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Cooper Evans 
Cooper Evans, long time resident 

of Grundy Cenler, who enjoyed a life
time of service to his cQunlry. died 
December 22 at the age of 8 L. 

Fro m 1991 until 2002. Evans 
served as a member o f the board of 
direc tors of Volu nteers in Overseas 
Cooperative As s is tance (V OCA). 
VOCA provides :agricultural technical 
assi stance to emerging democracies 
and de ve loping nations. He traveled 
extensively to the former Soviet Union 
and Ea stern Europe to develop new 
programs for VOCA and to advise on 
agricultural policy. 

He served as Special Assistant to 

the President for Agricu ltural Trade 
and Food Assistance. As a member of 
the White House staff. his responsibil
ities incl uded working closely with the 
Secretary of Agriculture on agricultur
al policy development and serving as a 
st rong advocate within the White 
House for fanners. ranchers. and all of 
rural America. 

In the summer o f 1987, Vice 
President George Bush asked Evans to 
chair his national agricultural policy 
advisory group. In December of 1987. 
he was asked to accompany the Vice 
President as spokesman On agricultur
al matters when Bush met with 
Genera l Secreta ry Gorbachev in 
Washington, D.C. Evans was e lected 
to th e 198.8 Republican Plat fo rm 
Committee and look"'M eadership role 
in drafting the agricultural plank. 

Evans served in the 'U.S. House of 
Represenlatives fro m 1980 through 
1986. In early 1986. he announced 
that he would not seek re-election in 
order to devote more time to agricul
tural activ ities. He served o n the 
Committee on Agriculture and played 
an active role in drafting ooth the 1981 
and 1985 farm bills. He played key 
roles in many aspects o( agricuilural 
legislation. As a member of the Select 
Committee on Hun ger, he traveled 
ex.tensively throughout Africa. 

Before servi ng in the U.S. 
Congress. Evans was elected for three 
terms to the Iowa Hous e of 

CATCH life Inc. To launch New 

Representatives beginning in 1974 . 
There his service included Chairman 
of the Energy Committee and Vice 
Chairman of Appropriations. 

Evans served 18 years on acti ve 
duty with the U.S. Army between the 
years of 1942 and 1965. During thi s 
time he rose in rank from drafliNi pri
vate te Lt. Co lonel in the Regular 
Army . Hi gh lights from his military 
career incl ud ed servi ng in NASA 
headquarters on the Apollo Project ; 
Serving on the General Staff of the 
U.S. Army where his assignment was 
in the Atomic Di vision of the Office 
of the Ch ief of Re search and 
Deve lopment; and an assignment to 
the U.S . Arm y Polar Research and 
Development Command where he was 
in charge of co ns tr uct ing Camp 
Century. the Army' s nuclear powered 
"City Under the Ice" on the' Greenland 
ice cap. 

Thoma s Coo pe r Eva ns was the 
recipient of numerous di sti ngui shed 
service' to agriculture awards. 

A complete obituary for Evans can 
be found on page 3 of this issue of the 
Grundy Register. 

Sen. Grasslev 
To Hold Town 
Meeting Here 
. u.s. Senator Chuck Grassley says he 
will kick off hi s annual tour of Iowa 

I 
i 
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Jean Marie Hopkins, 76 
Jean Marie Hopkins, 76. of Grundy 

Center died Dece mber 23 . Funeral 
serv ice s we re Decembe r 28 at the 
United Meth Odist Ch urch, Grundy 
Center. Burial followed in the Rose 
Hill Cemetery in Grundy Center. A 
memorial fu nd has been established. 

/ 
Ednama y Erbe o f Boo ne died 

Sunday. Dec . 25. 2005. at the Allen 
Memorial Hospital in Waterloo. 

non1as Cooper Evans, 
Thomas Coope r Evans. 8 1, o f 

Grundy Center d ied Dece mber 22. 
Memorial services were December 27 

lean was bom September 30, 1929, 
in Marion the daughter o f Harold and 
Blanche (McG Uire) Mull aley. She 
graduated from Marion High SchO?1 
in 1947 and the University of Iowa 10 

1951 with a degre e in Politica l 
Science. l ea n worked as a lega l 
secretary in Fort Wayne, lN, Chicago, 
and Cedar Rapids. On October 13, 
1951, she was united in marriage to 
Ross Hopk ins in Mari on . After th e 
couple moved to Grundy Center, Jean 
worked as the Assistant Clerk of Court 
in the Grundy County Courthouse for 
15 years retiring in 1988. 

