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Nelson, . Yeagei, 
Tonn Killed in · '·, 
Highwiy Wreck 

T h r e c prominent Buchan­
an county residents, R. A. Ncl­
:-;on o! Independence, former 
:-;ta te representative, Rudy Tonn 
and Lynn Yengcr, .Jesup farm­
l!rs, were killed in a car-truck 
head-on ct·ash which occurred 
:• bout 7:35 p . m. Wednesday on 
highway 150 about one . mile 
north ot · Hiawatha.;.· The · men 
w•.•re. driving · to Cedar Rapids to 
;tt tend a livestock committ~~ 
meeting. · .>

1 
• 

· Mr. Nelson, driver of the· ear; ... 
:tnd Mr. Tonn reportedly died 
In th~ wreekace of the ear. · 

, · 'Mr. Yeacer.• waa rushed · by ana~ 
hulance to St. Luke'R hospital 
In Ced.U, Raplda aDd then was 
takea to ValvenUJ hospital ln 
Iowa Clu . Thursday mornlnc. ~ 
He dlecl Thanday · momlnr ~ ln 1 

\ Iowa City. 
•• r ' ' .._,. ' 

The accident occurred on , a . 
straight stretch of · highway .and 
lee is not believed to have · been ~. 
a factor in the acc~d~nt;- as'f~ the : 

-car of Mr . . Nelson, {ana · a saBO-:­
un·e tranBport tru,ck crashed })eiiti~.: 
on:- The paveincnt was wet~ how:- . 

~ ever, · acc.i.~tps to the ~~~~·~· 
Pa~~ol.. -~~,. .. driver ~f .•. tll~f. ~ek,:, 

· Edward) B6nh:ager of ~Kalona,-;lb-



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

O,Ail• liill~~ WH lie IHHSt)IIHt Iii \\1 

nd ordct• in Independence, nnd 
tsed n total or 4,208.5 gallons c.·t 
as. 

whd llh~, ~t'bklfHt lli fill lhls Vh­
cRncy nro Mr~ . Mot·vln Lul.orr, 
Jay 'roun~hcndcaux ond Lyall 
Bt·own. Other bonrd director:! nrc 
Merlo .. M n y, · pl·csldcnt; GAil 
Schutte and Phillip Stoddard nne\ 
Lynn Yeager. Mr. Yeager died 
Thursday · morning in an IowH 
City hospital, the result of in ­
jurlel' received in an auto acci­
dent Wednesday evening. William 
Blasier is unopposed seeking re ­
e lcction as treasurer. 

.Win.throp 

htl ll blt~ flll\t!t•11l to;t1l'v lcml fot· 
Mt·. Tonn and Mr. Ycnger will 
be held at 2 p. m. Saturday, 
Mnrch 8 In the American Luther­
on church at .Jesup., The famili<!s 
of Mr . . Yeaaer and . Mr. Tonn ·. re­
quested T} ~ n~ral offerings. 
Memorials in honor of the two 
men ·Con be mAde to the Ameri­
cnn Luthernn Brotherhood schol-
arsh fund. 

The 'terms of Eldon· Gillette 
and Ronnie Decker cxpil·e thir 
year nt Winthrop and both men 
arc seeldng re-election to the 
board nnd arc unopposed. Herb 
·~v!Icox, incumbent, is see}ting · . 
re -election as · treasurer. . ... ·· 

>astor 
:hurch, 
iciate 

Rev. Ro­
Lchman, 
o! tlv~ 
will of. 
at 

·ites and the 
~arkcr Funeral 
10mc, Jesup, is 
~h ~:chargc . · 
·· .-Lynn • Willard 
·{eager wa s 
>Orn J une l R. 

