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N • • ioa.1 C ........ low. F..u. 1912 

pued. Sewer, water electr icity and lelephones arc 
taken for !ranted. Churches and schools were built 
and rebui t. Today we are told that some of our 
school buildings arc nOI needed - a smaller school 
population! 

Tn 19)4 a swimmin_ pool was built in the tourist 
park on Rocksylyan •• Ave. This was formcrly 
Cobb's Grove. bUI today known as Jones park. In 
1957 an Olympic size pool replaced the aging pool of 
W.P.A. days. 

Many parks keep Iowa Falls a part of the river 
green belt. The elk, deer and buffalo left the Ells· 
worth Zoological Park on the south side and is now 
used by the public and especially by IOOUI5. Oak 
park is ncar by and along Ihe bluffs from Oak 10 the 
Ammbly park is a narrow strip giving a view of the 
river. Chief Blackhawk reigns on Ihe south and the 
indian carving by Peter Toth 5Iands guard on the 
west. FOIiler park along the river on the westside was 
given to be lefl in mostly natural state but is grasss 
and a few trees today. It is much used for picnic 
groups. There is a wayside park west on Hiahway 20 
and a small plot on Highway 20 north and a few 
neighborhood parks. The former BaptiSI Assembly 
grounds has lennis courts and picnic facilities. 
Ri.· '-.nd across from it makes a good place toview 
Wi .ows. Rock Run park is across north from 
Jor. •• ~rk - the stone house buill for the Pra ll 
family was torn down and the stones used in Wild 
Cat Glen bridge. 

West orUnion Cemetery is I.A. Nichols' bird and 
nower refuge along Elk Run creek. It was willed to 
thecareoftheCounlY Conservation Commission. It 
is much used by the school. college and scouts as an 
outdoor classroom. 

Anyone coming back to Iowa Falls after fifty 
yearsorso, would find it 'luitechanged. ln fact if you 
have liyed here allthill lime it is hard to recognize 
places familia r in tile early days. Once, more than 20 
passenger trains stopped in Iowa Falls, now only a 
few freight tra ins. Tile early fords for cross ing the 
river haye been replaced by numerous bridges; all 
since the 20', by descendents of Levi Welden, who 
was a builder himself. 

The early griu mill and other mills of pioneer days 
arc gone; The hydro electric dam built in 1925 has 
covered a ll and deepened the riyer. 

In early days a place 10 tie up the horses in town 
W81 a problem. Today it is parking for cars and 
trucks, motor homes, golf carts, snowmobiles, bicy· 
cles, mopeds and motorcycles. And with all Ihese 
powerful motor equipped vehicles more and more 
nud for ambulances with trained persons to run 
them - and it is also necessary to keep an updated 
hospita l! 

And with more people, more It1Iined police are 
nuded. Since the policcand au~ilia ry are in charge 
of Ihe ambulances, they must have Emergency 
Medical training 81 well as trainin" in police proce-
dures, The North Hardin Shenfrs Emergency 
squad is composed of a dedicated bunch of volu n· 
teer. who keep up on reScue techniques, take first 
aid and Emergency Medical Training. They have a 
ne'· . "ildin$ at the end of Main Street to store their 
Vi eqUIpment and for tnining headquarters. 

, __ C hamber of Commerce, under variollS 
names has been serving the business community 
since the early 1900's, Ihey recently chose Frankl in 
McCord as secretary. He is a local ma n with pioneer 
roolS who retired after 20 years in the diplomatic 
seT\lice. 

City housekeeping needs many workers to keep 

buildings. streets and parks and othe r cit)' facilities 
functioning. The s treet crews get a big yote of 
approyal for snow removal! 

Once a communily herdsman was hired to graze 
the lown cows during the day. Now a dog catcher 
and kennels for strays and loose dogs are needed! 

The city manager type of goyernment has been 
used here for many years . Peter Gardener is the 
present manager. Arnold Anderson is now Mayor 
and the councilmen are Stan l eMoind, Rocky 
laVelle, Cecil King, Don Eggspuel!er and John C. 
Welden. 

Iowa Falls 'the scenic City', now has a popula tion 
of 6.1 S2-quite a change since 18S I when Benja· 
min Talboll and son spenl a lonely winter here! 

