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Dordt College orchestra to per~ 

The D·Qrd t C1.1l it> gt' l 'tllh·crt Hand \~Ill 

present their ftrst fu lll't1n,·ert 11f the \ eM a t K 
p.m . Saturda\ , Dl'~·emhcr 4 . 111 the ,·11 lkgt' 
gy mn as ium . . . 

U nder th e dirt•,·tit1ll 11f Prntt' '>'> 11r lH·ra ld 
B.ouma. the b-:- · member band \\ill pia\ m.tnv 
new works for l.'t111Ct'rt band a~ we ll a-. 
transcriptions of lllder worb ~u~· h a-.. 
''Trancredi Overture" by Rosstnl and 
"Sheep May Safe! .' · Gra1c" by .J .S. Bach : 

The Northw es t Brass Quint e t \\il l perform 

Obituaries 
GARRITT ROELOFS 

Grand Rapids. Mich. -- Servi,·~ s h1r (;arritt 
E. Roelofs. an expert on agrtL'UlturL' and 
founder of the Siou.\ Center. hma Il l'\\ ~pa
per . were held Nov. 23. 

He died at his home Sunday . No\. 21. l-h· 
was 76. The Minnesota native was principal 
of schools in Holland. Mich .. Edgerton. 
Minn.; and Hull. Ia .. before being elected tn 
the Iowa Senate in !932 . He publish e d the 
Sioux Center newspaper and later became 
the first dircc:tor of Iowa· s Unemployment 
Compensation Commission. . 

Roelofs joined the U.S. Dcp.ar~ment. ot 
Agriculture in 1938 as a regional mtor~1~~t~on 
officer. After World War II. he was a Cl\'I IIan 

consultant in .Japan on Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur's staff. He also was publiL· affair:-, 
officer at the U.S. Embassy in lntetnatinnal 
Dcvdopmcnt as an agricultural adYisor in 
Bogota. Colombia. 

Survivors include his widow and a son. 
both of Grand Rapids; two brothers and 
three sisters . 

MRS . JOE FIIHR 

Boyden--Mrs. Joe Fiihr. 67. Boytkn. died 
Nov. 21 in a Hull nursing home . 

Services were at I :30 p.m. Nov. 24 in the 
United Presbyterian Church in Boyden. Tlw 
Rev. Paul Moon officiated. Burial \vas in the 
Sovdcn Ccmctcr\' under direction nf the 
Va~dcr Ploeg Fu~cral Home of Ho_\ den . 

Mrs. Fiihr. the former Josie Smit. was 
born July 2. 1909. in Boyden. She was 
married March 20, 1935. He died Dec. 12. 
1970. 

Survivors include a son, Dennis of 
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OrangL' City -- Aren 't Khla}'<..'ll 
Orange Cit~·. dit.'d Nm. 22 at an 0 
hospital after a brid illness . 

SnYices \H'rl' at 10 :30 a.m. Nn\ 
Vandn Ploeg Funeral Chapel 
Center " ·ith the Rev . H e nr\· \'and 
officiating. Burial was in Mcnwr: 
Ct'llll'tcry at Siou.\ Cent<..'r. 

Mr . Kraavenbrink \\'as b\)fll 
HN5. in The Netherlands . 

Sur\'i\'ors include three brother 
Hcnrv and Bt'tL · :111 nf <;:;,, .. _. r',"" 
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lp 
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lila~ ---r-· 
'P<>raliq 
in 1~ Sioux Center Auto Parts: Irwin DeBoer , owne}· 

:t\lre ~ a.nd manager, Keith Den Hartog. employee 

'Ill: of ; 
I w~ Sioux Center Auto Parts was purchased in 
n.nes~ 1971 from United Wholes?Jers . lnc., Sioux 

City, Iowa. This automotive wholesale busi · 
tiiBed 6 ness began operation in 19f'A at 32 2nd St. 
Hight1 ~ .W. , (the former Internatior:oRl Harvester 
~ess,~ building built by Pete Baartm.an in1948) with 
'arehO'J Irwin its manager. This was the fll'St business 
f ~ of this type in Sioux Center They sell auto . 
ler '"ttck, and tractor parts to the w rrummi t,y ann 

.rroWlding tern tory. 
lgau In 1979, Sioux Center Au -v· Parts utllized 
IBsemli the entire building. At that c! me, extensi vE, 
of Si~ remodeling was done w1th ,., , .,, Ji ghtiLg, fix 
addilil tures, low profile shelving and a new 8tore 
COl'Jlll front was installed. 

