Brockmeyer) 

BRONNER, JOHN 
FAMILY 
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John Bronner, wi th his brothers, emigrated 
fro m Germany in the 1850's. He homesteaded 
a farm in Albion T ownship. On J une 15, 1861 
he was married to Mary Dempewolf, who alto 
emigrated from Hanover. Germany. She was 
born J uly 30, 1843, and lived until April, 
1910. This young couple res ided and farmed 
the same place all their married life. This 
farm is still in the Bronner family, now 
occupied by their fourth and fift h generation, 
Mr. and Mrs. Brent Bronner and two daugh
ters, Sarah and Robyn. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Bronner were regular 
attendant.!l and members of the original Zion 
Evangelical Church; which is now Zion 
United Methodist. It is located acrou the 
road from their farm. Their first home w lJ 
a log cabin buil t near II spring south of the 
presenl dwelling. As their family grew, , 
larger h,ome was requi r~. Then a t .... o-story 
WIIS bui\ nearer the foad. This had to be 
replaced, ':.00. 