We like Iowa Falls. We hope you dO, loo! DorotJry 
Wtslbury 

Progress Club of Iowa Fa lls 
In 1897 a group of local women decided that they 

needed a study club - and so Progress club W 3$ 

started. During the weekly evening meetings the 
members followed a vary serious course of s tudy 
starting with literature and history. The business 
meetings were strict ly according to parlimentary 
law. To keep up with everday events. currenl events 
were a pa rt of each session. Refreshments $ave a 
social tu rn and at times the husbands were inv.ted to 
elaborate dinners. 

The charter members of the club were Mary 
Farrington, Kate Bliss. Alice Smith, Janie Pa ttern, 
Maggie Cowan. luna Cowan, Jennie Hesselwood. 
Gertrude Hay, Mabel Cobb, Lou Welden. Edith 
Burlingame. Edith Wiuins, Belke Soule, lillian 
Carleton, Jennie Shipley and Elsie Nichols. 

lou Welden's daughter, Katherine has been a 
member the longest with Dorothy Westbury n6t 
she joined in 1932. 

As libra ry facilities became available, more clubs 
formed Bnd later radio and tv spread information 
and entertainment, the club changed and became 
mostly a social group with monthly luncheon meet
ings. 

In 1947 a Golden anniversary was held wi th 
former members as guests. Charter members 
attending were E lsie Nichols, an active member and 
Gertrude Hay of Storm Lake. Mabel Cobb of 
Washington D.C., sent greetings. 

Today the 8 annual meetings, could be a morning 
coffee. dessert or regular luncheon, or dinner or even 
8 field trip. M embers provide programs or out of 
club groups or individuals are invited 10 share 
interests. 

In recent years the c lub has skipped a Christmas 
gi fl e~change and instead donated to local projects 
- Red Cross, Emergency Squad, Car seats for 
BabiCi, E~change students or the new hospital fund. 

Members for Ihe 1980-8 1 year include Jerene 
Barlow, Dollie Carpenter, Ruth OrOIZ, Pat Fritz, 
Betty Goodyear, Verla Gray, Edna Helvig, Kay 
Helvil:' ludlle Helvig, Katie Laneville. Edith 
LeMOInd, Marie McCormick, Doris Miller, Ramo-
na Reed, Norma Richtsmeier, Ferne Schrage, 
Gladys Sprugel, and Dorothy Westbury. Associate 
members were Arlene Ackerman, Martha Baker, 
Ardith Vest , Bess Welden, Iva Welden and Kather· 
ine Welden. 

Eugene Ellsworth 
Eugene Ellsworlh was a man to become the 

guiding force in transforming Iowa Falls from a 
pioneer community into a center of commerce, 

culture a~d education. Ue was born on 8 farm in 
Wisconsin. in 1848 . His father Orlando Ellsworth, 
was a former scholar and teacher who had moyed 
wilh his wife from New York to Wisconsin in 1847. 
Eugene's mOlher died in 1854. ln \864 Orlando and 
a second wife and famil y moyed west to Iowa to 
Hardin County. 

They setlled in Iowa Falls, perhaps because of its 
strategic loca tion in Ihe midst of some of the richesl 
undeveloped farmland in the state. It was here. in 
the heart of a growing and prosepering Iowa. that 
young Eugene would seek his own fortune . lie would 
undertake a career in land speculat ion and invest· 
ment that would make him a wealthy man before his 
thirtieth birthday. Ellsworth spent his life in Iowa 
Falls, his late r ),ears devoted \0 giving back to Ihe 
community whIch he felt had given him his sta rl. 
The next generation would find his son, Ernest, 
attempting to continuc the successes of his fal her. 

When they arrived in Iowa Falls, the town already 
boas ted numerous Slores,alog·cabin schoolhouse, a 
Quaker meeting house, a saw mill and scyeral livery 
barns, one of which drew Orlando Ellsworth', a tten· 
tion. Attracted by what seemed 10 be a lucratiYe 
business, Ellsworth purchased a half· interest in a 
stable. The dea! included two teams, and 16 yea r old 
Eugene was soon enlisted as a driver. 

