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.mbin, in which some of the children were born. After carrying on general agri­
cultural pursuits for a long period Mr. Zvacek retired to private life and is now 
living in Ely in the enjoyment of a well earned rest. The father was born in 
1844 and the mother in 1852. The children of Mr. and Mrs. Zvacek are: Mrs. 
Fanny Stanek; Emma, the wife of John Zezula; Agnes, the wife of George 
Chadinea; Lillie and Libbie, at hOme; Charles, in Cedar Rapids; and Frank, who 
follows farming, 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Becicka have been born two children: Mary, who was 
born July 8, 1894, and Joseph, born September 1, 1895, both having been educated 
in the schools of Ely. The parents are members of the Bohemian· Reformed 
church and Mr. Becicka belongs to Ely Lodge, No. 581, I. 0. 0. F., and Ely Lodge, 
No. 325, A. 0. U. W. He is independent in his political views, supporting the 
men and measures whom he regards as best qualified for office without consider­
ing party affiliation. F-or a quarter of a century he has been a resident of Linn 
county and, improving his opportunities throughout that entire period, has 
steadily worked his way upward, winning success which is the merited reward 
of his earnest labor and close application. 

JESSE Ff,. S;MJTII, M.D. 

The character of the individual is determined by his utilization of his oppor­
tunities, his employment of his talents and his fulfillment of his obligations to 
mankind. In all these particulars Dr. Jesse H. Smith measures up to the highest 
standard and his life is recognized as one of large usefulness in the county and 
state in which he has long made his home. His enterprise and adaptability in 
business, his loyalty and progressiveness in political circles and his broad human­
itarianism and philanthropy have all indelibly engraven his name upon the pages 
of Iowa's annals. He is probably today the oldest president of a fire insurance 
company in the United States, having since 1869 occupied the position of chief 
executive officer of the Farmers Insurance Company. 

He was born in Elkhart county, Indiana, August 27, 1837, and is a son of 
Isaac and Sarah (Thomas) Smith, who were natives of Ohio and Virginia respect­
ively. The father was a farmer by occupation and made stock-raising on an ex­
tensive scale one of the chief features of his business. In 1853 he came to Iowa, 
settling in College to·wnship, Linn county. He purchased sixteen hundred acres 
of land in this county and continued to engage actively in agricultural pursuits 
until October, 1880, when he was called to his final rest, at the venerable age of 
eighty years. His wife died in 1870, at the age of sixty-nine years. 

Dr. Jesse H. Smith, the sixth in order of birth in his father's family of six 
children, spent his youthful days to the age of fifteen years in his native county 
and then accompanied his parents to Linn county, Iowa. His youth was passed 
on a farm and his preliminary education was acquired in the usual log school 
houses of the pioneer days. He became one of the first students in Western 
College in the town of Western, Linn county, spending two years in study there, 
and his more specifically literary course constituted a broad foundation upon 
which. to build his professional knowledge. In January, 1858, he began reading 
medicine under the direction of Drs. Milligan and Taylor and subsequently at­
tended lectures at Rush Medical College at Chicago, being graduated from that 
institution with the class of 1860. He first began practice in Cedar Rapids, where 
he continued for over sixteen years, being much of that time in partnership with 
Dr. Mansfield, one of the first physicians of this city. 

Since his retirement from the field of professional service he has devoted his 
time largely to the interests of the Farmers Insurance Company, of which he is 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

736 HISTORY OF LINN COUNTY 

the president. He became identified with this company when it was a mutual 
company. It is now the oldest corporation in Linn county. In 1868 it was or­
ganized as a joint stock company and in January, 1869, Dr. Smith was elected to 
the presidency and has since guided its destinies. Its affairs were in a deplorable 
3ondition when he assumed its management. He closely studied the situation 
and bent his energies to administrative direction and executive control. A change 
was soon noticeable in the business of the company and its growth has been con­
tinuous under his management to the present time, until it is today recognized 
as one of the soundest companies of the kind in the United States. He has made 
it what it claims to be, a protective insurance company and not an organization 
for the benefit of a few at the sacri.fice of the many as various insurance compan­
ies have been. Its business policy has always been such as would bear the closest 
scrutiny, no fictitious methods of business being employed, its course at all times 
conforming to the old and time tried maxim that honesty is the best policy. Into 
other fields Dr. Smith has extended his efforts and is now one of the directors and 
the vice president of the Cedar Rapids & Iowa City Railway & Light Company. 
Moreover, he has extensive farming interests, owning over eight hundred acres of 
valuable land. He now gives h_is attention largely to his farm, which is the old 
homestead of his father and which is one of the valnahle agrieultural properties 
of this part of the state. 

