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They lived at Lindy arid HayesvUle · unW he became a 
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• Home. in Sigourney s.ktce 1~ She was a member or the 
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· • Kent of lowa C(ty. · · ·. · · ' · · 
She was. preceded in death by one Son, one brother and 

' three sisters.' 
. .• Services will be Tuesday· at i: 30 p.m. at the Undy Baptist 
• Church with the Revs. R.L. C&pps and Larry Boatman of
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, Funeral Home of Sigourney is in charge of arrangements. 
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~ Luther and Lena ~rybill Cook . .. 
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·. • . -Also surviving is ·a sister Mts. ·Shirley <Dorothy> Mat
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MRS. ORRA LEA SPECHT 
Mrs. Orra Lea Specht, 309 E 
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92 . 

: · . ELDON MONK MORGAN . 
~ Eldon .Mo~ Motg~i.~tilg~~ld, Conn., formerly ?f · 
~ Oskal~\.. d1ed at ~.~Aiilll Convalescent Center m 
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daughters, Miss Phyllis Jane ~ 
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William A. and Rebecca Moran Littlejohn. 

village of Mineral Ridge, Ohio where they 
lived for twenty-three years where their 
children were born. They moved to Excelsior 
Mining Camp in Mahaska County, Iowa for 
three years leaving in 1884 to homestead near 
Bath, South Dakota. Their oldest son John 
J. Morgan remained at Excelsior Mining 
Camp, Iowa because he was engaged to be 
married on January 24, 1885 to Elizabeth 
Roberts. She was the daughter of William 
and Catherine Thomas Roberts of Wales who 
had migrated to America and settled in 
Mineral Ridge, Ohio. William Roberts and 
his little family moved to Bevier, Missouri. 
Catherine Thomas Roberts died in ·Canton, 
Dlinois while the family was moving. Eliz
abeth Roberts had gone to Excelsior Mining 
Camp, Iowa to visit relatives when she met 
John J. Morgan in 1884. 

Mr. Morgan continued to work in the mine 
and as time went on nine children joined the 
family. Mr. Morgan did not want his sons to 
work in the mines so he purchased a farm in 
Garfield Township on which they were 
raised. He took care of the business and work 
and Mrs. Morgan was truly a homemaker and 
took care of the children all of whom they 
could be justly proud. Mr. Morgan served on 
the Elm Grove School board and the Beacon 
(Iowa) school board after his retirement from 
the farm. He was also a Township Trustee for 
Garfield Township and served on the election 
board. They attended Elm Grove Sunday 
School services while on the farm and later 
the Beacon Baptist Church. The children 
grew in a family oflove and discipline, willing 
to do their share of work. Each member could 
recall the memories of the happy days in the 
home as well as the heartaches and sorrow. 
As time went by each of the children left to 
work and marry to make his own home but 
on special occasions the families would gather 
'it the parental Morgan home for the day. 
Their c~ildren were: Elizabeth (Mrs. David 
R. Williams), Jenkin Morgan, William R. 
Morgan, Margaret (Mrs. William R. Wilson), 
Jennie (Mrs. Homer W. Moffet), Edna (Mrs. 
D.W. Dayton), Llewellyn Morgan, Miss 
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Leona Morgan and Ruth (Mrs. Paul W. 
Collins). When Mr. and Mrs. Morgan wanted 
to retire they sold their farm and moved to 
Beacon, Iowa where they lived until their 
deaths. Mr. Morgan died on September 22, 
1934 and Mrs. Morgan died on M,ay 9, 1950. 
They are both buried at the Forest Cemetery 
at Oskaloosa, Iowa. Most of the members of 
the John J. Morgan family remained in the 
Mahaska County, Iowa area among their 
families and friends. Now the younger mem
bers of the family are taking jobs in larger 
cities, following a career in the service, 
attending college with a career in a chosen 
field thus finding homes in various parts of 
the country. Wherever they locate you will 
find a family who will carry-on the traditions 
of his ancestors, a neighbor in time of need 
and a citizen true to his country. 

