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LeighR. Curran 
·~ON·CI'rv - Leigh R. 

Curran , 97 ;of 62 Lakeview 
,Drive,< died Thursday (Jan. 8, 
2004 ) at the Nora Springs 
Care Center. 

Funeral servi ces wi ll be 
held at 1:30 p.m. Monday at 

the First 
U ni ted 
Methodist 
Church , 119 

. ,8. Georgia 
.Ave., with the 
Rev. Jim 
Stiles and . ' 
Rev. Jo F'rnhm
Watkins offici-

Currar ating. Inter-
ment will be 

in \-tcmorinl Pnrk C~mctcry. 
Visitntion will be from 5 

to 7 p.m. today nt the Mnjor 
Erick,son Funernl Home, III 
N. Pl'nnsv lva nin Avc., with 
f'. lnsnnic ~crvi ('{'s ilt 7 p.m. 
cnndll ctl'd hy n cn('volcnce 

. J.,,,dgl ' IM;.A,f'. & A.M, 
f'. lclllo rials ·mllY he given to 

the Ll'fgh It Cur'mn M('mori- ' 
nl Fund, 

L~' i gh WilS horn Mo ,Y 28, 
1 !lO(i. in Cambridgt:. Il l.. ~hc 

'11(111 of ,Iohn L, nnd AlnH'dn 
INon lllt ru m) Currnn , The 
Cu rrnn fHm i]v nu)\'(,d to 

' Milson C it~, i~ ' I ~1I1. Leigh 
ILtt t'nclt ,d ~c1j()ol in MUlion 
Citv, nnd w(nlld Inter nttend 
Hnmillon BU!-linl' l4!-1 Cul1cg-e 
nnd lown St{lte Univcrs ity. 

HI' rnnrried Dorothy FORtcr 
on M:l rch 10, 1937, nt the Lit
tl" Brown Church in Nashua. 
L~.'iJ.!h f:lrmed southeast of 
;\lnson Cily for mnny yenrR 
nnd W;l!l. ol~o in the cattle 
hrl'Cdi ng hURinc!l.R. 

l..ci,i.(h WIl!l. an nctive mem
he r of the Firs t Un ited Meth .... 

' ooi!lt Chu,rch. where ~erv
ed on \'m;ous committees; 
W:lS a member of the MaRon 
City Rotnry Cluh for over 5q 
YearR, and was named Master 
Furner in 1947 nnd Iowa 
Cnttlernnn of the yea r in 1970. 

He se rved on the North 
Iowa Fai r Bo~rd for nea rly 67 

years, wa. FRi , Board tiea.- . Robert S. Jar 
urer for alm~st32 years a.nd, BUFFALo CE~ 
served as, F81r Board presl- Robert S. Jannsen, 
dent for ,IS years, and was a V falo Center, died Sl 
member of the Farm Bureau.' (Jan. 10,2004) at 1\ 

Leigh was an Iowa senator ical Center-North J 
fOf eight. years !lnd state rep- Mason City. 
resentatlVe for,two years, ,was Funeral services 
a member of the Mason City, held at 10:30 a.m, ' 
Foundation Board, was past I the First Reformed 
secretary and treasurer qf t~e BufTaio Center wW 
Iowa Polle~ ' Hereford Assocla- Bill Peake officiatil 

. tion, a member of the board will be in the Rami 
of directors of the Fir~t Nnt- , Reformed Ccmeter 

' ionn1 Bank for 25 years and Titonka. 
the North Iowa Medical Cen- Vis itation will 1>4 
ter Board of Directors, was. 7 Jj,m. Monday at t 
past president of the North Funeral Home'in I 
Iowa. Production Credit Asso- Center, and one ho 
ciotion , served two ,tero:'ls on the service at the c 

' the Mason City Riverfront Robert is 8urvivi 
Commission, was county Red two daughters, Agl 
Cross chairperSon and wn~ an man, of Crystal La 
ori ginal 4-H youth lead<:r m , Carolyn a nd her hi 
Cerro Gordo County, Leigh Mike Vodraska, of 
wn !-l nlso a member of Benevo- four grandchildren 
lcnce Lodge 145AF. & A,M., great-grandchild r<' 
White S,hrine and Eastern groat-great-gr·andc 
Star, three s isters-in-I av 