Dr. Smith has been recognized as one of the republican leaders of Linn rounty 
and belongs to that class of men who have sought to make the party stand for 
principle and not for the furtherance of the interests of certain individuals. While 
high political honors have been conferred upon him, he has never placed personal 
ambition or aggrandizement before the party welfare or the interests of the com­
monwealth. In 1875 he was elected mayor of Cedar Rapids for a two years' 
term and again filled the office in 1878 and 1879. In 1888 he was elected state 
senator from Linn county for a term of four years, which covered an important 
epoch in the nistory of the state, during which legislat:on of far reaching mo­
ment was enacted. In 1900 he ;vas a delegate at large from Iowa to the republican 
national convention which nominated McKinley and Roosevelt at Philadelphia. 

Dr. Smith has been married t~rice. In 1862 he wedded Lucy Henderson, a 
daughter of John W. Henderson. She died October 20, 1863, leaving one child, 
Edward H., who was born March 20, 1863. In 1866 he wedded Mary E. Ward, 
of Illinois, who died in April, 1904, leaving a son, Isaac B., who was born ,January 
20, 1868. 

Dr. Smith is an Episcopalian in religious faith and a Mason in his faternal 
relations. Both organizations find him a worthy exponent of their principles and 
in the latter he has attained high rank, having reached the thirty-second degree of 
the Scottish Rite in the consistory, while of the Mystic Shrine he is also a mem­
ber. He has been president of the Masonic Temple Association since its organiza­
tion and was one of the organizers of St. Luke's Hospital Association in 1887, since 
which time he has been its president. His deep interest in this is manifest in his 
active and helpful cooperation and his untiring efforts to promote its growth and 
extend the field of its usefulness. He belongs to the Cedar Rapids Country Club 
and to the Commercial Club and his sincere cordiality has made him a favorite 
in the promment social circles in which he has always moved. . 

For the past twenty years he has spent his winters in the south or in Cali­
fornia and he has traveled extensively throughout the entire country. There is 
no more splendid example of the self-made man in Linn county than Dr. 
Smith, his career being a striking example of what may be accomplished by one 
who must look to self-reliance, industry and perseverence for success. The P?s­
sibilities of high positicn afforded in the United States to industry and fidelity 
were never better illustrated than in the case of Dr. Smith. In his youth he 
worked for whatevtr the world was to bring him of enjoyment or honors. He 

1 
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has reached the evellling of life not only possessed of wealth and past political 
honors but also of exalted social position and of a mind enriched by travel and by 
constant mingling with men and women of the highest breeding, education and 
accomplishments. Re is today possessed of almost everything that men covet as 
of value and in the midst of his success he has found time for the finer things 
that our self-made men are so prone to overlook- aid in money and personal 
attention to schools and churches, beneficence to charitable institutions and the 
artistic adornment of his home and of his city. · 

HENRY E. MASON 

Henry E. 'Mason~ who is an enterprising and successful farmer of Bertram 
township, was born m Fairfield county, Ohio, on the 4th of October, 1851, a son· 
of Robert and Susamiah (Brauneller) Mason. The father was a native of 
Virginia, while the mother was born in the Buckeye state. They spent their 
married life in Ohio and to them were born ten children of whom four are de­
ceased. With the exception of Henry E. all the others live in Ohio. Both the 
parents are now deceased, their death occurring in that state. 

Henry E. Mason was reared in the state of his nativity and assisted his father 
in his work until he had reached the age of twenty-six years. He then rented 
land in Ohio, which he operated for ten years, and subsequently sought the 
broader opportunities of the middle west, coming to Linn county, Iowa. He has 
ID4de farming and stock-raising his work since coming to this state and now rents 
a farm of two hundred and forty acres in Bertram township. 

Mr. Mason was married to Miss Clara Sawyer, a daughter of William and 
Isabel Sawyer, both of whom died in Ohio. Mrs. Mason is one of six children 
born to her parents, of whom four are now living, the other three making their 
home in Ohio. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Mason have been born three children: Valid 
F., who married Flora Munn and lives at home; Orval C., who married a Miss 
Walters and lives in Bertram township; and Merrill M., still under the parental 
roof. 

