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CLINTON CouNTY. I ow A. 
CONTAINING 

Page Portraits and Biographical Sketches of Prominent 
and Representative Citizens of the County, 

TOGETHER WITH 

PORTRAITS AND BIOGRAPHIE,S OF ALL· THE GOVERNORS OF IOWA, AND 

.OF THE ,PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Also Oontainine: a History of the County from its Earliest Settlement 
Up to the Present Time. 
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UHAPMAN BROTHERS, 

1886. 
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CLINTON COUNTY. 

ancl lot in -Newton, where he li vcd uutil lli7M, the 
ye:\1' in which he wns cnllecl from enrth. The 
mother, who still lives on the ole! place, makes n. 
home for her youngest claughtel', who also remains 
under the parental roof. 

The subject of this hiogrnphy remainerl at home 
until he was twenty-three y<'l\l'l! olfl, but at the age 
of nineteen began work in a sawmill, which he con
ducted four years. I Jc received n practical c<lucn
tion in Germany, anrl his shrcw<lucss nn<l b.i1~iness 

ability were in his favor , so that he next obtJlinetl 
11 situation ns n. clerk in the clothing ~tore of Au
gu~t flmnngurllten, in Lyon>~. Thcl'l! he l'l'lllnincd 
live years, and ou thu 13th of April, llliX, com- · 
mencerl busine~s with hi:; present pnrtuer, the loca
tion bciug the ?lfnsonic Temple. Thq cnrriecl the 
same line of goocls aml n•maiuefl two years con
nected there, thence removing to their present site, 
ii!l Jlfain street, where they lm ve enmed n wide pnt
ronnge n.nd rlo a flourishing businC$$. 

M1·. ~ievers was married Dec. 18, 1876, to :'lliunie 
llol<lorf, ooughter o f Freel llolclorf, n native of 
<;ermnny, who came to America in. l 81i6, nne! settlerl 
in the city of Clinton. He is at present a resiclent of 
Eaton Township, and engngefl in f:trming. :'lfr. 
Sievers is the fnther of two hright boys-Eddie 
anrl Alfred. 

Our subject is n. Democrat in political sentiment. 
lie is bnilfling n. home on the corner of Sixth anrl 
Frnnklin streets, and the house has received a valu
ation of *5,500 with its surrounding lot and all im
provements. lie is one of the best nnd most sub
~tantinl men of Lyons, is honest nnd stmi,zhtfor
wnrd in all business rlen lings, and is well respeeterl 
nnrl liked ns a neighbor nn<l friend. 

ERMAN Tfi ii<:SSEN. The subject of this 
biogmphy, who is a blnek:>mith by trnde, 
hut at the present time is engnged in agri
cnlturnl pursuits, re!licles on section 5, Cen

ter Township, and is well-known nnrl respected for 
his enterpri:<c nnd pro.zr<':o;.~ in hi:< dw:<<'ll fl!•lfl of in
dustry. 

Mr. Thiessen wns horn in Sle:;wick-Tiolstein, Ger
mn.ny. March 4, Utl8. He cmne to Amcricn. in 

18;i;i, nt the nge of seventeen. lie was 
alone, without a fricu<l to h<~l p him, and em lnnding 
n.t New York City, wns "n :<tmngcr in a str:\llgc !nne! 
11ud n long way from home." He paused to con
!liller whnt his next mm·c "lwultl he, nml finally de
Cifling to go " 'est. he renH>Hfl to Davenport, 
Jowa, where he hn<i two hrothcrs lh·ing, in which 
place he remained one ycm·. lie 1wxt came to thi» 
county nn<l :~cttlccl 011 se<:tion .i, Center Township, 
mul in ~o doing mn<lc the acquaintnnce of the 1:\rly 
who afterward becnme his wife. ti el' name was 
Catherine Paulsen, nud tlwir nuptiab wl·re cele
h•·:•ltHl i\lny !1 1 \Xri:! . Slw 11'11~ l>nru ill (l l'l'lllllii,Y, 

.Jan. I !J, I X4:l , mid i.J.)' their uni1111 they h:wc :l fam
ily of scYen chilclrcn livinJr, n:; follows: Arlolph, 
horn l•'eh. H, I ~li?; Emma ('., Feh. :!:1, I llfi!l; :I,2: 
lu1unnh, l·'ch. fi, I Xi I; Augu~t, Fc•h. :!fi, 1X7:1; C:us
'bf, ~lny'27, 1117!.1; Amelia, Aug. 1:!, lXH:I; n.nd 
Tena, Nov. :.10, IR77. The <lccc:L~etl nrc Emma, 
born Dec. II, 1R63, died l>cc. :!ii, 1XIi3; .Julius, 
hom Feb. :.14, I Rli4, flicc\ A pl'il :2~· of the snme 
year; Bertha, hum Fd>. :!:!, 1/lli.-J, tliefl April I i, 
18(iG; and one who t1 ie!l ut Lyuus, Sept. !1, I Xi .-~, 