3. D · c h · .. 918 in Brule l•e· l•n r· as , · .. ... YEAGER.~ :=county, Sou th 
. . · . · ,. · .. Dakota. ' He' was · the son or 

· ·· · Charles· and Doro\ hy Yeager. On 
. <Continued from pare one) Feb. 4, · 1940 he ·married the 

·a orer Sheldon of Dundee ·an- · rormer DorothY .. Krueger in In· 
ounces . Ute eni'arement of 'his trict two of the Rep_u.blican farm dependence. '· 
aqhter, .:· Betty, .. to . _Franklin council f~r the p:as~ . stx Y~~~s. . , . Mr. ve·arer is - iurvlved bv 
:oUlns, son of·.· Mr. : and- Mrs. · . .',ln · 19~3 M~. Nelson helped In ~ 

· th i ., f tb N rth his wife and tlx children: Kent, 
(ef' . .., Collhua· of "Lamont. The e orran u .. on . o e o . LYnda, : Barbari, Mark, Brian 
oi. , Is ·ptannlnr . a 1ummer Pine Telephone Co. .a.nd serve.d 
P'ecldtnr: , as .President of the flrm for 20:· and Grant. His f.ather and step-

yean. In 1933 be helped to . or~ mother <- and two slstel'l, Mn. 
ranl1e the P~uetlon Cr~dlt ·Beryl Smith, Winthrop, and. 
assoelatlon ln Waterloo; w h ich Mn. ·· Robert Bftltbaeh, Charles 
served five counties.· He was City, also survive. 
a director of that orranlza,ton Both Mr. Tonn and Mr. Yeag-
for six· :Years. . er were active in ·the Lutheran 

(Continued 'From Pare One) : · · .. Mr. Nelson ~rgan'ized the Dairy church - a'riu •':were . neiihbors for 
Herd Improvement ·association in a riu~bcr of years. · . · Urbana 

At Urbana both , the .director 
nd the treasurer · are., unopposed 
or re-election. ·Roy Haines and 
me:en ·Roll .will both be seek­
ng re-election. 

.Troy Mills 

Buchanan county in 1916. He was M r. Tonn waa born Nov. '7, 
in the retail milk and dairy busi· 1918 on a· farm lD Weatburr 
ness here · until 1940 . .. ·--·- ... - .. townshq,, - the -&On-. of. Paul- .uid 

Mr.' NelSon was born in Rick· Emma Tonn. He ~·married Or­
ardsville in Dubuque ·county pba DeGrelr ·at the Immanuel 
Sept. 17, 1888 the son of. . John Lutheran 'ehUfth . In Jnclepen4-
and Mary . Nelson. He attended en~e . on· April 21, . 194b. They 
public schools there . . On Jan . . 31, .fannecf In Bu'chaniu\ county all 

Nolan Oliphant and LeRoy 1910 he! married the. former Al- of their'. marrte~· Ute. 
Voods have announced Ureir berta Cook: The couple ha·d eight He is survived by his wite: 
:andidacy for the two offices ex- children. three daughters, Rudene, Leanne 
)iring this year at Troy Mills. Mr . ·and Mrs. Nelson came to and Rebecca at_ home; his pat­
virgil Chester and Charles ' Me- Buchanan county in February ·or -:nts, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Tonn, 
: right, incumbents, whose terms 1911 wh'en he rent'ed a farm at Sr., Jesup; three brothers, Le­
uc expiring · th is year, are both qatcsvilie. The Nelsons lived · on Roy, Independence: Paul, Jr., 
3ee'· ' , g re-election. Other mem- that t~rm for three years · and Jesup and Charles Jesul>· · two 
be. of t~ bOard are Charle·s · p\Jrcha'S'ed · the'. ·s unnybi:d<?k · .farm •·'$i~tcn.;- Mr~ll0bei-t .,Tege)e~ :.::th­
Webster, Robert . Bell :and Ralph ~ncar Independence in 1914. ;... .· diario)a ~nd~f~d~ ":ronh,. w'a\·ei--
Akers. Mrs. Paul. Wilson, treas- Mr. Nelson was a member o! ·too.:· ··:~\,.;/'!?~<!~i·sr.::.~.~>~~· ~·· · :.~~·· . .. 
urer, is na·med each year by the - · ·, · : '· · ) · ~ .. ' ' 1 .}. ·?tr ~·. • 11 · .:1, · ·· • 

board of directors. 