In politics Mr. Mason is a republican and his fellow townsmen have called 
upon him to fill a number of local offices. He has served as alderman of Mount 
Vernon, has been school director and at the present time is serving as trustee of 
Bertram township. His fraternal relations connect him with Mount Vernon 
Lodge, No. 551, I. 0. 0. F., in which he has filled the chair of noble grand. 
Both he and his .wife are members of the Pr~sbyterian church, in which he has 
served as trustee. Mr. Mason is a man of worth in the community in which he 
makes his home. He takes a deep interest in public affairs, lending his aid and 
influence in the cause of every good movement and heartily promoting the pro­
gress and advancement of his locality. 

FRED KERN 

One by one the soldiers of the Civil war have answered the last roll call. They 
have bivouaced on the other side of the river when their last march was com­
pleted, but history remains to tell the story of their bravery and their loyalty. 

1?"" ···,Among those that Iowa sent to the country's defense when rebellion threatened 
z~0• Jth.e destruction of the Union Fred Kern was numbered. He was equally faithful 

to his duties of citizenship in days of peace and Cedar Rapids numbered him 
among her representative and valued residents. 
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the expiration of that period he purchased a tract of land in Greenwood, .:'llissouri, 

thirty miles from Kansas City, and is now devoting his energies to farming. .At the 

age of twenty-one he enlisted for service in the Spanish-American war as a member 

of C01upany .:'II, Fifty-first Iowa, C. S. \'., al!(l was nmstered out at San Francisco, 

.:\on·mbcr 2, JS9~l. He married .:\liss Rose C. \\'ilkinscn and they han three chil­

dren: Helen Emma, "'ilhur and ?If ary. Tbcir fricnd.c, in Red Oak are many and, 

returning on frecjtH·nt visits to the city, they continue their acqurtintancc thcl'('. .:\[ r. 

Gassner is prcn·ing a capable business man, ready and re-,,mrccful, and succcs~ is 

attending his efforts. 

JESSE fl. S:UITH,j.:\1. D. 

In the years of an active, useful and honorable life, Dr. Jesse H. Smith of 

Cedar Rapid.~ concentrated his efforts upon medical prnctice, upon the im;urance 

bp~iness and upon the establishment and management of an important public utility, 

being vice president of the Cedar Rapids & Iowa Cit.v Railway & Light Company. 

He also had extensi,·e agricultural interests and along all those lines his labors were 

so wisely :md carefull~· directed that success came to him in large and substantial 

measure. In his lritcr years lw lind practically retired and when death called him on 

the :29th of August, 191 I, he left behind him that good name which is rather to be 

clwsrn than great riches. 

For many !Tars Dr. Smith li,·ed upon the frontier, for Indian:1 was largely a 

pioncl'r .-,tate nt the time of his birth and through the period of his youth, and Linn 
count~·. Iowa, was n];;o in a western fl'()]lticr district when he took up his nbode ,,·ithin 

its border'<. His birth occurred in Elkhart count:·. Indiann. August 27, 1il3'i'. His 

father. Is:1ac Smith, a natiYc of Ohio, made farming and stock-raising his life 
work, conrlucting a lnrge business. The year l8:'J3 witnessed the arri,·al of Isanc 

Smith in Im\·a. at which time he took up his abode in College township, Linn count~', 

where he pnrelwscrl sixteen hundred acre~ of lnnd and carried on gennal farming 
and stock-rai.-,ing intnest'i until hi;; last day'i. In earl!· manhood he wedded 

Sarah Tl10ma<;. a natinc of Virginia, and her death occurred in l 870 whrn she w:ts 

sixty-nine ~T;us of age. The husband and father survived until October, l 880, and 

passerl away at the nnerrtble age of eighty years. 
Dr. Jesse H. Smith was the yonngtest of their six children. The first fifteen years 

of his life were spent in his native county and in l 853 he came with his parents to 

Iowa. The "temple of learning" in which he acquired his education was one of the 

old time log school houses common in pioneer da:·s. He afterward entered \Yestern 

College in the town of iY estern, Linn count:', spending two years as one of the 

first students in that institution. He was always a broad reader and in that way 

continual].'' promoted his knowledge. In January, 1858, he took up the study of 

rnl'dicinc nmkr the direction of Drs. :\Iillig:m and Ta.'·lor and afterward matriculated 

in Rush :\ferlical College of Chicago, from which he was graduated with the clr~ss 

nf 1860. 