1 prodr1 In 1980, a complete mach ine :; i-;0r: W fl o 

opened in the north end of the buiidini "b• 
,e roam WIIB sold to Dsrlo's Auto Shop tr> HiM;) "·'·: 0 

tdS!Bu Darla continues t.o operate thie bu~ iH , .,_, .q · ·,. 

oing! same location. 
mtail; Tl.e business continues tl:· operate with ir 
rs. Air Wlll as manager, and Keith Den Hartog-, an 
sera~ employee, who has been wi th the h>l siness 

il!Blli smce 1973. 
rain ~ 
:s.M b y hwln Dt~ Boe r 
!iife!!! 
cdDlil< 

c lin!Ji 
up!lle3 
1anufl 
ipJJleU 
wellt 

SIOUX CENTER LAND 

DEVELOPMENT INC. 
B54 

Sioux Ce te Lan tio In n r d Development Corpora-
jon bl wi~ a c~ w~ ~o~ed on September 28, 1984 
res. 'Th P"""" -apttal1zat10n of $100 000 wi th the 
' -""se o( ' ' es ret Siouxc encouraging industry to locate in 
rs, I! ted on F~ter. Authority to sell stock was gran· 
on h: uals hade ruary 8, 1965. By 1967, 46 individ
jjcatll had a u?urchaaed stock and the corporation 
>88 eJJ sitewhf ~dan 8'h. ac:n> s1te ai'ld an ?/) ll.<:r '? 