Lamont · ~ ~erulti~Jt~ ·~~\ . . . 
¥. , . 
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.. 
2 B'ulletin-Journal Sec. A the First Baptist church In t'n.dc .. 
. . · . · · 951 , pende,nce. and . to~ the, . pas\ 2~ 

lf!~eP.~nd~nc~, <1~., . ~arch .. 7' .1 · · 1 years served as · a ·. Sunday· school 
· . ·,i;~ .,;l~~le~f'at.:-H1'iict~n; · Th'e ttw; teacher in the .chur~h, · . .~· ~~;, 

,f Miles Gardner .ho's exph·cd and ··. S(!rvices for Mr • . Nelson w~re 
, l 1\C ; ia aeekln'g .'re'..ol~ctlon . !or n · pending .Thursday ,_at the Swar\ .. 

1 
'{··. three ·. year · te·rm ". (l~d : ls· . unop~ son Func.ra~ :.: h~~~ ,-~n. \~~dcpe~d" 

: ~ ) -P.osed. ·Albin . :Holms~tom is trcns- etlCC. t ,; .·~; ·.· J)' .• • · 11:.! . ·. • .• . . 
:~ , • urer ·and ·· was elcct'cd · · last ycur · He ls • survived bY. ··his wife; 
;-., ·· ; tqr a 'fw·o-yeat: ' let;m . . , ·. four · sons, ··. Roy, '·· ·Des ·. ·Moinet;; 

· .. . , F .. L-·! k · Glenn, Perth Amboy, ·.N. J.; Car.,l, 
.. ~ · ,. · ·.,. Olruun . waco, Texas; .Merlin, Oelwein; 

n.e , ... Henry Lau aTtd Edward Hart- three . daughters, · Viola ; Nelson 
nc man, i~cumbents . are seeking re· nnd .. , Mi's. Glenn Cavin, · Cedar nti · · 
. electio~ · to ;'three.'-y~~r terms nt ·Rapids;, Mrs . Alvina Smoldt, Gar-

h- . · F.ilirban)<. Kehrieth ~~r Betts is a win. . · . ::·;.·\.:. · .>· ·• 
nd drndfdate,,.",r·!Or . .,._: re~clcction · 11S Also surviving are 1'5': grand-
11~. ·; treasurer .:;:ti'nd. fs ":.,U'nopposed. : ·' , . ·chHdren; :one: brother, ·· John ··.Nel-wo ' •'!'' ',I • ' . . , . '· • . . . . . ·.: •··::·. ·J· · son, Bo~cman, ' ·Mont.; two ·st.s-
.ld . :·:·1: · . eSU p :;· · . ~ .. tcrs, .;.Mts. ~ :,Laura . ~Me.ader,. )ndc" 
·L'l' . There .t~ : on'c .. vacanc:~::_ nt Jesup. ~ plmdcncrl -~·t.f'and t Ml~s: . · 'Alm~i'dn 

that _, of.i' the ,. exp_~r~d ··rtc:m · oi 'J;'immons( .!?Ubl,lQUe.- (·. ; ,~;~:' c ·. 
ice Helma . McMartin;n who . 1s noL. ·:· H.c . 'was·~prec~ded ·· in ·death. by 
.ot seeking re-election. ':' Candidates .. one son, · noriald~ •and t'wo sisters. 
1w who are. seckin·g .. to :fill this va:-. Douhlc·. funeral .. servi~es ~ tol' 
nd caney. ·at·c Mrs. ·,. ~n~vin Lul.off, . Mr . . Tonn and :.Mr. ; Y~ager will 
c·f Jay Tounshendeal.i_x .>an.d .·. Lyall be · held at · 2 .. p . . m;. ~- saturday, 

~·:· . Brown. Other board directors are March a .. in the AmcriC'an· Luther:' 
( Merle :,;··: M a y;<~~·. presiden'f; : .Gatl ari·;_churb'"h · at ~ Jesup;·.::Ttie families 
•, .. · Schutte and ·Phillip Stoddard and ot ·-Mr;":Yea1fer :iind·)·Mr."Tonn':h c-

