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Name of Representative _____________ Senator /ba...r· 
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2. Marriage (s) date place 

3. Significant events for 

A. Business 

I 

B. Civic responsibilities "/?~t'-·i-rj-vN'Y.- ;•/,>''"'··" 

6. Public Offices 

A. Local __________________________ _ 

B. State __________________ ________ _ 

. c. National _________________________________ __ 
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100 Years 
Morley's First Century of History 

1873 - 1973 

Morley • 

"We're on the Map" 

Population 123 

Centennial Celebration 

Sept 1-2, 1973 

Price $5.00 Per Copy 

5$(p7~ . 
Morley Centennial Hook Committee: 

Chairman: Florence G. Miller, aided by Edith H. Miller and John L. Willison 

Advertising Committee: Joyce Tenley and Dorothy Russell. 

Published, July 1973 
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Rachel Manly Vanderbilt; Mrs. Cora Manly Siver, and 
Miss Myrtle Manly who lived on the home place from 
1921 until her death in 1952. 

Thomas Siver, a great-grandson, and his family lived 
on this farm for ten years . They then moved to the farm 
of his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Al Siver. It was at this 
time that Arthur and Mae moved to the Manly farm, 
where they are living at the present time. 

The corporaton composed of Arthur, his wife Mae, 
Thomas and wife Nola, owns 450 acres of the original 
farm. A granddaughter, Hyla Bodenhofer Tonne, owns 
130 acres. 

THE JAMES McMURRIN FARM 
William and Isabella McMurrin arrived in the United 

States in July 1856. They had brought their six children, 
ranging in age from two months to eight years, from 
Antrim County, Ireland. 

Ten days after boarding a train in New York City, 
they arrived at Rock Island, Illinois, as far west as they 
could go by rail. A stage-coach brought them to Tipton, 
Iowa. Then they had to look for a farm and living 
quarters. 

They lived in Cedar County until August 1, 1857. Then 
they moved on the present Charlie Davis farm, formerly 
the James McMurrin farm in Greenfield Township, 
Jones County, about two miles northwest of Morley. 

Of the nine children they raised, four stayed in the 
area: John, Sarah (Mrs. Peter Duncan), Nathaniel, and 
James who remained on the home place. 

Mary Johnson, a circuit rider's daughter, married 
James McMurrin in 1884. Their daughter, Bernice, 
married Reuel 0. McColm in 1915 at which time they took 
over the farming. 

Mr. and Mrs. McColm's daughter, Louise, married 
Charlie Davis and they have lived on the farm since 1942. 

Orin Davis, their son, makes the fifth generation 
involved with this same farm. 

JACOB AND MARY KELLER MILLER 
Jacob Miller was born in Rockingham County, 

Virginia, in December, 1799. When he was four years old, 
his family moved to Ohio. 

On April 6, 1823, he was united in marriage to Mary 
Keller. They lived near the town of Lancaster, Ohio. 

In 1844 they moved with their large family to Jones 
County and settled near Anamosa. 

Besides being a farmer, Jacob was an ordained 
United Brethren minister and spent many years as a 
Circuit Rider in eastern Iowa. He was absent from home 
several weeks at a time, leaving his wife and ten 
children: Elias, Joseph, Sarah, Levi, Rhoda, Elizabeth, 
David, Amos , Jacob and Benjamin to tend the farm. 

After twenty-eight years of circuit riding, Jacob 
retired in 1872. He continued to preach whenever sent for , 
especially at the Center Church, commonly called "The 
Green" . 

He passed away on July 16, 1881. 
After his death, Levi, the fourth son, was appointed 

Executor of the estate. He had acquired 200 acres of land 
adjoining his parents' home ; therefore, both farms were 
under his supervision. 

Levi was married to Mary Ann Green on September 6, 
1852. They were parents of ten children: Milton, Jane, 

34 

Allen, Alice, Stacy, Jacob, Frank, Howard, Delbert and 
E.mmarella . 

Stacy and Delbert ("Del") acquired ownership of 
both farms-- "Del", the old homestead, and Stacy, Levi's 
farm. 