During his lenure behind the reins, Eugene began 
to absorb the knowledge upon which he would base 
his future career. A good portion of his riders were 
potentia l land buyers in search of prime acreage, 
and Eugene listened and learned. He learned of 
Eastern money lenders and the plans for railroad 
e ~tensions northwest from Marshalltown and Ack· 
ley into Hardin County. Ellsworth realized that he 
was in on the ground floor of a great land boom. 
Some of the richest, blaekest soil on carth lay 
wailins to produce its first crops. He be!an devour· 
ing mate rials on land sale, and soon rea ized that if 
he too were to deal in land, he muSI have capital. 
This was not long in coming, The railroad came. 

The railroad brought with it unprecedented com· 
merce and began clianging the shape of the Ind. 
Farmerl in the area no longer had to drive da YI to 
ship c rops to market . And for El l5wortb, not yet 20 
the presence of the railroad meant that he could 
open a shipping business for trade with distant 
outlets. Once again, he was making the rounds of 
Hardin County farm land with investors, only this 
time he too was buying. He interrupted his busy 
schedule for a stint at business college in Dubuque. 

In 1872 Eugene married Harriet Northntp. Two 
children, a son EmcstandadaughterCaroline, were 
born of the union. Ernest who neyer married , would 
in la ter years manage the cumbersome Ellsworth 
esta te. 

By the end of 1872. Ellsworth was adyert;sing for 
sale (at prices ranging from S I2to SlS per Icre) 1)0 
p"rcels of ~rime farmland in Hardin and neighbor. 
mg Frankhn County. lack of capital was no ion,er 
a worry, due to Ihe succcs$ of Ell5worth', shipPIng 
company. 

The following yea r, Ellsworth enlar,ed his terri· 
tory to include Wright County and added a loan 
service in his land company. He was now an agent 
for 80,000 acres in a three-county Irea and control· 
led more thai an estimated S30,000 worth of mort · 
gage loans. And, as the story would have it. he 
Ilways sold at a profit. 

" 
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In 1874 Ellsworth was ejected mayor of Iowa 
Falls and scryc:d fur len years. During this lime he 
look a parlner, Louis Jones, and founded the Elb
worth and Jones Land Company of Iowa Falls, willi 
branch offices in Chicago, Boston and CrooIo;5\One. 
Minnesota. The company na turally had many dea l· 
ings wilh the railroad. Rcco~nizing Ellsworth's 
fi nesse in handling land transacllQns\hc Burlington. 
: cdar Rapids and Northern RailrQad Appoirued 
.lim secretary of the Iowa FaUs and Northwes tern 
Land Company, primarily \0 supervise the sale of 
town lo\s springin~ up along the new line. This gave 
him the opportunlly to acqui re land in olher Mid
western Siaies. A silualloll that increased his 
already sizable (orlune. 

In 1889 after the death of a well-to-do friend, who 
had never taken the time to enjoy the fruits of his 
labor, Ellsworth devoted the bulk. of his money and 
energy to his adopted hometown - Iowa Falls. The 
most lasting of his irlterests 10'35 the founding of 
Ellsworth College. With the help of John Tobin of 
Fort Dodge and matchin$ funds from theciti~ens of 
Iowa Falls, The first bulldings were completed in 
1891. The ~hool named "Ellsworth College" in 
honor of its chief benefactor. Ellsworth continued 
his financill support of the college. He bought large 
farms in Emmet and Hancock Counties as an 
endowment fund . 

Ellsworlh's philunthropy touched other parts of 
Iowa Fal ls 35 well . In 1899, he built the Metropolian 
Opera House. From 1900-1904 he contributed 
140.000 toward the Ellsworth Hospital and an 
undisclosed sum for the public library. One of his 
long·envisioned projects was a continuous parkway 
along the banks of Iowa River. His dream was about 
to become a rea lity when Ellsworth died in 1907 at 
the age of 59. 

Eugene Ellsworth's son Ernest took over his 
fathers philanthropy work until his own duth in 
1945. 