by Leona Morgan 

MORGAN, ELDON 
MONK & ZANA IRENE 

WITT 
F409 

Eldon Monk Morgan, born July, 1890, was 
like his father Saul Hartley Morgan, born in 
February, 1853, a resident of White Oak 
Township. My father's grandfathP.r, Lewis 
Bailey Morgan was born in Virginia in 1812 
but moved with his father and mother, David 
Morgan and Francina Hartley Morgan, to 
Danvilee, Illinois where David was a Cooper 
(a barrel maker). John Morgan, the Raider, 
was a cousin of Lewis Bailey Morgan but to 
lighten the burden of that, Lewis' wife's 
mother, Lydia Beard was said to be related 
to William Jennings Bryan's family. 

Lewis Bailey Morgan has always been 
considered one of the more interesting mem
bers of the family, whose origins are said to 
be in Wales. Lewis was co-owner of the 
Galena Lead Mines in Illinois with two 

partners, Antoine Lore and Selestine Kelten
back. Interestingly ~nough, he named two of · 
his sons after his former partners, gave a third 
the name of Christopher Columbus, and only 
Saul Hartley had a non-attention-getting 
christening. Lewis sold his interests in the 
Galena mines, moved to Fairfield, Iowa and 
opened the first grocery store there. He sold 
that, bought out a family named Troy of 
White Oak Township and became the second 
settler and largest land owner in that part of 
Mahaska County. A Southern sympathizer, 
during the Civil War, Lewis buried gold coins 
in leather bags in an area around the family 
main house, then went to the bam and hung 
himself. According to legend he was not a 
man who feared to be different, so the suicide 
was inexplicable. I understand that people 
still come to the old Morgan land with 
electronic gear hoping to unearth the Morgan 
gold which, as far as the family knows, never 
surfaced. Lewis left his wife and sons well off, 
despite what he buried and after his wife, 
Sarah Ann Smith Morgan, a relative of 
Andrew Jackson, died in January, 1894, the 
family wealth declined. All the sons squan
dered their inheritances. 

Eldon was the fourth child, third son of 
Saul Hartley Morgan and Mary Jane Monk 
Morgan. The Monk family were said to have 
left Scotland as religious refugees and lived 
in Holland. 

Mter the Revolutionary War, the Monks 
immigrated to Canada, later Wisconsin, and 
finally Iowa, where Mary Jane Monk was 
born in May, 1856. She married Saul Hartley 
Morgan on January 1, 1882, and they lived 
and raised their family on the outskirts of 
Rose Hill where, I think it is safe to say, they 
became movers and doers in the area, good
ness, generosity, and inate kindness which 
culminated in their son, my father, Eldon 
Monk Morgan. 

Zana Irene Witt Morgan was born in 
August, 1895 to William J. Witt, born August 
1846 in . Knox County, Illinois and Annie 
Pierce Thomas Witt, born August, 1852 in 
Pennsylvania. , 

The Witt family history, earliest recorded, 
began with William Witt, born in France in 
1675. The name is thought to have been De 
Wit and changed when William's family, 
Huguenots, fled from France in the 17th 
Century. William settled in Virginia and 
adopted his nephew, Richard Oney Witt, as 
his son. Richard was the progenitor of this 
branch of the Witt family. 
· His son, Hezekiah, had nine children; the 

eigth was Jessee Witt. Born in Virginia in 
May, 1760, Jessee was a private in the 
Revoluntionary War, first serving under 
command of Colonel William Davies of the 
lOth Virginia Regiment, in January, 1777, 
and later transferred to the 14th Virginia 
Regiment, May, 1779, under command of 
Captain John Overton. Jessee Witt was 
discharged in September, 1779. He married 
a much younger woman, Ruth Whit, born in 
1770. Jessee's father, Hezekiah, was said to 
have large land holdings near Raleigh, North 
Carolina. Jessee and Ruth left Virginia, lived 
in Rutherford County, North Carolna, then 
to Overton County, Tennessee and even
tually to Henderson, Knox County, Illinois. 

