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SENATE FILE 2144EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
FY 2020 SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT

Page 3, Line 19

Page 2, Line 29

Page 3, Line 7

Page 2, Line 14

Page 2, Line 33

Page 2, Line 3

FUNDING SUMMARY

Senate File 2144 provides $21.3 million in General Fund supplemental appropriations for FY 2020 to the
Department of Human Services (DHS) and the Homeland Security and Emergency Management Department
(HSEMD).

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS

FY 2020 General Fund supplemental appropriation of $333,000 to the DHS for Glenwood Resource Center
for additional staff training, expert consultation, and review of patient treatment related to the ongoing
investigation by the federal Department of Justice.

FY 2020 General Fund supplemental appropriation of $21.0 million to the HSEMD for flood recovery.

STUDIES AND INTENT

Specifies that as a condition of receiving funds, the DHS is required to submit reports 30 days after the
effective date of this Act, and shall submit an additional report every 30 days thereafter until June 30, 2020,
to the chairpersons and ranking members of the Senate and House Human Resources Committees and the
Legislative Services Agency. The report is to detail the manner in which the appropriated moneys are being
used and contain a status report on any project to which the moneys have been allocated.

Specifies that as a condition of receiving funds, the HSEMD, in coordination with the Flood Mitigation
Board, is required to submit a report 30 days after the effective date of this Act, and shall submit an
additional report every 30 days thereafter until June 30, 2020, to the chairpersons and ranking members of
the Senate and House Appropriations Committees and the Legislative Services Agency. The report is to
detail the amount of the appropriated funds that have been used and include a status report on any project to
which the funds have been allocated.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Specifies that Division I relating to Glenwood Resource Center is effective upon enactment. 

Specifies that Division II relating to flood recovery is effective upon enactment. 
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SENATE FILE 2144EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
FY 2020 SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT

ENACTMENT DATE

This Act was approved by the General Assembly on February 12, 2020, and signed by the Governor on
February 13, 2020. 

 STAFF CONTACT:
Jess Benson (515.281.4611) jess.benson@legis.iowa.gov
Christin Mechler (515.250.0458) christin.mechler@legis.iowa.gov
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2 1 DIVISION I
2 2 HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

2 3    Section 1.  DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES.   There is
2 4 appropriated from the general fund of the state to the
2 5 department of human services for the fiscal year beginning July
2 6 1, 2019, and ending June 30, 2020, the following amount, or
2 7 so much thereof as is necessary, to be used for the purposes
2 8 designated:
2 9    To supplement the appropriation made for the state resource
2 10 center at Glenwood for salaries, support, maintenance, and
2 11 miscellaneous purposes in 2019 Iowa Acts, chapter 85, section
2 12 25, subsection 1, paragraph “a”:
2 13 ...................................................................... $ 333,000

2 14    As a condition of receiving the moneys appropriated in this
2 15 section, the department of human services shall submit reports
2 16 to the chairpersons and ranking members of the senate and house
2 17 committees on human resources and to the legislative services
2 18 agency detailing the manner in which the appropriated moneys
2 19 are being used and containing a status report on any project
2 20 to which the moneys have been allocated. The department shall
2 21 submit the first report thirty days after the effective date
2 22 of this division of this Act, and shall submit an additional
2 23 report every thirty days thereafter until June 30, 2020.

2 24    Notwithstanding section 8.33, moneys appropriated in this
2 25 division that remain unencumbered or unobligated at the close
2 26 of the fiscal year shall not revert but shall remain available
2 27 for expenditure for the purposes designated until the close of
2 28 the succeeding fiscal year.

2 29    Sec. 2.  EFFECTIVE DATE.   This division of this Act, being
2 30 deemed of immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment.

2 31 DIVISION II
2 32 FLOOD RECOVERY

2 33    Sec. 3.  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY
2 34   MANAGEMENT.   There is appropriated from the general fund of
2 35 the state to the department of homeland security and emergency
3 1 management for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2019, and
3 2 ending June 30, 2020, the following amount, or so much thereof
3 3 as is necessary, to be credited to the flood recovery fund
3 4 created in section 418.16 and used for the purposes designated
3 5 in section 418.16:
3 6 ...................................................................... $ 21,003,186

FY 2020 General Fund supplemental appropriation to the Department
of Human Services (DHS) for the Glenwood Resource Center. 

DETAIL: The funds are for additional staff training, expert consultation,
and review of patient treatment related to the ongoing investigation by
the federal Department of Justice.

Specifies that as a condition of receiving funds, the DHS is required to
submit reports 30 days after the effective date of this Act, and shall
submit an additional report every 30 days thereafter until June 30,
2020, to the chairpersons and ranking members of the Senate and
House Human Resources Committees and the Legislative Services
Agency. The report is to detail the manner in which the appropriated
moneys are being used and contain a status report on any project to
which the moneys have been allocated.

CODE: Specifies that the appropriation to Glenwood Resource Center
does not revert at the end of FY 2020 and remains available for the
purposes designated to the end of FY 2021.

Specifies that Division I relating to Glenwood Resource Center is
effective upon enactment.

FY 2020 General Fund supplemental appropriation to the Homeland
Security and Emergency Management Department (HSEMD) for flood
recovery. 

DETAIL: The Flood Recovery Fund, established in Iowa Code section
418.16, is under the control of the Flood Mitigation Board and is
administered by the HSEMD. The Board is permitted to award moneys
from the Flood Recovery Fund to political subdivisions located within a
county designated under a Presidential Disaster Declaration and also

 PG   LN  GA:88 SF2144  Explanation
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3 7    As a condition of receiving the moneys appropriated in this
3 8 section, the department of homeland security and emergency
3 9 management, in coordination with the flood mitigation board,
3 10 shall submit reports to the chairpersons and ranking members
3 11 of the senate and house committees on appropriations and to
3 12 the legislative services agency detailing the amount of the
3 13 appropriated moneys that have been used and containing a status
3 14 report on any project to which the moneys have been allocated.
3 15 The department shall submit the first report thirty days after
3 16 the effective date of this division of this Act, and shall
3 17 submit an additional report every thirty days thereafter until
3 18 June 30, 2020.

3 19    Sec. 4.  EFFECTIVE DATE.   This division of this Act, being
3 20 deemed of immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment.

located within a county where the Federal Emergency Management
Agency’s Individual Assistance Program has been activated. A total of
80 counties received Presidential Disaster Declarations and have been
declared for public assistance grants. In addition, 10 of these counties
have been declared for individual assistance. Funding provided in this
section matches the current estimated funding need from the Board.

Specifies that as a condition of receiving funds, the HSEMD, in
coordination with the Flood Mitigation Board, is required to submit a
report 30 days after the effective date of this Act, and shall submit an
additional report every 30 days thereafter until June 30, 2020, to the
chairpersons and ranking members of the Senate and House
Appropriations Committees and the Legislative Services Agency. The
report is to detail the amount of the appropriated funds that have been
used and include a status report on any project to which the funds
have been allocated.

Specifies that Division II relating to flood recovery is effective upon
enactment.
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Summary Data
General Fund

Actual Estimated Supp-Final Act. Est Net
FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 FY 2020

(1) (2) (3) (4)

Health and Human Services 16,858,523$                 16,105,259$                 333,000$  16,438,259$                 

Justice System 15,000,000 0 21,003,186 21,003,186 

Grand Total 31,858,523$                 16,105,259$                 21,336,186$                 37,441,445$                 
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Health and Human Services
General Fund

Actual Estimated Supp-Final Act. Est Net
FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 FY 2020

(1) (2) (3) (4)

Human Services, Department of
Glenwood

Glenwood Resource Center 16,858,523$                 16,105,259$                 333,000$  16,438,259$                 
Total Human Services, Department of 16,858,523$                 16,105,259$                 333,000$  16,438,259$                 

Total Health and Human Services 16,858,523$                 16,105,259$                 333,000$  16,438,259$                 
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Justice System
General Fund

Actual Estimated Supp-Final Act. Est Net
FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2020 FY 2020

(1) (2) (3) (4)

Homeland Security and Emergency Mgmt
Homeland Security & Emergency Mgmt

Flood Recovery 15,000,000$                 0$  21,003,186$                 21,003,186$                 
Total Homeland Security and Emergency Mgmt 15,000,000$                 0$  21,003,186$                 21,003,186$                 

Total Justice System 15,000,000$                 0$  21,003,186$                 21,003,186$                 
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SENATE FILE 2164EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION EQUITY ACT

Page 2, Line 1

Page 3, Line 26

Page 3, Line 3

Page 2, Line 18

Page 2, Line 1

FUNDING SUMMARY

Appropriates a total of $32.5 million from the General Fund for FY 2021. The funding includes:
An estimated increase in State school aid of $5.9 million and a decrease to property taxes of 
$2.6 million due to an increase to the State cost per pupil of $10 per pupil.
A General Fund standing appropriation of $26.7 million to the Transportation Equity Fund beginning
FY 2021. This represents an increase of $7.7 million compared to FY 2020.

SIGNIFICANT CODE CHANGES

This Act decreases the variance between the State cost per pupil and the school district cost per pupil within
the State aid formula. Under current law, this is estimated to increase the State school aid General Fund
appropriation by $5.9 million in FY 2021 and decrease property taxes by $2.6 million.

Specifies that the standing appropriation to the Transportation Equity Fund in Section 2 of this Act grows at
the same rate as a categorical under the categorical State percent of growth beginning in FY 2022.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Specifies that this Act takes effect upon enactment.

ENACTMENT DATE

This Act was approved by the General Assembly on February 12, 2020, and signed by the Governor on
February 25, 2020. 

 Michael Guanci (515.725.1286)   STAFF CONTACT: michael.guanci@legis.iowa.gov
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Senate File 2164

Senate File 2164 provides for the following changes to the Code of Iowa.

Page # Line # Bill Section Action Code Section

2 1 1 Amend 257.9.2
2 27 2 Amend 257.16C.3.d.(2)
3 10 3 Add 257.16C.3.d.(3)
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2 1    Section 1.   Section 257.9, subsection 2, Code 2020, is
2 2 amended to read as follows:

2 3    2.  REGULAR PROGRAM STATE COST PER PUPIL FOR 1992-1993 AND
2 4   SUCCEEDING YEARS.
2 5    a.   For the budget year beginning July 1, 1992, and
2 6 succeeding budget years beginning before July 1, 2018, the
2 7 regular program state cost per pupil for a budget year is the
2 8 regular program state cost per pupil for the base year plus the
2 9 regular program supplemental state aid for the budget year.
2 10    b.   For the budget year beginning July 1, 2018, the regular
2 11 program state cost per pupil is the regular program state
2 12 cost per pupil for the base year plus the regular program
2 13 supplemental state aid for the budget year, plus five dollars.
2 14    c.   For the budget year beginning July 1, 2019, the regular
2 15 program state cost per pupil is the regular program state
2 16 cost per pupil for the base year plus the regular program
2 17 supplemental state aid for the budget year, plus five dollars.
2 18    d.   For the budget year beginning July 1, 2020, the regular
2 19 program state cost per pupil is the regular program state
2 20 cost per pupil for the base year plus the regular program
2 21 supplemental state aid for the budget year, plus ten dollars.

2 22    d.    e.   For the budget year beginning July 1, 2020 2021, and
2 23 succeeding budget years, the regular program state cost per
2 24 pupil for a budget year is the regular program state cost per
2 25 pupil for the base year plus the regular program supplemental
2 26 state aid for the budget year.