Thus wfll equipped for his chosen profession, Dr. Smith opened rtn office in 

C('rlar Rnpids and practiced for more than sixteen years. spending much of that time 

in partm:>rship with Dr . .:'lfansfirlcL one of the eR.rl!' ph?sicians of the city. Other 
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business interests of importance also claitned his attention. He became identified 
with the Farmers Insuran~e Company when it was a mutual company. It is now 
the oldest corporation in Linn county. In 1868 it was organized as a joint stock 
company and in January, of the following year, Dr. Smith was elected its president 
and so continued until his death. When he took charge the business was iri a 
chaotic condition, but he soon unraveled the tangle of affairs arid growth and 
development resulted from his wise direction and spirit of enterprise. Today the 
Farmers Insurance Company is recognized as one of the soundest of the kind in 
the United States, becoming not only in name but in reality a protective insurance 
company. Dr. Smith builded its interests upon the sure foundation of honesty, 
diligence and determination and remained the president. of the company until his 
demise. He also became one of the directors and the vice president of the Cedar 
Rapids & Iowa City Railway & Light Company, and he was the owner of eight 
hundred acres of valuable farm land, including the old homestead of his father. 
He was· largely interested in agriculture and its advancement and was quick to 
adopt any new methods 'which promised to be of value in operating the fields and 
producing the best c:r:ops. He never faltered in the performance of any task to 
~hich he set himself and he seemed to re~dily recognize. the possibilities of every 
business situation. He neglected no opportunity, took advantage of none of his 
fellows in business transactions, but by constructive and honorable methods reached 
the goal of substantial success. 

In 1862 Dr. Smith was united in marriage to Miss Lucy Henderson, a daughter 
of .John W. Henderson. She passed away October 20, 1863, leaving a son Edward, 
whose birth occurred on the 18th of April, of that year. In 1866 Dr. Smith married 
Miss Mary E. Ward, of Illinois, who passed away in •April, 1904, leaving a son; 
Isaac B., who was born January 20, 1868. 

Death again entered. the family circle when Dr. Smith was called to his final 
rest August 29, 1911. His demise was not only mourned by his immediate relatives, 
but by a large circle of friends, while the entire community recognized the fact 
that one of the leading influential and valued residents of Cedar Rapids was gone. 
His life was ever actuated by high and honorable purposes, having their root in 
his Christian faith as a member of the Episcopal church.· He was also loyal to the 
bel\eficent teachings of Masonry and in that fraternity attained high rank, becoming 
a membe~ of the Scottish Rite consistory and of the Mystic Shrine. He was also 
president of the Masonic Temple Association from its organization and. in 1887 
became one of the organizers of St. Luke's Hospital Association, of which he was 
president from the beginning until his death. He contributed generously to its 
support and promoted its influence in many ways. He belonged also to the Cedar 
Rapids Country Club and the Commercial Club, and was popular in both organiza­
tions. He also recognized the political obligations devolving upon him and, stand­
ing stanchly for republican principles, became one of the recognized leaders of his 
party in Linn county. In 1875 popular franchise made him mayor of Cedar Rapids 
for a two .years' term and he was again called to the office for the year 1878-9. In 
1888 he was elected state senator from Linn county for a term of four years and 
during that period he gave most careful consideration to the vital and significant 
problems which came up for settlement. In 1900 he was one of Iowa's delegates 
at large to the republican national convention at Philadelphia where McKinley and 
Roosevelt were nominated. For twenty years or more prior to his death Dr. Smith 
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.-.pel!( th(' willtt'l' llltmt!Js in the south o£ iu California :!ml at difi'crcnt timt:.-. hl' 

\ ra n·i<d ex tcw,i 1·cl.1· t hn'nghoHI thi., eouttlry. 

