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W.R. uBIII" Rabedeaux 
W.R. "Bill" Rabedeaux, 76, of Wilton died 

June 3 at University Hospitals in Iowa City . 
Visitation will be Thursday, June 6, from 3-6 
p.m. at Lacock-Bentley Funeral Home in 
Wilton and one hour prior to the services at the 
church. 

Funeral services will be Friday, June 7, at 
11 a.m. in the United Methodist Church of 
Wilton with the Rev. Paul Pennington offici
ating. Music will be provided by organist Eva 
Lu Murrison. 

Pallbearers are Adam Rabedeaux , Andy 
Rabedeaux, Robert Ruby, GeoffShuger, Scott 
Shugerand Bob Mcilwain. Burial is in Oakdale 
Cemetery, Wilton, with graveside mi litary 
services conducted by the Wilton American 
Legion Post #584. 

A memorial fund has been established . 
Wesley R. Rabedcaux was born Aug. 7, 

19 19 in Muscatine, a son of Orren and Mecia 
Shirkey Rabcdeaux. llis man·iage 10 Beverly 
J. Oveson took place June 18. 1950 in Wilton . 

· He served in the U.S. Air Force duri ng 
World War II , flying 35 missions over Ger
many. 

He was retired as a Member Services Di
rector for Eastern Iowa Light & Power Coop
erative serving from 1947 to 1980. He was the 
former owner. editor and publisher of the 
AdV()cate News in Wilton for 20 years and a 
partner in the Trico Publishing Company. He 

itlso served as an lmv~i Swic Senator from K 
1970to1976. C 

Mr. Rahedcaux was instrumental in form-
ing the Wilton CharnherofC~mmercc in 1961 ir 
as well as the Wilton Industrial Pevelopm,e-111 d 
an<.l tlw Wilton Comrn~tiT'i.)e"wiopn!en t P 
Corporation:-.. P 

!lis memberships included the l lnitc.:d 
Methodis t Church of Wilton. the Wilton Ma- S 
soni c.: L<xlge # 167 AF&AM. the American S 
Le gion Post #5X4. tilL' Wilton Chamber of < 
Commerce. Wilton Industrial Develol~lllcnt c 
Corporation. Wilton Commercial DL·vclop- c 
mcnt Corporal ion and was on the ori~inal S• 

Board of Directors of the Wahkonsa Country 

Club. 
He was a member of the Wilton Historical 

Society and had worked on the Wilton l lis
toric Depot project. He was responsible for the 
Downtown Grecnspace, raising funds for the 
projec t. lie was an honorary board member of 
the Wilton Chamber of Commerce and cur
rently served as Publisher Emeritus of the 
Wilton -Durant Advocate News. 

In 1989, Mr. Rabedeaux received the Vol
unteer of the Year Award fron1 Governor 
Terry Branstad. He had been slated to be the 
GnUld Marshal of the 1996 Wilton Fou nders 
Day Parade. 

S urvivors inc lude his wi'fe, Beverly ; a 
daughter, Renee Rabedeau·x o f Clive; sons 
Neal of Clive, Bruce of Wilton and Brian of 
Minneapolis, Minn.; a sister Gertrud e 
Hohcnadel of Davenport; <Uld nine grandchil 
dren . 

I le was preceded in death by three brothers 
and two sisters. 

Elizabeth A. Grunder 
Funeral services were held June 5 for Eliza

beth A. Grunder. 62, of Pleasan t Valley at Our 
Lady of the River Cathol ic Church, LeClaire. 
Burial was in Pleasant Valley Cemetery. 

Mrs. Grunder died June I at St. Mary's 
Hospital in Roches ter , Minn. McGinnis, 
Chambers & Sass Funeral Home in Bellendorf 
was in charge oft he arrangements. Memorials 
may be made to the family . 

Elizabeth Marine was born Dec . 30, 1933 
in Muscatine County, a daughter of William 
and Katherine Ayres Marine. She married 
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One of a Kind-Bill Rabedeaux received the Volunteer Hall of Fame Award in 1990 
from Gov. Terry Branstad, a well-deseNed honor to a man who dedicated his life to the 
betterment of his community. Shown with Bill is Bev, his wife of nearly 46 years. 