Richard Witt, a son of Jessee and Ruth, 
and his wife Mary, had ten children, one of 
whom was William Jasper Witt, Zana Irene 
Witt's father. He married Annie Pierce 
Thomas in September, 1873. Prior to that he 
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had served in Co. A, 65th Illinois Infantry 
during the Civil War. He and Annie Pierce 
Thomas had five children of whom only two, 
Clara and Zana, survived. William Witt came 
to Iowa in March, 1868, settled in Mahaska 
County on a farm in Monroe Township until 
he moved with his family to Rose Hill in 
December, 1914. 

Annie Pierce Thomas Witt, mother of 
Clara and Zana, died in May 1935 ather home 
in Rose Hill. Legend had it that she was 
descended from the family of General Benja
min Pierce whose second son, Franklin, 
became the 14th President of the United 
States. Annie Pierce Thomas was the daugh
ter of Owen and Sarah Thomas of Norris
town, Pennsylvania. A child of two, she came 
with her two brothers to Monroe Township, 
in Mahaska County. 

Her daughter, Zana Irene, married Eldon 
Monk Morgan on May 18, 1918. They insisted 
that they did not elope; however neither set 
of parents were informed until after the 
ceremony. Nine days later Eldon followed his 
two older brothers into the army, saw duty 
in World War I in France, and was discharged 
in February, 1919. He and Zana, who taught 
school for many years, settled in Rose Hill, 
which was to be their home for the next 30 
years. Eldon was a rural mail carrier with the 
second longest mail route in the United 
States, at the time of his retirement. At age 
70 he ran for the Iowa' Legislature, and won, 
as a Democrat-the first from Mahaska 
County since Iowa had become a state. Zana 
excelled at teaching, good works, church and 
family activities. 

Zana died November 2, 1968 in Oskaloosa 
where she and Eldon had moved in the late 
1940's. Eldon died March 7, 1981 in Connect
icut where he had lived with the couple's only 
daughter, Kathryn Ann Morgan Ryan, for 
the last five years of his life. 

by Mrs. Cornelius (Kathryn Morgan) 
Ryan 

MORGAN, JOHN D. 
F410 

John D. Morgan the son of David E. 
Morgan and Christine Bruhn was born April 
8, 1913; his birthplace was the same as where 
his father was born in Garfield Township 
Section 35. 

John graduated from Beacon High School. 
He also attended Fremont School. while at 
Fremont, David and John delivered milk 
from their Rosebud Dairy. 

The Morgan family, which consists of 
David E., Christine E., Hannah A., and John 
D. Morgan, purchased a Rose Hill Farm in 
1939 in White Oak Township 4. They oper
ated the Rosebud Dairy. 

On October 12, 1943 John D. married 
Relda White at the Oskaloosa Christian 
Church. She was the daughter of Orah and 
Maude Crane White. Relda was born July 17, 
1912 in Garfield Township Section 35 at the 
same place where her mother Orah was born. 
She had four sisters: Ruth Stull (deceased), 
Dorothy Schultz and Arllene Vander Martin. 
Relda graduated from What Cheer in 1931. 
She taught 10 years in Keokuk and Mahaska 
Counties in country schools before her 
marriage to John D. Morgan. They resided at 
Rose Hill. While at Rose Hill three children 
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John D. Morgan Family. Seated: Relda (White) and John D. Morgan. Standing: Janice (Morgan) Taylor, 
Charles S. Morgan, Delores J . Morgan. 

were born: 
Janice D. was born on April 10, 1946 at 

Mahaska County Hospital. Janice attended 
Rose Hill School where John was a director. 
She and the other two children attended Elm 
Grove School. John was director and presi
dent of the school board. 

Janice worked at Downing Coffee Shop 
until her marriage to David G. Taylor of 
Chicago, Illinois, on August 31, 1968. On 
January 9, 1971 a son was born named John 
Eric Taylor. The family lives in Joliet, 
Illinois, and operate their own pest control 
business called J.D. And Son. They enjoy 
square dancing. John goes to Illinois School 
for the Deaf. He is very active in sports. John 
spends time back at Grandpa John's farm 
during the summer. Janice graduated in 1964. 