Ere he pa~scd awny, it was writt<·n of him: ''There is no more ~pll'ndid ex,Hnple 

oi' tht· ~l'lt'-mad·· wa11 in l ,inu county than Ur. :-Jmith, his career being a striking 

cxampl(' of wbat nw~· l:c '·'<'C<llnp.li'ihed by one who must look to sclf-rdiancc, indu.:,try 

and pt·r-,,., l'l':illl't. inr ,n,.,.,.,,_ Tht jWs,ibilit.ic' of high JW'iition ,!ft'tn·ded in the 

Cnilul .'-italt·~ to iudn~lry :tt1d Jitklity 1\'t·rt: Jl<·lcr hdtc:r illnstratccl tl1:1n in tlw ,.,.,,,. 

ul !h. :-;mith.· In his ·''·'utl1 lll' 11orknl for ,,-J,att·HT the world ;~·as to bring hi.m 

A , ••.io.n!lcnt or honor,. l ft. Ita, rt·adwd tilt.· en·ning of lift· not nnly po•isc·s.<,ed of 

11<.:dth and pa-;t political l!<mor,. hut al"" of exalted social po.'iition :md of a mind 

enriched by tr:nel and by cowit:lllt miJJgling w.ith llll'll :uul womcn•of the highest 

brcceling, cduc•:tlitl!l a11d aecomplishmcnts. Ilf' i-; today po~scssnl of almost enTy­

thing that men eo1·et as of 1·alne and in the midst of his success he has found time 

for the finer things that. our self-made men are so prone to overlook--aid in mo11cy 

:me! personnl ntlcntion to sdwols and churches, beneficrnce to charitable institutions 

and tl.1e artistic adornment of his home and of his city." lie reached the age of 

'WH'IIty-four years and his memor~- is associated in the minds of all wlto knew him 

with tho'ic thing~ whicl1 arc most honorable and worth while in life. 

FD\L\RD ~.-\.\'.-\(;}.; CROS~El"L 

Edwnnl ~al·ng-t· Crn,-.·tt. of DaY<'lljlnrt. had prm·c·t·fltd fnr on tht· jourJH·y of 

lift• Wht'll dt'atlt cnllnl hin1 Dt-et·rnlH'I' 1:;. 1910. and almo't to tilt· 1:!'-t llt' remained 

nn !!din· factor in lnt.sint'''· contributing in lnrgl' nwasun· to th(' comliH"l'Cial de\·elop­

lllt'llt of his l'ity and of the middle wc'<t. He \1'!1'< cn·r a reprcsl'ntatin· of the l1ight'st 

type of . .\ttlt'ric:tn manlworl and c:itizr·n•J1ip. · \Yhile his hnsinc·<;s inkrests lwcnmt· 

cxtr•Jt,in• :tlHl wnc of gn:at import:.dJc·c, !tc rcp:nrdcd his c·o1nnwrcinl nl'til·itif's as hut 

OJH' ph:tsc of l1is lift· which difl not exclude his actin: participation in and support 

of tl1t· otlwr 'ibl inltTt·.st" whic·h g-o to make np hnrnan ":-;istcnce. He tlwrnnghl~· 

nndcr-.tood hi-; opportnnitit·,; lmt rrcognized a'> wc.ll his ohlig:1tions nnd he met the 

lattf'r "·" J'ully .-h he utilizt·d the former. His large bc!lt'nJlcnccs will he rcnH'mht·rcd 

h:· tlto't· who WtT<' till' recipic1rts of hi., honnt,1· p('rh.'lJlS long· :tftn hi' contH•ction 

with the hn-.inns dnTlnpmcllt of lJi., cit_r i<. foqrotten. 

'\lr. C'r<h.sdt C:llnc upon the '>C't'tH· of the \\'orld's adiYitil'.'i long before Dnxenport 

had .'Ill exi'dt·ncc. Hc wa'< born in 'ii't·<;t Plattslmrg·. Clinton count_.-. :\ew York. 

Fehn:rr.1- J.. 1 ~'2K. tl)(· old horne being- nt'.'H the hi.'<toric ]Jattldit·ld of Plntt,hnrg of 

the "'ar of 1 H 1 '2. in wl!ieh hi.'i f:;thcr. John ~a,·ag·c Cro,;sdt. harl participated as a 

lo~·:1l An1nican solelitT. After attrnding the pnhlic schools Edward ~- Crossett 

contin11r·d !lis t·dncation in .'Ill :Jcatlem_1· and his •·arlr lmsiw·s<; tr:1ining cnnw to him 

in the printing· offict· of Bnrrlwcll & Kncel:mtl in Troy. S e11· York. hnt failing 

health forced !tim to abandon t]t,tt work. Lr:tcr ltr• wa'< emplo~Td as a clerk in n 

shoe store :1t :t '-:tlnr_\- of hnt hn1 dnllnrs and a half per month and hoa'reL In 18~6. 

nt the· Ill£<' of <'ightccn ~·cars. he bqrnn clerking- in a little store at Schroon LakP. 

