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R. E. LEE ALCRICH

Pictured aw Legisiztor, 1933

Aldrich taught school for 27 vears
in the winter and was a succassiul
stock-raiser and farmer in the
summer. During his long tezching
career he never ¢nce made an ap-
plication to a school board for a
school. He taught the Rowan town
school in 18389 and 1890.
Served in Legislature

Mr. Aldrich was clected as state
representative from the 75th Dis-
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| ber of the 45th Towa General As-
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920 WRIGHT COUNTY, 10WA.

publication,  Mr. Hinman is a prominent farmer living in this township.
Carrie Hinman was horn on August 23, 1878, heing a native of this town-
ship.  Her mother died when she was only nine months of age. Mr. and
Mrs. Schleiffarth are the parents of four children living and one deceased.
They are Arthur R., horn on May 30, 1899; Alva H., Mav 26, 1902; Madge
C., November 5, 1904; Charles Paul, May 24, 1907, the death of the latter
occurring when he was two and one-half vears old; and \Walter .\., August
20, 1909, .

The gentleman whose name appears at the head of this article is inter-
ested in politics, but has held no offices. He is Republican, and he and
family are members of the Congregational church to whose work they are
devoted.

Mr. Schleiffarth has fullilled the traditions of his family, for he has
mproved every foot of ground which he has owned, and has by strict adher-
ence to husiness, enhanced his life, at the same time making life happier and
better for others.

R. E. LEE ALDRICH,

R. [ Lee Aldrich, farmer, teacher, public official and man of affairs in
\Wright county, was horn in Barry county, Michigan, on June 13, 1860, the
son of Irederick and Mary ( Auten) Aldrich, natives of Ontario and Tomp-
kins countics, New York, respectivelv.  Frederick Aldrich was the son of
Irederick and Lucy ( Knickerbocker) Aldrich and the grandson of |lorono-
mus Knickerbocker, who was the founder of the town of Schenectady, New
York.  The Aldrich Family is of Puritan stock: the Knickerhocker family 1s
of the old Duteh colony, of New York.

IPrederick Aldrich, father of the subject of this sketch, was a farmer
and extensive hop-grower of Michigan, a husiness which he followed until
1873, when, with his family, he moved to the state of Kansas, where he
lived for two years and then went to Buchanan county, lowa. After three
vears residence i Buchanan comnty, Irederick Aldrich came to Wright
county, where he hought one hundred sixty aceres of land in section 19,
lowa township, on which he spent the remainder of his life.  Frederick
Aldrich was & man who took an important part in the public life and in mat-
ters of general welfare, while a resident of the state of Michigan he was a
delegate to the national convention. at Jackson, Michigan, which organized
the Repullican party, where he wis known as “Old Greenbacker.”  Tater,

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Somety_




WRIGHT COUNTY, IOWA, 927

as a citizen of \Wright county, the elder Aldrich was an nnportant clement
in the development of the county from prairie land with its numerous herds
of cattle, to a community of prosperous farmers and progressive citizens.
Frederick and Mary Aldrich were the parents of seven children, of whom
15 Lee is the youngest.

.15 Lee Aldrich received his education in the country schools of his
pative county until he was seventeen years of age, after which he attended
the Clarion high school for twq vears, then became a student of the Northern
lowa Normal College, at that time located at Algona, [owa, for onc year,
and then for two years he studied at Highland Park College, at Des Moines,
Towa. lFollowing his school days Mr. Aldrich taught school during the
vears 1880-87 at the Bingham school. east of the town of Rowan, and for
practically all of the school years since that time he has heen a school teacher
in the winter and a farmer in the summer.  R.I5 Lee Aldrich has acquired
fve hundred and sisty acres of land in sections 17, 18, 19 and 20, of Iowa
township, where he engaged in general agricultural pursuits and i stock
raising.  The farm of Mr. Aldrich is registered and known as “Willow 1
Farm.”

On June 16, 184, R. . Lee Aldrich was married, in Wright county,
o Titta Rowen, who was born in Clarion, Towa, on .\ugust I, 1875, the
danghter of Joseph T and Georgia [ Stearns) Rowen. w cll-known people m
the public and oiticial life of the community. R, 1 Lee and [Etta Aldrich
are the parents of the following children: Nathan, who was born on Jann-
ary 31, 1800 George Dewey, April 23, 18098 1. 15, Lee, Jr.. March 27,
1goo: and Fred, February 28, 1901, who died on October 6, 1904, R. | DA
Tee \ldrich and his family are interested in and are supporters of the Con-
gregational church. :

In the public and official life of the township and county, R 1. Tee
\ldrich has taken an important parts m addition to heing nominated for
several promient offices, he has served as president of the school hoard for
many years.  Mr. Aldrich is known throughout the county for his interest
in the hoys and girls of the county and their education.  In politics M.
\drich is & Democrat.  The fraternal interest of R. 5. T.ee Aldrich is cen-
tered in the Independent Order of Odd Fellows lodge, of Delmond. an
organization in which he is a leading member.

Diring the past several years the great interest of R, . T.ee Aldrich
and his Tamily, i~ in the care of and the attention to the wife and mother,
who since the vear 1868, has heen an imvalic. The kindness of the nature

s : . . . .
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of R. I, Lee Aldrich, not only in his home, but among all, has won for him
a host of friends and admiring fellow citizens. He is one of the honored
and appreciated citizens of Wright county.,

BENJAMIN P BIRDSALL.,

Benjamin . nil'(|:i:l“{ of Clarion, was born on October 20, 1858, at
Weyauwega, Waupaca county, Wisconsin, the son of Benjamin and \nna
H. Birdsall. RHjs parents were horn in New York,

the father in Columbia
county and the mother iy Cattaraugus county.