Charles S. was born December 28, 1950, at 
Mahaska County Hospital. Charles attended 
country school all eight grades. He graduated 
from Oskaloosa High School in 1969. Charles 
entered the Army in May of 1970 and was 
discharged in November of 1971. He spent 13 
months overseas in Germany as a clerk typist. 
Since 1975 when the Rosebud Dairy was 
discontinued, he has worked for Supersweet 
Feeds in Oskaloosa. In 1978 he served as 
Worthy Patron of Vega Chapter O.E.S. #532 
of Oskaloosa. In 1980 he served a8 Worshipful 
Master of his Council Lodge #644 AM/FM 
and at the time is secretary of the lodge. He 
also farms 200 acres at Rose Hill and is in 
partnership with his dad who has 150 acres. 
He lives at the homeplace. 

Delores J. was born September 22, 1953 at 
Mahaska County Hospital. Delores attended 
all 7 grades before the closing of the country 
schools in 1966. She graduated from Oskaloo
sa High School in 1971. Delores has been 
active in the Order of Rainbow for Girls, first 
as a member when she served as Worthy 
Advisor in May of 1973. She also served on 
the advisory board and as a Mother Advisor 
of the Order of Rainbow Girls. Delores is a 
member of Vega Chapter O.E.S. #532. She 
has worked in the public since 1974. First at 

Dee's Floral & Crafts for over 3 years, then 
at Drug Fair. She presently works at Pamida 
Inc. She is the department head of housew
ares and appliances. She has been there since 
March of 1978. 

Delores helps with the Miss Mahaska 
Pagent Board. In April of 1982 she purchased 
her home in Oskaloosa. 

In the spring of 1954 the Morgan family 
moved to the present location RR# 5. The 
farm home is the same place Orah and Relda 
White were born. John did custom trucking 
and farmed. Then they started their own 
Rosebud Dairy. 

On December 1, 1973 Relda died at 
Mahaska County Hospital as a result of a 
massive stroke. She had heart trouble the two 
years before. She is buried at Forest Ceme
tery in Oskaloosa. 

At present John keeps himself active in 
farming. He enjoys raising turnips and sweet 
corn to give to other people. 

by Delores J. Morgan 

MORROW 
F411 

Among the early settlers in White Oak 
Township were James and Selah Kirkman 
Morrow. James Morrow was born in South 
Carolina in 1799. The year 1802 found the 
Morrow and Kirkman families moving to 
Christian County, Kentucky, settling in the 
Kirkmanville area. During the year 1808 
Selah Kirkman was born to George and 
Fereby Simpson Kirkman. 

James Morrow and Selah Kirkman were 
married during the year 1825 in Todd 
Co\.mty, Kentucky. When Morgan County, 
Illinois was opened for settlement George 
Kirkman moved his wife, children and grand
children to Kacksonville, Illinois. In 1844 
James Morrow, his wife and eight children 
came by covered wagon to White Oak 
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1930 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for Eldon M. Morgan in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-SOG-ANCESTRY 

(f; 1997-2011 Aocestry.com 

Name: Eldon M Morgan 

Home in 1930: White Oak, Mahaska, Iowa 
View Map 

Age: 39 

Estimated Birth abt 1891 
Year: 

Birthplace: Iowa 

Relation to Head Head 
of House: 

Spouse's Name: Zana I Morgan 

Race: White 
Occupation: 

Education: 

Military Service: View image 

Rent!J1WR/! 

AR,e at first 
arnage: 

-Jiarrcnts' b1 np ace: 
Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name Age 
Members: Eldon M Morgan 39 

Zana I Morgan 34 
Kathryn A Morgan 4 

Source Citation: Year: 1930; Census Place: White Oak, Mahaska, Iowa; Roll: 667; 
Page : 18; Enumeration District: 30; Image: 1014.0. 

Ancestry.com. 1930 United States Federal Census [database on
line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2002. 

Original data : United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth Census of 
the United States, 1930. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration, 1930. T626, 2,667 rolls. 