2 27    Sec. 2.   Section 257.16C, subsection 3, paragraph d,
2 28 subparagraph (2), Code 2020, is amended to read as follows:
2 29    (2)   For each the fiscal year beginning on or after July
2 30 1, 2020, there is appropriated from the general fund of the
2 31 state to the department of management for deposit in the
2 32 transportation equity fund the sum of the following, or so much
2 33 thereof as is necessary, to be used for the purposes of this
2 34 section:
2 35    (a)   The amount appropriated to the transportation equity
3 1 fund under this paragraph for the immediately preceding fiscal
3 2 year.
3 3    (b)   The product of the amount determined under subparagraph
3 4 division (a) multiplied by the categorical percent of growth
3 5 under section 257.8, subsection 2, for the budget year
3 6 beginning on the same date of the fiscal year for which the
3 7 appropriation is made.
3 8    (c)   Seven million two hundred fifty-three thousand
3 9 eighty-eight dollars.

CODE: Specifies that the regular program State cost per pupil for 
FY 2021 is the amount calculated using the State supplemental aid
(SSA) rate, plus an additional $10 per pupil. 

DETAIL: The adjustment in this section reduces the maximum
difference between the State cost per pupil and the maximum district
cost per pupil to $155. Districts that have a higher district cost per pupil
will receive State aid replacement for funds that would have been
generated through property taxes. Districts whose district cost per pupil
is the same as the State cost per pupil will receive additional spending
authority.

FISCAL IMPACT: With the passage of SF 2142 (State Supplemental
Aid Act), an increase of $10 per pupil is estimated to increase the
General Fund appropriation for State school aid by $5,854,000 and
decrease the additional levy by $2,612,500 for FY 2021. 

.

CODE: Adjusts future calculations of the State cost per pupil to include
the $10 adjustment made in Section 1 of this Act.

CODE: Establishes that in FY 2021, the Transportation Equity Fund
appropriation is the amount appropriated from the previous fiscal year
multiplied by the categorical State percent of growth (2.30%) for 
FY 2021 plus $7,253,088. 

DETAIL: The Transportation Equity Program was established in 
FY 2019 to provide funding to school districts with high transportation
costs. The Program focuses funding on the districts spending the most
per student enrolled in the district. The Program established a
methodology for calculating a statewide adjusted transportation cost
per pupil that takes into account appropriations made to the
Transportation Equity Fund. The categorical State percent of growth is
commonly established annually in the State supplemental aid Bill. 

FISCAL IMPACT: Increases the General Fund standing appropriation
to the Transportation Equity Fund to $26,690,088 in FY 2021. This is
an increase of $7,690,088 as compared to estimated net FY 2020. 
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3 10    Sec. 3.   Section 257.16C, subsection 3, paragraph d, Code
3 11 2020, is amended by adding the following new subparagraph:
3 12 NEW SUBPARAGRAPH   (3)   For each fiscal year beginning on
3 13 or after July 1, 2021, there is appropriated from the general
3 14 fund of the state to the department of management for deposit
3 15 in the transportation equity fund the sum of the following, or
3 16 so much thereof as is necessary, to be used for the purposes of
3 17 this section:
3 18    (a)   The amount appropriated to the transportation equity
3 19 fund under this paragraph for the immediately preceding fiscal
3 20 year.
3 21    (b)   The product of the amount determined under subparagraph
3 22 division (a) multiplied by the categorical percent of growth
3 23 under section 257.8, subsection 2, for the budget year
3 24 beginning on the same date of the fiscal year for which the
3 25 appropriation is made.

3 26    Sec. 4.  EFFECTIVE DATE.   This Act, being deemed of immediate
3 27 importance, takes effect upon enactment.

CODE: Establishes that in FY 2022 and subsequent fiscal years, the
categorical State percent of growth may include the Transportation
Equity Fund aid payments under the Transportation Equity Program. 

DETAIL: The categorical State percent of growth is commonly
established annually in the State supplemental aid Bill.

CODE: Specifies that this Act takes effect upon enactment.

 PG   LN  GA:88 SF2164  Explanation

LSA:  Fiscal Analysis 264 August 2020



Unassigned Standings
General Fund

Actual Estimated Gov Rec Final Action Final Action Page and
FY 2019 FY 2020 FY 2021 FY 2021 vs Est FY 2020 Line #

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

Education, Department of
Education, Dept. of

State Aid - Additional Per Pupil Increase 0$  0$  0$  5,854,000$                 5,854,000$                 PG 2  LN 3
Total Education, Department of 0$  0$  0$  5,854,000$                 5,854,000$                 

Management, Department of
Management, Dept. of

Transportation Equity Fund 11,200,000$               19,000,000$               24,475,000$               26,690,088$               7,690,088$                 
Total Management, Department of 11,200,000$               19,000,000$               24,475,000$               26,690,088$               7,690,088$                 

Total Unassigned Standings 11,200,000$               19,000,000$               24,475,000$               32,544,088$               13,544,088$               
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SENATE FILE 2360EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT AND THERAPEUTIC CLASSROOMS ACT

Page 5, Line 21

Page 4, Line 22

Page 2, Line 35

Page 2, Line 19

Page 2, Line 3

Page 5, Line 34

FUNDING SUMMARY

FY 2022: Senate File 2360 appropriates a total of $2.6 million from the General Fund for FY 2022. The
funding includes:

$500,000 for the Department of Education to develop, establish, and distribute standards, guidelines,
and expectations relating to behavior in the classroom, restraint of a student, professional development
relating to educating individuals in the least restrictive environment, and research-based intervention
strategies.
$1.6 million to the Department of Education for the Therapeutic Classroom Incentive Fund.
$500,000 to the Department of Education for reimbursement funding to school districts for the
transportation of students to therapeutic classrooms.

STUDIES AND INTENT
Required Reports

Directs the Department of Education to review data collected through the claims process and prepare and
submit a report to the General Assembly by December 1, 2023, on the efficacy of claims reimbursement and
recommendations for changes as necessary.

SIGNIFICANT CODE CHANGES

Directs the Department of Education to provide guidance on responses to behavior in the classroom, restraint
of a student, and educating individuals in the least restrictive environment and for evidence-based
interventions.

Specifies that criteria for teacher preparation programs will include developing and implementing
individualized education programs (IEPs), behavior intervention plans, preparation for educating individuals
in the least restrictive environment, and strategies to address violent student behavior.

Requires the Department of Education to establish a Therapeutic Classroom Incentive Grant Program.

Establishes a Therapeutic Classroom Incentive Fund to provide grants for therapeutic classrooms.

Permits a school district to submit claims to the Department of Education for the transportation of students
not assigned a weighting under Iowa Code section  to therapeutic classrooms located more than 30256B.9
miles from the student's school district of enrollment or accredited nonpublic school. Payment of the claims
are subject to a General Fund appropriation.
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SENATE FILE 2360EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT AND THERAPEUTIC CLASSROOMS ACT

Page 12, Line 20

Page 10, Line 17

Page 9, Line 31

Page 9, Line 19

Page 8, Line 27

Page 7, Line 34

Page 7, Line 2

Page 6, Line 16Permits a school district that provides a therapeutic classroom to students enrolled in a public or nonpublic
school to submit a claim for reimbursement if the student has not been assigned a weighting under Iowa
Code section .256B.9

Allows for a student attending an accredited nonpublic school or receiving competent private instruction
who is assigned to a therapeutic classroom to be counted as a shared-time student for State foundation aid
purposes.

Provides guidance for placement of special education students.

Restricts the inclusion of classroom clearances in IEPs and behavior intervention plans unless necessary to
prevent or terminate an imminent threat of bodily injury to a student or another person in the classroom.

Amends the Transportation Equity Program's per-pupil cost calculations to deduct any funds received from
reimbursement claims for transportation of students to therapeutic classrooms.

Requires the Board of Educational Examiners to address the failure of an administrator to protect the safety
of staff and students and to address an administrator's failure to meet mandatory reporter obligations. Directs
the Board of Educational Examiners to address the refusal of a practitioner to implement provisions of a
student's IEP or behavioral intervention plan and to address a practitioner's habitual nonparticipation in
professional development.

Specifies instances when a classroom teacher may clear students from a classroom. Requires the school to
notify parents of students when a classroom clearance has occurred. Directs the principal to request a
meeting with the parent or guardian of the student whose behavior caused the classroom clearance.
Establishes mechanisms for teacher reporting of student violence or assault to the principal, reporting by the
school district to the Department of Education, and annual reporting to the General Assembly. Grants
immunity to a teacher or administrator from civil or criminal liability for reporting student violence or
assault. Provides for protection of a teacher or administrator who submits a report of violence or assault to a
local law enforcement agency.

Grants immunity from disciplinary action if physical contact is considered reasonable under defined
circumstances.
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SENATE FILE 2360EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT AND THERAPEUTIC CLASSROOMS ACT

Page 14, Line 20

Page 14, Line 20

Page 14, Line 16

EFFECTIVE DATE

Specifies that the section of this Act regarding teacher preparation programs takes effect July 1, 2021.

Specifies that the section of this Act regarding the Therapeutic Classroom Incentive Grant Program takes
effect upon enactment.

Specifies that the section of this Act regarding the adoption of emergency rules takes effect upon enactment.

ENACTMENT DATE

This Act was approved by the General Assembly on June 11, 2020, and signed by the Governor on June 29,
2020.

STAFF CONTACTS:
Lora Vargason (515.725.2249) lora.vargason@legis.iowa.gov
Michael Guanci (515.725.1286) michael.guanci@legis.iowa.gov
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2 1    Section 1.   Section 256.9, Code 2020, is amended by adding
2 2 the following new subsection:

2 3 NEW SUBSECTION   60.   Develop, establish, and distribute to
2 4 all school districts evidence-based standards, guidelines, and
2 5 expectations for the appropriate and inappropriate responses
2 6 to behavior in the classroom that presents an imminent threat
2 7 of bodily injury to a student or another person and for the
2 8 reasonable, necessary, and appropriate physical restraint
2 9 of a student, consistent with rules adopted by the state
2 10 board pursuant to section 280.21. The director shall consult
2 11 with the area education agencies to create comprehensive and
2 12 consistent standards and guidance for professional development
2 13 relating to successfully educating individuals in the least
2 14 restrictive environment, and for evidence-based interventions
2 15 consistent with the standards established pursuant to this
2 16 subsection.

2 17    Sec. 2.   Section 256.16, subsection 1, paragraph c, Code
2 18 2020, is amended to read as follows:

2 19    c.   Include in the professional education program,
2 20 preparation that contributes to the education of students
2 21 with disabilities and students who are gifted and talented,
2 22 preparation in developing and implementing individualized
2 23 education programs and behavioral intervention plans,
2 24 preparation for educating individuals in the least restrictive
2 25 environment and identifying that environment, and strategies
2 26 that address difficult and violent student behavior and
2 27 improve academic engagement and achievement, and preparation in
2 28 classroom management addressing high-risk behaviors including,
2 29 but not limited to, behaviors related to substance abuse.
2 30 Preparation required under this paragraph must be successfully
2 31 completed before graduation from the practitioner preparation
2 32 program.

2 33    Sec. 3.NEW SECTION   256.25  THERAPEUTIC CLASSROOM INCENTIVE
2 34   GRANT PROGRAM —— FUND.