Ednamay was born July 23. 1916, 
iTt Boone, to Dna and Bertha (Lin~) 
Schmidt. She attended sc hoo l In 
Boone and graduated from Boone 
High Schoo l. She aUcnded Boone 
Junior College and the n Iowa Slate 
Universi ty, graduating at thc age 0(20 
with a degree in Institutional Food 
Management and Dietetics. Ednamay 
was married to Frederick Orro Erbe on 
January 25. 1942, al the Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Boone. She and 
her husband lived in Fort Snelling, 
MN and after his death. she moved to 
Boone al the age of 42. She worked as 
t he He ad Dietitian al the Boone 
Co un ty Hospital for 20 years and 
retired in 1978 at the age of 62. 

She was a member of the Trin ity 
Lutheran Church of Boone and was 
active in her church. serving in variou'l 
comm iuees. She was a member o f 
Chapter NP of the P.E.O. Sisterhood, 
and was a past president of the Iowa 
Dietetics Associati o n. She enjoyed 
entertaini ng, was an avid golfer until 
two years ago, and enjoyed handwork 
and playing Bridge. 
. She was preceded in death by ~er 
husband ; sister, Dorothy; and 5On-tn
law Richard M. Smith in Nov. 2005. 

Ednamay is s urvived by her 
daughter, Barbara Louise Smith. of 
Grundy Center; her so n Frederick 
Jo hn Erbe o f Tucson, AZ ; four 
grandchildren: Janet (Dan) Kelleh~r of 
Frisco. TX; Richard Manly (Ri ck) 
Smith of Frisco, TX; Julie Marie Erbe 
o f Tucson, AZ; and Emilie Loui se 
Erbe of Tucson, AZ; four g reat 
grandchild ren , Katherine Lo ui se, 
Emily Barbara, Sarah Marguerit~ and 
Daniel Ric hard Kelleher of Fnsco , 

at tbe United Meth odi s t Church. 
. Grundy Center. Private famil y bUri.al 

was in the Rose Hill Cemetery to 
Grundy Center. Memorials may be 
directed to Ceda r Bend Animal 
Shelter, 1166 West Ai rline Hi~hway, 
Wat e rloo or to Doctors Without 
Borders www.doctorswithoutborders. 
org. 

Cooper was born May 26, 1924. in 
Cedar Rapids. the so n o f Th om as 
Edward and Ora Belle (Cooper) 
Evans. Cooper was raised in Grundy 
Center and attended school in Grundy . 
Center. Coo pe r gra dua ted from 
Grundy Center High school in 1942. 
Cooper graduated from the U~iversi ty 
of SI. Andrews in SCOlland tn 1948 
with a degree in H istory and 
lXonomics. On June 21, 1948. he was 
unit ed in marria£e to Jea n Marie 
Ruppe l! in Grundy Cen ter. <;:oo~er 
graduated from Iowa State U~lversl~y 
in 1949 with a Bachelor o f SCience In 

Mechanical Engineering and a Master 
of Science in C ivil Engineering in 
1955. In 1956, he graduated from OaK 
Ridge School of Reactor Technolog.r 
in Nuclear Engineering. He also was a 
graduate of the U. S. Army Command 
and General Staff Co ll ege in 1962. 
His Scho lnstic Hono rs include Tau 
Beta Pi, Phi Kappa Phi, and Pi Tau 
Sigma. Cooper worked as a U.S. ~y 
Engineer, Iowa State Representative, 
U.S. Co ngress man, Advisor to Ih e 
Presid e nt of th e United Sta te s for 
Agriculture and A~ric ultu ra l 
Business man. Coo pe r E va ns was 
managing pnrtner o f Evans Fanns, an 
1800 acre corn, soy bean and black 
walnut operation in Grundy County. 
Evans Farms has been hi s princ ipal 
D~;,,~ ... c ..... . .... . t;"~..l .. A ...... . . :~ AA ,n..; ", 

Surviving are her hUSband. Ross of 
Grundy Center; Son, Pau l and wife 
Patri c ia Hopki ns o f Ri verside; two 
daughters. Ann Hopkins of Monterey, 
CA and Beth and hu sband James 
He~sc h e n o f Gettysburg, PA; fi ve 
grandchildren; one sister, Eileen and 
husband Eugene Scallon of California . 

Precedi ng her in death are her 
parents; and a bro ther, Robert 
MuJlaley. 

Helen Sawyer, 82 
Helen (Mrs. Donald) Sawyer, 82. of 

LeGra nd died December 20 at the 
Mercy Hosp it al in Des Moines. 
Funeral services were December 23, at 
the Io wa River C hu rch of the 
Brethren. Burial was in the Shell.er 
Cemetery near Wellsburg. A memonal 
fund is being established. 