. TJy·n·n;c:· Yeag~r .. ·.:Mr . . Yeager .died quest~d ·''·' 11,9 ~::1 ·no~.al \i;ortetlhgs . 
.L rsday .. ;. morning in·:~.· an · Iowa Memol'ials 'Att': hono-r :. o~: ·-the .·two 

·· City hospitql, ·; ·the '· reiult . of in- men ::ctm · be made ' to ~'lfte Atn.er'i~ 
juries re·ceived . in an auto acci- can . Lutheran Brotherhood schol-
dent Wednesday evening. William . fund; · . . · .. ··,. ' 
Blasier is unopposed seeking re- . The ttcv. ' Ro- . 
election as treasurer:·· > e r t · .Lehman, 

· -.~ .. :~~.·.·~·.W ... in.'.f~rdp\ .... : ·,··,· .... · >astor,. .. of. th·~ 
' . . . . . ::hul'ch,' will : ·of. 

:· :.T,he . 'terms , of :Eldon· Gillette · 1 · • ., 

and Ronnie Decker ~ cxpii:e .' 'thir. 1 ~ iciate. ~·· at -~ the 
.·ites ·and ·· · 'the 

year .at · Winthrop and both men ?arker\ Funeral 
arc seeking re-election .:to the . 
board : and arc unbpposcd·.: .Herb .' .w:,ne. ,,. ~es~p, is 
Wilcox, . incumbent, . is . seek;"lg. I h " charge. .. : 
re-election as · treasurer. ;· :" .... . :Lynn ~\' Willard 

'{ e a g c 'r w a s 

·· <Continued·· from paa-e .one) 
~n- · . · .. · '! .:·, \ . . · · ·· 

hi! tnct .two of : the RE>P\lblicRn fArm 
.11~ counc.il to~ .the p~s~ , six ye~~s. . · 
r.n. "· ' In .1923 Mr .. Nelton helped in 
rhf the,,,orraniu.Uon: of the · N~rth. 
net Pine ,Telephone ,Co. .a.nd served 

as· PrMident ~ of . the firm for 20 ·· 
yean. In 1933 tie helped .to · or-· 
ranlie the ·PrOduction Credit 

· assoelation . in ·waterloo; which : 
..... served five eoun.UH:\ He wa" 

a ; dlreetor .of that ·. orranl1atton 
• - - ·- A-~ ----- . 

>Orn June · 18, 
... 918 >·in Brule 

. '· . \'EAGER (. .~·:county·, .-. Sou t h 
Dakota . . < !le· ... was · 'the · son·; ·o( 
Charles·,' and Dorothy YC:ager."· On 
Feb: 4, ·: 1940 'he married , the 
former• ·Dorothy:: Krueger ~ in In .. 
dependence. . .. ·'· · · 

Mr. Ye·aa•er. · ·~ · sunrlved by 
. ~Is wife. aD~ .~Jx c~l.lclren: Kent, 
LYnda, · Barbara, Mark; Brian 

. and Grant. His t.ather and •tep'­
. mother '. and'' two 81ster8, Mrs. 
Beryl · Smith, WinthrOp. and 

. Mri. Robert Breltba'eh, · Charles 
City. also ; sUrvive. :-: · · ·· 

_, B-~~~- -~~. !~n~ and · ~r .. . Yeag-

·,. 
•. 

•t I 

.. 
. \\11' 

.· ~ . 
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.., ... ··ft 

~ERS h<Hl one l~ st fling in the snow, 
nlf inches of the \vhile sluff was 
: 12 hours. The pic ture atxwc show:; 

tion Thursday morning . by hos­
pital authorities. The gasoline 

beside thc[r rna .:,; ~cr p iec;c . . . :1 

neter. The youngste rs, ldt lo right 
•n, Dinnnc Fenner, Lindn Downing, 
ry W alton (kneeling) anct Cheryl 

1- -

• to Cast Votes 
Elections. Monday 

Cl;)re S loan who is not seeking 
re-eiection. Mrs. Frances Will­

, inms is seeking re-election as 
treasurer. 

Quasqueton 
Incumbents L. D. WC'Iltcr and 

Paul Blank are unopposed and 
seeking rC'-clection lo the bonrd 
<:md R De:ssa Sauer is seeking 
re-election os treasurer. Present 
secretary is Gladys Hekel, \vho 
is appointed by the board. 