2 35    1.   The department shall create a therapeutic classroom
3 1 incentive grant program to provide competitive grants to school
3 2 districts for the establishment of therapeutic classrooms.

3 3    2.   A school district, which may collaborate and partner
3 4 with one or more school districts, area education agencies,
3 5 accredited nonpublic schools, nonprofit agencies, and
3 6 institutions that provide children’s mental health services,

CODE: Directs the Department of Education to provide guidance to all
school districts regarding appropriate and inappropriate responses to
behavior in the classroom and the appropriate use of physical restraint
of a student. Requires the Department to consult with area education
agencies to provide professional development regarding educating
individuals in the least restrictive environment, and for evidence-based
interventions.

CODE: Specifies that teacher preparation programs will include the
following:

Preparation in developing and implementing individualized
education programs (IEPs) and behavior intervention plans.
Preparation for educating individuals in the least restrictive
environment and identifying that environment.
Strategies that address difficult and violent student behavior and
improve academic engagement and achievement.

CODE: Directs the Department of Education to establish a Therapeutic
Classroom Incentive Grant Program to provide competitive grants to
school districts for the establishment of therapeutic classrooms.

CODE: Permits a school district to collaborate with listed entities to
apply for a grant for the establishment of a therapeutic classroom in
the school district.

  PG   LN                                                                  GA:88 SF2360                                                                                                                     Explanation

LSA:  Fiscal Analysis 269 August 2020



3 7 located in mental health and disability services regions
3 8 providing children’s behavioral health services in accordance
3 9 with chapter 331, subchapter III, part 6, may apply for a grant
3 10 under this program to establish a therapeutic classroom in the
3 11 school district in accordance with this section.

3 12    3.   The department shall develop a grant application
3 13 and selection and evaluation criteria. Selection criteria
3 14 shall include a method for prioritizing grant applications
3 15 submitted by school districts located in mental health and
3 16 disability services regions providing children’s behavioral
3 17 health services in accordance with chapter 331, subchapter
3 18 III, part 6, with those proposing to serve the most students
3 19 given highest priority. Grant awards shall be distributed as
3 20 equitably as possible among small, medium, and large school
3 21 districts. For purposes of this subsection, a small school
3 22 district is a district with an actual enrollment of fewer than
3 23 six hundred pupils; a medium school district is a district
3 24 with an actual enrollment that is at least six hundred pupils,
3 25 but less than two thousand five hundred pupils; and a large
3 26 school district is a district with an actual enrollment of two
3 27 thousand five hundred or more pupils.

3 28    4.   a.   The department may disburse moneys contained in
3 29 the therapeutic classroom incentive fund as grants to school
3 30 districts for the establishment of therapeutic classrooms.

3 31    b.   The total amount of funding awarded for the establishment
3 32 of therapeutic classrooms for a fiscal year shall not exceed
3 33 an amount equivalent to the state cost per pupil multiplied by
3 34 weighting of one and one-half pupil calculated for one hundred
3 35 fifty pupils.

4 1    c.   Grant awards shall be made for the establishment of
4 2 therapeutic classrooms with one to five pupils, classrooms
4 3 with six to ten pupils, and classrooms with eleven to fifteen
4 4 pupils.
4 5    d.   For purposes of calculating a therapeutic classroom grant
4 6 award, the department shall determine grant awards based on the
4 7 following:
4 8    (1)   For classrooms with one to five pupils, using the state
4 9 cost per pupil multiplied by weighting of one and one-half

CODE: Requires the Department of Education to develop grant
selection criteria, with highest priority given to applications submitted
by school districts located in Mental Health and Disability Services
Regions providing children's behavioral health services and proposing
to serve the most students. Directs the Department to distribute the
Therapeutic Classroom Incentive Grants equitably across small (less
than 600 pupils), medium (600-2,499 pupils), and large (more than
2,499 pupils) school districts.

CODE: Permits the Department of Education to award grants from the
Therapeutic Classroom Incentive Fund to school districts for the
establishment of therapeutic classrooms.

CODE: Specifies that the total statewide funding for grants under this
Program shall not exceed the product of the budget year State cost per
pupil (SCPP) multiplied by a weighting of 1.50 multiplied by 150 pupils.

DETAIL: Based on a 2.30% State percent of growth in FY 2021 and a
SCPP of $7,048, the total amount of funding awarded in FY 2022 shall
not exceed $1,585,800. 

NOTE: Under current law, the FY 2022 SCPP remains at $7,048.

CODE: Specifies that therapeutic classroom grants be awarded by
estimated classroom size.

A classroom of 1-5 shall receive the funding for 5 pupils.
A classroom of 6-10 shall receive the funding for 10 pupils.
A classroom of 11-15 shall receive the funding for 15 pupils.
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4 10 pupil multiplied by five.
4 11    (2)   For classrooms with six to ten pupils, using the state
4 12 cost per pupil multiplied by weighting of one and one-half
4 13 pupil multiplied by ten.
4 14    (3)   For classrooms with eleven to fifteen pupils, using
4 15 the state cost per pupil multiplied by weighting of one and
4 16 one-half pupil multiplied by fifteen.

4 17    e.   Grant moneys credited to the therapeutic classroom
4 18 incentive fund established under subsection 5 shall be
4 19 distributed after December 31 but before the start of the
4 20 school calendar for start-up costs for a new therapeutic
4 21 classroom in the fall semester.

4 22    5.   A therapeutic classroom incentive fund is established
4 23 in the state treasury under the control of the department.
4 24 Moneys credited to the fund are appropriated to the department
4 25 for purposes of distributing grants under this section. The
4 26 department may accept gifts, grants, bequests, and other
4 27 private contributions, as well as state or federal moneys,
4 28 for deposit in the fund. Moneys available in the therapeutic
4 29 classroom incentive fund for a fiscal year shall be distributed
4 30 as grants pursuant to this section. Notwithstanding section
4 31 8.33, moneys in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shall
4 32 not revert but shall remain available for expenditure for the
4 33 purposes designated for subsequent fiscal years.

4 34    6.   Placement of a child requiring special education under
4 35 chapter 256B in a therapeutic classroom, whether or not the
5 1 school district operating such classroom receives funds under
5 2 this section, is subject to the provisions of chapter 256B,
5 3 to the administrative rules adopted by the state board for
5 4 purposes of chapter 256B, and to the federal Individuals with
5 5 Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C. §1400 et seq., and shall
5 6 not violate such laws, rules, or regulations.

5 7    7.   For purposes of this section, “therapeutic classroom”
5 8 means a classroom designed for the purpose of providing support
5 9 for any student whose emotional, social, or behavioral needs
5 10 interfere with the student’s ability to be successful in the
5 11 current educational environment, with or without supports,
5 12 until the student is able to successfully return to the
5 13 student’s current education environment, with or without
5 14 supports, including but not limited to the general education
5 15 classroom.

5 16    Sec. 4.NEW SECTION   256.25A  THERAPEUTIC CLASSROOM ——
5 17   CLAIMS.

CODE: Clarifies that moneys, which may include private contributions,
credited to the Therapeutic Classroom Incentive Fund are available for
distribution after December 31 but before the start of the school
calendar for start-up costs for a new therapeutic classroom in the fall.

CODE: Establishes a Therapeutic Classroom Incentive Fund for the
purposes of distributing grants for the establishment of therapeutic
classrooms. Specifies that the funds in the Therapeutic Classroom
Incentive Fund will not revert at the end of a fiscal year and will remain
available for future fiscal years.

CODE: Specifies that placement of a child requiring special education
in a therapeutic classroom is subject to the administrative rules
adopted by the State Board of Education and the federal Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act, and must not violate such laws, rules,
or regulations.

CODE: Defines "therapeutic classroom" for purposes of new Iowa
Code section 256.25.
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5 18    1.   A school district may submit claims to the department
5 19 for the costs of providing therapeutic classroom services and
5 20 transportation services in accordance with this section.

5 21    a.   (1)   If the general assembly appropriates moneys for
5 22 purposes of transportation claims reimbursement in accordance
5 23 with this paragraph “a”, a school district may submit a claim
5 24 for reimbursement for transportation services for students
5 25 who are enrolled in the school district or in an accredited
5 26 nonpublic school located within the boundaries of the school
5 27 district, who have not been assigned a weighting under section
5 28 256B.9, but who are assigned to a therapeutic classroom that is
5 29 located more than thirty miles from the school designated for
5 30 attendance or accredited nonpublic school and is operated by
5 31 another school district or accredited nonpublic school under
5 32 an agreement between the school districts or between a school
5 33 district and an accredited nonpublic school.

5 34    (2)   Claims for transportation reimbursement shall be
5 35 made to the department by the school district providing
6 1 transportation during a school year pursuant to subparagraph
6 2 (1). Claims submitted under this paragraph “a” shall be on a
6 3 form prescribed by the department, and the claim shall include
6 4 the number of eligible pupils transported, the number of days
6 5 each pupil was transported, and a listing of the actual costs
6 6 incurred. On or before December 1, 2023, the director of
6 7 the department shall review the data collected through the
6 8 claims process and shall prepare and submit to the general
6 9 assembly a report containing an analysis of the efficacy of
6 10 claims reimbursement in accordance with this section and
6 11 recommendations for changes as appropriate.

6 12    b.   (1)   For each fiscal year beginning on or after July
6 13 1, 2022, there is appropriated from the general fund of the
6 14 state to the department an amount necessary to pay all approved
6 15 claims submitted under this paragraph “b”.

6 16    (2)   A school district that provides a therapeutic classroom
6 17 to students enrolled in a school district or an accredited
6 18 nonpublic school may submit claims to the department for
6 19 students assigned to such a classroom during the preceding
6 20 school budget year who are not assigned a weighting under
6 21 section 256B.9, subsection 1, paragraph “b”, “c”, or “d”, and
6 22 for whom behavioral intervention plans have been implemented.

6 23    (3)   The amount of the claim shall be equal to the product of
6 24 the following amounts:

CODE: Permits a school district to submit claims to the Department of
Education for the costs of providing therapeutic classroom services and
transportation services.

CODE: Permits a school district to submit claims to the Department for
the transportation of students not assigned a weighting under Iowa
Code section 256B.9 to therapeutic classrooms located more than 30
miles from the student's school district of enrollment or accredited
nonpublic school. Payments of the claims are subject to an
appropriation. 

CODE: Requires the Department to review data collected through the
claims process and prepare and submit a report to the General
Assembly by December 1, 2023, on the efficacy of claims
reimbursement and recommendations for changes as necessary.

CODE: Establishes an appropriation beginning on or after July 1, 2022,
to the Department of Education for payment of all approved claims as
detailed under this section.

CODE: Permits a school district that provides a therapeutic classroom
to students enrolled in a public or nonpublic school to submit a claim to
the Department for reimbursement if the student has not been
assigned a weighting under Iowa Code section 256B.9.

CODE: Specifies the calculation for claim reimbursement for a school
district that provides a therapeutic classroom to students enrolled in a
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6 25    (a)   The product of one and five-tenths multiplied by the
6 26 regular program district cost per pupil for the budget year
6 27 during which the students identified under subparagraph (2)
6 28 were assigned to the therapeutic classroom.
6 29    (b)   The quotient of the total number of days the students
6 30 identified under subparagraph (2) were served in a therapeutic
6 31 classroom divided by the maximum number of school days in the
6 32 school district’s calendar.

6 33    (4)   Using end-of-year data submitted by each school
6 34 district through student-level data collection, the department
6 35 shall make claim forms available to each eligible school
7 1 district containing the available data.