Born Helen Albright on August 2), 

1923 she was the daughter of Bruce 
and Bessie ' lIa' (Slifer) Albright. She 
received her education in the Country 
schools in the area of her birth and 
graduated from the Wh itten Hi gh 
Schoo l 's class of 1941 . He],;;n was 
married to Edward John Hellm ich in 
1943 and in 1972 was un ited in 
marriage to Do na ld Sawyer. They 
farmed north of Dunba r fo r many 
yea rs and moved into LeGrand in 
1998. Mrs . Sawyer had been 
emp loyed as a certif~ ed . n.urses aid 
carinj!: for many local mdlvlduals and 
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eon'may Erbe of Booce di ed 

Sunday, Dec. 25. 2005, at the Allen 
. Memorial Hospital in Waterloo. 

h_omas Cooper Evarls, 
Thomas Coo per Evans. of 

Grundy Center died December 22. 
Memorial services were December 27 
at the United Methodist ChurCh, 

. Jean was bom September 30. 1929. 
In Marion the daughter of Harold and 
Blanche (McG uire) Mullaley. She 
~raduated frOm Marion High School 
In 1947 ~nd the UniverSity of Iowa in 
1951 with a degree in Po li tical 
Science. Jean worked as a legal 
secretary in Fon Wayne, IN. Chicago. 
and Cedar Rapid s. On October 13, 
195 1, she ~as ~ nited in marriage to 
Ross Hopkins In Marion . After the 
couple moved to Grundy Center, Jean 
~orked as the Assistant Clerk of Court 
In the. Grundy County Courthouse for 
15 yearS retiring in 1988. 

. Edpamay was born july 23. 1916, 
In Boone, to Otto and Bertha (Li nd) 
Schmidt. She aUcnded school in 
Boone and graduated from Boone 
High School. She attended Boone 
Junior College and then Iowa State 
U~iyersity. graduating at the age of 20 
with a degree in Institutional Food 
Manage~en{ and Dietetics. Ednamay 
was mamed to Frederick Orro Erbe on 
January 25. 1942, at the T rinity 
Lutheran Church in Boone. She and 
her husband lived in Fort Snell ing, 
MN and after his death, she moved to 
Boone at th'!' age of 42. She worked as 
the H ead Dietitian at the Boone 
County Hospital fo r 20 years and 
retired in 1978 at the age of 62. 

She was a member of the Trinity 
Lutheran Church of Boone and was 
acti ve in her church. serving in \'ariou~ 
co mmittees. She was a membe r o f 
Chapter NP of the P.E.O. Sis!:rhood. 
and was a past presidenl of the Iowa 
D i etel~c~ Association. She enjoyed 
enlertam mg. was an avid golfer unl il 
!wo years ago. and enjoyed handwork 
and playing Bridge. 

She waS" preceded in death by her 
husband; sister. Dorothy; and son-in
law Richard M. Smith in Nov. 2005. 

. Grundy Center. Private family burial 
was in the Rose H.ill Cemetery in 
Grundy Center. Memorials may be 
directed to Cedar Bend Animal 
Shelter, 1166 West Airline Highway, 
Wat e r loo or to Doctors without 
Borders www.doctorswithoutborders. 
org. 

Cooper was born May 26, 1924, in 
Cedar Rapids, the Son of Thomas 
Edward and Or .. Belle (Coo per) 
Evans. Cooper was raised in Grundy 
Center and attended school in Grundy 
Center. Cooper graduated from ' 
Grundy Center High school in 1942 . 
Cooper graduated from the University 
of SI. Andrews in Scotland in 1948 
with a degree in History and 
Economics. On June 21, 1948. he was 
united in marria.ge to Je an Marie 
Ruppel! in Grund y Center. Cooper 
~raduated .from Iowa State University 
In 1949 With a Bachelor of Science in 
Mechanical Engineering and a Master 
of Sc ience in Civil Engineering in 
1955. In 1956, he graduated from Oak 
~idge School of Reactor Technology 

Surviving are her husband. Ross of 
Grundy Center; so n, Paul and wife 
Patricia Hopkins of Riverside; two 
daughters, Ann Hopkins of Monterey 
CA, and Beth and husband Jame~ 
Heesch~n of Gettysburg, PA; five 
grandchi ldren; one sister, Eileen and 
husband Eugene Scallon of California. 

Preceding her in death a re her 
parents; and a brother. R Obert 
Ml.lllaley. 

Helen Sawyer, 82 
Helen (Mrs. Donald) Sawyer. 82, of 

LeGrand died December 20 al Ihe 
Mercy Hospital in Des Moines . 
Funeral services were December 23, at 
th e Iowa Ri ver Church of the 
Brethren . Burial was in the Sheller 
Cemetery near Wellsburg. A memorial 
fund is being established. 