After the death of Stacy, his daughter, La Verna Miller 
Kline, became the owner of her father's farm, and livect 
there until her death in 1971. 

The farm is now owned and lived on by John and 
Harlene Husmann. They have a son, Johnny III, and a 
daughter, Janet. 

After the death of H. D. "Del" Miller, the homestead 
remained in the family under the supervision of his wife 
and daughter, Florence G. 

Russell Tenley purchased the homestead farm, where 
he and his wife, Joyce, live with their children, Billy, 
(now married to Sue Gleason), Patty and Clarence. 

W. R. ROBINSON 
William R. Robinson was born November 26, 1836, in 

Champaign County, Ohio. At the age of four years, he . 
came with his parents to Fairview Township, Jones i 
County, Iowa. He had two brothers and three sisters. 

He enlisted August, 1862, in the Civil War, Co. H, 35th 1 

Iowa Volunteer Infantry, and was involved in eighteen I 
engagements, including Vicksburg. He was .never i 
wounded or in the hospital. 

After being honorably discharged about September 1, 
1865, he settled in Greenfield Township. 1 

In 1870, he married Miss Lizetta Piper, who was born I 
near Fort Wayne, Indiana, September 28, 1850. Their I 
family consisted of seven daughters and four sons. 1 

One son, William, the subject of the sketch, married ' 
Miss Edith Illsley, and they continued to live on the I 
Robinson parental farm. Their family consisted of seven i 
children, as follows: Gorman, Corrine, now Mrs. Marvin ; 
Betcher of Davenport, Narvis, Quentin, Victor, and the : 
twins Calvin and Casper. Casper and family reside on I 
the home farm. ' 

+++++ 
In October, 1930, Mr. Robert Russell flew to Kansas 

City to purchase feeder cattle. He was a passenger ~~ 
Pilot Goldsmith, who had been visiting his pa_rents ~ 
Clarence, Iowa and was returning south. The tnp wo 
take about three hours. 

Westphal's Super Valu, Inc. 
Ret a i I Food Store 

Super Valu Fine Foods -Every Day Low Prices 

~ I 
~ I 

Our Own Fresh Bakery Goods Daily J 

' Dutch and John Westphal, Prop. 
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43 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Senator H. D. Miller 
H. D. (Del Miller, ninth child of Levi K., and Mary 

Ann Green Miller, was born January 7, 1867 on a farm 
near Viroqua (Morley), Iowa. He attended the local Sand 
Hill rural school and continued his education at the Olin 
Academy. 

When he became of age, he entered into partnership 
with his father in the management of the old homestead. 
Later, he acquired eighty acres of this land. 

On March 15, 1891, he was married to Myrtle 
Elizabeth Farnham, now deceased. Two children were 
born to this union: a son who died in infancy, and a 
daughter, Florence G. 

In 1901, "Del" embarked in mercantile business in 
Morley, where, in addition to a general line of mer
chandise, he handled hardware and farm implements of 
all kinds. A few years later he opened a grocery store in 
Martelle which Den Claflin operated and later pur
chased. 

Miller's admiration for pure bred cattle led him to 
build and maintain a herd of pure-bred Shorthorns for 
several years. . 

In 1909, he purchased his first automobile, a Buick. In 
1910, he was an assistant salesman for the Buick Com
pany commuting to and from Cedar Rapids. The family 
moved to Cedar Rapids in 1917. He became a dealer and 
distributor of Buicks over a large area of the state. A 
train load of these Buicks was shipped to Cedar Rapids 
for his territory. It has been said that this was the first 
trainload of automobiles to be shipped into Iowa. 
Needless to say, he never drove any other make of car 
during his lifetime. 

With all of this business, he decided to sell the general 
store in Morley. W. A. Ladd purchased it in 1916, and 
later moved the merchandise to Calmar, Iowa. 

Fl~.RM 
; : ~-

Some of H. D. Miller's Aberdeen Angus Cattle . 

lasted until 1937. Over the years, Mr. Kemp showed 
cattle at the International Livestock Shows at Chicago 
and state fairs of various states, and won many ribbon~ 
for prize cattle. 