· Advocate News File Photo 

Bill Rabedeaux was Wilton 
by Barb Rochholz 

The passing of Wilton's Bill Rabedeaux is 
the end of an era. If there was anyone who 
epitomized community activism. it was Bill
a man of compassion, wisdom and unselfish
ness-who wanted nothing but the best for 
this town he called home. 

Jake Davies said of his best friend , "He was 
one heck of a pal who would do anything for 
anyone. He and Gene Saylor did a great job 
when they ran the paper here." Jake added, 
"Wilton's going to miss him." 

Bill Rabedeaux was Wilton. He helped 
form the Wilton Chamber of Commerce in 
1961 and worked on the Wilton Industrial 
Development and Wilton Commercial Devel
opment Corporations to bring businesses to 
town. 
· During the 1960s and r!E970s was owner/ 
editor of the S-R Advocat ews with a nose 
for news and the ability o know what makes 
a small-town newspaper tick. 

He represented our district in Des Moines 
while serving as a State Senator from 1970-
76. He saw changes in the growth of the rural 
area when he served as a Member Services 
Director for Eastern Iowa Light & Power 
Cooperative from 1947-1980. 

Bill remained extremely active followi ng 
his retirement. He may have played golf more 

-· . 

involved in the growth and improvement of 
the commuuity. According 10 Jerry Johnson 
of the Wilton Savings Bank, "Bill was very 
unselfish and gave his time to many commu
ni ty projects and chamber activities. He was 
instrumenlal in fixing up the Depot and was 
involved in the community in various ways." 

Johnson added, "The main thing, Bill al
ways sacrificed his time for the betterment of 
the community." 

Eva Belitz, executive vice president of the 
Wilton Chamber of Commerce, recalls one of 
Bill's outstanding talents. "He was a wonder
ful mediator," she said. "He had a way of 
smoothing things out when they got rough. 
There wasn't anything he wouldn't do for 
Wilton," Eva said. 

Bill's relationship with Wilton can best be 
summed up by another quote from Eva, "No 
doubt about it, Bill loved Wilton." 

Services are scheduled for Friday, June 7 . 
at II a.m. in the United Methodist Church of 
Wilton. For the complete obituary, see page 7. 

Durant wastewater 
plant to be completed 
within two years 

Wilto·n S, 
in need ( 

by Craig Dueker 
T he Wilton Swi mming Pool 

some major re pair.; to its roof an• 
motion for those to be addrcs~ 
year. 

Me mbers of the Wilton Scho 
with the Wilton City Council at i1 
May 28 to discuss fu tu re repairs 
Chris Wheeler. president of th1 
and member of the school ho 

·council that they have contactc 
who represent s Frevert Ramsc: 
architectural firm who dcsignc 
ming pool. to establish costs on 
.existing roof. 

Gantz provided constructior 
ciatcd with various roofing met 
struction and recommended to tl 
that they investigate the present 
the materials below the shingles 
lation and sheathing. 

On April 8, a thcrmocore 
performed on the swimmi ng poo 
to pinpoint possible areas offurtt 
was determined that two minor <r 

to be replaced. 
The option the council and 

agreed on would entail removin 
shingles and plywood deck: inst 
wood blocking parallel to roof~ 

ing new plywood deck, felt 1 
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proverbial clean slate. Although she otten 
heard about students and their problems, she 
made her own assessments after working with 
the children . Under her tutelage and finely
tuned teacher's intuition, our son had a won
derful fourth grade experience with Mrs. Nolte. 
1 was amazed and forever grateful for what she 

accomplished. 
I'm certain there are many gifted teachers 

in our local school systems, and excellent 
young graduates are joining them all of the 
time, but I know Mrs. Siebke and Mrs. Nolte 
will still he missed . Many thanks to both of 
them' for all of the years that these special 
women spent educatinr, younr. people-one 
of the most important jobs in the world. 

1 lClll l K ll UUU~ U lUl Ul llUYVlo 

Combine all of the ingredients, using the I I 
2 cup water to rinse out the tomato soup cans. 
The original recipe called for diced potatoes, _ 
but I prefer to use the lazy woman's method 
and thus sliced both vegetables in the food 
processor. 