Hislory of Ellsworih College 
In March of 1890, Professor John Tobin came to 

Iowa Falls from Fort Dodge to begin a commercial 
collcge. C itizens of Iowa Falls got behind his efforts 
"y raising 1).400 and secu ring the land for the fiT$! 
lui lding. 

Thc college was named in honor of Eugene S . 
Ellsworth, a promient citizen who provided much 
financial Bid for the building and growth of the 
college. 

Classes began in September of 1890 with fi fty 
st udents enrolled. T he first courses offered were 
commercial, normal, academic,and higher English. 
At the end of the first term, the enrollment reached 
122students. 

T he fi rst building was Old Main, completed in 
1890. East and west wings were added in 1892. 
Professor Tobi n left thecommunity a t that time Bnd 
C. W. Lyon became pres ident of Ellsworth College. 

r.L1 . ... orlh CoL1~,e 
low. F. II. 

President Lyon was at Ellsworth from 1892 to 
1899. During this time. the Ellsworth Conservatory 
of Music came into existence. [t was headed by Dr. 
"' .E. Bullock, a renowned pianist and singer . 

In 1900, E.S . Ellsworth provided funds fOl'" the 
const ruction of a men's dormitory. North Hall. He 
had a goal of establishing a four-yea r college and 
provided generous donations for many latcr building 
~Jditions. 

" 

Mr. ElIs"" onh wu innuential in hiring Ido R. 
Meyer as president of the college. During Meyer'S 
administration £1I5wOl'"tb College ba:ame a four
year C(Jllege. A Bachelor of Arts degree was offered. 
Slated accr~ditation was obtained, and ilS scholastic 
work was transfe rable to any private or public 
college in the state. 

In 1906, President Meyer in itiated a no rmal 
course offered during the summer. During his 
administration Caroline Hall (a women's dormito
ry), the first college library. and a heating plant was 
added to the campus. Not all of these improvements 
were made by E.S. Ellsworth, ulLhough he contrib· 
uted generoulsy to their financing . A S 10,000 grant 
from the Carnegie Foundat ion was received for 
construction of the libra ry, and residents of the 
community cont ributed 170,000 toward build in. 
the women's dormitory. 

In 1901 E.S . Ellsworth died. In his will he 
stipula ted that two or his farms, comprising 4.992 
acres, be sold fo r not less than 1)45,000 and that the 
proceeds from their sales be invested in United 
States bonds and sta te and municipal bonds or firS! 
mortgages on Iowa or MinnCSQ ta fa rm land as an 
endowment for Ellsworth College. One half of the 
land was sold. but the remainder was put under the 
jurisdiction of college Board of Trustees and rental 
from the land still serves as tbe college endowment. 

T becollege thrived as a four-yea r institut ion until 
the early 1920's when it suffered linancial difficul
ties due to less income from its farms and declin ing 
enrollment. With Iht help of the late E.S . Etls· 
worth's son, E.O . Ellsworth, the financia l di lemma 
was resolved; however, the question of Ellsworth's 
future remained. 

Duri ng 1927. there was some speculation that the 
college would become a pa rt of Iowa State College, 
Ames, or that it would be sold to the Missouri 
l Ulheran Synod to become a church college. late in 
the yea r alumni and townspeople again decided to 
h~lp the school, and 112,000 was raised for the 
1927-28 school year's opera ting expense. Faltering 
enrollment made it necessa ry to close both do rmi to
ri~s and curtail the college dining scrvice. 

In 1928, the citizens of Iowa Falls voted tochangc 
Ellswort h to a public j unior college. assuring the 
future of the institution by providing tax money. 
The first tax money arrived in April of 1928. In the 
summer of the same year. the Board of Trustees 
entered into a 99 year agreement with the Board of 
Education of the local public school dim;ct, and the 
school was under the dual jurisdiction of the local 
school distric t and ilS own Board of T ruslees. 

Ellsworth College functioned adequately during 
the depression yearl. From 19)0 to 1939, Sheridan 
R. Jones was dean of the coll~ge as w~1I as an 
oulSlanding instructor in the field of biology. H is 
dcvot ion to Ellsworth College and work ins titu ting 
the museum will long be remembered. 

