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· EO~fJJ¢~~~l~JfitiiJP.~~:P,~btish~f: · 
. Kei1ilei:h ';Ro6i.ti~9fi: ,,·o;ed Frida·y 

. ..If. • • . •. .... ~ -, . ::: -· ~- ' . ·_ .. . ~ -- :. -- - -

Ken R~binso~ of Bay~,' the long-tnne .. Keri graduated from Paoora High School 
editor of The News Gazetie, died Friday at · alld Drake University in . Des Moines. An 

. Bayard Nursing and Rehab Center. He was 89 e~onomics major, Robinson was able to live 
years of age. his dream to be a country editor. He purehased 

. Known for his strong Democratic ·The Beyard News . and Bagley Gazette in April 
p~litical views and for voicing his opinions i94o and s~ed as editor until April 30, 1999, 
vigorously, Robinson · was an icon in the when he retired. 
newspaper industry. . He believed in · Ken and Mary Louise entered Bayard 
c·ommunity service and demonstrated . that ,Nursing and Rehab Center in. late March. His 
belief by serving on numerous boards arx:l health declined rapidly and he . died there on 
committees, locally and statewide. April 30. His wife; nieces and nephews; other 

; _ __,-.· 

Ken served .a5 Mayor : of .Bayafct for 24 
years. He also· \~as elected .to the Bayard Ciiy 
Council, serving seven Years in that c~pacity. _ 
He was the driving force in the installation of 
the 'se\ver · system: · in ·· Bayard · as. : well as 

.. i 

improving the streets. · · . . · · 
. He· was· instrumental in the construction 

otihe senior citiiens apartments in .Bayaro and 
the Bayaid Community · Center. Ken . was a . 
charter member of the'Bayard Lions Club. . ,. 

A victim of polio at the age of 16, Ken 
never let the loss of use of his legs slow him 

. down. He walked with the aid of crutches until 
he was almost 80 years old before utilizing a 

·wheelchair for mobility. He camprugned for 
Easted)eals and assisted !ocal families with 
children handicapped by polio. . . · ·. 

. · ·· ' A strong supporter of libraries, Ken ~ • , 
his wife, Mary , Louis~;-~\vere majo~ ,donorS 
toward the ~onstniction ofthe Bayaid Public . 
Library; :Both served .pn Jocai and statewide · ) 
,¥p~,bOO:TclS.: ;:t~:.;.'J.::~~~;':?,'~ .. · .· ,, . . . ·,i 

relatives and many friends survive him. 
His desire for knowledge never slowed 

with his age. Ken donated his body to science 
so that ·students could learn and study the 
effects of polio at Des Moines University. 

He requested no memorial service. 

KENNETH ALBERT ROBINSON 
Kenneth Albert, son of Albert Marshall 

'and Eolian Elvira (Maynard) Robinson, was 
born September 29, 1914, in . Victory 
Townsllip, Guthrie County, on the banks of 
what is now Lake Panorama in · the area called 
"Scrappy . HollO\v ~'. During his junior year of r. 
high schoQ_f, . Ken was stricken with · polio. 
Though ·he ·lost the use· of .his · legs, he 

--- ~ - -- --------- --

~ ~~t~ f;~~ - Panora High SchooLin 1934 . 
. '~~ri~eth then graduated from Drake University 
.• \ylth ~ ' major in economics,. In _ addition, he 

took many journalism classes · as his dream 
was to own and publish a country newspaper. 
While at Drake, he was managing editor of the -
Times · Delphic where he wrote primarily 
sports articles and also :wrote for tht:; Des 
Moines Register and Tribune . 

In 1940, he became owner and publisher 
of The Bayard News and Bagley Gazette. In 

. 1981, he a:k:led The Scranton Journal to his 
ownership. Over the years, he purchased and 
then sold several . other Iowa newspapers. He 
retired April 30, 1999 . 