In 1928 he retired from the Buick dealership and the 
family returned to the old home farm near Morley in the 
fall of the same year. His time was devoted to overseeing 
his farms and working with the large Angus herd. 

In 1932, Mr. Miller was elected state senator from 
Jones and Cedar Counties. He served two terms and 
while in session he was assigned to the following com
mittees: Board of Control -- Ranking member· 
Agriculture; Banks and Banking; Tax Revision and 
Reorganization; Elections; Insurance; Motor Vehicle 
Commission; Public utilities; and the Ways and Means. 

H. D. Miller . 

He was elected president of the National Aberdeen 
Angus Association in 1938, and with other breeders 
visited many of the prominent Aberdeen Angus herds in 
the East. 

After the dissolution of the Miller-Kemp partnership, 
"Del" kept a sizable herd of the Angus that numbered 
approximately 300 head over the next eight years. 

During his lifetime, he was a member of the Modern 
Woodmen of America, Camp Number 4134, and later 
became a 32nd Degree Mason. 

He passed away at his home near Morley on August 
26, 1945. 

His herd of pure bred Aberdeen Angus Cattle became 
the next business project. He and C. W. Wurzbacher were Throughout his lifetime and all his outside interests, 
in partnership for several years. In 1927, I. E. Kemp and his first concern was for his family and the people of his 1 

family moved to one of the farms. This partnership home community. 
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1900 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for Henry D. Miller in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-SOG-ANCESTRY 

© 1997-2011 Ancestry.com 

Name: Henry D Miller 

Home in 1900: Rome, Jones, Iowa 
[Rome, Jones, Iowa] 

Age: 33 

Birth Date: Jan 1867 

Birthplace: Iowa 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Relationship to Head 
head-of-house: 

Father's Ohio 
Birthplace: 

Mother's Indiana 
Birthplace: 

Spouse's Name: Myrtle E Miller 

Marriage year: 1891 

Marital Status: Married 

Years married: 9 

Occupation : View on Image 

Neighbors: View others on gage 

Household Name 
Members: Henry D Miller 

Myrtle E Miller 
Florence Miller 
Herbert Grafft 

Source Citation: Year: 1900; Census Place: Rome, Jones, Iowa; 
Roll: T623_ 440; Page: 178; Enumeration District: 63. 

Age 

33 
31 
10/12 
18 

Ancestry.com. 1900 United States Federal Census [database on
line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2004. 

Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Twelfth Census of the 
United States, 1900. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration, 1900. T623, 1854 rolls. 

Description: 
Th1s database is an mdex to individuals enumerated in the 1900 United States 
Federal Census, the Twelfth Census of the United States. Census takers recorded 
many details including each person's name, address, relationship to the head of 
household, color or race, sex, month and year of btrth, age at last birthday, marital 
status, number of years married, the total number of children born of the mother, the 
number of those children living, birthplace, birthplace of father and mother, if the 
mdtv1dual was foreign born, the year of immigration and the number of years in the 
United States, the citrzensh1p status of foreign-born mdividuals over age twenty-one, 
occupation, and more. Additionally, the names of those listed on the population 
schedule are linked to actual images of the 1900 Federal Census. Learn more .. 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift MembershiPS 

Corporate Information careers PRIVACY POUCY Terms and Conditions 
Ancestry .com 

htto:// search.ancestrv .com/ cgi -bin/ sse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db= 1900usfedcen%2c&rank=O&gsfn= ... 

Page 1 of 1 

9/12/2011 
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1910 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

c::, 1ancestry 
You searched for Henry D. Miller in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1 ·80(}-ANCESTRY 

© 1997~2011 Ancestry.com 

Name: Henry D Miller 

Age in 1910: 43 

Estimated Birth 1867 
Year: 

Birthplace: Iowa 

Relation to Head Head 
of House: [Self (Head) ] 

Father's Birth Ohio 
Place: 

Mother's Birth Indiana 
Place: 

Spouse's Name: Myrtle Miller 

Home in 1910: Rome, Jones, Iowa 

Marital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name Age 
Members: Henr):' D Miller 

M):'rtle Miller 
Florence Miller 

Source Citation: Year: 1910; Census Place: Rome, Jones, Iowa; Roll: T624_409; 
Page: 6A; Enumeration District: 0070; Image: 387; FHL Number: 1374422. 

