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I-ITSTORY OF BREfvlER COUNTY 

On the rsth of ~ovcmbcr, J()no, l\1r. Tietje married \!iss Ida 
(;chrkc , a daughter 111 Emsr (;chrkc, a retired fa rmer ,,f Sumner. 
They h:1Ve become the parents uf a daughter, Elsie. l\ I r. Tietje 
is a member of St. J ol~n'? Evangelical Lutheran church of Sumner 
and is krwwn throughout the town ship as a man of c .\t~mplar_v char
acter, enjoying the confidence and good-will of all who knuw him. 

F. H . TEGTl\1EIER. 

F. H. Tegtmeier is operating the farm of one hundred and sev
enty-five acres in Fremont township upon whic)1 he was born Sep
tember 26, r87o, a son of Henry Tegtmeier, deceased. He acquired 
his education in the district schools and at the age of t\venty-two 
Inarried, and purchased nne hundred and seventy-five acres 1lf L111d 
from his father. U pun this property he has since resided, engaging 
in dairy farming in which he has met with gratifying success. He 
has improved the place with excellent buildings and has neglected 
nothing which would add to its appearance or value. Tn addition 
to this he owns a residence in 'Tripoli, \vhere he is ·widely and fav
orably known. 

In r892 Mr. Tegtmeier married Miss Sophia Haase, -vvho was 
horn in Bremer county, a daughter of Henry Haase. IVlr. and l\1rs . 
Tegtmei\';r have become the parents of two children: Amanda, at . 
home; and \Villi am, who died at the age of three years. l\11 r. Tegt
meier is a member of the Evangelical Association of Tripoli and is 
a democrat in his political beliefs. He is a man of energy, resource 
and capability, and is numbered among the successful farm ers and 
progressive citizens of this locality. 

LOTJIS H. l\1EYER . 

For th e past three years Lou is H . l\Teyer has had charge of the 
elevator at Readlvn and he is also a well known stock dealer of that 
tnw n. H e is a native so n !Jf 11rerner county, h11rn in :\fa.d1cld town
ship, DeL clllhcr 17, rH;6. his parents . being H. 0. and Sophia 
( \ ·foellcr ) .\lcyn. na tives uf Ccrm<tny, th e former born January 
23. d i-to. and the latter l\1arcil S, r8+3· The bther ca rne to Bremer 
C<Juntv rr1 rSf,(, and \\:lS ~>nc of tile earliest settlers ir1 thi s part ,,f th l· 

.., .... ,, .. . .... 
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state. He can still remember the hardships endured by the pioneers 
at a time when there was practically no money in the community 
and when labor was extremely scarce. The trading points were a 
great distance apart and all the. necessities of life were secured by 
ba~ter. The price paid for produce was very low, a large load of 
wheat often selling for ten dollars. lVl r. and lVIrs. lVleyer raised 
their family amid these pioneer conditions and worked together 
for the accomplishment of success, attaining finally a comfortable 
fortune. The father has now retired from active life and is living 
in his modern residence in Readlyn. Jn this family were five diil
dren: Herman H., who was born November 8, r 87r, and \'Vho now 
resides in l'vlaxfield township; F. H., born November r6, r873, also 
a resident of Readlyn; Louis H., of this review; l'v1rs. \Vilhelmina 
Kehe, who was born November 5, r 879, and ,"\,ho makes her home 
in Readlyn; and Anna, who was born April 24, r884, and who 
resides at home. 

Louis H. Meyer grew to manhood in l'vlaxfield township, 
acquiring his education in the district schools. When he began his 
independent career he turned his attention to farming and contin
ued to engage in this occupation until 1905. He then moved to 
Readlyn and engaged in the stock-buying business, with which he 
is still successfully connected. He buys all kinds of live stock and 
does an extensive business , shipping many carloads annually from 
Readlyn. For the past three years he has had charge of the ele
vator at this p~int in the interests of an Omaha firm and he has 
proven capable and trustworthy in this position . He owns two farms 
in Bremer county, one of one hundred and twenty acres on section 
25, l\Iaxfield township, and another of eighty acres on section 9, 
Franklin township . He has also a modern home in Readlyn and 
five vacant lots in the town. 

On the zsth of May, 1899, IVIr. l\1eyer married Miss Mary 
Rohrssen, who was born in Maxfield township, August 14, 1876, a 
daughter of Henry and Carolina (Tahlman) Rohrssen, natives of· 
Germany, the former born September 27, I 839, and the latter June 
roth of the same ye ar. They were among the early settlers in l\1ax
fielci township and the father died here in November, 1905. His 
wife survives him and makes her home with a son in Tripoli. The 
father was twice married and had two children by his first union, 
nam ely: Henry, a resident nf BlackhaYvk county; and 1\Irs. Caro
lina Diekmann, residing in Denver, Iowa. To his second union 
were born the following children: William, who was born March 
30, r872, anrl died at Readlyn, N ovembcr z, T<)09; Louis, who was 
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HISTORY OF BREMER COUNTY 

born June+, 1874, and who no\N makes his home in Tript>li; .\Irs. 
1\leyer, wife of th e subject of this review; and C. H ., born 1\ovem
ber z, 187H, a resident of l\Iaxfield township. 1\fr. and I\lrs . l\1eyer 
became the parents of three children: Otto, who was born 1\lay 15, 
1890, and who has passe·d away; Elizabeth, born July 18, 1891, also 
deceased; and Paul L., who was born December +, 1907, and who 
is attending school in Readlyn. 

l\'1 r. l\'leyer is a member of St. l\ ·Iatthcw's German Lutheran 
church of 1\laxfield township and he gives his political allegiance 
to the democratic party. He has se rved as marshal of Readlyn and 
for the past fourteen years has been constable of l\Iaxfield township . 
He is a broad-minded, well informed and liberal man and his inter
ests, extending to many fields, have made hirn valuable as a factor 
in general advancement. 

JOHN ROACH. 

Among the men who took an active part in pt:omoting the busi
ness development of Plainfield and of Bremer county was num- ~ 

be red _T ohn Roach, who in r 870 established the elevator business 
now conducted by the firm of Roach Brothers : Through his en
ergy, entnprise and capable management John Roach laid the 
foundation of the present large concern and he developed the busi
ness along progressive and modern lines until his death. He was 
born in Kilkenny, 1 reland, and was a son of Peter Roach, also a 
native of the Emerald isle . The father came to America in r8q 
and settled first in New York, whence he moved to Chicagu, Illi
noi s, where he had some brothers engaged in bu i I ding steamboats 
for the lake trade . Peter Roach in ves ted in this business , which, 
however, eventually failed, ca usi ng an l:Strangement between the 
partners. 

John Roach lost hi s mother when he was still a child and was 
adopted by an English family nam ed Ainsworth, under wlwse care 
he acquired a limitl:d educatiCJn. He remained \\'ith them until he 
was fifteen years of age and then enlisted in Cl>mpany 13, Eighth 
Illinois Cavalry, and after participatin _t.; in many rJt the most im
prHtant errgagcments oi the Civil \Var was wounded in a sk irmi sh 
at ]{ector, Virginia. He served faithfully until the close r>f hos
tilities and \\'as hCJnorahl y di sc harged Junes , r8(J5. After the war 
l1c \\'cnt to Illin o is and serried in :\J c f-Ienry county, whcrl: he 

.... ,. tl': '· t/ 
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