On October 6, 1946, Kenneth was united 
in marri~ge with Mary .Louise Moulton. at the 

, Congregational Church in . Stuart. They made 
their ~9me in Bayard \vhere they owned .and 

:T· published the . newspaper, , Oyer. they_, years, 
they received many state and 'national ·a,vards ' ' 

. and hon~rs; They \vere .bbt}ii redpi.e~Jts o( the 

.. Iowa Master Editor Publisher.A\vard. Ke~rieth 
.... '.,vas: lladonally .,. te(;pgro~ \~itl1 .• the .: ·Amo~ 
·r·-~~y~; giy~n to .. the. peison ,yho .. i~ .·SOO,S~C!eroo · 
;: to': I1ave ''<l0ne ·the ·. inost : for · 'tlie :·ne\vspaper 

·J' :.; -~ _· ( )' ·, ·; •;'.; : -.~; ~~ ' 7!;:.,.d ... -.. : :-. . ~ - -~ /if:(;' ,· : .. : ,;_·:. ·: ... ..:_ ·; · .... iJ;i; ; -~ '· :' 
~: t.nciu~!TY. a~dhi~ .o,vn <;~m111unity~ r·. · <<~.~·>' ·,.· . •.••• -. .e. ..••• . . - ... _~. __ ~··-- • ...._ ... ... t:... ,_, .... ~ -~ ..,~; .. , .. _ .· ,. . ... - -· ·" ' 
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} 
Ken served as mayor of Bayard for 24 

years. He also served as president of the 
League of Iowa Municipalities. He was active 
in the Democratic Party, organizing Student 
Democrats while at Drake, serving as county 
chair, district committeeman and delegate-at­
large to three National Conventions. In 1964, 
he was elected from Audubon and Guthrie 
Cdunties as a State Representative. He also 
served on the Iowa Civil Rights Commission 
and the board of -Friends of Iowa Public 
Television. He was the first recipient of the 
Easter Seals of America awaro to honor the 
disabled person in America who had provided 
outstanding service to government and 
community. 

The Bayard Community was very impor­
tant to Kenneth. He was a charter member of 
the Lions Club; organized Bayard Senior 
Citizens Housing Corporation that built 
several low rent complexes and the Commun­
ity Center and was involved in the establish­
ment of the nursing home. The librq_ry was 
also a beneficiary of his support, both locally 
and statewide. Ken was given a lifetime 
membership to the Iowa State Library 
Association and was president of the board of 
the Southwest Iowa Regional Library Asso­
ciation. 

In late March. Kenneth and Mary Louise 
moved to Bayard Nursing and Rehab Center 
where he died on April 30, 2004, at the age of 
89 years. Preceding him in death were his 
parents; two sisters, May and husband Ralph 
Holmes and Pearl and husband, Irvin 
Christian. 

Surviving are his wife, Mary Louise of 
Bayard; three nephews, Harold Holmes and his 
wife, Betty of Boone; Vernon Holmes and 
wife, Frances of Jefferson, and Norman 
Robinson and his wife, Delores of Knoxville; 
two nieces, Doris Clark of Bagley and Zola 
and husband, Gary Parker of Sunrise Beach, 
MO; other relatives and friends. 

Kenneth donated his body to scientific 
study at Des Moines University. No services 
are planned. His cremated remains will be 
interred in Highland Township Cemetery 
south of Bayaro at a later date. 

Ohde Funeral Home in Bayard is in charge 
of arrangements. 
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Individual Record FamilySearch™ U.S. Social Security Death Index 

Select record to download - Maximum: 50 

D Kenneth ROBINSON 
Birth Date: 29 Sep 1914 
Death Date: 30 Apr 2004 
Social Security Number: 485-10-9898 
State or Territory Where Number Was Issued: Iowa 

Death Residence Localities 
ZIP Code: 
Localities: 

50029 
Bayard, Guthrie, Iowa 

Retum_to searc::b results Prepc:m~ selec::1edre(~Qrgs for download 

This data is only accurate as of 1 Oct 2010. 

The information on this printout is from the United States government records and is in the public domain. No claim to copyright is expressed or 
implied . 
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