Park Th currently ts Sioux Center lndustriai 
~'le share~rel have ~n 26 annual meetings of 
on the Bo 0 ders, V.:th two individua.is servin~ 
Yelll:s. ard of Director~ for 26 con.secu ti ve 

~~~ Major industries a>: .. r,A' ·.:mP »i'· ~ " f •~ 

L 

Stigter Brothers Constr.lction, the Sioux Cen · 
! .. ei' CrE:a.mery .. J.Jh rur{s. E l,jctr k C·Jtilpany. th~ 
f •trrnf.:~r 8 i _-~) op ~ ~x·i cty Rnd Co-np P !"odur:t · 

Ut:f:· of t}d;1 f:r"3t pt)Jer. rs tb.s r s =iO\l.X (T:nte r 
Land Development became i.I'\volved with w a::~ 
the promotion of the Sale Barn and the acquisi .. 
t ior:. 0f thP.i.r J.' !"0pk"~l'-t_y Th~· '3ccc-nd m gjor proje-ct 
y, as the acquisition of th0 80-acre l.ndustria! 
Park. By December 31 , 1976 there were 119 
m~mbers of Si<.>ux Center Lanrl DevelopmPnt 
;;.:nd as December 11. 1985 there wer e 131 
shareholders holding 996 shares in the corpora
tiOn, currently all share8 are sold, 

Th.rough the efforts of the Sioux Center Land 
Development Corpora t ion , r: '"nufactu.ring em 
ployment increased from just. over 80 manufac · 
rurinw'processing jobs in ' 964 to over 900 jobs 
by the end of 1989. This a.i-nounts io over a ten 
L !d inc,-eas<' i!l rn >J.ndacturing jobs s ince t hE 
inct>ption of Sioux Center Land De'·elopment 
Corporr.tion. Over the years , Land Devel 
opment has been involvt>d with the promotion 
ofmdustrial, commercial. retail and profession
al projectB which haw~ benefited the Sioux 
Center Community. Some of the projects they 
have been involved with are Sioux Prenw 
Pa.c.king Co., Sioux Center Medical Clinic K
Producls . Interstates Electric and Engineer
mg. EMW Groschopp , American State Btmk, 
Inc . Harker8, Inc .. Link. Manufacturing, Inc. , 
Sioux Preme Egg, Inc., Hardee's, Wai-Mart .. 
NOBL Labs Inc. and other cornmunity pro· 
jects . 

Cmrent Board Members are John A. Frank
en. President, Leonard De Stigter, Vice Presi· 
dent , A.H. Te Paske, Secretary, Lauren Kaem
ingk, Treazmrer, Dan De Ruyter, Stan Lam· 
mers , Marion Mouw, Dr. M.H. Wallinga, Phll 
Den Herder. Paul Clausing and Dale Den 
Herder Psui Clausing ser•es ss Director of 
; )evelopment . 

by Paul Clouaing 

THE SIOUX CENTER 
NEWS 

Some o( the •taff memben at The Sioux Center 
News are (L-R) Kay Disch, Gordon Wolf. Warren 
Overlie and B..J . Overlie 

There were sever al weekly newspapers in 
) io c: x Cent.er's early days . but thE newspaper 
which survived all the others was The Sioux 
Center News. The News traces its origins to the 
Sioux Center Nieuwsbia.d, fil'flt published on 
.\iarch 16, 1892, and printed in Dutch. 

However , an even older newspaper , T h<o 
<:;~, 1..~- .t (·.:nfpr Tin;.es had been publish~d sor::r1e 

t.ime before the town was incorporated in 1891; 
W< e d.l t m· was Leor' Carr. The Ti mes ce a ; ed 
iJ ,;bl tciJti s•r> . it Is beii<:; ·.;ed. ab,, uc t h!" tim<- tht 
-V ·r eu ~rsb tad eB.~1f irr~-~ ~ :&5 $ !:pnc:e . 

Publishers of the Nieuwsbia.d were Art 
Kloek and A.J. Sneltjes . Shortly after 1892. 
K.i.nek gold h is interest in the nPwspaper to 
C:. H V and.or Meulen. 

Ther e were serious pr oblems facing this 
fledgling Dutch paper . One of the severest 
setbacks the Nieuwsb/ad encountered during 
its early period was when the Sioux Center 
L'ldependent School District t1oated a bond 
issue and had the proceedings in the Nieuws
bl ad. Because it was not legal to publish such 
proceedings in a foreign language, the issue 
was thrown out. AB a result of this incident, 
H,H. Spinden and his son, Joe Spinden, began 
r ublish ing The Siou.r Center Times; it was 
printed in gnglish , but it lasted only a short 
t ime.e 

Then, in 1898, still another rival emerged, 
W .H. Vreeland, a Civil War veteran, moved to 
Siom: Center and started The Sioux Center 
Free Press, a newspaper in English which also 
only lasted for a brief time. 

The Nieuwsblad continued to expand its 
coverage, and succeeded to build up a wide 
base of Dutch-language readers . 

During the 1890s, or early 1900s, Peter Van 
Donselaar bought the one-half interest owned 
by Sneltjes. The partnership of Van Donselaar 
and Vander Meulen continued until 1910, 
when VanderMeulen sold hia one-half interest 
to H. Brandes. 

The Roelofs family entered the scene in 
August 1930, when the brothers Gerrit, Henr)' 
and Edward Roelofs bought the Nieuwsblad. 
They changed the newspaper's name tO The 
S ioux Center News, reflecting a policy decision 
to switch from being a tch publ ication to an 
' giish-language newspaper . 

The m omentous event inspired a subscriber, 
Dew ey Hanenburg, of Chicago , Illinois , to 
write in the September 4, 1930, edition: "I have 
just looked through the fll'St issue of The Sioux 
Center News and am compelled to co=end 
you for starting on a promising career and to 
congratulate Sioux Center upon the acquisi · 