age<\ two clnys,. 
~lr. ThiC!<SCn has 31ii acre:; o f lancl finely cnltivn

ted and improved, nn<l sixty :~en·~ of it lie close to 
the city of Lyous. lie i;; lnr~1'ly cu"'ngcrl in the 
hrccding of hogs, IH>I';;cs nnd <·attic•. Jlis llwclling-
huusc is :10 x ;11; feet in <limcnsious :uul is huilt of 
woof!, while one of his h:1rns is I 00 x :3fi feet ancl the 
othc1· liO x 5:! ft:et. lie has him~elf crcctcc\ nil the 
bnildiugs upon hb plnt·e, nn <l hns ample rcas1lll to he 
proud of the w9rk dune. 

Both our subject nnd wife arc members of the 
Lutheran Church, and he is at this time one of the 
Town Trustees of Center Town;:hip. lie has served 
one yenr out of his three, and is highly regarded for 
the interest he tnkes in the town. I Jc is well kuown 
nncl highly esteemed and respected in this county, 
11nrl is n. t rue German in type of character. His 
mother rliecl in I 1184, in this <:ounty, and his father 
in (;crmany, in !H-Ili o 1· lk~i. 

Tu polities .Hr. 'J'hic:;sen is Dt•mnerntir., a1Hl is n 
:lfiiiH"h 1Hlll<'l'<'llt to tl11• princ·iplt•,;uf hi,. party, whid1 
he supports with the utuw::.t \' igor. lie is a mem
I.Jer of the shooting society of sportsmen, ancl once 
won the pri?.e of *I on fm· his :.kill n:; a marksman. 
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CLINTON QOUNTY .. 

This was in Davenport. 
mnt.rh e,·ery two year:'. 

They hnve n shooting
l\1 r. Thiessen is one of 

those forcign<'t'>', who. cotning to Am<>ricn, put forth 
every effort in hc•hnlf (I( enterprise and nch·:mce
mcnt, :\!HI who by honornhle labor nnd honest pru
rl<>ner g-nin n !'lron~.r footholcl nncl eventunlly win n 
fn vomhle <'OIIIJH'L<•m·y. 

A fine litho~rmphir ,·ipw of .Mr. Thiessen's resi
clcnce, commo<lious <)l(t-huilcling nnd good stock nre 
shown elsewhere in th is work. 

J
UOit.N WYATT. The gentlemnn of whom 
II thi!' history is giv<'n is \\·~11 known in Lyons 