43 
41 
10 

Ancestry.com. 1910 United States Federal Census [database on· 
line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2006. 

Original data: Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910 (NARA microfilm 
publication T624, 1,178 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 
29. National Archives, Washington, D.C. For details on the contents of the film 
numbers, visit the following NARA web page: NARA 

Description: 
This database is an index to the head of households enumerated in the 1910 Umted 
States Federal Census, the Thirteenth Census of the United States. In addition, each 
indexed name is linked to actual images of the 1910 Federal Census. The information 
recorded in the census mcludes: name, relationship to head of family, age at last 
birthday, sex, color or race, whether single, married, widowed, or divorced, 
birthplace, birthplace of father and mother, and more. Learn more .. 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

Corporate Information Careers PRIVACY POUCY Terms and Conditions 

Page 1 of1 

Ancesby .com 

htto://search.ancestrv.com/cQi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=1910USCenindex%2c&rank=O&Qs ... 9/12/2011 
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Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for Henry D. Miller in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-80(}-ANCESTRY 

@ 1997-2011 Ancestry.com 

Name: Henry D Miller 

Birth Year: abt 1867 

Birth Place: Iowa 

Gender: Male 

Race: White 

Marital Status: Married 

Census Date: 1915 

Residence state: Iowa 

Residence Jones 
County: 

Locality: Rome 

Mother's Indiana 
Birthplace: 

Father's Ohio 
Birthplace: 

Roll: IA1915_268 

Line: 729 

Neighbors: View others on Qage 

Household Name Age 
Members: Henry D Miller 48 

Source Information: 
Ancestry.com. Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 (database on-line]. Provo, 
UT, USA: Ancestry .com Operations Inc, 2007. 
Original data: Microfilm of Iowa State Censuses, 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 
1925 as well various special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the State 
Historical Society of Iowa via Heritage Quest. 

Description: 
Thts database contains Iowa state censuses for the following years: 1856, 1885, 
1895, 1905, 1915, and 1925. It also mcludes some head of household censuses and 
other special censuses from 1836-1897. Information available for an individual will 
vary according to the census year and the information requested on the census form. 
Some of the information contained tn this database though includes: name, age, 
gender, race, birthplace, marital status, and place of enumeration. Learn more . . 

Ancestry.com Slog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

Corporate Information Careers PRIVACY POllCY Terms and Conditions 
Ancestry .com 

httn:/ /search_ancestrv _com/ cQt-hin/ sse_dll ?indiv= 1 &db=IAstatecen%2c&rank=O&Qsfu=He __ . 
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Henry Delbert Miller (1867- 1945) -Find A Grave Memorial 

I="IND A GRAY[ 

Act ions 
Begin New Search 

Refine Last Search 

Cemetery Lookup 

Add Burial Records 

Help wi th Find A Grave 

Find all Millers in: 

o Green Center Cemetery 

o Morley 

o Jones County 

o Iowa 

o Find A Grave 

Top Contributors 

Success Stories 

Discussion Forums 

Find A Grave Store 

Support Find A Grave 

Advertisement 

Want to learn 
more about 

your ancestors? 

<~ ancestry. co,.:· 

BethRigg l 

Memorial Photos Flowers 

JohnRigg 
1930 · 1998 

Henry Delbert Miller 

Learn about upgrading this memorial. .. 

Birth: 
Death: 

Burial: 

1867 
1945 

Green Center Cemetery 
Morley 
Jones County 
Iowa, USA 

Created by: K. Roberts 
Record added: Aug 17, 2011 
Find A Grave Memorial# 75046966 

Cemetery Photo 
Added by: Gerhardt Leffler 

Photos may be scaled. 
Click on image for full size. 

Accuracy and Copyright Disclaimer 

Page 1 of 1 

~ancestry. com 
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Henry Delbert Miller (1867- 1945)- Find A Grave Photos 
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Henry Delbert Miller 
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