T he poor conditon of most of the college bui ldings 
and small enrollment plagued Ellsworth during the 
World War [I yUrl, and in 194 5 another crisis had 
to be met. At thaI time there 1'13$ some sentiment 
Ihat tht col1ege be: closed. The build ing were in serve 
disrepair, and land left by E.S. Ellsworth had been 
brin8ing in less than two dollars per ac rc rental in 
rccent yea rs. 

President of the Boa rd of Trustecs, Ira A. 
Nichols. again led the fight for the lire of the college. 
Between 1946 and 1949 the college hea ting plant 
was remodeled, Caroline Hall W3$ vir tually resur
rected from Iwenty yea rs of disuse, North l1all was 
remodeled into apartments, and 516.000 was raised 
by private subscript ions. 

The insurance on O ld Main was raised to the 
ma.imum of 170,000. and a new contract was 
entered between college trustees and thc Iowa Falls 
Board of Education. By terms of this contract. the 
school board had to opera te a j unior college. The 
Board of Trustees was to oversee the endowment 
lands. be responsible jor the ca.re of the college 
buildings and -,rounds. and turn over to the school 
board a certaIn percentage Qf the renlal income 
from the land enduwment . 

On September I, 1949, the college seemed \0 be 
back on its feet and over one hundred students 
enrolled for a new term. Then at 4:33 A.M. on 
Sa. turday. September 5. a bolt of lighting touchcd 
off a fire which des troyed Old Main, the hcart of the 

college. By 8:)0 a.m .. 1he building was totally 
destroyed. 

This tinll: the fac ulty led the way. They decided to 
continue with c lasses. They met in the college 
library and in the parlors and Sunday School rooms 
of a local church. 

Opinion in the community toncerning the future 
of Ellsworth was divided. and fo r a l ime during the 
fall of 1949 talk about closing the college was 
prevalent. By January. 1950, t h~ si tuat ion had 
reached a critical slage. and once more the lowns. 
people were called on to regisler their opinion 
conccrning the future of their school. A question_ 
naire was circulated to residents of the community 
askin8 them to indicate their preference concerning 
the continuation of th~ college, and if so, whe ther or 
not they wished the school to continue on it5 old site. 
Those polled overwhelmingly registered their 
approval of the old school on the old site. 

For each dissenter concerning the future of the 
college, a myriad of supporters in the commun ity 
carne forward . The boa rd decided 10 completely 
remodel Caroline Hall . A clarification of the will of 
E.s. Ellsworth was declared, and the eontracl 
between the Ellsworlh College Board of T rustees 
and the Iowa Falls Board of Educltion W3$ rewrit
ten. The college farms were improved and the newly 
remodeled Caroline Hall was now the main college 
building with classrooms. laboratories, offices, and 
luncb rooms for college and public school pupils, In 
the summer 0 1950, feeling that his job was accom
pl ished. lra A. Nichols left the college board. 

During the 1950's the enrollment climbed gradu. 
ally, and in 1958 and 1959 a huge subscription drive 
fora new main building was initiated. Thedrive was 
masterminded by a citi7.~n's commilleecomposed of 
local business, profe.<;sional, and educa tional1caders 
- people who felt the future of the college deserved 
consideration. Their first action was to promote, by 
their activesupport , the drive in the nate legislature 
for more funds for junior college. Then they SCI 
about considering the need for more facilities at 
Ellsworth. This ended in a decision tOconduc t I fund 
drive for a new main building a t the college. Present 
needs, future needs, and community needs were all 
considered, and the college faculty, Board of Educa· 
lion. Board of T rustees, the building commillee of 
the citilen'S committee. and representat ives of the 
State Department of Public Instruction worked 
with the a rchi tects in decid ing what was to go into 
the new structure. 

The raising of thc necessary 5350.000 by private 
subscription was. however, the rea l hurdle. and 
through the Isx:al ncwspaper and public meetings 
the commillec launched its successful fund drive. 
The citizen 's of the community responded to lh~ 
appeal with still another example of loyal support 
for their college. 

The official dedicat ion of New Main look place 
on Sunday, April 9, 1961, with Governor Norman 
Erbe giving the keynote specch. The new building 
houses an auditorium, music classroom with alla
ched practice room, a student lounge, a faculty 
lounge, main oflica. a cafeteria, and a library. 