({@ II for his enrn<'l't, stmil!htforwnrd dealings in 
~~~ hu!'in<'~<.~. Jlr is n nntin• of " 'n.t'wic·kshire, 
EH~.rl:mel, :mel w:1~ hom .Jnl,r l!!•, I Xl!X. !lis pm·c•nts, 
\\' i IIi am :nul Elizn hc•th (Swc•ct) W ,ratt, WC'rc nnti ves 
of Englnnel. his fath<>r coming to Am<>ricn in 185i, 
ancl settling in Lyons. Ill• clied in 18i0, but the 
wife all(] mother d!'pnrted this life in her native 
land in IX:H. The . fnmily con~i~tccl of six chil
clrcn, two of whom nr!' still living-Edwnrd nnd 
.John. 

.John W):att wns kept in ~chool nncl rcrcivccl good 
rducntionnl ach:111tn:rc·s until he n•nched the nge of 
twelve .rear~ . At the nge of fourtc•en he wn.s ap
pr<'ntic·c·el :uul lc·arm•d tltc• tailur'!< tr:ulc, at whi<'h he 
scn·ecl six ycnr:<. From that timn nntil he cnmc to 
Am<'rica in I X.iO, he worked ns n jountc•.rmnn. On 
arriving lwrc• h<' wrnt tn Ut.iC:l, N. ¥. , :u11l workNl 
for nm• y<'ar; thcnc·c• l<> Jkt,roit, .\lich., will' I'<' he 
wo1·kecl two yc:lrs ami nftenmrd he •·eturned to 
Enghncl. Sp<'tllling two .n·ars among friends in 
his untiv<> lancl h<' came hnr.k to thh; couniry in 
I Hiifi, making n stny in Detroit of one year ancl 
frofn there <'~'1.111<' to Lyons. i\lakiug nn iu vestment 
with his brother in two ncres of lnncl joining where 
he now live~ nnd owning now twenty-seven acres, 
be built ou the snme in 18i3. He eugnged nt his 
trncl<' until I HiO, ancl since then h:tS work<'d the 
fnrm. 

Onr subject entered the st.'l.te of matrimony in 
18Gi, ancl united heart nne! hand with Miss l\1. A . 
Green, n nnti ve of C.:nnn<ln, nud n daughter of 

Hobert anel .Jnne (l'hilips) Green . .. The father 
died in I 871 and her mother still lives iu Lyons. 

1\lr. \\'yntt's fnmily consists of five children, all 
of whom survive. as follows: William E., Henry J., 
Elizabeth, .John 1'. n111l George 0 . Edwarrl " 'yntt, 
brother of our !'uujcct, came to Americn in H\55 
anrl settled in Lyons. JJc W:tS n machinist by trnde 
nnd commeneed work for Grahnm & Shouermnn, and 
while in their t:mploy had the great nnd lasting 
misfortuue to lose the best friend he owned, phys.' 
icnlly, viz. , his right lumd. This painful circum
stance occurred in 185G, nnd· for the last seventeen 
yenrs he hns been nssocinted with the Fulton saw
mill, in which he is one of the stockholders. He 
hns a t.'\.Ste amounting to n passion for mechanical 

· labor, and run~ the cngiue in the s..'l.wmill in whose 
poncleronl! workiugs he clnily sees the beauty which 
is nppr<'riatecl only l•y th<• true mechanic. With 
hi!< brotlwr he own:< the property sitnntcd iu Lyons 
and together they c:oncluct their business with nn 
eye single to th<' joint interest. Both are Repub
lican in politicnl principle .nnd views, and both also 

~remembers of the I. 0. 0. F. From a mere pit. 
tnnce and without the nid of Fortune's hand at the 
beginning, they hnve won their way upward, and 
are in no way 1'<'-~tri<'tctl financinlly. They nre 
<'minently self-mnde men nncl nrc justly proud of 
the fact that sucl'<'S1' lies within the rench of nll who 

1 faithfully , per~i~tcnll,r afHl patiently. woo· her. 

/1
~ <• ARX lUHI\\'EDDER, of th<' firm of Rob

\\\ . wc<lcl<'r Bro$.. hnrd ware mcrchnuts, is the 

ll\ subject of thi>' biugrnphy. They are lo
rat<lel iu Lyons n111l well known . ns hn viug 

a l\ro:<J>erous nnd tlouri~hing br"incss, C.'\lliug out a 
lnrgc eir!'le of p:~tron~. l\1 r. R wn-" Lmu iu Ger
mnuy in 1 ~47, :mel is tltt' sun of Lex Rohwedder. 
1\lnrx remainecl nt home until he wns fourteen years 
of age, nnd in the meantime attenclect the common 
schools, after whil-11 he worked on the farm for 
some months, nnd in 18G5 he left his native land 
ancl cnme to America. From New York he came· 
to Clinton Conuty and for two years was employed ; 
on a farm lomwd n short ctistnucP._ from Lyons.! 
On completing this engagement he ' cnme to .tbe~ 
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ancestry 
You searched for Johannes H. Thiessen in Iowa 

Contact US: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