Pour into a large, greased casserole dish or 
a 9x 13 pan. Bake at 350° for I to I I /2 hours. 
until the carrots are tender. The original recipe 
said to bake for an hour, but it took a little 
lonoer than that the times that I have made it. 

0 

I used a large casserole dish and I had made it 
ahead of time so it was refrigerated: i fyoumix 
if right before baking or usc a 9x I} pan I the 
mixture wouldn't he so dense) it tnil!hl t;1kc 
closer to an hour. 

Tribute to Bill Rabedeaux 
It doesn't seem like long ago, that Friday 

afternoon of Aug,. I), I <JHO. I. and my part 
ners . Bob and Frances Mel void of Maquoketa. 
and Bob PatTott ' of DeWitt. accepted Bill 
Rahcdcaux·s invitation to visit about the fu 
ture of the AdvoctJtt' Nt'lt'.\'. 

(The paper was then named the S-R Adi'O· 
t'tlft' Nl'II'S. The name represented a blending 
oft he former Wiltonlldw)('t/tt' and the I>ruwrt 

Nl'ws. The "S" was for Bill's fonnc.:r partner. 
the late (iene Saylor, and the " R," of course, 
was Rahedeaux .) 

This "high levd" husines~ meet' ng was 

Impressions 

by Bill Tubbs 

conducted over lemonade on · tcni c tahlc mutlllles -and Jhe challenge that presented to 
next tq the camper in Bill 's )ack yard on a the newspapt:r- heller than anyone. 
quit:t side street on the cast side of Wilton. It is hard to imag,ine how anybody could 
Also present was Bill's wik. Beverly. pour more of his heart and soul into a con11nu 

Prior to that date. we 'd COlllt' to know Bill nity. Bill 's list or civic involvements i ~ illl -

through Iowa Press Association circles and prcssive, but do not fully tell the depth of his 
our common friends, Gene Saylor and II ugh commitment- the passion- he had for his 
Doty, who were in the printing and publishing hometown. He provided leadership and vi
business in Wilton in the early and mid-1970s. sion- and a gentle pu_sh forward, direct hut 
There is a camaraderie that pulls members of with humor and goodwill-to whatever he 
the community press together. and this day, did. 
we were happy to accept Bill's hospitality. One of Bill's achievements as a state leg-

The factthat the paper might he for sale-had islator was playing a key role in writing the 
been discuss~. ~~ghbors in o contiguous public employee bargain\ng laws, an effort 
market, we were inter~ it was surpris- that ne·eded a good dose of pragmatism and 
ing how quickly a deal wa~ reach d'. Bill made compromise. Bill had an abundant supply of 
a realistic proposal and we accep ·d. No bro- both, as was evident in his weekly column. 
kers, agents or drawn-out negotia ·ons. In an "So He Sez." in this publication. 
afternoon, the agreement was settle . t be- In 1989, Bill gave us a reprise of "So He 
came official on Oct. I . Se7" and also provided an opportunity for 

Our hearts are heavy upon learning !;(leaders in Durant and Wilton to write about 
Bill's death e~ly this week. For 16 years he their :.ision~ for their co~muniti~s . An ap-
has been a friend and a valuable resource. propnate tnbute to the life of th•s one, rc-
Though hi-s involvement with the paper was mark able man, would be to keep those visions 
minimal, out of respect we named him "pub- alive. -Bill Tubhs, Puh/islrer 
lis her emeritus'' in our masthead. He under- (Impressions is published weekly in the 
stood thcdynamicsofthe Wilton-Durant com- North Scott Press. Eldridge.) 
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1 Rabedeaux 'was a friend to everybody' 
PaOGY 8m1zA11111o OF THE JOURNAL 

WILTON - Bill Rabedeaux was a 
"friend to everybody" who poured heart 
and soul into making his community a 
better place to live and work. 

The longtime Wilton resident died 
Monday at University of Iowa Hospitals 
and Clinics in Iowa City. Rabedeaux was 
born in Muscatine in 1919. Visitation is 
from 3 to 8 p.m. today at Lacock-Bentley 
Funeral Home in Wilton. 

Jerry Moylan of Wilton met 

I 
Rabedeaux in 1952 when he came to 
work for Eastern Iowa Light and Power 
Cooperative. 