7 2    2.   Nonpublic school students assigned to a therapeutic
7 3 classroom under subsection 1, paragraph “b”, shall be enrolled
7 4 in a school district as shared-time pupils under section
7 5 257.6, subsection 1, paragraph “a”, subparagraph (7), in order
7 6 for the school district to submit a claim for reimbursement
7 7 for services provided to such students under subsection 1,
7 8 paragraph “b”.

7 9    3.   The department shall prorate the amount of claims
7 10 reimbursement under subsection 1, paragraph “a”, if the
7 11 amount of reimbursement claimed for all school districts under
7 12 subsection 1, paragraph “a”, exceeds the amount appropriated
7 13 by the general assembly for such purpose plus any available
7 14 remaining balances from prior fiscal years.

7 15    4.   The costs of providing transportation to nonpublic
7 16 school pupils as provided in this section shall not be included
7 17 in the computation of district cost under chapter 257, but
7 18 shall be shown in the budget as an expense from miscellaneous
7 19 income. Any transportation reimbursements received by a
7 20 school district for transporting nonpublic school pupils shall
7 21 not affect district cost limitations of chapter 257. The
7 22 reimbursements provided in this section are miscellaneous
7 23 income as defined in section 257.2.

7 24    5.   By June 15 of each year, school districts with eligible
7 25 claims shall submit such claims to the department. By July 1
7 26 of each year, the department shall draw warrants payable to
7 27 school districts which have established claims.

7 28    6.   The state board shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A
7 29 to administer this section.

public or nonpublic school. 

DETAIL: Claims reimbursement under this section is calculated as
follows: budget year regular program district cost per pupil multiplied by
a weighting of 1.50 multiplied by the quotient of the number of days
the student was served in the therapeutic classroom divided by the
maximum number of days in the school district's calendar.

CODE: Requires the Department of Education to provide claim forms
to each eligible school district that includes end-of-year data already
collected through established reporting.

CODE: Allows for a student attending an accredited nonpublic school
or receiving competent private instruction who is assigned to a
therapeutic classroom to be counted as a shared-time student for
State foundation aid purposes.

DETAIL: Shared time students under Iowa Code section 257.6 are
counted on a public school district's Aid and Levy Worksheet.

CODE: Requires the Department of Education to prorate
reimbursement of therapeutic classroom transportation claims if the
amount of claims statewide exceeds the amount appropriated plus any
prior fiscal years' remaining balances.

CODE: Specifies that the cost and reimbursement of providing
transportation to nonpublic school students to a therapeutic classroom
will be shown in the school budget as an expense from miscellaneous
income.

CODE: Directs school districts with eligible claims to submit claims by
June 15 of each year. The Department shall pay all established claims
by July 1 of each year.

CODE: Requires the State Board of Education to adopt administrative
rules regarding therapeutic classroom claims.
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7 30    7.   For purposes of this section, “therapeutic classroom”
7 31 means the same as defined in section 256.25, subsection 7.

7 32    Sec. 5.   Section 256B.2, subsection 2, Code 2020, is amended
7 33 to read as follows:

7 34    2.   a.   It is the policy of this state to require school
7 35 districts and state-operated educational programs to provide
8 1 or make provision, as an integral part of public education,
8 2 for a free and appropriate public education sufficient to
8 3 meet the needs of all children requiring special education.
8 4 This chapter is not to be construed as encouraging separate
8 5 facilities or segregated programs designed to meet the needs
8 6 of children requiring special education when the children can
8 7 benefit from all or part of the education program as offered
8 8 by the local school district. To the maximum extent possible,
8 9 children Children requiring special education shall, consistent
8 10 with the least restrictive environment requirements under the
8 11 federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, 20 U.S.C.
8 12 §1400 et seq., attend regular classes and shall be educated
8 13 with children who do not require special education.
8 14    b.   (1)   Whenever possible appropriate, hindrances to
8 15 learning and to the normal functioning of children requiring
8 16 special education within the regular school environment shall
8 17 be overcome by the provision of special aids and services
8 18 rather than by separate programs for those in need of special
8 19 education.
8 20    (2)   Special classes, separate schooling, or other removal
8 21 of children requiring special education from the regular
8 22 educational environment, shall occur only when, and to
8 23 the extent that the nature or severity of the educational
8 24 disability is such, that education in regular classes, even
8 25 with the use of supplementary aids and services, cannot be
8 26 accomplished satisfactorily.

8 27    (3)   Individualized education programs for children
8 28 requiring special education within the regular school
8 29 environment and behavioral intervention plans shall not
8 30 include provisions for clearing all other students out of the
8 31 regular classroom in order to calm the child requiring special
8 32 education or the child for whom a behavioral intervention plan
8 33 has been implemented except as provided in section 279.51A.
8 34    c.   For those children who cannot adapt to the regular
8 35 educational or home living conditions, and who are attending
9 1 facilities under chapters 263, 269, and 270, upon the request
9 2 of the board of directors of an area education agency, the
9 3 department of human services shall provide residential or

CODE: Specifies that the definition of "therapeutic classroom" is the
same as previously defined in this Act.

CODE: Provides guidance for placement of special education students.

CODE: Restricts the inclusion of classroom clearances in IEPs and
behavior intervention plans unless necessary to prevent or terminate
an imminent threat of bodily injury to a student or another person in
the classroom.
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9 4 detention facilities and the area education agency shall
9 5 provide special education programs and services. The area
9 6 education agencies shall cooperate with the board of regents to
9 7 provide the services required by this chapter.

9 8    Sec. 6.   Section 257.6, subsection 1, paragraph a,
9 9 subparagraph (7), Code 2020, is amended to read as follows:

9 10    (7)   A student attending an accredited nonpublic school or
9 11 receiving competent private instruction under chapter 299A,
9 12 who is assigned to a therapeutic classroom in accordance with
9 13 section 256.25A or is participating in a program under chapter
9 14 261E, shall be counted as a shared-time student in the school
9 15 district in which the nonpublic school of attendance is located
9 16 for state foundation aid purposes.

9 17    Sec. 7.   Section 257.16C, subsection 2, paragraph d, Code
9 18 2020, is amended to read as follows:

9 19    d.   A school district’s transportation cost per pupil
9 20 shall be determined by dividing the school district’s actual
9 21 transportation cost for all children transported in all
9 22 school buses for a school year pursuant to section 285.1,
9 23 subsection 12, less the amount of transportation costs
9 24 reimbursed under section 256.25A and the amount received for
9 25 transporting nonpublic school pupils under section 285.1, by
9 26 thedistrict’s actual enrollment for the school year, excluding
9 27 the shared-time enrollment for the school year as defined in
9 28 section 257.6.

9 29    Sec. 8.   Section 272.2, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 2020,
9 30 is amended to read as follows:

9 31    a.   License practitioners, which includes the authority
9 32 to establish criteria for the licenses; establish issuance
9 33 and renewal requirements; create application and renewal
9 34 forms; create licenses that authorize different instructional
9 35 functions or specialties; develop a code of professional rights

10 1 and responsibilities, practices, and ethics, which shall,
10 2 among other things, address the failure of a practitioner
10 3 to fulfill  contractual obligations under section 279.13,
10 4 the failure of an administrator to protect the safety of
10 5 staff and students, the failure of an administrator to meet
10 6 mandatory reporter obligations, the refusal of a practitioner
10 7 to implement provisions of an individualized education
10 8 program or behavioral intervention plan, and habitual
10 9 nonparticipation in professional development; and develop any
10 10 other classifications, distinctions, and procedures which may

CODE: Allows for a student attending an accredited nonpublic school
or receiving competent private instruction who is assigned to a
therapeutic classroom to be counted as a shared-time student for
State foundation aid purposes.

CODE: Amends the Transportation Equity Program's per-pupil cost
calculations to deduct any funds received from reimbursement claims
for transportation of students to therapeutic classrooms.

CODE: Requires the Board of Educational Examiners to address the
failure of an administrator to appropriately respond to reports of
classroom violence and assault as specified in Iowa Code section
272.2.
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10 11 be necessary to exercise licensing duties. In addressing the
10 12 failure of a practitioner to fulfill  contractual obligations,
10 13 the board shall consider factors beyond the practitioner’s
10 14 control.

10 15    Sec. 9.NEW SECTION   279.51A  CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT ——
10 16   BEHAVIORAL CHALLENGES —— REPORTS OF VIOLENCE OR ASSAULT.

10 17    1.   A classroom teacher may clear students from the classroom
10 18 only if necessary to prevent or terminate an imminent threat of
10 19 bodily injury to a student or another person in the classroom.

10 20    2.   If a classroom teacher clears all other students from the
10 21 classroom in accordance with subsection 1, the school principal
10 22 shall, by the end of the school day if possible but at least
10 23 within twenty-four hours after the incident giving rise to
10 24 the classroom clearance, notify the parents or guardians of
10 25 all students assigned to the classroom that was cleared. The
10 26 notification shall not identify, directly or indirectly, any
10 27 students involved in the incident giving rise to the classroom
10 28 clearance. The principal of the school shall request that the
10 29 parent or guardian of the student whose behavior caused the
10 30 classroom clearance meet with the principal, the classroom
10 31 teacher, and other staff as appropriate.

10 32    3.   If the student whose behavior caused the classroom
10 33 clearance has an individualized education program or a
10 34 behavioral intervention plan, the classroom teacher shall call
10 35 for and be included in a review and potential revision of
11 1 the student’s individualized education program or behavioral
11 2 intervention plan by the student’s individualized education
11 3 program team. The area education agency, in collaboration
11 4 with the school district, may, when the parent or guardian
11 5 meets with the individualized education program team during
11 6 the reevaluation of the student’s individualized education
11 7 program, inform the parent or guardian of individual or family
11 8 counseling services available in the area.

11 9    4.   A classroom teacher employed by a school district shall
11 10 report any incident of violence that results in injury or
11 11 property damage or assault by a student enrolled in the school
11 12 to the principal of the school.

11 13    5.   Each school district shall report to the department of
11 14 education, in a manner prescribed by the department, an annual
11 15 count of all incidents of violence that result in injury or
11 16 property damage or assault by a student in a school building,
11 17 on school grounds, or at a school-sponsored function, and any

CODE: Specifies when a classroom teacher may clear students from a
classroom.

CODE: Requires schools to notify parents of students in a classroom
when the students have been cleared from the classroom. Requires
the principal to request a meeting with the parent or guardian of the
student whose behavior caused the classroom clearance.

CODE: Allows for the review of a student's IEP or behavior intervention
plan upon a classroom clearance.

CODE: Requires a classroom teacher to report any incident of violence
or assault by an enrolled student to the principal.