Lcig:h is surv ived by his Dirkson, Fannie J( 
wi fe. Dorothy Curron , of , DorothY .HofPnuer, 
Moson City; three dnughters, 'fain Cen ter. . 
Knye ,McD~nnld , of Moragn, Winter Funer!1I, 
Calif., .Jane nurl ey, of Eden Cremation Service 
Pmi rie. Mi nn ,. nnd'Gaii Cur- 2858. 
rnn , of Alexnndrin , Vn .; grand-
c1oug:hter, Miche llc S mith nnd An'ita Zimme 
hushnnd, AJ., of Louisvi ll e, 
Ky,; grnnd!-!on, CurtiR McDon
ald nnd wife, Mary, of Pleas
ant Hill , Calif.; four weat
grondchildren; s ister, Lucile 
Connon, of San Diego, Cali (; 
hrother; .J, Benjamin CU TTan , 
of Mnson e ity; two s iste rs-in
lnw, Dor is Curran, of Lincoln , 
Neh,. and Therese Curran , of 
Maso n City, and many nie~es 
and nephews, 
, Leigh was preceded in ~ 
death hy his paren l'i; two 
brothers, Lester a nd Cha rles; 

, th ree s isters, Grace Whisler, 
Loetta Marti n "a nd Blanche 
Fiedler, nnd son-in-law, 
Robert Durley. 

Major Erickson Funeral 
Home & Crematory, (641) 
423·0924. 

. CHARLES CIT 
Zirnmer, 85, a form 
of 808 Seventh Av( 
City, died Snturdn~ 
2004) at the Ninth 
Chautauqua Guest 
Charles City. 

Funeral se rvi ces 
held at 10:30 a.m, ' 
t he ·First Baptist C 
Charl es City. The I 
Yeaton , pas tor, will 
Burial will be in BI 
Cemetery in Colwf 

Fr iends may call 
Hause r Funeral HI 
5, Main St.; Charl C' 
from 5 to 8 p,m. M( 
nn hour prior to th. 

, Tuesday at the ch u 
Hauser Funeral 

. (64 1) 228-2323. 

Gladys Finch - d I' 
MASON CITY - Gin ys 

Finch, 97 ,of 302 Second St. 
' 1 t:' ~; ~~ '='_ • •• _~~ .. I ,~_ . n 

Whether 
0 __ ... : ___ _ 
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Ajoumeyof 
self-discovery 
North Iowan's odyssey retracing 
her past in Guatemalan village 
has led to a new effort to help 
those still living there 
By JULIE BIRKEDAl 
0(171.- (;/."". ("It.·"" 

AU;ONA - Ik,,..~\' i !t'("kl" ill in the l1lid~1 "rnjnum.'y · 
\1) ,li ..... ,,\·, h" , I'''~I nnd itJo ml·"nin!: rll, l1O'r ru 'un', 

SIll' h"l(lIn lif, ~ 1111 U.,minj.(11 Sir 1t"i~ . " d,i1l1 whn wi', 
1"11'11 .• 1'11 II", m,,"~ncr.., "r 11\" villl'I:" in (;,,"\,,,,,,,In. 

'J'nd ny. Ihe AII:""" CIln.'Cr wumn" nnd rnnllll'T cnntinlil'. 

o Sales ollraditional 
cloths aimed al raiSing 
funds to build houses in 

'n uornv.,] her lifc· • • 'lOry. 
.[l'~ nOllike how you 

mnke hull.cr. There'" ~tl,!p 
I thmuJ.:h 10: ~hc IIlIid. 
"My IIlory ill IM'l onguing: village, Page: A2 

1I,'(kcr, J], """" OdUpll'(l 
by Brinn lind Lindn Burck. 

then Ilr1'hom(lllOn. when Rhe Willi 11 )lenOl nld. 
Ber nl'llt T(~tum to her hnmelnnd occurl"!l<l in June 2000. 
Thnt'8 when Ik'(kcr 811id IIhe I""!fun t.u Icnm her own 

_1.0.". 
' '''''k ... Wn_ ho", In lh" Mnyn Aehl YIII"it<' "fm" N"I: .... 