"We were very close," Moylan 
d explained. "He was a great friend. Once 

lO 

V-

S, 

:ll-

ly 
:k 
lS 

:o. 

you had him for a friend, you had him 
for a friend for life." . 

The men worked 
together until 
Rabedeaux's retirement 
in 1980. Moylan, his 
wife and Rabedeaux 
and his wife took vaca
tions together. The men 
liked to play golf and 
relax. 

Rabedeaux was the 
• - kind of person who 

Rabedeaux liked to laugh. 
"He was always funny," Moylan said. 

"Everybody had a story about Bill." 
Jake Davies, the owner of Jake's 

Supermarket in Wilton, said Rabedeaux 
was "one of the greatest guys that ever 
walked. 

"Bill was a friend to everybody. I 
don't think he had an enemy. He_'s too 
young to have died." 

Davies said he wonders sometimes 
what Wilton would be like without the 
legacy of economic growth left by 
Rabedeaux. 

"He was a great spark plug for our 
community," Davies added. "He'd done a 
lot of good for a lot of peo·ple and didn't 
get credit for it either." 

Rabedeaux was instrumental in the 
formation of the Wilton Chamber of 
Commerce in 1961. He was also a found-

ing member of the Wilton Industrial 
Development Corp. and the Wilton 
Commercial Development Corp. He 
owned the Wilton-Durant Advocate 
News from 1960 to 1980. 

"Bill was very adept at bringing 
people together," said Bill Thbbs of 
North Scott Press, which purchased the 
newspaper from Rabedeaux in 1980. 

"We're going to miss him greatly. BiU 
could create compromise and move 
things forward," Thbbs·said. "I feel a 
great sense of loss personally and for 
the community." 

Funeral services for Bill Rabedeaux 
are scheduled for 11 a.m., Friday, at the 
United Methodist Church in Wilton. 

!,Mistake 
I 

or fraud? 
Travel office faces more 
questions from Starr 

WASHINGTON (AP) - With 
presidential aides saying they 
made a bureaucratic mistake, 

Whitewater pnxsecutor's office 
has contacted the White House 
about the matter. FBI Director 
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Putting Up Ice for the Candy Kitchen 

by Lydia Nagel 

The ice house behind the Candy Kitchen was about 20 ' x20'. The ice 
was cut at Mud Creek by hand and a horse pulled it up on a platform. 
Rudy Walters caught it quickly and put it on a wagon. It would freeze 
to the platform if it were not moved quickly. Another platform was at 
the storage place. A horse was used here, too, for pulling up the ice 
much as farmers pulled up their hay. George and Leo Nopoulos 
helped by filling baskets of sawdust for packing. Layers of sawdust 
were put around every cake of ice. These cakes weighed up to a couple 
of hundred pounds each. When ice was needed for use, it was dumped 
from above. Gus packed the cabinets in the Candy Kitchen with ice 
and drained the water twice a day. Sometimes someone would come 
in the night and want a little ice- 5 or 10 cents worth- maybe for a 
sick person. Usually Gus did not charge for it, even though he had 
been called out of bed. "That was one of the disadvantages of living 
close to your business." 

The S-R Advocate News 

Today the Advocate-News is Wilton's only paper but in 1870 this 
town had two, the True Republican and the Wilton Chronicle. 

Wilton's first paper began publication in October, 1867 when 
Charles Baker and M.H. Thompson created the Wilton Chronicle. 
Later, in 1868, they were joined by C. D. Eaton. Eaton then began his 
own paper, the True Republican, in 1870. 

The Wilton Herald was formed in July 1874. One month later the 
Wilton Exponent also came into existence. A merger of these two 
papers was called The Wilton Review. 

The Review continued publication until 1895 when it was merged 
with the Wilton Advocate which had been founded a year earlier by 
E.W. Clark . Mr. Clark published the Advocate until his death in 1909. 
Later owners and editors were Pierrot, Parsons, George Mockmore, 
Hamilton, Herman Thurston 1923-'42, Lorenze, Robert Hansen, M.J. 
Hauck, John Steffens, Mr. and Mrs. W.L. Arrowsmith, W.R. 
Rabedeaux and Harold E . Saylor 1960-1972 and W. R. Rabedeaux 1972 
to the present time. 