CODE: Creates a reporting mechanism to the Department of Education
for reporting violence that results in injury, property damage, or assault
by a student and requires the Department of Education to submit a
report annually to the General Assembly by November 1. 
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11 18 time a student is referred for the use of or transfer to a
11 19 therapeutic classroom. The report shall include but not be
11 20 limited to demographic information on students reported as
11 21 victims and reported as perpetrators of incidents of violence
11 22 that result in injury or property damage or assault, including
11 23 but not limited to disaggregated information on race, gender,
11 24 national origin, age, grade level, and disability, along with
11 25 any other data required for the department to implement the
11 26 federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended by
11 27 the federal Every Student Succeeds Act, Pub.L.No.114-95,
11 28 with appropriate safeguards to ensure student privacy. The
11 29 department shall compile and summarize the reports, categorized
11 30 by behavior, and shall submit the summary to the general
11 31 assembly by November 1 annually. A teacher or administrator
11 32 who submits a report in accordance with this section and who
11 33 meets the requirements of section 280.27 or section 613.21
11 34 shall be immune from civil or criminal liability relating to
11 35 such action, as well as for participating in any administrative
12 1 or judicial proceeding resulting from or relating to the
12 2 report pursuant to the provisions of sections 280.27 and
12 3 613.21. The provisions of section 70A.29 shall apply to a
12 4 teacher or administrator who submits a report in accordance
12 5 with this section or who reports an incident of violence or
12 6 assault to a local law enforcement agency in good faith and
12 7 without fraudulent intent or the intent to deceive. Personal
12 8 information regarding a student in a report submitted pursuant
12 9 to this section shall be kept confidential as required under
12 10 the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20
12 11 U.S.C. §1232g, and in the same manner as personal information
12 12 in student records maintained, created, collected, or assembled
12 13 by or for a school corporation or educational institution in
12 14 accordance with section 22.7, subsection 1.

12 15    6.   For purposes of this section, unless the context
12 16 otherwise requires, “bodily injury” means physical pain,
12 17 illness, or any other impairment of physical condition.

12 18    Sec. 10.   Section 280.21, subsection 2, unnumbered paragraph
12 19 1, Code 2020, is amended to read as follows:

12 20    A school employee who, in the reasonable course of the
12 21 employee’s employment responsibilities, comes into physical
12 22 contact with a student shall be granted immunity from any civil
12 23 or criminal liability which might otherwise be incurred or
12 24 imposed as a result of such physical contact, if the physical
12 25 contact is reasonable under the circumstances and involves any
12 26 of the following:

Specifies that a teacher or administrator will be immune from civil or
criminal liability for reporting student assault. Provides for protection of
a teacher or administrator who submits a report of violence or assault
to a local law enforcement agency in good faith and without fraudulent
intent or the intent to deceive.

CODE: Defines "bodily injury" as physical pain, illness, or any other
impairment of physical condition.

CODE: Grants immunity from civil or criminal liability for physical
contact that is considered reasonable under defined circumstances.
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12 27    Sec. 11.   Section 280.21, Code 2020, is amended by adding the
12 28 following new subsection:

12 29 NEW SUBSECTION   4.   A school employee’s employer and the
12 30 board of educational examiners shall not engage in reprisal or
12 31 retaliation against a school employee who, in the reasonable
12 32 course of the employee’s employment responsibilities, comes
12 33 into physical contact with a student in accordance with this
12 34 section.

12 35    Sec. 12.  DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.   There is appropriated
13 1 from the general fund of the state to the department of
13 2 education for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2021, and
13 3 ending June 30, 2022, the following amount, or so much thereof
13 4 as is necessary, to be used for the purposes designated:

13 5    For developing, establishing, and distributing standards,
13 6 guidelines, and expectations relating to behavior in the
13 7 classroom, restraint of a student, and professional development
13 8 relating to educating individuals in the least restrictive
13 9 environment, and for research-based intervention strategies
13 10 consistent with such standards, guidelines, and expectations,
13 11 in accordance with section 256.9, subsection 60, as enacted by
13 12 this Act:
13 13 ...................................................................... $ 500,000

13 14    Notwithstanding section 8.33, moneys received by the
13 15 department pursuant to this section that remain unencumbered or
13 16 unobligated at the close of the fiscal year shall not revert
13 17 but shall remain available for expenditure for the purposes
13 18 specified in this section for the following fiscal year.

13 19    Sec. 13.  DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION —— THERAPEUTIC CLASSROOM
13 20   INCENTIVE FUND.   There is appropriated from the general fund
13 21 of the state to the department education for the fiscal year
13 22 beginning July 1, 2021, and ending June 30, 2022, the following
13 23 amount, or so much thereof as is necessary, to be used for the
13 24 purposes designated:
13 25    For deposit in the therapeutic classroom incentive fund
13 26 established pursuant to section 256.25, as enacted by this Act:
13 27 ...................................................................... $ 1,582,650

13 28    Sec. 14.  DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION —— THERAPEUTIC CLASSROOM
13 29   TRANSPORTATION CLAIMS REIMBURSEMENT.   There is appropriated
13 30 from the general fund of the state to the department of
13 31 education for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2021, and
13 32 ending June 30, 2022, the following amount, or so much thereof
13 33 as is necessary, to be used for the purposes designated:

CODE: Specifies that the school employee's employer and the Board
of Educational Examiners will not retaliate against a school employee
who, in the reasonable course of the employee's employment
responsibilities, comes into physical contact with a student.

General Fund appropriation for FY 2022 of $500,000 to the Department
of Education for developing standards and guidance on behavior in the
classroom, restraint of a student, least restrictive environment, and
research-based intervention strategies.

Specifies that any unobligated funds from the appropriation in this
Section will not revert at the end of FY 2022, and will remain available
for use in FY 2023.

General Fund appropriation for FY 2022 of $1,582,650 to the
Department of Education for deposit in the Therapeutic Classroom
Incentive Fund as established by this Act. 

NOTE: The General Fund appropriation was calculated using an
estimated State percent of growth of 2.10% for State aid in FY 2021.
However, the State percent of growth for FY 2021 is 2.30%. Under
current law, the State percent of growth for FY 2022 is 0.00%.
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13 34    For payment of school district claims for reimbursement
13 35 submitted under section 256.25A, subsection 1, paragraph “a”,
14 1 as enacted by this Act:
14 2 ...................................................................... $ 500,000

14 3    Notwithstanding section 8.33, moneys received by the
14 4 department pursuant to this section that remain unencumbered or
14 5 unobligated at the close of the fiscal year shall not revert
14 6 but shall remain available for expenditure for the purposes
14 7 specified in this section for the following fiscal year.

14 8    Sec. 15.  EMERGENCY RULES.   The state board of education and
14 9 board of educational examiners may adopt emergency rules under
14 10 section 17A.4, subsection 3, and section 17A.5, subsection 2,
14 11 paragraph “b”, to implement the provisions of this Act and
14 12 the rules shall be effective immediately upon filing unless
14 13 a later date is specified in the rules. Any rules adopted
14 14 in accordance with this section shall also be published as a
14 15 notice of intended action as provided in section 17A.4.

14 16    Sec. 16.  EFFECTIVE DATE.   The following takes effect July
14 17 1, 2021:
14 18    The section of this Act amending section 256.16, subsection
14 19 1, paragraph “c”.

14 20    Sec. 17.  EFFECTIVE DATE.   The following, being deemed of
14 21 immediate importance, take effect upon enactment:
14 22    1.   The section of this Act enacting section 256.25.
14 23    2.   The section of this Act relating to emergency rules.

General Fund appropriation in FY 2022 for $500,000 to the Department
of Education for reimbursement to school district claims for therapeutic
classroom transportation.

Specifies that any unobligated funds from the appropriation in this
section will not revert at the end of FY 2022, and will remain available
for use in FY 2023.

Allows the State Board of Education and the Board of Educational
Examiners to adopt emergency administrative rules to implement the
provisions of this Act.

Specifies that the section of this Act regarding teacher preparation
programs takes effect on July 1, 2021.

Specifies that the section of this Act regarding the Therapeutic
Classroom Incentive Grant Program takes effect upon enactment. 

Specifies that the section of this Act regarding the adoption of
emergency administrative rules takes effect upon enactment.
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SENATE FILE 2398EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
RURAL VETERINARIAN LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAM ACT

Page 6, Line 23

Page 6, Line 23

Page 4, Line 12

Page 2, Line 1

NEW PROGRAMS, SERVICES, OR ACTIVITIES

Creates the Rural Veterinarian Loan Repayment Program to be administered by the College Student Aid
Commission. The Program will provide loan repayments for veterinarians who agree to practice in rural
service commitment areas or veterinary shortage areas for at least four years.

Specifies the amount of loan repayment for an individual cannot exceed $15,000 annually over a period of
four consecutive years and cannot exceed a total of $60,000 or the amount of the outstanding eligible loan
balance, whichever is less. 

Creates a Rural Veterinary Care Trust Fund under the control of the College Student Aid Commission. The
Commission may accept gifts, grants, bequests, and other private contributions, as well as State or federal
moneys, for deposit in the Fund. All moneys in the Fund are appropriated and made available to the
Commission to increase the number of veterinarians participating in the Program. Moneys in the Fund will
not revert to the General Fund, but will remain available for expenditure in subsequent fiscal years. 

This Act does not appropriate funding. Each award will require $60,000, with $15,000FISCAL IMPACT: 
issued to the recipient the first year and the remaining $45,000 set aside in the Rural Veterinary Care Trust
Fund to provide for future annual payments to the recipient. An appropriation of $300,000 would be needed
to make a total of five FY 2021 awards. House File 2643 (Appropriations Omnibus Act) includes an FY
2021 General Fund appropriation of $300,000 for the Rural Veterinary Care Trust Fund.

ENACTMENT DATE

This Act was approved by the General Assembly on June 11, 2020, and signed by the Governor on June 17,
2020. 

Robin Madison (515.281.5270)  STAFF CONTACT: robin.madison@legis.iowa.gov 
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Senate File 2398

Senate File 2398 provides for the following changes to the Code of Iowa.

Page # Line # Bill Section Action Code Section

2 1 1 New 261.120
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2 1    Section 1.NEW SECTION   261.120  RURAL VETERINARIAN LOAN
2 2   REPAYMENT PROGRAM —— FUND —— APPROPRIATIONS.
2 3    1.  DEFINITIONS.   For purposes of this section, unless the
2 4 context otherwise requires:

2 5    a.   “Eligible loan” means the veterinarian’s total federally
2 6 guaranteed Stafford loan amount under the federal family
2 7 education loan program or the federal direct loan program, or
2 8 the recipient’s federal grad plus loans, including principal
2 9 and interest.

2 10    b.   “Practice of food supply veterinary medicine” includes
2 11 corporate and private practices devoted to food animal
2 12 medicine, mixed animal medicine located in a rural area, food
2 13 safety, epidemiology, public health, animal health, and other
2 14 public and private practices that contribute to the production
2 15 of a safe and wholesome food supply.

2 16    c.   “Rural service commitment area” means a city in Iowa
2 17 with a population of less than twenty-six thousand that is
2 18 located more than twenty miles from a city with a population of
2 19 fifty thousand or more and which provides a dollar contribution
2 20 equivalent to twelve and one-half percent of the veterinarian’s
2 21 total eligible loan amount upon graduation for deposit in the
2 22 rural veterinary care trust fund.

2 23    d.   “Veterinary shortage area” means a designated veterinary
2 24 service shortage situation in Iowa identified and nominated
2 25 by the state veterinarian, or recommended for designation in
2 26 accordance with the federal National Veterinary Medical Service
2 27 Act, 7 U.S.C.§3101 et seq., and published by the United States
2 28 department of agriculture.

2 29    2.  PROGRAM ESTABLISHED.   A rural veterinarian loan
2 30 repayment program is established to be administered by the
2 31 college student aid commission for purposes of providing
2 32 loan repayments for individuals who agree to practice
2 33 as veterinarians in rural service commitment areas or in
2 34 veterinary shortage areas in Iowa for four years and meet the
2 35 requirements of this section. The commission shall adopt
3 1 rules pursuant to chapter 17A to administer this section.
3 2 The commission may accept gifts, grants, bequests, and other
3 3 private contributions, as well as state or federal moneys, for
3 4 deposit in the fund created under subsection 10.