In 1982,Ilhe went inUl the mounUlin' ttl liye with her 14. 
dll.y '(\ld boby eiB\.(' r after hcr molhcr nnd othcr villngcrll 
wc~ elain. 

After lICVernl months nnd hcr Hiller'. delllh, a couII;n 
look her ttl n convent nnd thc nun" placed her in nn 
ol'flhnnllgc. 

til " ttletllllll!s 
01 the 1 133rd 
Trll"'lXH1&lion 
Co.~lna 
lTlQI1aranack 
Wedl'lOsday 
was pl'ovidod 
by tho U.s. 
Army through 
lho Iowa 

, NaliOnaJ 
Guard. 

After heing lldupted Dnd growing up in Thompsnn, l'k.-ck. 
cr went t.o La JamL'1I Collcs:«! ofBaiMllyl;ng Dnd CllllmeUlI· 
ogy in MillIOn Cily. Shc grnduated in 1994. 

She mnrried Blanc BeCker of Algona. They hayc two 
IIOna,,sturlin&, 10, ond Skylnr, 7, , 

MHe'. boon with me twice" on tripe to Guatcmnla, she 
oS« JOURNEY, A2 

ANer another visit to Rio Negro, Guatemala, Danese Becker of Algona is 
working 10 be"er lhe lives 01 peoplelrom her Gualemalan villege 01 Maya 
Achl. Becker is helping the women In her village by selling their brlghUy 
colored, hand·woven Iraditlonal cloths In NOt;Ih Iowa. 

Long-time Fair Board member Curran dies 

"',,"'" 00 North Iowa 
F~rBMrd lot 

67ysanr 

Sy OICK JOHNSON 
O(1?rt Globt Go.l.dlt 

MASON CITY.- Leigh 
CUrTlln, who acrved on the 
North Iowa Fair Board fOf 
nearly 67 yean, died Thun' 
day at the Nora Springs Care 
Center alage 97. 

CUrTan Will Fair Boord 
treaaurer fl>!' .1moet 32)'1l1lrt 

unlit l'Ctigning I.te hut fall, . 
fair manll~r Knly Elson fUlid. 

He served aa Flli r Board 
presidenl for 18 )'ellrll, W.88 an 
Iow8.senlltor from 1960·72, II 
membcr ofthe Mason City 
Foundalion boord, an hon
orary capitol fund campaign 
r:o-chllinnlln for The Music 
Man Squere and an original 
4-H youth leader in Ce~ , 

G_~~OI'IIcw. 
(641' 421 .(l6OO Forecast Gia. Index: ' 

Gordo Caunly. 
Mile WIIB a wond~rlul man," 

Elaon Boid. -A-lien tleman. A 
peraon with deep fec1inge 
toward caU8CI that he fel t ' 
were important." . 

Ml gue88 I'd have to u.y he 
W88 a legend in thia commu· 
nily," u.id Jim Kuhlman, II 
fanner Cerro Gonla County 
Er.tenaion education d irector. 

"Probably nobody hOI oceom· 
pliahed more in Cerro G9rdo 
County Ihan Leigh CU rTan 
d id over hi8 long life.t ime. H8 
Was juel a wnndcrfu l guy, lind 
we're going to mi8JI him." 

Funcral (l.rTnnKcmcnU! an! 
incomplete at Major Erickaon 
Funeral Home, "~a flOn City. _1:**.........-..U1_'" 
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QIoboI a.z.tt. ....... 8portII, 
(641) 421.(1$24; leon) 421.()52<1 --~ today with tem- , 

peraltJres In the mld-20s. Per1-
tv cloudy IonIghI with loWs In 
the !orNer teena. Per1ly dotf'Y 
and W8fmO( Sa\tJfd8y. 
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