Rowley 

transport did not explode. · 
The three men were going to 

Cedar Rapids to attend a Farm 
Bureau meeting. All of them had 
been active in Farm Bureau work 
and had served in a number o! 
offices in the organization. Mr. 
Nelson was one o! the founders 
of the county Farm Bureau back 
in 1917. Mr. Yeager, 39, was a 
member of the Jesup school 
board and both he and Mr. Tonn, 
39 were active in civic a ffai rs 

' in the Jesup communi ty. 
Just last week Mr. Nelson had 

announced · his candidacy for 
state representative from this 
counly and had taken out nom· 
ination papers on the Republican 
ticket in hopes of returning to 
Des Moines as legislator. He had 
previously ser ved in the 5h;t and · 
52nd General Assembly in 1946 
and 1948. 

About . the fourth ~ar to a rrive 
at the scene of tragedy Wednes· 
clny night was <.lnothcr group 
of co'unty . :residents . who were 

Two directors arc to be elected 
TI.o\vlcy. Candidotcs arc Vic­

\. ... Krob, · scC'king re-election and 
Don Shields and Fred Cherry 

r seeking election to the post filled 
- by WC!rren Pratt, who is not 

runr.ing for re-election. Other 

to attend the meeting in Cedar 
Rapids. In this group were J ohn 
Siesseger, Warner · Frye, Ray 
Kirsch and Pat Fos'{er. 

Mr. Nelson was one of ·. th~ 
founders· ot the Bttclianan county 
Rural · Electric admin'istratioti 'and 
ser-ved as its first chairman w.heh 
the .co-operative wr~s orgnnized · members of lhl' boarct <.lrc Ralph 

Knutz, LaVerne Zlcs0r nnrl Tnnv 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

fa\_ lwd unc l :1~t fli ng in th C' snow, 
,lf inches ~~r lh~ \'.'l)ile slu f f was 
12 hout·:;. Th L· picture above show~ 

beside the: r 1 n<l:;terpiec:e . . . :1 

1Clcr. The yoL: n.l{stcrs. ldl to r igh t 
1, Dianne FennL'r, L inda Downing, 
y Walton ( knr.cl in g) and Che ry l 

. to Cast Votes 
Elections. Monday 

Cl::ire Sloan who is not seeking 
re-e iec tio n. Mrs. Frances Will­
inms is sreking re-election as 
treasur er. 

Quasqueton 
I nc umben ts L. D. Waller and 

Paul Blank a re unopposed and 
~ ing re-election lo lhc board 
m.u R. Dc::;sn Sauer is seeking 
re -e lection as t reasurer. Present 
secretar.v is Gladys Hekel, who 
is a ppointed by the bonrcl. 

Rowley 
Two di rectors ar c to be elec ted 

at Ro v.;lcy. Candida tes nrc Vic­
tor K:·ob, · sc0king re-election and 
Don Shields a nd Freel Cherry 
seeking election to the post fi lled 
by Wn rrcn Pratt, who is not 
r unning for re-election. Other 
IT\I.JITi bers of the boa rd are Ralph 
Kaut7., LaVerne Zicscr a nd Tony 
Thedcns. Seeking r e-election as 
treasurer is D. H . Dingslcy, un­
opposed . Bill Reh berg is the 
present secretary of the board. 

Walker 

lion Thursday morning by hos­
pital authorities. The gasoline 
transport did not explode. 

The three men were going to 
Cedar Rapids to attend a Farm 
Bureau meeting. All of them had 
been active in Farm· Bureau work 
and had served in a number o! 
off ices in the organization. Mr . 
Nelson was one of the founders 
of the county Farm Bureau back 
in 191i. Mr. Yeager , 39, was a 
member of the Jesup school 
board and both he and Mr. Tonn, 
39, were active in civic affairs 
in the Jesup community. 

Just last week Mr. Nelson had 
announced his candidacy for 
state representa tive from this 
count'v and , had taken out nom~ 
inatia"n papers on the Republican 
ticket in hopes of returning to 
Des Moines as legislator. He had 
previously served in the 51st and . 
52nd General Assembly in 1946 
and 1948. 