3 5    3.  ELIGIBILITY.
3 6    a.   An individual is eligible to apply to enter into a

CODE: Defines "eligible loan" as the total of a recipient's federal
guaranteed Stafford Loan amount under the Federal Family Education
Loan Program or the Federal Direct Loan Program, or the recipient's
federal Grad Plus loans, including principal and interest.

CODE: Defines "practice of food supply veterinary medicine" as
including corporate and private veterinary practices devoted to food
animal medicine, mixed animal medicine located in a rural area, food
safety, epidemiology, public health, animal health, and other public and
private practices that contribute to the production of a safe and
wholesome food supply.

CODE: Defines "rural service commitment area" as a city in Iowa with
a population of less than 26,000 that is located more than 20 miles
from a city with a population of 50,000 or more and which provides
matching funding equivalent to 12.50% of the veterinarian's total
eligible loan amount upon graduation.

CODE: Defines "veterinary shortage area" as a designated veterinary
service shortage situation in Iowa identified and nominated by the
State Veterinarian or recommended for designation in accordance with
the federal National Veterinary Medical Services Act and published by
the United States Department of Agriculture.

CODE: Establishes the Rural Veterinarian Loan Repayment Program
to be administered by the College Student Aid Commission to provide
loan repayments to veterinarians who agree to practice in rural service
commitment areas or veterinary shortage areas in Iowa for four years.
Requires the Commission to establish administrative rules for the
implementation of the Program. Specifies that the Commission may
accept, gifts, grants, bequests, and other private contributions, as well
as State or federal funds, for deposit in the Rural Veterinary Care
Trust Fund.

CODE: Specifies that an applicant for the Rural Veterinary Loan
Repayment Program must meet one of the following requirements:
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3 7 program agreement with the commission if the individual meets
3 8 any of the following requirements:
3 9    (1)   Is enrolled in the final year of a veterinary degree
3 10 program at a college of veterinary medicine accredited by the
3 11 American veterinary medical association council on education.
3 12    (2)   Is a veterinarian licensed pursuant to chapter 169
3 13 who, within five years of applying for this program, received
3 14 a veterinary medicine degree from a college of veterinary
3 15 medicine accredited by the American veterinary medical
3 16 association council on education.
3 17    b.   An individual who participated in and received loan
3 18 repayment awards through the veterinary medicine loan repayment
3 19 program administered by the United States department of
3 20 agriculture, national institute of food and agriculture,
3 21 is ineligible to enter into a program agreement under this
3 22 section.

3 23    4.  PROGRAM AGREEMENTS.   A program agreement shall be entered
3 24 into by an individual and the commission if the individual
3 25 meets the requirements of subsection 3. Under the agreement,
3 26 to receive loan repayments pursuant to subsection 6, the
3 27 individual shall fulfill  all of the following requirements:
3 28    a.   Receive or possess a doctor of veterinary medicine,
3 29 or the equivalent, from a college of veterinary medicine
3 30 accredited by the American veterinary medical association
3 31 council on education.
3 32    b.   Possess, or apply for and obtain, a license to practice
3 33 veterinary medicine under chapter 169.
3 34    c.   Secure an offer of employment or establish and maintain
3 35 a practice in a veterinary shortage situation or rural service
4 1 commitment area and engage in the full-time practice of
4 2 veterinary medicine for a period of four consecutive years
4 3 after entering into the agreement in the veterinary shortage
4 4 area or rural service commitment area, unless the loan
4 5 repayment recipient receives a waiver from the commission to
4 6 complete the years of practice required under the agreement in
4 7 another veterinary shortage area or rural service commitment
4 8 area pursuant to subsection 7.

4 9    5.  PRIORITY TO CERTAIN APPLICANTS.   The commission shall
4 10 give priority to applicants who graduated from a high school in
4 11 Iowa or completed private instruction under chapter 299A.

4 12    6.  LOAN REPAYMENT AMOUNTS.
4 13    a.   Unless the agreement entered into under subsection
4 14 4 stipulates otherwise, the amount of loan repayment an

Is enrolled in the final year of a veterinary degree program at an
institution accredited by the American Veterinary Medical
Association Council on Education.
Is a licensed veterinarian who, within the last five years,
received a veterinary medicine degree from an institution
accredited by the American Veterinary Medical Association
Council on Education.

Specifies that an individual who participated in and received loan
repayment awards through the Veterinary Medicine Loan Repayment
Program administered by the United States Department of Agriculture,
National Institute of Food and Agriculture, is ineligible for this Program.

CODE: Specifies that a program agreement will require the loan
repayment recipient to have earned a doctor of veterinary medicine or
the equivalent, to have obtained a license to practice veterinary
medicine, and to have secured an offer of employment or have
established a practice in a veterinary shortage situation or a rural
service commitment area. The recipient will be required to engage in
full-time practice in the shortage area or service commitment area for
four consecutive years after entering into the agreement, unless the
recipient receives a waiver from the College Student Aid Commission
to complete the years of practice in another shortage area or service
commitment area.

CODE: Specifies that the College Student Aid Commission must give
priority to applicants who graduated from an Iowa high school or
completed private instruction as established in Iowa Code chapter
299A.

CODE: Specifies that the amount of loan repayment for an individual
cannot exceed $15,000 annually over a period of four consecutive
years and cannot exceed a total of $60,000 or the amount of the
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4 15 individual who enters into an agreement shall receive if in
4 16 compliance with obligations under the agreement shall not
4 17 exceed fifteen thousand dollars annually for an eligible
4 18 loan. Payments under this section may be made for each year
4 19 of eligible practice during a period of four consecutive years
4 20 and shall not exceed a total of sixty thousand dollars or the
4 21 amount of outstanding eligible loans, whichever amount is less.
4 22    b.   Subject to the availability of funding for this
4 23 purpose, the commission shall enter into at least five program
4 24 agreements annually.

4 25    7.  SELECTION OF RURAL SERVICE COMMITMENT AREA OR VETERINARY
4 26   SHORTAGE AREA.   A loan repayment recipient shall notify the
4 27 commission of the recipient’s rural service commitment area
4 28 or veterinary shortage area prior to beginning practice in
4 29 the area in accordance with subsection 4, paragraph “c”. The
4 30 commission may waive the requirement that the loan repayment
4 31 recipient practice in the same rural service commitment area or
4 32 veterinary shortage area for all four years.

4 33    8.  RURAL SERVICE COMMITMENT AREA OR VETERINARIAN SHORTAGE
4 34   AREA PRIORITY.
4 35    a.   When possible, the commission shall enter into agreements
5 1 under subsection 4 with individuals who agree to practice in
5 2 areas in the following priority order:
5 3    (1)   Private practice food supply veterinary medicine in any
5 4 veterinary shortage area.
5 5    (2)   Private practice food supply veterinary medicine in a
5 6 city in Iowa with a population of less than twenty-six thousand
5 7 that is located more than twenty miles from a city with a
5 8 population of fifty thousand or more, especially in remote or
5 9 economically depressed rural areas.
5 10    (3)   Animal veterinary medicine in a rural service
5 11 commitment area.
5 12    b.   Notwithstanding paragraph “a”, the commission may consult
5 13 with the state veterinarian to determine prioritization in
5 14 accordance with this subsection.

5 15    9.  POSTPONEMENT AND SATISFACTION OF SERVICE OBLIGATION.

5 16    a.   The obligation to engage in practice in accordance with
5 17 subsection 4 shall be postponed for the following purposes:
5 18    (1)   Active duty status in the armed forces, the armed forces
5 19 military reserve, or the national guard.
5 20    (2)   Service in volunteers in service to America.
5 21    (3)   Service in the federal peace corps.
5 22    (4)   A period of rural service commitment to the United
5 23 States public health service commissioned corps.

outstanding eligible loan balance, whichever is less. Specifies that the
College Student Aid Commission will enter into at least five program
agreements annually, subject to available funding.

CODE: Requires the loan repayment recipient to notify the College
Student Aid Commission of the recipient's shortage area or service
commitment area prior to beginning practice in the area. Specifies that
the Commission may waive the requirement that the recipient practice
in the area for all four years.

CODE: Specifies the priority order for entering into agreements by type
of practice as follows:

1. Private practice food supply veterinary medicine in any shortage
area.

2. Private practice food supply veterinary medicine in a city in
Iowa with population of less than 26,000 that is located more
than 20 miles from a city with population of 50,000 or more,
especially in remote or economically depressed rural areas.

3. Animal veterinary medicine in a rural service commitment area.

Specifies that the Commission may consult with the State Veterinarian
to determine prioritization.

CODE: Specifies acceptable reasons to postpone the recipient's
obligation to engage in practice.
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5 24    (5)   A period of religious missionary work conducted by an
5 25 organization exempt from federal income taxation pursuant to
5 26 section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
5 27    (6)   Any period of temporary medical incapacity during which
5 28 the person obligated is unable, due to a medical condition, to
5 29 engage in full-time practice as required under subsection 4,
5 30 paragraph “c”.

5 31    b.   Except for a postponement under paragraph “a”,
5 32 subparagraph (6), an obligation to engage in practice under an
5 33 agreement entered into pursuant to subsection 4 shall not be
5 34 postponed for more than two years from the time the full-time
5 35 practice was to have commenced under the agreement.

6 1    c.   An obligation to engage in full-time practice under
6 2 an agreement entered into pursuant to subsection 4 shall be
6 3 considered satisfied when any of the following conditions are
6 4 met:
6 5    (1)   The terms of the agreement are completed.
6 6    (2)   The person who entered into the agreement dies.
6 7    (3)   The person who entered into the agreement, due to
6 8 a permanent disability, is unable to practice veterinary
6 9 medicine.
6 10    (4)   The commission waives the requirement that the person
6 11 who entered into the agreement fulfill  the obligation to engage
6 12 in practice.

6 13    d.   If a loan repayment recipient fails to fulfill
6 14 the obligation to engage in practice in accordance with
6 15 subsection 4, the recipient shall be subject to repayment to
6 16 the commission of the loan amount plus interest as specified
6 17 by rule. A loan repayment recipient who fails to meet the
6 18 requirements of the obligation to engage in practice in
6 19 accordance with subsection 4 may also be subject to repayment
6 20 of moneys advanced by the rural service commitment area as
6 21 provided in any agreement with the rural service commitment
6 22 area.

6 23    10.  TRUST FUND ESTABLISHED.   A rural veterinary care trust
6 24 fund is created in the state treasury as a separate fund under
6 25 the control of the commission. The commission may accept
6 26 gifts, grants, bequests, and other private contributions, as
6 27 well as state or federal moneys, for deposit in the fund. The
6 28 commission shall remit all repayments made pursuant to this
6 29 section to the rural veterinary care trust fund. All moneys
6 30 deposited or paid into the trust fund are appropriated and
6 31 made available to the commission to be used for meeting the
6 32 requirements of this section and increasing the number of

CODE: Specifies that postponement of full-time practice for reasons
other than those specified cannot exceed two years from the time that
practice was to begin under the agreement.

CODE: Specifies that the obligation to engage in full-time practice
under the agreement is satisfied when:

The terms of the agreement are completed.
The recipient of loan repayment dies.
The recipient is unable to practice veterinary medicine due to a
permanent disability.
The College Student Aid Commission waives the requirement to
engage in practice.

