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Vertical Infrastructure Requirement Exemptions 

The Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund (RIIF) was created during the 1995 Legislative Session for the 
purpose of funding public infrastructure projects.  The following year, the General Assembly required that 
all appropriations from the RIIF comply with the definition of “vertical infrastructure” established in Iowa 
Code section 8.57(5)(c).  Fiscal year 1998 was the first year the requirement was in effect.  Currently, the 
definition of “vertical infrastructure” includes: 
 
• Land acquisition and construction 

• Major renovation and major repair of buildings 

• Routine, recurring maintenance 

• All appurtenant structures 

• Utilities 

• Site development 

• Recreational trails 

• The Renewable Fuels Infrastructure Program  

• Debt service payments on academic revenue 
bonds issued in accordance with Iowa Code 
chapter 262A for capital projects of the Board 
of Regents 

 
Over the years, the definition of “vertical infrastructure” has been amended several times.  The following 
amendments to the definition have been adopted:  

• The 2008 Infrastructure Appropriations Act removed funding for the completion of Part III of the Iowa 
Communications Network from the definition.  (2008 Iowa Acts, chapter 1179) 

• The 2011 Infrastructure Appropriations Act amended the definition to include debt services payments 
on academic revenue bonds for Board of Regents capital projects.  (2011 Iowa Acts, chapter 133) 

• The 2014 Infrastructure Appropriations Act amended the definition to include routine maintenance.  
Previously, the Iowa Code had explicitly excluded routine maintenance from the definition of “vertical 
infrastructure.”  (2014 Iowa Acts, chapter 1136) 

• The 2017 Infrastructure Appropriations Act amended the definition to include the Renewable Fuels 
Infrastructure Program.  (2017 Iowa Acts, chapter 173)  

Legislation that appropriates funds not in compliance with the definition of “vertical infrastructure” usually 
includes language that exempts the appropriation from the statutory definition.  Appendix A shows total 
funding by fiscal year for projects that received an exemption from the definition of “vertical infrastructure.”  

Since the definition has been in place, the percentage of appropriations that have received exemptions 
from the definition of “vertical infrastructure” has ranged from 14.5% to 98.9%, with an annual average of 
45.3%.  The percentage of appropriated dollars exempted has ranged from 32.8% to 44.4% in the four 
most recent fiscal years.   

Appropriations that were exempted from the definition from FY 2021 through estimated FY 2025 are 
included in Appendix B.  In recent years, major exempted appropriations have included the Environment 
First Fund, Lake Restoration, the Technology Reinvestment Fund, the Water Quality Initiative, Destination 
Iowa grants, and the Levee Improvement Fund.  These six line items account for 87.0% of the total 
dollars that received an exemption from the definition of “vertical infrastructure” in estimated FY 2025.  

mailto:maria.wagenhofer@legis.iowa.gov
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/8.57.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/262A.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/iactc/82.2/CH1179.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/iactc/84.1/CH0133.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/iactc/85.2/CH1136.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/iactc/87.1/CH0173.pdf


Appendix A — Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund by Fiscal Year 
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Appendix B — Appropriations Exempted from Vertical Infrastructure Definition Requirements 
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