sf'W Ym·k. and hm _l'f'al'<; lntt-r he ancl hi" brother pnrchnsed the lm<incs<;, "Thilc 

thm ('Tlf!'!li!''·d ltr- m:tdf' Iii' initial <;tr-p in eonntTtion with the lnmlwr trnclc. for thr 

finn k111dlcd pin!' and "Jlnte·,· lmnlwr in smnll quantities. 
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Birth: 

Death: 

J. H. Smith M. D. 
1838- 1911 

Aug. 27, 1838 
Elkhart County 
Indiana, USA 
Aug. 29, 1911 
Cedar Rapids 
Unn County 
Iowa, USA 

Smith I Henderson family: Dr Jesse H. 
Smith, Mary ~ :WarcLSmlth, Isaak~JJt!er 
Smith, Adalll:layes Smitb, l:le_st:erS_mitb 
Lamer, C,_1ames_N_oel!, MartbaSm!tb Noel!, 
M_aria_n Smith_ Mlller, .lotto W, Hens:!erson & 
f:Ji~abeth G,_Butler :Wat:d Henderson. 
See also: Dr,_Johoi._SmJth, buried at 
Unwood. 

----Obit: 

The Cedar Rapids Evening Gazette, Tues., Aug. 
29, 1911, p. 1, col. 1 & 2. 

Doctor J. H. Smith, 
Former Mayor Of 
Cedar Rapids Dies 
Head Of Insurance Company For 42 Years. 
Activity In Business And Political Circles 
Had Made Him Widely Known Throughout 
The State - Was State Senator For Four 
Years. 
_Dr. Jesse H. Smith, president of the 
Farmers' Insuance company since January, 
1869, ex-mayor of Cedar Rapids and ex-state 
senator, died this morning at 2 o'clock at his 
home, 628 A avenue. He was 74 years of age. 
_Dr. Smith measured up to the standard of a 
public spirited citizen and his life was 
recognized as one of large usefulness in the 
county and state in which he so long made his 
home. His enterprise and adaptability in 
business, his loyalty and progressiveness in 
political circles and his broad humanitarianism 
and philanthropy have indelibly engraved his 
name on the pages of Iowa annals. He 
probably was the oldest president of a fire 
insurance company in the United States, 
having been the chief executive officer of the 
Farmers' Insurance compnay for the past forty­
two years. 
_Born in Indiana in 1837. 
_Dr. Smith was born in Elkhart county, Ind., 
August 27, 1837. His parents were Isaac and 
Sarah (Thomas} Smith, also were natives of 
Ohio and Virginia respectively. The father was 
a farmer by occupation and made stock raising 
on an extensive scale one of the chief features 
of his business. In 1853 he came to Iowa, 
settling in Iowa township, in this county. He 
purchased 1,600 acres of land in Unn county 
and continued to engage actively in agricultural 
pursuits until October 1880, when he died at 
the age of 80 years. His wife died in 1870 at 
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Click here to view all images ... 

Photos may be scaled. 

Page 1 of4 

Edit 

http:/ /www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Smith&GSfn=Jesse&GSmn=H... 8/10/2010 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