tion of an English paper . .. 

"Your publication of eight pages of home 
print gives evidence of courage and I trust that 
the community will justify your faith and 
realize the imp<Jrtance of this departure from 
accepted form. 

"Yet again, congratulations to you and Sioux 
Center; may cooperation bring you proper 
success and mutual pride and prominence 
beyond your i=ediate pale." 

Edward Roelofs and his wife, Marie Roelofs , 
edited The News for many years and were 
successful in greatly increasing ita circulation. 

Byron Hess purchased the newspaper in 
1951. Hess came with prior journalist experi
ence, having earlier published a weekly at 
Estelline, South Dakota . More circulation 
growth was recorded under his editorship. 

On October 1, 1956, Roy and Louise Gardner 
became the publishers. Roy Gardner also had 
extensive experience as a journalist before 
coming to Sioux Center; he was on the editorial 
staff of the Mobridge Tribune in Mobridge, 
So'.lth Dakota. for 16 years 

Wayne and Linda Dominowski became the 
Mxt publishers when they purchased The 
News in January 1976. A major accomplish· 
ment of the Dominowskis was joining The 
Neu.·s with 15 other newspapers which publish 
the Pf'(:u:h. a oopu!ru i"•1rtr.west lcwa adverti · 

191 
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sing supplement with a total circulation of 
more than 22,000 subscribers. Wayne Dom
inowski earlierw88 a radio and television news 
broadcaster; his newspaper background con
sisted of serving 88 editor of Northwest Iowa 
Review of Sibley and Sheldon, and on the news 
staff of the Sheldon Mail-Sun.. 

Present publishers are Warren and Barbara 
Joan Overlie, who purch88ed The News o n 
January 1,1986. On the staff are Gordon Wolf, 
News Editor, who joined The News in March 
1978; Kay Disch, office manager, who began in 
July 1986; and Jeff Bylsma, sports writer, who 
started in August 1988. Other reporters are 
Karlene Tacke, Arlene Vander Pol, Kristin 
Schaap, Eleanor Te Krony, Linda Toering and 
Edna Mulder. 

After a phenomenal tenure of service, long
time reporter, Henrietta Schuiteman, resigned 
in February 1989. She joined the staff when Ed 
Roelofs W88 publisher. The thought at the time 
that she would just work temporarily. But she 
liked the meeting of people and the writing of 
local news so much that she continued the 
88signment for 46 years, rarely missing a 
week! 

Circulation is approximately 2;800. The 
number of pages per week is generally around 
20, each edition consisting of two seetions. 

d 

by Warren and B.J, Overlie 

THE SIOUX CEN'fER 
POST OFFICE] 

B56 

The exact date of the establishment of the 
Sioux Center Post Office is not recorded locally, 
but it W88 sometime in the years preceding the 
incorporation of the town. One of the commun
ity's f1rst postm88ters was John: Los; who 
served before 1900. 

It is known that Gerrit Boeyink, father of 
Harold Boeyink, W88 appointed Postmaster in 
January of 1904 and served until November 
11, 1907. Other Postmasters who served over 
the years were D.W. Duncan, Jerry Winters, 
Dave Heusinkveld, Allan Muilenburg and 
Isaac Hoeven. 

Irv Mouw, now a local insurance agent, 
became acting Postmaster on February 1, 
1952, and served until May 11, 1953. Don De 
Gooyer was named acting Postmaster on May 
12, 1953, and was officially appointed to the 
position of Postmaster on August 2, 1954. 

Rural delivery W88 established about 1895. 
Some of the earliest rural carriers were Ben 
Kamerman and Andrew (Doc) Ellabroek. Jake 
W. Van Steenwyk and Julie (Herman) Juffer 
were appointed rural carriers on March 1, 
1921. 

The fli'St Sioux Center Post Office W88locat
ed on a lot where Louie's Leather Store now 
stands. After several other sites it is now 
lpcated at the comer of Third Street and First 
Avenue, N.E. 

City delivery W88 established in September 
of 1949 and Maurice J. Vande Berg and Harold 
B. Vermeer were appointed 88 carriers. 

The present Postmaster, Basil Vander 
Helm, has seen considerable growth in the 
community. He stated that we are now servic
ing 2,000 p11-trons and have three full time city 
routes and two rural routes. 

by Basil Vander Helm 

THE SIOUX CENTER 
STATE BANK 

B57 

On February 28, 1913, a group of local 
citizens (Ben Vande Berg, Herman Peelen, A..J. 
Grotenhuis, William Grotenhuis, C. Punt, Sr., 
G.E. Den Herder, and J.P. Schutt) organized 
the Farmers and Merchants Bank. It was a 
private bank not subject to State examina
tions. Mr. Schutt, who came from I.e Mars, W88 
the CBBhier, G.D. Siemen was the assistant 
CBBhier, and G.G. Vermeer W88 the bookkeep
er. The bank W88located in the old building of 
the First National Bank on the west side of 
Main Street, lot 19, block 7. 

In 1918 the bank's charter W88 changed. It 