Descriptio-n: 
Containing records for approximately 123 million Amencans, the 1930 Un1ted States 
Federal Census is the largest census released to date and is the most recent census 
available for public access, The census gives us a glimpse mto the lives of Americans 
in 1930, and contains information about a household's family members and 
occupants including: birthplaces, occupations, immigration, citizenship, and military 
servtce. The names of those listed in the census are linked to actual 1mages of the 
1930 Census. Leam more .. . 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

Corporate Information careers PRIVACY POUCY Terms and Conditions 

Page 1 of 1 

Ancestry .com 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=1930usfedcen%2c&rank=O&gsfn=... 9/25/2011 
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Eldon M Morgan- Overview - Ancestry.com Page 1 of 1 

ancestry Hi, helenjwhl ~QLt Messages (13) M1__~ !:t<IP To-Dos Quick Unks 

Home Family Trees Search Collaborate Learning Center DNA Publish Shop Hire an Expert Gift Memberships 

Extended Curran Family Tree 
Owner: patrickcur@o168 

Eldon M Morgan 
Birth abt 18911n ~ 
Death 

Return to family tree 1 ~ 

Vtew his famitv tree View family members ~ 

Overview Facts and Sources Media Gallery Comments Member Connect 

Media Gallery 

Timeline~) 

1891 
abt 

No phows, stcrfes, audio or video have been added yet. 

Residence 
1930 

Rose Hill. Mahaska. Iowa. USA 
Age: 39 

Comments 

No comments have been added yet. 

Add a comment 

Contact Us: !-BOO-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Slog AffiliateS Gift Memberships 

1 source citation 

1 source dtation 

~ 1997-2011 Ancest:ry.com Corporate Information careers PRIVACY POUCY Terms and ConditiOns 

http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/59987/person/1644576455?ssrc= 

find a person in thrs tree 

Save this oersoo to your tree 
Comment on thiS 

Family Members 

Parents 

No Father 

No Mother 

Spous e & Children 

Zana I M 
1896-

;---·- -- Kathrvn A Morgan 

1925- 1993 

Family group sheet 

Source Information 

1930 United States Federal Census 

D 1 dtation provides evidence for Name, 
Residence, Birth 

Web links 

There are no webltnks available for this person. 

Search the web for Eldon M Morgan 

Ancesby.com 

9/25/2011 
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Connecticut Death Index, 1949-2001 - Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for Eldon M. Morgan in Iowa 

Name: Eldon M Morgan 

Father's Morgan 
Surname: 

Death Date: 

Death Place: 

Age: 

Birth Place: 

Birth Date: 

Marital Status: 

Spouse: 

State File #: 

Occupation: 

Industry: 

Residence: 

Address: 

Race: 

Source Information! 

7 Mar 1981 

Danbury, Connecticut 

90 Years 

Iowa 

22 Jun 1890 

Widowed 

Zana 

05014 

MAIL CARRIER 

U.S. POSTAL SERVICE 

Ridgefield, Connecticut 

135 Old Branchville Rd 06877 

White 

ConnectiCut Department of Health. Connecticut Death Index, 1949-2001 [database 
on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2003. 
Onginal data: Connecticut Department of Health. Connecticut Death Index, 1949-
2001. Hartford, CT, USA: Connecticut Department of Health. 

Description: 
Covering the years 1949 to 2001, this mdex of over 1.4 million deaths in the State of 
Connecticut, USA, contains name of decedent, sex, race, death date, death place, 
place of residence, age, marital status at death, and more. Learn more .. 

Contact Us: 1-80(}-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships 
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Birth : 

Death: 

Jul. 22, 1890 
Mahaska County 
Iowa, USA 
Mar. 7, 1981 
Ridgefield 
Fairfield County 
Connecticut, USA 

Represented Mahaska County in the 61st 
General Assembly in 1965. 

Inscription: 
Eldon M. Morgan 
US Army 
1890-1981 

Burial: 
Wymore Cemetery 
Rose Hill 
Mahaska County 
Iowa, USA 

Created by: KateH 
Record added: Aug 12, 2009 
Find A Grave Memorial # 40606759 
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