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JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 2009

ELBERT M. WATSON

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolu-
ion commemorating the life, character, and public service of the late
Jonorable Elbert M. Watson, begs leave to submit the following memorial:

Elbert M. Watson was born May 18, 1912, in Ringgold County, the son of
Dr. and Mrs. E. J. Watson. He was educated in the Diagonal public schools;
attended Creston Junior College, Simpson College and the University of
Iowa.

On July 8, 1939, he was married to Alberta Miller, and to this union six
children were born, three sons and three daughters.

Mr. Watson was engaged in insurance business for twenty years and in
banking for twenty-one years, and served as president of the First State
Bark of Diagonal, Iowa. He was very active in civic affairs and had served
c/ jal and county school boards. He was also a director of Area XIV
Viu..éional-Technical School. He had served on the County Extension Board,
the Ringgold County Hospital Board, and was a director of the Ringgold
County Industrial Development Board.

Mr. Watson was a member of the Methodist Church, the Lions Club, of
which he served as president, the Masons, American Legion, Farm Bureau,
American Bankers Association, Independent Bankers Association, Iowa
Bankers Association, Bluegrass Bankers Association, and Independent
Insurance Agents Association, and in most of these organizations he had held
an elective office. He served in the United States Navy Hospital as corpsman
for two years.

Mr. Watson, a Republican, served in the Iowa House 'of Representatives
in the Sixty-second session of the General Assembly as Representative of
Ringgold and Taylor Counties.

Death came to Mr. Watson on October 22, 1967, and he is survived by his
widow, Alberta; three sons, Elbert J., now with the United States Army in
Fort Polk, Louisiana; Stevon and Mark of Diagonal; and three daughters,
Mrs. Jack (Dixie) Taylor, Diagonal; Mrs. Larry (Kay) Pratt, Ames, and
Mrs. William (Ann) Warin, Mount Ayr; and six grandchildren. A sister,
Mrs. Gerald (Olive) Lonnecker of Creston, also survives Mr. Watson.

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Sixty-
third General Assembly of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable

Elbert M. Watson, the state has lost an honored citizen and a faithful and

useful public servant, and the House by this resolution would express its
appreciation of his service and tender its sympathy to thec members of his

family.
Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon

the Journal of the House, and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward
~ enrolled copy to the family of the deceased.

ELDON L. STROBURG
PERRY L. CHRISTENSEN
HOMER L. WARREN

Committee
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E. J. Watson MD family.

About 2 years 1later, they moved to Knowlton.
While living there 3 children were born: Hazel in
1906, Olive 1in 1909, and Elbert in 1912. A doctor
from Blockton came by train to deliver each child.
Mode of transportation at that time was horse and
buggy, or train.

In 1918 the family moved to Diagonal to ‘ continue
residence, with the exception bf Olive, for the
remainder of their lives.

Dr. Watson was active in community affairs,
having served on the school board, as town officer
and as county coroner. Mrs. Watson was active in
the Methodist Church, serving in various official
capacities. Her first concern was caring for her
daughter Hazel, who spent all her life in the home.

Olive graduated from high school in 1926,
attended Simpson College 1 year, then entered Nurs-
ing School in Creston, graduating in 1930 as an
RN.

Elbert graduated from high school in"1930. He
attended Simpson College then transferred to Iowa
City where he considered becoming a physician.
This proved not to be to his 1iking. He worked at
various occupations, then became an employee of the
First State Bank 1in Diagonal. Later he became
president of the bank.

Dr. Watson was honored June 15, 1954 for having
completed 50 years in the practice of medicine. In
April 1955 he was named "Outstanding General
Practioner" in Iowa. Dr. Watson continued practice
until his retirement in 1959.

Daughter Hazel died 1in 1947 at age 47. Wife
Della died 1in 1956 at age 77. Dr.‘Elbert died in
1960 at age 84. Son Elbert M. died at age 55 in
1967, survived by his wife Alberta and 3 daughters
and 3 sons.

Daughter Olive Lonnecker 1is still 1living with
husband Geraid and her daughter Jorene in Creston.

Elbert Watson Family

Elbert Minor, the only son of Dr. E.J. and Della
Minor Watson, was born May 18, 1912 at Knowlton and
in 1918 moved with his family to Diagonal.

While studies and employment took him from

- Diagonal

475

Diagonal for a few years, this was always his
beloved hometown. He graduated from DHS in 1930,
having been both the delight and despair of his
instructors. \ '

Following graduation, he attended Simpson College
at Indianola and the Univ. of Iowa in Iowa City.

On July 8, 1939 he was united in marriage with
Alberta Miller, daughter of George W. and Dixie
Miller of Paragould, Ark. They made their home in
Iowa, moving to Diagonal when he left to serve in
the Navy in World War II.

To this union were born 6 children: Dixie (Mrs.
Jack Taylor) of Diagonal; Kay (Mrs. Larry Pratt) of
West Milford, NJ; Ann (Mrs. Bill Warin) of Mesa,
AZ; Elbert Jay (wife Donna) of Mt. Ayr; Steven
(wife Carolyn) of Scottsdale, AZ; and Mark of
Scottsdale, AZ.

The family includes 10 grandchildren: Darla (Mrs.
Gary Sobotka), Karen (Mrs. Shon Berry), James and
Patricia Taylor; Randy (wife Kim), Rick (wife
Deborah), and Rob Pratt; and Sara, Kayren, and Anna
Leigh Watson; and 3 great-grandchildren Jason and
Jennifer Pratt and Rachel Sobotka.

Elbert served as president of the First State
Bank for 5 years having been associated with M.I.
Roberts in that business for 20 years. They
conducted an insurance business for the same length
of time. He also operated the Diagonal Theater for
a number of years. . .

He was a member of the Iowa House of Representa-
tives and on the Area 14 Board of Education which
operates SWCC.

His public service also included serving as a
member of the Board of Trustees of the Ringgold Co.
Extension Council, as director of social welfare,
and served on the Diagonal Board of Education.

He was an active member of the Diagonal Methodist
Church, the Masonic Lodge, Lions International, and
veterans' organizations.

Alberta, better known as "Grandma Bert" to many
in the community was also employed at First State
Bank and since 1968 as a 1library aide 1in the
Schools. She has been in charge of the
concession stand at basketball game§ for several
years. .
Jay Watson Family

Elbert Jay Watson II was born Jan. 21, 1949 at
Diagonal, in the home presently occupied by Mr. &
Mrs. R.A. Beymer, to Elbert Minor - and Geneva
Alberta Miller Watson.

Donna Kaye Rychnovsky, along with her twin
sister Monna Raye, was born Oct. 13, 1949 in Leon,
IA to Albert Stanislav and Lena Maxine Gebhardt

Rychnovsky.
Jay and Donna both started kindergarten in
Diagonal and graduated from DHS in 1967. After’

graduation, Jay enrolled at SWCC before enlisting
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Elbert Minor Watson

Birth: May 18, 1912
Death: Oct. 22, 1967

Inscription:
Iowa, PHM3 U S Navy, World War II

Burial::

Diagonal Cemetery
Diagonal

Ringgold County
Iowa, USA
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