"' . Caporale lnlctrNbOO 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Kaml': Johannes H Thiessen 

Birth Yt·<H': abt 1871 

Bi tth !'lace: Iowa 

Gendl't" Male 

Race: White 

Marital Statu~. Married 

Census Oate 1915 

Rl·,idcnce State: Iowa 

Rc,idcnce County: Clinton 

l~>cality: Camanche 

Mother·~ Germany 
Birthplace: 

Father' Germany 
Bitthplace. 

Roll. 1A1915_116 

Line: 180 

Neighbors: Vie" othen. on page 

Hou~ehold Nanw 

Members: Johannes H Thiessen 

Source Information: 
\J1C\"~tr..rom. fou'O Stat~. <"eeL .. u' Cc~ltttr n t8Jll--19:l.'i Jdataba.~· on~li"t> Pr 1' l r l.' \ 

44 

\ C'\ ~-u·~,: rom Opf'rati n" InC'. :.t007 Or tn ( d•ltjll' \11(·rofilmof lm\a !'teth.• Ct·n .. ~~ lR·o. &88:.. 
1895. 1')<>5. IQtS. 1925 a_ .. ~dl' riou~ spHa In l'h (<S from 1H36·tX97 obta'nffi frum l~ St.tttt 
II tll\('"d)SIX'Il"'f:\Ofl ;t\ldllll"nt. f'Qt l 

l>e(,cription: 
Th d.ttabobt" ronl.lli~ I0\\71 .q t n" (o IQ-\\ln~)c"31 .. : 1850. aRSi. IR9.> 1qos. 191.,-; 

nrl19.!5. ft T~ ·nrfttdt: .. ...:onwo hrad c·hold t'«"RSIJ.St"Sand othe-r spt'(1al a: ~ 
t830·18~7- tnfonnat'<.•n ol\311 blc- for .tn mdl\idt I \\til \.tr\ M'("(1rrling lO lht" C't"n !t \ a 11nd tht 
nform.1lkJn rt"Qu~ ... t..-rl on th C"'"n"'l"" form Son t ftht> infcnm.1tiun ('f>n...,.•nc-tt·n th.,dtt bo • 
thou~h andudt· .. : name ttg,t".t:tndn r, C'C' hiiH\Jl.\t'\"' manl<tl.,.tatu .... and pl.Jct' offnl n~•l'tion 
l.t:trn mort" ••. 

Alii hates 

Plt!VACY POliCY Tem>s and Conclobons 

Ancestry.com 

http:/ /search. ancestry .com/ cgi -bin/sse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db= IAstatecen%2c&rank=0&=%2c%2c ... 116/2010 
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ancest ry 
You searched for Johannes H. Thiessen in Iowa 

1920 United States Federal Census 

Name: Johannes H Thiessen 

Homl' in 1920: Camanche, Clinton , Iowa 

Age: 48 years 

l.stimah .. xl bit1h abt 1872 

Birthplace Iowa 

Relation to HNd Head 

ofHons!': 

Sponsl•'s numc: Anna 

Fathrr's Birth Germany 

Place: 

:'\-!other's Birth Germany 

Place. 

:'-larital Statu" Married 

Racl. White 

Sl·x· Male 

Ahlc to read: Yes 

Able to Write: Yes 

Image: 22 

t\l'ighbor~: Vie" other~ on page 

HonM•hold :\amc 

Membe~: .Johannes II Thiessen 

Anna Thicl»cn 

Ramona Thiessen 

Ada line Thiessen 

Ed\\;n Stc1 en~ 

Suurce ('ih,tion: '\'i\1: H,l:tO;l\•ll,l1~ I>I.H'1" C'cummdl~o', ('linton, lou·a: Ro\1 Tc-.:t,, tH.i
l)n · 108: f:uunwr<ttion Oi~trkl· 3 lm:'l~l'! :n 

Soun:t•lnformalion: 
\rltY .. tn.('om. 19:.10 l nit 'Stat !C 1- /(ru/( ~'L""''' [d Hell> ''t"on·lult~l PRl\O, L l L" \ 
\nno~tn. -om OJ.r~ at -; 11 :.t<)()() l'1t.lJF.t":ot~ n.•produn filn fam•h:-;<:arrh 

la -.ont~rontcont<ofth lihnr"mU..·~ '' tthrf llm,mg:\AK-\" bl , :'\<\M...\ 

' EnurruordUon ()' -.tn,," 81q.8JQ n rot 3:lJ lChK"d"' Cit\) 

Ori neal t'bt Fet nN>nth C~n h tht-l t I"' h 19..!0. r\a( naJ \rrh h !( \h("f'Q I 

48 

43 
20 

13 

53 

r. · tt onTb2S. :.!076rofl.;), Rf"m ch.ofthr B tn uoftht"Ct"n" .... R('("'rdl rot p:l'f. :\ t CJ I 
W.-c;.hif"-.:t n. o.c 

n~,~riplion: 

'l t, t,ll)<l.;..e is an inrlt'\ to indi' 1d11tl .. t·m•m• r~h"tl in llw lQ~O Lnllt>d !'t<th ~ h·d(•Jor~l (.',•n n"h 
thf Fr)lutt.·t>nth C.en .. u" nftht• tmtt>rl Stilh"~. It tnd(c<f,., <~II .. loth's anrl tt-rrilorin. ,,, \\• II a" 
.\liln.1" and ''"'"'' Furrt·~.lht• Yitgin l,l.,ud\,l'11t'11o Rko. \mc-riran ~:unoa. Guam .• 111d lht· 
P.m.utM C.1n.1l Zt>nt•. Tht' t"<'lhll' prod<lt'"lll,lfH clt•t:~il' llhcJUt indi,·idu.JI~ .md f<Jmilit') inc lu,tinK: 
1Mil1r. ~l'nrlu. agt>. hi•thplar..•. ~~·.tl' o( immi}l.J.Ition, motlwr ton~~~~~. itncl PM•·nt .. · hi•thvl,u"'' In 
,Jddition tht" naftlt'" of thoc;.t•lit.te•(j on th• Jtupl!liltion 'f'he"tfuh• drt' linli.t•rl toartu,ll 1111.,,, • ., of thf" 
19~0 FNI(1,11 Ct·n~u ... l.Rarn mort' ... 

Contact US: I -SOD-ANCESTRY Ar«5tJY.oom Blog Affihates 

Corporate lnto,.uon 1'1\lVACY POLICY Terms and ConcJ1t10ns 

AncestJy .com 
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J. H. Thiessen (- 1944)- Find A Grave Memorial 
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