The present Advocate-News is a merger of the Wilton Advocate and 
Durant News. The combination took place March 5, 1970. The paper 
h~s a current subscription list of approximately 2500 and covers the 
Wilton, Moscow, Durant, Stockton and Walcott areas. 

A brother firm, Trico publishers, was formed June 28, 1965 and is 
located at 1315 West 5th St. 

Daut's Jewelry 
Guyford Daut came to Wilton in April, 1956 and opened a jewelry 

store in the Jacobson building (the old cigar factory) in the 400 block 
on Cedar Street. In October 1968 the store was moved to the old Union 
Bank building on the corner of Cedar and 4th. It is now known as 
Daut's Jewelry and Gift Store. 
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"Our Town Speaks" 
WILTON, IOWA 

1855 to 2005 

Cedar Street in 1876, when Wilton was called Wilton Junction 

Taken from the foot of Cedar St., looking North. Man on flatcar, left, is H.F. Kaufmann. Man on 
threshing machine, lefl, is Oscar Shaw. Third bldg. from left, the old Reed Bldg., now owned by G.G. 
Leith. White bfdg. with awning down, on right, now houses the Wilton Candy Kitchen. Last bldg. now 
houses Star Drug Store. Shack, left foreground, the old grain office. 

Taken from Henry Wildasin's "History of Wilton" 1947 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Wesley R. "Bill" Rabedeaux 
1919-1996 

Born at Muscatine, Iowa on August 7, 1919 

Wesley R. "Bill" Rabedeaux 
was born in Muscatine, Iowa on 
August 7, 1919. He graduated 
from Muscatine High School in 
1937. When World War II was 
declared he enlisted in the U.S. 
Air Force. Hh Unit flew 35 
missions over Germany. (I 941 -
1945) After WWII Bill was em
ployed with the REA which was 
then located in Davenport, Iowa. 

In May, 1935, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt signed an 
executive order establishing the 
Rural Electrification Administra
tion. In July, 1936, Eastern Iowa 
Light and Power was established 
when county electrical coopera
tives in Clinton, Muscatine and 
Scou counties consolidated . In 
1949, F.E. "Tody" Fair, man
ager, located the Cooperative's 
headquarters in Wilton Jet. bring
ing in many employees, including 
Bill. Housing boomed in Wilton! 
Bill was employed at the REC for 
33 years before retiring. 

Bill was editor/publisher of 
S-R Publishing Company for 
twenty years. He spent twelve 
of those years in partnership 
with Gene Saylor. S-R pub
lished the Wilton/Durant 
Advocate News. 

He was also on the Board 
of TRICO Publishers , Inc . for a 
number of years. Bill was a 
member of the Wilton Methodist 
Church, served on the Wilton 
Community School Board, the 
Wilton Town Council, Chamber 
of Commerce, Industrial 
Development and Wilton 
Commercial Development. Bill 
served in the Iowa Senate for 
seven years (1970-1976). 

He met a Wilton girl, Beverly 
Oveson, at the Wilton Candy 
Kitchen where she was employed 
during high school. Love blos
somed at the soda fountain and on 
June 18, 1950, Wedding Bells 
rang out for Bill and Bev. They 

celebrated their 45th Wedding 
Anniversary on June 18, 1995 . 

Together Bill and Bev pro
moted Wilton. They are the 
parents of Neal, Renee, Sruce and 
Brian and enjoy their nine lovely 
grandchildren. Bill passed away 
June 3, 1996. He is dearly missed 
by family and friends. 

The Wilton Chamber of 
Commerce honored W.R. 
Rabedeaux by asking his family to 
represent him as Grand Marshal 
of the Wilton Founders Day 
Parade on August 26, 1996. The 
family felt honored. 

To Bill ... Wilton was his 
hometown! 

This information was compiled by 
Beverly Rabedeaux. · 
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Community Clock in memory of 
Bill Rabedeaux located on the 
corner of Maurer and 4th St. -

Dedicated in 1997 

346 

February 10, 1997 

L to R: Brian - Bruce - Renee - Neal Rabedeaux 
1988 