became a State bank subject to State supervi
sion and examination. It W88 renamed the 
Sioux Center State Bank. 

The following year the owners purch88ed the 
adjacent comer lot from John Van Steenber
gen, who had a drug store there, and built a 
new bank on the two lots. Today, the Compaan 
Cleaners is located on that site, in the same 
building. 

In 1934, after the Bimk Holiday, the Sioux 
Center State Bank operated for only a brief 

Sioux Feed CompiiJIY - ariginal plant 

period. Because both of Rock Valley's banks Siom:FeedCompanymovingitslarges 
failed to reopen, the management of the Sioux : tor and storage bin to new location in 
Center State Bank applied to have their char-
ter moved to Rock Valley. Since that time, this the Spring were big days as thousan 
bank has operateq in Rock Valley 88 the Valley , '·, chicks would arrive to be clistribute. 
State Bank. · '·· ' out the rural area. Initially, feeds w• 

SIOUX COM:MERCIAL 
SWEEPING, INC. 

B58 

Founded by Wayne and Arlene VanVoorst 
on May 1, 1975. Located in Sioux Center, Iowa. 

It started with one used Ford pickup, a small 
trailer and a small used Tennent #240 sweep
er. We had to supplement our family income by 
painting farm buildings. The next year we 
added a parking lot line painter. We added 
customers in the years following and upgraded 
our sweepers and now have three units. 

In 1985 we added a crack filling unit to our 
operation and do a lot of County roads, City 
streets and parking lots. 

We are now able to offer to our customers a 
complete parking lot maintenance service. 

During certain se88ons of the year we em
ploy five to eight people all from the Sioux 
Center area, many of them high school and 
college students. 

by Wayne and Arlene VanVoorst 

SIOUX FEED COMPANY 
B59 

Sioux Hatchery and Feed Store, as it W88 
first called, W88 founded February 1, 1946. 
Wilmer (Bill) Juffer began this enterprise after 
working at the Sioux Center Produce for some 
years. He saw a potential in the poultry and 
feed business. It W88 first located where Ca
sey's Bakery on Main Street is now. 

In the early years, Tuesdays and Fridays in 

in print fabric. Wives and children "WI 

in to choose the bags that would lat 
into dresses and shirts for the fami 

After four years, the business 
moved to Third Street to the buil< 
houses The True Vine. Two yes 
warehouse W88 needed. It was buil 
of the railroad tracks to make it con · 
unloading carloads of feed and sup 

The poultry division faded and w 
by spraying services and custom n 
latter required the addition of a • 
warehouse. This business was inco 
1965. BillJuffer decided to retire, s 
to 1967 Paul Den Herder managed 
Company. Phil Den Herder W88 i 
from 1967 to 1973. Phil Den Herde 
Draayer co-owned and managed 
from 1973 to 1981. 

One extremely cold night inJant: 
Sioux Feed Company, with the l 
ghorst & Son of Hull, moved its 
elevator and storage bin from the 
ness district to its present site 2 m 
Sioux Center on Highway 75. Tl 
accomplished during the night wh• 
lowest power usage as power line 
highway had to be disconnected. I1 
task to move this elevator measuri 
24 feet and 75 feet tall and weigl 
tons, but it was done very succes 
citizens of Sioux Center slept per 
night. 

Gradually Sioux Feed grew u 
size. In 1975 Sioux Feed built t9 
high moisture com storage silos 1 

new mixing facility for dairy an 
W88 added with a 420 ton, 16 
capacity with air gates. 

Arlan Draayer purchased the 1 
Sioux Feed stock in 1981. 1984 
that Sioux Feed bought Siouxlan 
hog finishing facilities. In 198 
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Michigan Deaths, 1971-1996- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for Garritt E. Roelofs in Michigan 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

l~ 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

Name: Garritt E Roelofs 

Birth Date: 6 Jun 1900 

Death Date: 21 Nov 1976 

Gender: Male 

Residence: Grand Rapids, Kent, Michigan 

Place of Death: Grand Rapids, Kent, Michigan 

Source Infonnation: 
Michigan Department of Vital and Health Records. 1\<lichigan Deaths, 1971 -1996 [datab<1se on~ 
line}. Provo, t.rr, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 1998. 
Original data: Michigan Department ofVit<~l and Health Records. Michigan Death lnde..t. 
Lansing. MI. USA. 

Description: 
This database is an index to approximately 2.75 million death records of indh.iduals in the State 
of f\·1ichigan, USA, and covers the years from 1971 to 1996. Ea<;>h entry includes the follo,\ing 
information: the full name of the decedent. gender. birth and death dates. the state, county and 
town of residence at time of death. and a link to order a copy of the original record. Lt-arn more .. 
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