CODE: Specifies that a loan repayment recipient who fails to fulfill  the
obligation to engage in practice will be required to repay the College
Student Aid Commission the amount of the loan repayment received
plus interest as provided in administrative rule. Specifies that the
recipient may also be required to repay funds advanced by the rural
service commitment area.

CODE: Creates a Rural Veterinary Care Trust Fund under the control
of the College Student Aid Commission. The Commission may accept
gifts, grants, bequests, and other private contributions, as well as State
or federal moneys, for deposit in the Fund. All moneys in the Fund are
appropriated and made available to the Commission to increase the
number of veterinarians participating in the Program. Moneys in the
Fund will not revert to the General Fund, but will remain available for
expenditure in subsequent fiscal years.

FISCAL IMPACT: This Act does not appropriate funding. Each award
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6 33 veterinarians participating in the program. Moneys in the
6 34 fund up to the total amount that an eligible individual may
6 35 receive for an eligible loan in accordance with this section
7 1 and upon fulfilling the requirements of subsection 4, shall be
7 2 considered encumbered for the duration of the agreement entered
7 3 into pursuant to subsection 4. Notwithstanding section 8.33,
7 4 any balance in the fund on June 30 of each fiscal year shall not
7 5 revert to the general fund of the state, but shall be available
7 6 for purposes of this section and to increase the number of
7 7 veterinarians participating in the program in subsequent fiscal
7 8 years.

will require $60,000, with $15,000 issued to the recipient the first year
and the remaining $45,000 set aside in the Rural Veterinary Care
Trust Fund to provide for future annual payments to the recipient. An
appropriation of $300,000 would be needed to make a total of five FY
2021 awards. House File 2643 (Appropriations Omnibus Act) includes
an FY 2021 General Fund appropriation of $300,000 for the Rural
Veterinary Care Trust Fund.
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SENATE FILE 2400EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
EMPOWER RURAL IOWA ACT

Page 6, Line 3

Page 5, Line 2

Page 3, Line 29

Page 3, Line 12

Page 3, Line 5

Page 2, Line 35

Page 2, Line 10

Page 4, Line 28

Page 4, Line 11

CHANGES TO PRIOR APPROPRIATIONS

Permits funds appropriated for the Empower Rural Iowa Broadband Grant Program to be used for the
administration and operation of the Program, and allows up to 1.0% of the moneys in the Empower Rural
Iowa Broadband Grant Fund to pay the costs and expenses associated with the administration and operation
of the Program.

Establishes that the moneys in the Empower Rural Iowa Broadband Grant Fund that have been awarded but
not paid to a communications service provider will not revert but will remain available to the Office of the
Chief Information Officer (OCIO) for the purposes of administering the award.

SIGNIFICANT CODE CHANGES

Expands the definition of "targeted service area" to include any geographic area as determined by the OCIO
through the rule making process that is materially underserved by broadband service such that the download
and upload speeds identified by the Federal Communications Commission in Section 706 of the Federal

, as amended, are not meaningfully available. The provision also grants theTelecommunications Act of 1996
OCIO the power to define and interpret whether an area is materially underserved and broadband service is
meaningfully available through the rulemaking process.

Requires the OCIO to provide technical assistance to communications service providers related to the grant
applications.

Changes the name of the Connecting Iowa Farms, Schools, and Communities Broadband Grant Program to
the Empower Rural Iowa Broadband Grant Program.

Removes language requiring broadband availability maps or data sources to be widely accepted for accuracy
and available for public review and comment.

Excludes mobile wireless or satellite data, capabilities, and delivery mediums from all findings and
determinations regarding targeted service areas made pursuant to Iowa Code section .8B.10

Removes language allowing the OCIO to increase the minimum download or upload speeds for grant
eligibility through the rules process.

Expands the information required to complete an application to include whether the applicant is requesting
an amount less than the maximum amount the OCIO could award, and if so, the percentage of the project
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SENATE FILE 2400EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
EMPOWER RURAL IOWA ACT

Page 9, Line 4

Page 9, Line 2

Page 8, Line 26

Page 8, Line 14

Page 7, Line 4

Page 6, Line 23

Page 6, Line 15

cost the applicant is requesting.

Increases the percentage of matching public funds available from 15.0% to 35.0% of the total project cost for
projects resulting in the installation of broadband infrastructure.

Requires that no more than 50.0% of the moneys in the Empower Rural Iowa Broadband Grant Fund at the
beginning of the fiscal year can be awarded for projects resulting in the installation of broadband
infrastructure facilitating a minimum download speed of less than 100 megabits per second but greater than
or equal to the download speed specified in the definition of "targeted service area," and a minimum upload
speed of less than 20 megabits per second but greater than or equal to the upload speed specified in the
definition of "targeted service area."

Requires that no more than 50.0% of the moneys in the Fund at the beginning of the fiscal year can be
awarded for projects resulting in the installation of broadband infrastructure facilitating a minimum
download speed of 100 megabits per second and a minimum upload speed of less than 20 megabits per
second unless the amount requested for qualifying projects below these minimums is less than the amount
reserved for those projects.

Amends the FY 2020 Administration and Regulation Appropriations Act ( ) to reference EmpowerHF 759
Rural Iowa Broadband Grant Fund rather than the Connecting Iowa Farms, Schools, and Communities
Broadband Grant Fund.

Permits the OCIO to provide grants of federal moneys obtained as a result of the public health disaster
emergency proclaimed by the Governor on March 17, 2020, so long as the OCIO complies with the federal
requirements for the use of the federal moneys.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Specifies that this Act takes effect upon enactment.

Specifies that the section of this Act enacting Iowa Code section 8B.11, subsection 2, paragraph "d" applies
retroactively to July 1, 2015.

ENACTMENT DATE

This Act was approved by the General Assembly on June 10, 2020, and signed by the Governor on June 25,
2020.
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SENATE FILE 2400EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
EMPOWER RURAL IOWA ACT

STAFF CONTACT:
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2 1    Section 1.   Section 8B.1, subsections 5, 13, and 14, Code
2 2 2020, are amended to read as follows:

2 3    5.   “Facilitate” means a communication service provider’s
2 4 ability to provide broadband service at or above the download
2 5 and upload speeds specified in the definition of targeted
2 6 service area in this section or section 8B.11, subsection
2 7 5, paragraph “a”, if applicable, to a home, farm, school,
2 8 or business within a commercially reasonable time and at a
2 9 commercially reasonable price upon request by a consumer.

2 10    13.   “Targeted service area” means a any of the following:
2 11    a.    AUnited States census bureau census block located
2 12 in this state, including any crop operation located within
2 13 the census block, or other geographic unit the office sets
2 14 by rule, within which no communications service provider
2 15 offers or facilitates broadband service at or above the
2 16 download and upload speeds identified by the federal
2 17 communications commission pursuant to section 706 of the
2 18 federal Telecommunications Act of 1996, as amended.
2 19    b.   Any geographic area, as the office sets by rule, that
2 20 is materially underserved by broadband service such that
2 21 the download and upload speeds identified by the federal
2 22 communications commission pursuant to section 706 of the
2 23 federal Telecommunications Act of 1996, as amended, of the
2 24 broadband service in the geographic area are not meaningfully
2 25 available. The office’s power to determine the geographic
2 26 area by rule under this paragraph includes the power to define
2 27 and interpret standards as to whether a geographic area is
2 28 materially underserved and broadband service is meaningfully
2 29 available.
2 30    14.   “Underserved area” means any portion of a targeted
2 31 service area within which no communications service provider
2 32 offers or facilitates broadband service meeting the download
2 33 and upload speeds specified in the definition of targeted
2 34 service area in this section.

2 35    Sec. 2.   Section 8B.4, Code 2020, is amended by adding the
3 1 following new subsection:
3 2 NEW SUBSECTION   17A.   Provide technical assistance to
3 3 communications service providers related to grant applications
3 4 under section 8B.11.

3 5    Sec. 3.   Section 8B.9, subsection 5, Code 2020, is amended
3 6 to read as follows:
3 7    5.   An annual report regarding the status of broadband
3 8 expansion and coordination, the connecting Iowa farms, schools,

CODE: Conforming Language

CODE: Expands the definition of "targeted service area" to include any
geographic area as determined by the OCIO through the rule making
process that is materially underserved by broadband service such that
the download and upload speeds identified by the Federal
Communications Commission in Section 706 of the Federal
Telecommunications Act of 1996, as amended, are not meaningfully
available. The provision also grants the OCIO the power to define and
interpret whether an area is materially underserved and broadband
service is meaningfully available through the rulemaking process.

CODE: Requires the OCIO to provide technical assistance to
communications service providers related to the grant applications.

CODE: Changes the name of the Connecting Iowa Farms, Schools,
and Communities Broadband Grant Program to the Empower Rural
Iowa Broadband Grant Program.
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3 9 and communities empower rural Iowa broadband grant program
3 10 established under section 8B.11, and the adequacy of the speed
3 11 set in the definition of targeted service area in section 8B.1.

3 12    Sec. 4.   Section 8B.10, subsection 1, Code 2020, is amended
3 13 to read as follows:
3 14    1.   The determination of whether a communications service
3 15 provider offers or facilitates broadband service meeting the
3 16 download and upload speeds specified in the definition of
3 17 targeted service area in section 8B.1 shall be determined
3 18 or ascertained by reference to broadband availability maps
3 19 or data sources that are widely accepted for accuracy and
3 20 available for public review and comment and that are identified
3 21 by the office by rule. The office shall periodically make
3 22 renewed determinations of whether a communications service
3 23 provider offers or facilitates broadband service at or above
3 24 the download and upload speeds specified in the definition of
3 25 targeted service area in section 8B.1, which shall, to the
3 26 extent updated maps and data sources are available at the time,
3 27 include making such determinations prior to each round of grant
3 28 applications solicited by the office pursuant to section 8B.11.

3 29    Sec. 5.   Section 8B.10, Code 2020, is amended by adding the
3 30 following new subsection:
3 31 NEW SUBSECTION   3.   All findings and determinations made
3 32 pursuant to this section shall exclude mobile wireless or
3 33 satellite data, capabilities, and delivery mediums.

3 34    Sec. 6.   Section 8B.11, subsection 1, Code 2020, is amended
3 35 to read as follows:
4 1    1.   The office shall administer a broadband grant program
4 2 designed to reduce or eliminate unserved and underserved
4 3 areas in the state, leveraging federal funds and public and
4 4 private partnerships where possible, by awarding grants to
4 5 communications service providers that reduce or eliminate
4 6 targeted service areas by installing broadband infrastructure
4 7 that facilitates broadband service in targeted service areas
4 8 at or above the download and upload speeds specified in the
4 9 definition of targeted service area in section 8B.1 subsection
4 10 5, in accordance with this section.

4 11    Sec. 7.   Section 8B.11, subsection 2, paragraphs a and b,
4 12 Code 2020, are amended to read as follows:
4 13    a.   A connecting Iowa farms, schools, and communities An
4 14 empower rural Iowa broadband grant fund is established in
4 15 the state treasury under the authority of the office. The
4 16 fund shall consist of moneys available to and obtained or
4 17 accepted by the office. Moneys in the fund are appropriated

CODE: Removes language requiring broadband availability maps or
data sources to be widely accepted for accuracy and available for
public review and comment.

CODE: Excludes mobile wireless or satellite data, capabilities, and
delivery mediums from all findings and determinations regarding
targeted service areas made pursuant to Iowa Code section 8B.10.