Other chan,es have been made: In the winter of 
1961 the dean s house on the campus was sold and 
rel110ved from the campus; old North Hall was torn 
down in the summer of 1961; tht old library, 
rededicated Bullock·Jones Iiall, has been remod
eled upstairs for classrooms and during Ihe summer 
of 1961 the first floor rooms were remodeled to 
house the business department and more recently 
remodeled again for the English department. 

In 196), Ellsworth Community College COI11-

pleted a se lf-st udy and became accredited by the 
North Central Associa tion of ColI~gcs and Schools 
for the first time. 

As enroll ments increased, the TlCCd for housing 
also increased, and in 1964 the Ellsworth College 
Trustees construct~d Florence Wall Resid~nce Hall 
which provides housing for over 200 women s tu · 
dents. 

On March 19, 1968, at a joint l11eeting of the 
involved boards and with members of the Ellsworth 
Community College Board o(Trustees present. the 
authority to operate Ellsworth Community College 
was transferred from the Iowa Falls Community 
&hool District to Merged Area VI Commun ity 
College, effective July I. 196f. 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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After the merger .... ith Area VI Community 
College District. Ihe superintendent and business 
offices were loca ted in Marshalltown. 10 ... ·3. The 
community colleges in M arshalltown and Iowa 
FaUs bcl:amc dual colleges of Ihe newly formed 
district, although each college has retained its indio 
vidual navor and identi ty. 

Merged Area VI Community College District is 
,lw known as the 10w& Valley Community College 
District. 

Both the Marshalltown and Ellsworth Communi
ty College share Ihe same superintendent and olher 
adrninimalivt starr, and each campus has a dean 
wilh a staff of administrators. 

The assessed valuation of Area VI is 
52.423,734,384. 

Upon enlering Ihe state Irea school system the 
C(ll1ege in 1969 applied for a second North-Central 
evaluation and was subsequently re-accreditcd . 

As enrollments continued to 8row, the need 10 

provide new physical facilities also grew. particular
ly in the area of career education. 

In 1969 McClure Hall was opened. This building 
was built by the Ellsworth College Board of Trust
ecs. but WllS later sold to the Iowa Valley Communi
ty College District and became the first building on 
the Ellsworth cam~us owned by the District. It 
provided air·conditloned facil ities for the career 
education instruction and general purpose class
rooms. 

The Mathematics-Science Building, the first 
building constructed by the District was completed 
in carly 197). This building is a single story. 
air-conditioned structure containing 18,300 square 
fecI. 

Thompson Hall, a residence hall for men, was 
occupied in the fall of 1972 and houses 200 male 
Siudents. 

In 1972 the college sought re·accreditation by the 
North·Central Association of Colleges and Schools 
and was re-ae<:rcdited for a period of ten years. 

A new physical education facility was completed 
in early 1978 and contains approximately 24,000 
"Iuare feet with I large multi-purpose floor with 
courts for inskctball, volleyball, and tennis. It also 
has a wrestling/ gymnlStics area, an archery range. 
I baseball /soft!nll !nlling cage, and two racquet
ball courts. The community was encouraged to use 
this facility along with the college students. and the 
public response was most gratifying. 

In early 1979. the Ellsworth College Board of 
Trunees. seeing a college and a community need for 
an indoor swimming pool, made plans for the con· 
struction of a 25 meter olympic·size pool to be 
auached to the new physical education facility . The 
communitr again responded to the call and showed 
their traditional support by contributing nearly 
~3oo.000 to the projecl. The college staff, display· 
109 their dedicalton. contributed over 5 t 8,000. 

On March 16, 1981, Homer and RUlh Calkins of 
rural Iowa Falls made a gift of 76 acres of land 
which indudes woodlands, wctlands, and native 
prairie. 15 we11 as some tillable ground. This area 
will be used as an outdoor clusroom for nature 
study and has been named the Ellsworth Communi· 
ty College Nature Area, The Calkins Campus. 