About the fourth t ar to arrive 
at the scene of t'ri!gcdy Wednes­
day night , was another gTotip 
of co'unty . :residents who were· 
to attend the meeting in Cedar· 
Rapids. In this group were '·John 
Siesseger, Warner · Frye, Ray 
Kirsch and Pat Fos'fer. ·\ ·· ' 

Mr. Nelson \vas one of ·. th~ 
founders · oi the Buchanan county 
Rural· Electric administration·•and 
served as its first chairman NJ.he"n 
the .co-opera tive w ns ·organized 
in 1937. In the past 10 years he 
served as fund drive chairman · 
of the Christian Rural Overseas 
program. 

There wi ll be two directors 
elected for th ree-yea r ter ms at 
Walker. Incumbent Ned White 
is c;eck ing re -elec tion to the board 
, the other candidates are 
H~•rold Miller and Cecil Milbach. 
Unopposed t reasurer F_rank Lin.-· 
da hl is seeking re-election. 

• He was also a member oL the 
Buchanan county extension coun­
cil and was· vice president of the 
Community Council in Indcpend-' 
encc. At a meeting in Independ­
ence Wednesday, Mr. Nelson was · 
elected to serve as a member of 
the executive board of · the Car­
rington-Clyde Experimental.,-~.s· '·" 
sociation. ; ~~- . .: • : i ~ · ') -- -· :: ~- .;~: 

• • ' ' •' • • .. 0 ~ • • '· • • .. .. 0 .. 

. He ser"ved as · Chaixman -· oi:r dist-:.~-

(~DUnue4' ;o~~,~le ·;i)· :; "·:; · :~ ~l~ '·. · (Continued on pa.~e 2) 
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1794 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

R. A. NELSON 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolu­
tion commemorating the life, character and public service of the late 
Honorable R. A. Nelson, begs leave to submit the following memorial: 

R. A. Nelson was born at Reckordsville, Iowa, in Dubuque county, on 
September 17, 1888, and passed away March 5, 1958. He was the son of 
John and Mary Nelson. 

Mr. Nelson attended the rural schools and worked as a farm hand until 
twenty-two years of age. 

On J anuary 31, 1910, he married Miss Alberta Cook. To this union were 
born eight children: Viola, Donald, Roy, Glen, Alberta, Carl, Merlin, and 
Leola. 

Mr. Nelson moved to Buchanan county and farmed three years as a 
renter, then purchased Sunnybrook Guernsey farm. He was a breeder of 
Guernsey cattle and owned and milked "Molly Lou;•, one of the world's 
champion Guernsey cows. 

He helped organize the first Dairy Herd Improvement Association, and 
was a member for thirty-nine years. He also helped organize the Farm 
Bureau in Buchanan county and was a charter member of the organization. 
Mr. Nelson helped organize the R.E.A. in Buchanan county, and served 
as a director for four years in this organization. He was a member o! the 
Congregational church and was also a member of the Buchanan County 
Fair Board. 

Surviving Mr. Nelson are his widow and seven children. One son, 
Donald, preceded him in death. 

Therefore, B& It Resolved by the Hottsc of Representatives of the Fifty­
eighth. General Assembly of I owa: That in the passing of the Honorable 
R. A. Nelson, the state has lost an honored citizen and a faitbiul, useful 
servant, and the House, by this resolution, would express its appreciation 
of his service, and tender its sympathy to the members of his family. 

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

R. P. HARRINGTON, 
DONALD L. KIMBALL, 
JAMES E. PATTON, 

Committee. 

FRANK AUSTIN NICHOL 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolu­
tion commemorating the life, character and public service of the late 
Honorable Frank Austin Nichol, begs leave to submit the following me­
morial: 

Frank Austin Nichol, the son of William A. and Margaret Austin Nichol, 
was born in Albia July 3, 1883. He passed away July 7, 1958, at the age 
of 76. 

Following graduation from Albia high school he attended the University 
of Iowa and Drake University and was admitted to the Iowa bar in 1912. 
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