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OBITUARIES 

VAN ROEKEL OWEN 
Gerrit Van Roekel,· 86, Pella, died Gertrude Owen,· 80, Pella. di· 

·Sept. 17, 1985, at the' Pella Com- Sept... 20. 1985, at the Pella Cot 
. mtmity Hospital.· He ~as born on munity Hospital. She was born · 

June 11, 1899, on a; farm near Dec. 24. 1904 in Sully, the daughter 
Leighton, .·.the son of Henry and Dick and Hattie Van Kamp• 
Mirmie Veenschoten VanRoekel. Bruxvoort. 
He grew up in the Leighton-Pella She grew up in the Sully area ru 

area and graduated from Centtal went to school at the Sully Christi< 
College in 1924. He was tmited in Grade School~ She married Gen 
marriage on Aug. 'll, 1924 to Edna Lourens on Sept. 17, 1927. She w; 
Josephine De Bruin near Leighton. untied in marriage to Harold Owt 
They moved to.Denver, Colo., where oo Oct. 18, 1958. She was employt 
he . worked as a manager of a at the telephone office in both Otlt 
Safeway Store. He ~so served as and Pella. She was also employed 
preSident of Bethesda Hospital in the office at Rolscreen and was 
Denver. In ·1945, they returned to member of the, Thirt:l Reform« 
Pella and he became Director of Church. . 
Admissions and Business Manager · . . She is survived by her son: Arno: 
of CentralCollege. After retirement · Chester Lourens, Van Meter; 
from Central College, he ~ed tWo daughter: H. Jean Nieboer, Omah. 
terms as Republican representative Neb.: a stepson: Wally Gaddi 
in the Iowa State Legislature. He Pay_tona Beach, F1a.; nine gran1 
was a member of the Trinity children: Darrel Lourens, She~ 
Reformed Q_1_t:~Z:~J)J_w.~~e_sef:Yed_._LotJrens--Kain;-Merlin-€lemmensOT 

· -- - ~-=·~~ ----as-an·-e~aer and Sunday School Lori Lourens Button, Scott Louren: 
teacher. He was past U. Governor Audrey Lourens, ·Julie Louren: 

...... ·, 

of Kiwanis. Allen Lourens, Pam Nieboe 
He is survived by· his wife; his Adams; four brothers: Gerri 
chil~n: Ray, of Marshalltown; Bruxvoort, Pella; Jake Bruxvoort 
and Erma· <Dr. Donald J. > Newton; Herman Bruxvoort 
Brugglnk. Holland, Mich.; a Newton; Guy Bruxvoort, Pella; . 
~other: John Van RoekeJ, Hamp- sister: Bernice Meinders, Pella 
ton; and three grandchidren: Judith and nine great-grandchildren. 
De Jong, Linda Van Roekel, and 
JOhn Genit Bruggink.. . She was preceded in death-by he: 

parents; her husband, HarOld; am 
five sisters: Ume Slater, Nelli« 
Van Wyk, Hattie Olsthoorn, Jennh 
Jochems; and Effie Bruxvoort. ·- -

He was preceded in death by his 
p)lren ts; two brothers: Louis, 
William; a sister: Dena VanRoekel 
De Prenger; foor half. brothers: 
'I)mis, Delos, Henry, Dick Van . 
Zente; three hall sisters: Nelle, 
JOsie, and Catherine; a grandion: Funeral services were held Sept. 2: 
Donald Ian Bruggink; and a great- · at Third RefOrmed Church in Pella 
granddaughter: Amanda De Jong. · with the Dr. Delmar Thiesse of 
Funeral services were held Sept. 20 ficiating. Burial was at Sull~ 

at the Trinity Reformed Church in Cemetery in Sully. Memorials rna) 
Pella, with the Rev. Donald Plan- be given to the Third Reformed 
tlhga and . the Dr. Donald J. Church and the Schuring Family·, 
Rruggin.k officiating. Burial was at mic;~ionarles of Brazil. 
Evergreen Cemetery near Leighton. Arrangements were made by 

• }14emmials may be given to Trinity Garden Chapel Funeral Home . 
Reformed Church in Pella. 
A:rrangements were made ,: by 
qaroen Chapel Ftmeral Home. 
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