Iowa Fa lls: Schools 
When I started school in 1907, the Iowa Falls 

School System consisted of five buildings; the old 
square clementary rour grade building on Iowa 
Street, the High School on the corner of Iowa and 
Stevens Streets, the Tower building at the corner of 
Stevens and Hickory Streets. a four-room North 
Wardsehool at River and North Streets and a small 
~rame East Side school on the corner of Rocksylvan
II and Commercial Streets. Loren Heulewood was 
Superintendent of Schools. 

In March of 1913 the High School building was 
struck by lighting. and burned. The building was 
g,ulled, but within a month the voters h~d autho
rlud a bond issue of 575.000 for a new Central 
Sc~ool.building, Until the new building could be 
butlt. hIgh school classes were held down town in the 
Ellsworth building. above Berfield 's Siore. and 
known as "Serfield Academy." The new three story 
e.ental Building. which houscd alilhe grades from 
~lIldergarlen th rough 12th. was opened for classes 
tnthe fall or 1914. 

The present East Side school was built in 1920. 
and was named the Julia O'Neil School in honor of 
one of its long·time teachers. In 1934 the West Side 
school was authorized and built . 

Meanwhile. in December 1934.lhe North Ward 
school burned and improvised rooms in Caroline 
Ha11 at Ellsworth College "'ere used to house elas:;
es. When. a few years later. after several abortive 
allempts to finance a new high.school. audi torium 
and 'orth Ward school. a bond issue was finally 
passed. the nev.' building was built at the head of 
Main Street in 1940. The new grade school was 
named The Blanche Stoddard School. 

The high school outgrew this building in the late 
1960's and il is now used for 5th and 6th grade 
classes. and is affectionately known u "Mini
High" . 

In 1960·61 a new Junior High building for 7th. 
8th. and 9th grades was built on the north side of 
River Road at the foot ofSimplot li ill . A big playing 
field and a cinder running track lie to the north of 
the building 

About 1929 Ellsworth College was in financial 
trouble and for a time was put under the jur isdiction 
of the Iowa Falls School System. The legal and 
financial tangles were many, and biller feuds broke 
out at various times between "town and gown". 
Eventually. in 1968 the jurisdiction of the college 
was returned 10 the Ellsworth College Board and 
Ellsworth Junior College became a entity or itself 
and was no longer part of the Iowa Falls School 
System. 

The Iowa FaUs High School is now housed in a 
fine building built in t971. Welt of Taylor Avenue 
between Vernon Drive and Willow Lane. PurilS for 
all seven buildings arc now bussed to schoo by II 
busses. Total enrollment for all schools is 1650 
pupils. and the current budget comes to more than 
four million dollars. Submilud b)' KQrhtfint Wr/
d" 

Public Library 
The Carnegie-Ellsworth Public Library or Iowa 

Falls is the concrete result or the dreams. thoughts. 
plans, labor and perseveranceofmanyof Iowa Falls' 
early citi1.ens who placed considerable emphasis on 
culture, education, and opportunity. They looked 
ahead to an ever-growing and developing communi
ty whose needs would increase with ilS growlh. A 
public library was the definite answer to those 
needs. 

The secretary's books containing the minutes of 
the meetings of the library board. together with the 
local newspaper. have provcn 10 be detailed and 
authoritalive sources for an account of the history 
and growth of thc library. 
October 14, 1895: 
A called meeting of those interested in a public 
reading room and library was held in the parlor of 
the Congregational Church. After discussing the 
greal need for such a library and reading room, and 
also the fact that other towns about do have 
libraries. it was moved that temporary officers be 
ekcted. lt was further moved thai a committeeorsix 
be appointed to outline a plan of organil.alion. 
November 19, 1895: 
The Library Association met to adopt the articles of 
incorporation. The chairman. Proressor Richards, 
appointed a committee of five to solicit siock for the 
association. There was opportunity given those pre· 
sent to subscribe for stock which resulted in $300 
being laken_ 
December 7, 1895: 
A commillCe was appointed to find a desirable 
building. Mr. O.B. Chassel was appointed librarian. 
Membership tickets were set at 51 yearly; ten cents 
is charged for the loan of a book for two weeks. 
December 3. Ig95: 
The first annual election of members of the Board 
resulted in the following: Mrs. E.5. Ellsworth . Mrs. 
LE. Jones, Miss Mary Bliss, Mrs, H.C. Miller. 
Mrs. J_D. Steere, Dr. M.W. lI ille. W.H. Woods. 
George H. Cou rtney, and J .t.. farrington . 
December 10, 1895: 
The Y.M .C.A. tendered their lihra ry. chairs. stove. 
lamps. tables. eiC. to the newly organized Public 
Library Association of Iowa Falls. 
January 6.1896: 