. Ednamay is survived by her 
daughter , Barbara Louise Sm ith of 
Grundy Center; he r son Frederick 
John Erbe of Tucso n. AZ; four 
grandchildren: Janet (Dan) Kelleher of 
Frisco, TX; Richard Man ly (Rick) 
Smith of Frisco, TX; Julie Marie Erbe 
of Tucson, AZ; and Emilie Louise 
Erbe of T ucso n. AZ; four g rea t
grandchildren, Katherine Louise 
Emily Barbara. Sarah Marguerite and 
Daniel Rich ard Kelleher of Frisco, 
TX; sisters-in- law Laurie Erbe of 
Boo ne and Ja cki e Erbe of Des 
Moines; and numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

Memorial services were held 
Wed nesday . Dec. 28 at the Trinity 
Lutheran Church of Boone. Rev . 
Lindsay Watkins officiated . Private 
family burial of the cremated rr.mains 
was at th~ Linwood Park Cemetery of 
Boone pnor to the memorial service. 

Memorial s ma y be made to th e 
Tri nity Lutheran Church of Boone and 
10 the Fred O. Erbe Scholarship Fund 
at Concordia Uni versity in St. Paul. 
MN. 

m Nuclear Engineering. He also was a 
graduate of the U. S. Army Command 
a~d Genera l Staff College in 1962. 
HiS Scholastic Honors inc lude Tau 
Beta Pi , Ph i Kappa Phi, and Pi Tau 
Sig~a. Cooper worked as a U.S. Anny 
Engmeer. Iowa State Represenlative, 
U.S. Congress man, Advi so r to the 
President of the United States for 
Agriculture and A.sriculturaJ 
Busi nessman . Cooper Evans was 
managing partner of Evans Fanns, an 
1800 acre corn. soybean and black 
walnut operation in Grundy County. 
E~ans Farms has .been hi s principal 
Pn vate Sector Endeavor since 1965. 
Cooper .Evans has most recently been 
developmg a 675 acre fann in Sullivan 
Cou nt y, Missouri. for beef catl le 
production. horticultu ral tree crops. 
and aquacu lt ure. In 1987 to 1989 
Evans was the senior member of 
Evans and Associates, which 
consulted on agricultural policy. 

Su rviving are his wife Jean of 
Grundy Center;. two So ns . Jim and 
wife Beckie Evans of Downers Grove 
IL. and Lieutenant Colonel Charli ~ 
and Lind a Evans of Fort Polk . LA ; 
se ven grandchildren. 

Born Helen Albright on August 23, 
1923, she was the daughter of Bruce 
and .Bessie 'I1a' (Slifer) Albright. She 
received .her education in the country 
schools In the a rea of her birth and 
graduated from the Wh itten High 
Schoo l's class of 1941. He len was 
married to Edward John Hellmich in 
1943 and in 1972 was united in 
marriage to Donald Sawye r. They 
fa rmed north of Dunbar for many 
years and moved int o LeGrand in 
1998 . Mrs. Sawyer had been 
employed as a certi fied nurses aid 
caring for many local individuals and 
had worked at Tempo. 

Survivors incl ude her hu sband , 
Dona~d; four ch ildre n, Kaye Ann 
Hell mlch. Donna (Mrs. John) Winter 
Mary Lee Hellmich . Ri ck (Dee) 
Hell mich; step-children. Larry (Judy) 
Sawyer. Donna (Ron) Webster. Mike 
(Bonnie) Sawyer and Chuck (Vicki) 
Sawyer; seven grandchildren ; eight 
ste p-grandchi ld ren and 10 great
grandChildren . 

Schr0t":dcr' Walter Funeral Home of 
Preceding him in death were his 

parents ; and an infant son. Edward 
r. ;1 .. ,· ~ ...... ~ .~ 1(")1". 11 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents; and two brothers. 
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EVANS, Thomas Cooper, 1924-

EY ANS, Thomas Cooper, a Representative 
from Iowa; born in Cedar Rapids, Linn County, 
Iowa, May 26, 1924; attended the public schools; 
attended St. Andrews University, Scotland, 1948; 
B.S., Iowa State College, Ames, Iowa, 1949, and 
M.S., 1955; graduated from Oak Ridge School of 
Reactor Technology, Oak Ridge, Tenn., 1956; 
served in the United States Army, Infantry, 1943-
1946; Corps of Engineers, lieutenant colonel, 
1949-1965; engineer and farmer; president, Evans 
Farms, Inc., 1965-1980; Grundy County Board of 
Property Tax Review, 1968-1974; served in the 
Iowa house of representatives, 1975-1979; 
delegate, Iowa State Republican conventions, 
1966-1978; elected as a Republican to the Ninety
seventh and to the two succeeding Congresses 
(January 3, 198 I-January 3, 1987); was not a 
candidate for reelection in 1986; is a resident of 
Grundy Center, Iowa. 
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