Benjamin Birdsal Was i pioneer in Wisconsin, settling at and found-
ing the town of \\'e_\':m\\'cgn, in the year 18.40.

NAfter engaging for twenty-
hve vears in the lamber husiness in Wisconsin,

he moved, with his family
of nine children, (o lowa, and in the spring of 1871 purchased and settled
upon the Purcell fapm at Big Wall lake, in Wright county. At that date,
and for ten years afterwar, Wright county was without a railroad, and
he and his family experienceq the hardships of pioneer life upon the western
prairies,  His home yas the half-way house on the line of travel between
the Boone angd fowa rivers, and became 2 refuge in times of storm and
distress,

The subject of this sketeh was educated in the common school at Alden,
Towa, and later attended the State University at [owa City. The hahits
of industry which have characterized his life he now attributes to his early
Iife upon the farm, where, amid the fragrance of the clover blossom and
the sweat of labor, their foundation was Jaid. After reading law in the
office of Hon. C. M. Nagle at Alden for two years, Mr. Birdsall was
admitted 1o the har in March, 1878, and practiced at Alden until 188,
when he removed to Clarion.  In the *Benely and Bar of Wright County”
will he found g history of his judicial and political services.

Benjamin . Birdsall has heen murried twice, his first wife, Bertha
FL Schultz, of Alden, died in April, 1886, leaving him two children, Mau-
rice 19, and Lotta M. The former marrie( Nelle M. Michelson, of Clarion,
and now resides at Clarion and is engaged with his father in the practice
of Taw. He is a graduate of the Clarion high school, and an alunimus of
the L department of the State University of [owa. His wife is the only
daughter of M. A and Fern Michelson, of Clarion, one of the best-known

. . . ty Of‘
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JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE

R. E. LEE ALDRICH

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable reso-
lution commemorating the life, character and public service of the late
Honorable R. E. Lee Aldrich, begs leave to submit the following me-
morial:

R. E. Lee Aldrich was born June 13, 1867, at Hickory Corners, Mich-
igan. He passed away at Belmond, Iowa, October 21, 1953, at the age
of 86. He was the son of Frederick and Mary Auten Aldrich, natives
of New York. In 1873 he went, with his family, by covered wagon to
the State of Kansas. After three years they moved back to Buchanan
County, Iowa, where they lived for two years.

As a boy of 11, he came to Wright County with his parents and re-
sided on a farm in Jowa township for two years. In 1880 his parents

oved to a farm a short distance southwest of Belmond, where Mr.
Aldrich made his home for the last 70 years of his life.

He received his education in the country schools of Iowa township un-
til he was 16 years of age. He attended Clarion High School for two
vears, after which he attended Northern Iowa Normal College at Algona
for a year and Highland Park College at Des Moines for two years.

Following his school days, Mr. Aldrich taught school.

He was elected State Representative from Wright County and served
in the Forty-fifth and Forty-fifth Extra sessions of the Assembly.

On June 16, 1894, he was married in Belmond to Laurette Rowan,
daughter of Joseph and Georgia Rowan and granddaughter of Robert
Rowan, founder of the Town of Rowan. Four sons were born to them:
Nathan, George, R. E. Lee, Jr., and Fred. Mrs. Aldrich and two of his
sons, George and Fred, preceded him in death.

Mr. Aldrich is survived by the other two sons, Nathan of Percival,
and R. E. Lee, Jr., who resides on the home farm. He also leaves eight
grandchildren,

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fifty-
sixth General Assembly of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable
R. E. Lee Aldrich, the state has lost an honored citizen and a faithful,
useful public servant, and the House, by this resolution, would express
its appreciation of his service, and tender its sympathy to the members
of his family. ’

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon
the Journal of the House and the Chief Clerk be directed to forward an
anrolled copy to the family of the deceased.

CraRk H. McNEAL,

W. E. DARRINGTON,

WENDELL PENDLETON,
Committee.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historic




FOOD AND POPULATION CONFERENCE

4
R. E. Lee Aldrich, Sr., First Democrat elected to the state Rowan area farmers attending the United Church _of Christ's
legislature from the 75th district. Elected in 1932. Served two F“_d and Population Conference were Lee Aldrich, Jerry
sessions 1933-34. Boyington, Charles Holmes, Jack Burt, Mrs. Burt, and Mrs.
Aldrich.
These Rowan farmers served as guides at the ISU Campus
for 350 representatives from all over the world. 1974.
}
{
4
J 3 I' ws
This is the Rowan comnittee that put together the scrapbook
which won a $200.00 Community Betterment Award for their
, .. home community. Left to right: Berniece Andrews, Pat
"~ Crafton, Edna Boyington, Marian Arends, Grace Sellers and
i Joan Utz. Chloe Smith, also on the committee, was absent.

A Rowan community gathering was held Sunday evening for
the program, the feature items being the presentation of
f three awards to the community. Presenfed to Lion Dennis
Bailey was the Lion’s Leadership Award as the sponsoring
group of the community beautification. An award was
presented to the Fire Dept. for their outstanding perform-
ance in the community and for the completion of a training
program. The most notable award was the third place award
from the State of lowa for Community Betterment, and
} which included a prize of $200.00.
{ Announcements were made by Lynn Bailey and Mayor Ted
Schaeffer. Grace Sellers and Chuck Keith also made reports,
[ and the Girl Scouts, under the direction of Mrs. Jim Utz,
presented a check from the paper drive to the community.
[ Dec. 8, 1974]

Rowan Lions’ Club serving one of their famous annual
Chicken Barbecue.
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