The M. Thomas building was leased at 510 per 
month. 
February 9. 1896: 
Books totaling 536.50 were ordered; maguine sub. 
scriptions came to S24.25. 
February 23.1898: 
The cit~· reunc!1 "'as petitioned t? accept ~he library 
and all Its furm ture and fixtures In comphance with 
a vote to levy a lax for the support of the same. A 
two-mill library tall was voted . 
Janurary 23. 1900: 
The book commillee was instructed to take initia t ive 
steps toward the starting of a Children'S Corner. 
March 21. 1901 : 
The trustees of the public library met at the request 
of and at the office of Mr. ES. Ellsworth totonsider 
plans of the new library building "which were 
pronounced vcry elaborate and perfect". 
May5, 1903: 
The Iowa Falls Sentinel reported : 
"Mr. Andrew Carnegie. orNew York. has agreed to 
rurnish 510.000 to build a free public library in the 
city of Iowa Falls ... The question now rests alone 
with the honorable members of the ci ty council to 
provide and maintain a fund of not less than $ I 000 
per year. To Rev. A.H. Beavcr. pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of Iowa Falls, is due the praise for 
the offer in this laudable enterprise. Rev. Beaver has 
been in correspondence with the great capitalist for 
some time Bnd he has at last succeeded in gctting the 
great money king to make this offer." The offer 
further stipulated that the city must provide a 
sui table site for the building. 
May 18.1903: 
The commil\ee on location made a report in favor of 
Lots 5 and 6 in Block t2 owned by E.S. Ellsworth . 
The mayor and city clerk were authorized to pur· 
chase this property at $3.856. 
August 5, 1904: 
The cornerstone of the new Carnegie-Ellsworth 
library building, to be erected at the cost of $1 5,000 
was laid. The ceremonies were in charge of the 
Masonic fraternity. PaSI Grand Commander John 
W. Wells of Marshalltown was the principal spea k· 
er or the afternoon. 
January 26. 1905: 
Mr. Ind Mrs. LE. Jones offered to furnis h the 
children's room. 
May 30.1905: 
Mr. Ellsworth donaled a case of birds to the library. 
Fcbruary.1908: 
The fi rst movies were made to interest rural areas of 
the county in contributing to the library's financial 
support. The first contract with the county supervi. 
sors to provide service to 75 fa milies in rural Hardin 
lownship was agreed upon in 1925; in some form. it 
has remained in effect untillhe presenl day. when 
rLl ral tall support providesapprolL lmately 20%of oLlr 
operating expenses. 

In 1948, the library basement was remodeled for 
use liS the children's room. 

In the early 1950's the steel stack and balcony 
area in back of the circulation desk was added. 
1958: 
The library joined the newly oranizcd North Iowa 
Library EKtension. a cooperalive arrangement to 
provide services and books. 
1966: 
Old newspapers belonging to the library were micro
filmed 10 preserve them. 
197): 
The newly formed North Central Regional Library 
System replaced NILE as the area's cooperative 
agency. 
1981 : 
New shelving and furniture were purchased for the 
library. 
Librarians 

Mrs. Florence Anders served as librarian for 26 
years. from 1897·1923. She was succeeded by Miss 
LucilleSimmons until July, 1924. She. in turn, was 
followed by Mrs. Vivian Ellis. beller known as Mrs. 
S. R. Jones, from July I, 1924 through 1928. 

Miss Beauie.: Woods succeeded her from 1928· 
1929. then Miss Marjorie Powers became librarian 
until her sudden death in 1941 . She was succeeded 
by Miss Lucile Miller, who served until her retire
ment from fu ll -time work in 1977, Mrs. Jean Mor
gan was librarian ror the nelLt year; She was fol' 
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