Dr Jesse H. Smith (1838- 1911)- Find A Grave Memorial 

the age of 69. 
_Dr. Smith was the sixth in order of birth in 
his father's family of six children. He was 15 
years old when he came to this county with his 
parents. His youth was passed on a farm and 
his preliminary education was aquired in the 
little log school of pioneer days. He was one of 
the first students in Western college in the little 
town of Western and spent two years there. In 
January, 1858, he began the study of medicine 
under the tutelage of Drs. Milligan and Taylor, 
and subsequently attended lectures at Rush 
Medical college, Chicago. He graduated from 
that institution in 1860. He began his practice 
here, which extended over a period of sixteen 
years, a part of which time was spent in 
partnership with Dr. Mansfield, one of the first 
physicians of Cedar Rapids. 
_Built Up Great Business. 
_Retiring from the field of Professional 
service, he devoted his time largely to the 
interests of the Farmers' Insurance company 
when it was a mutual organization. It is the 
oldest corporation in Linn county. In 1868 it 
was organized as a stock company and in 
January, 1869, Dr. Smith became president, 
when its affairs were in a chaotic condition. He 
closely studied the situation and bent his 
energies to administrative direction and 
executive control. It was not long before a 
change was noticeable in the business and the 
growth of the company has been steady under 
Dr. Smith's guiding hand. 
_In other fields Dr. Smith was just as 
successful. He was one of the directors and 
vice president of the Cedar Rapids & Iowa City 
Railway & Light company. He also had 
extensive farming interest, owning over 800 
acres of valuable farming land. Lately he had 
given most of his time to his farm, which was 
the old homestead of his parents and which 
has been recognized as one of the most 
valuable agricultuaral properties in this vicinity. 
_Helped Nominate McKinley. 
_Dr. Smith always was recognized as one of 
the republican leaders of Linn county. He 
belonged to that class of men who endeavored 
to make the party stand for principle and not 
for the furtherance of the interests of certain 
individuals. 
_While high political honors had been 
conferred upon him, he never placed personal 
ambition nor aggrandizement before the party 
welfare or the laterers of the community. In 
1875 he was elected mayor of Cedar Rapids for 
a two year term and again filled the office in 
1878 and 1879. In 1888 he was elected state 
senator from Linn county for a term of four 
years, which covered an important epoch in 
the history of the state, during which 
legislation of far reaching moment was 
enacted. In 1900 he was a delegate at large 
from Iowa to the republican national 
convention which nominated McKinley and 
Roosevelt at Philadelphia. 

Dr. Smith had been married twice. In 1862 
he wedded Lucy Henderson, a daughter of 
John W. Henderson. She died October 20, 
1863, leaving one child, Edward H., who was 
born March, 1863. In 1866 he married Mary E. 
Ward of Illinois, who died in April 1904, 
leaving a son Isaac B., who was born January 
20, 1868. 
_Assisted in Hospital Organiztion. 
_Dr. Smith was an Episcopalian in religious 
faith and a Mason in his fraternal realtions. 
Both organizations found him a worthy 
exponent of their principles and in the latter he 

Page 2 of4 

Click on image for full size. 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-binlfg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Smith&GSfn=Jesse&GSmn=H... 8/10/2010 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

) 

0 

Dr Jesse H. Smith (1838- 1911)- Find A Grave Memorial 

had attained high rank, having reached the 
32nd degree of the Scottish Rites in the 
consistory, while of the Mystic Shrine, he also 
was a member. He was one of the organizers 
of St. Luke's hospital assoiation and was at one 
time its president. His deep interest in the 
hospital was manifest in his active and helpful 
co-operation and his untiring efforts to 
promote its growth and extend its field of 
usefulness. He belonged to the Cedar Rapids 
Country club and to the Commercial club and 
his sincere cordiality had made him a favorite 
in the prominent social circles in which he 
moved. 
_An Extensive Traveler. 
_For the past twenty years, he spent his 
winters in the south of California and he 
traveled extensively throughout the country. 
There was no more splended example of the 
self-made man in Unn county than Dr. Smith, 
his career being a striking example of what 
may be accomplished by one who must look 
for success. The possibilities of high position 
afforded in the United States to industry and 
fidelity were never better illustrated than in the 
case of Dr. Smith. In his youth he worked for 
whatever the world was to bring him of 
enjoyment or honors. 
_He reached the evening of life not only 
possed of wealth and past political honors but 
also of exalted social position and of a mind 
enriched by travel and by constant mingling 
with men and women of the highest breeding, 
education and accomplishment. He was 
possessed of almost everything that men covet 
as of value and In the midst of his success, he 
always found time for the finer things of life, 
that our self-made men are so prone to 
overlook - aid In money and personal attention 
to schools and churches, benefidence to 
charitable Institutions and the artistic 
adornment of his home and of his city. 
_Celebrated Birthday Sunday. 
_It was only last Sunday that Dr. Smith 
celebrated his birthday. His illness covered a 
period of a little over two years during which 
time his business operations were limited to a 
visit to the office only at intervals. His illness 
and death were both peaceful and he suffered 
but little pain. Monday, and as late as last 
evening, he appeared cheerful with those 
around him and even joked with them, but had 
frequent coughing spells which bothered him. 
_Dr. Smith's son Isaac B. Smith, secretary­
treasurer and general traffic manager for the 
Cedar Rapids and Iowa City Railway and Ught 
company was in Chicago at the time of his 
father's death but is expected home this 
afternoon. No funeral arrangement will be 
made until his arrival. 

Also on the same page at the bottom of 
Columns 3 & 4, there is a large photo of Dr. 
Smith with a brief bio. 
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