CODE: Changes the reference for download and upload speed
requirements from Iowa Code section 8B.1 to Iowa Code section 8B.11
subsection 5 as amended by section 12 of this Act.

CODE: Permits funds appropriated for the Empower Rural Iowa
Broadband Grant Program to be used for the administration and
operation of the Program, and allows up to 1.00% of the moneys in the
Empower Rural Iowa Broadband Grant Fund to pay the costs and
expenses associated with the administration and operation of the
Program.
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4 18 to the office to be used for the grant program, including for
4 19 broadband mapping and the administration and operation of the
4 20 grant program.
4 21    b.   The office shall use moneys in the fund to provide grants
4 22 to communications service providers pursuant to this section.
4 23 The office may use not more than one percent of the moneys in
4 24 the fund at the beginning of the fiscal year to pay the costs
4 25 and expenses associated with the administration and operation
4 26 of the grant program. The office shall use moneys in the fund
4 27 to leverage available federal moneys if possible.

4 28    Sec. 8.   Section 8B.11, subsection 2, Code 2020, is amended
4 29 by adding the following new paragraph:
4 30 NEW PARAGRAPH   d.   Notwithstanding paragraph “c” or any
4 31 provision to the contrary, moneys in the fund that have been
4 32 awarded but not paid to a communications service provider
4 33 shall not revert but shall remain available to the office for
4 34 purposes of administering the award in a manner consistent with
4 35 the terms and conditions of any corresponding contract or grant
5 1 agreement governing the administration of the award.

5 2    Sec. 9.   Section 8B.11, subsection 3, Code 2020, is amended
5 3 to read as follows:
5 4    3.   Communications service providers may apply to the office
5 5 for a grant pursuant to this section for the installation
5 6 of broadband infrastructure that facilitates broadband
5 7 service in targeted service areas at or above the download
5 8 and upload speeds specified in the definition of targeted
5 9 service area in section 8B.1 subsection 5. The office may,
5 10 by rule, increase the minimum download and upload speeds
5 11 for grant eligibility pursuant to this section. The office
5 12 shall include representatives from schools, communities,
5 13 agriculture, industry, and other areas as appropriate to review
5 14 and recommend grant awards. The office shall conduct an open
5 15 application review process that includes the opportunity
5 16 for the public to submit factual information as part of a
5 17 validation process to address claims that a targeted service
5 18 area is currently served with broadband service at or above
5 19 the download and upload speeds specified in the definition
5 20 of targeted service area in section 8B.1 subsection 5. Upon
5 21 completion of the validation process, the office may modify
5 22 a proposed targeted service area to account for information
5 23 received during the validation process. The office shall make
5 24 available a public internet site identifying all publicly
5 25 available information contained in the applications, the
5 26 members of the review committee, a summary of the review
5 27 committee’s recommended results, and any results of performance
5 28 testing conducted after the project is completed.

CODE: Establishes that the moneys in the Empower Rural Iowa
Broadband Grant Fund that have been awarded but not paid to a
communications service provider will not revert but will remain
available to the OCIO for the purposes of administering the award.

CODE: Removes language allowing the OCIO to increase the
minimum download or upload speeds for grant eligibility through the
rules process.
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5 29    Sec. 10.   Section 8B.11, subsection 4, paragraph a,
5 30 unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 2020, is amended to read as
5 31 follows:
5 32    The office shall award grants on a competitive basis for
5 33 the installation of broadband infrastructure that facilitates
5 34 broadband service in targeted service areas at or above the
5 35 download and upload speeds specified in the definition of
6 1 targeted service area in section 8B.1 subsection 5, after
6 2 considering the following:

6 3    Sec. 11.   Section 8B.11, subsection 4, paragraph a,
6 4 subparagraph (2), Code 2020, is amended to read as follows:
6 5    (2)   The applicant’s total proposed budget for the project,
6 6 including the all of the following:
6 7    (a)    Theamount or percentage of local or federal matching
6 8 funds, if any, and any funding obligations shared between
6 9 public and private entities, and the.
6 10    (b)    Thepercentage of funding provided directly from the
6 11 applicant, including whether the applicant requested from the
6 12 office an amount less than the maximum amount the office could
6 13 award pursuant to subsection 5 and, if so, the percentage of
6 14 the project cost that the applicant is requesting.

6 15    Sec. 12.   Section 8B.11, subsection 5, Code 2020, is amended
6 16 to read as follows:
6 17    5.   The office shall not award a grant pursuant to this
6 18 section that exceeds fifteen thirty-five percent of the
6 19 communications service provider’s project cost. The total
6 20 amount of the grants the office awards from the empower rural
6 21 Iowa broadband grant fund pursuant to this section shall be as
6 22 follows:

6 23    a.   For projects that will result in the installation of
6 24 broadband infrastructure that will facilitate broadband service
6 25 providing a minimum download speed less than one hundred
6 26 megabits per second but greater than or equal to the download
6 27 speed specified in the definition of targeted service area
6 28 in section 8B.1, and a minimum upload speed less than twenty
6 29 megabits per second but greater than or equal to the upload
6 30 speed specified in the definition of targeted service area in
6 31 section 8B.1, the total amount of the grants the office awards
6 32 shall not exceed fifty percent of the moneys in the fund at the
6 33 beginning of the fiscal year. However, if the amount requested
6 34 for projects that facilitate broadband service at the speeds
6 35 described in paragraph “b” for the fiscal year is less than the
7 1 amount reserved for projects under paragraph “b”, the office may
7 2 award the difference to projects under this paragraph for the

CODE: Changes the reference for download and upload speed
requirements from Iowa Code section 8B.1 to Iowa Code section 8B.11
subsection 5 as amended by section 12 of this Act.

CODE: Expands the information required to complete an application to
include whether the applicant is requesting an amount less than the
maximum amount the OCIO could award, and if so, the percentage of
the project cost the applicant is requesting.

CODE: Increases the percentage of matching public funds available
from 15.00% to 35.00% of the total project cost for projects resulting in
the installation of broadband infrastructure.

CODE: Requires that no more than 50.00% of the moneys in the
Empower Rural Iowa Broadband Grant Fund at the beginning of the
fiscal year can be awarded for projects resulting in the installation of
broadband infrastructure facilitating a minimum download speed of less
than 100 megabits per second but greater than or equal to the
download speed specified in the definition of "targeted service area,"
and a minimum upload speed of less than 20 megabits per second but
greater than or equal to the upload speed specified in the definition of
"targeted service area."
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7 3 same fiscal year.

7 4    b.   For projects that will result in the installation of
7 5 broadband infrastructure that will facilitate broadband service
7 6 providing a minimum download speed of one hundred megabits
7 7 per second and a minimum upload speed of twenty megabits per
7 8 second, the total amount of the grants the office awards shall
7 9 not exceed fifty percent of the moneys in the fund at the
7 10 beginning of the fiscal year. However, if the amount requested
7 11 for projects that facilitate broadband service at the speeds
7 12 described in paragraph “a” for the fiscal year is less than the
7 13 amount reserved for projects under paragraph “a”, the office may
7 14 award the difference to projects under this paragraph for the
7 15 same fiscal year.

7 16    Sec. 13.   Section 427.1, subsection 40, paragraph b, Code
7 17 2020, is amended to read as follows:
7 18    b.   The exemption shall apply to the installation of
7 19 broadband infrastructure that facilitates broadband service
7 20 at or above the download and upload speeds specified in the
7 21 definition of targeted service area in section 8B.1 commenced
7 22 and completed on or after July 1, 2015, and before July 1,
7 23 2025, in a targeted service area, and used to deliver internet
7 24 services to the public. A person claiming an exemption under
7 25 this subsection shall certify to the local assessor prior to
7 26 commencement of the installation that the installation of
7 27 broadband infrastructure will facilitate broadband service
7 28 at or above the download and upload speeds specified in the
7 29 definition of targeted service area in section 8B.1 within a
7 30 targeted service area and shall specify the current number
7 31 of homes, farms, schools, and businesses in the targeted
7 32 service area that were offered to which broadband service was
7 33 facilitated and the download and upload speeds available prior
7 34 to the broadband infrastructure installation for which the
7 35 exemption is claimed and the number of homes, farms, schools,
8 1 and businesses in the targeted service area that will be
8 2 offered to which broadband service will be facilitated and the
8 3 download and upload speeds that will be available as a result
8 4 of installation of the broadband infrastructure for which the
8 5 exemption is claimed.

8 6    Sec. 14.   Section 427.1, subsection 40, paragraph f,
8 7 subparagraph (1), subparagraph division (d), Code 2020, is
8 8 amended to read as follows:
8 9    (d)   Certification from the office of the chief information
8 10 officer pursuant to section 8B.10 that the installation will
8 11 facilitate broadband service at or above the download and
8 12 upload speeds specified in the definition of targeted service

CODE: Requires that no more than 50.00% of the moneys in the Fund
at the beginning of the fiscal year can be awarded for projects resulting
in the installation of broadband infrastructure facilitating a minimum
download speed of 100 megabits per second and a minimum upload
speed of less than 20 megabits per second unless the amount
requested for qualifying projects below these minimums is less than
the amount reserved for those projects.

CODE: Specifies that broadband service providers need not offer
target speeds to customers in targeted service areas, but instead must
facilitate the availability of upload and download speeds within the
specified range for the targeted service areas.

CODE: Conforming Language
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8 13 area in section 8B.1 in a targeted service area.

8 14    Sec. 15.   2019 Iowa Acts, chapter 136, section 6, subsection
8 15 1, is amended to read as follows:
8 16    1.   There is appropriated from the general fund of the state
8 17 to the office of the chief information officer for the fiscal
8 18 year beginning July 1, 2019, and ending June 30, 2020, the
8 19 following amount, or so much thereof as is necessary, to be
8 20 used for the purposes designated:
8 21    For deposit in the connecting Iowa farms, schools, and
8 22 communities empower rural Iowa broadband grant fund established
8 23 under section 8B.11 for a broadband grant program; and for
8 24 salaries, support, maintenance, and miscellaneous purposes:
8 25 ...................................................................... $ 5,000,000

8 26    Sec. 16.  PUBLIC HEALTH DISASTER EMERGENCY
8 27   GRANTS.   Notwithstanding section 8B.11 and any rules adopted
8 28 by the office of the chief information officer pursuant to
8 29 chapter 8B, the office of the chief information officer may
8 30 provide grants of federal moneys obtained as a result of the
8 31 public health disaster emergency proclaimed by the governor on
8 32 March 17, 2020, to communications service providers to install
8 33 broadband infrastructure in this state or facilitate broadband
8 34 service in this state so long as the office of the chief
8 35 information officer complies with the federal requirements for
9 1 the use of the federal moneys.

9 2    Sec. 17.  EFFECTIVE DATE.   This Act, being deemed of
9 3 immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment.

9 4    Sec. 18.  RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY.   The following applies
9 5 retroactively to July 1, 2015:
9 6    The section of this Act enacting section 8B.11, subsection
9 7 2, paragraph “d”.

CODE: Amends the FY 2020 Administration and Regulation
Appropriations Act ( HF 759) to reference Empower Rural Iowa
Broadband Grant Fund rather than the Connecting Iowa Farms,
Schools, and Communities Broadband Grant Fund.

CODE: Permits the OCIO to provide grants of federal moneys obtained
as a result of the public health disaster emergency proclaimed by the
Governor on March 17, 2020, so long as the OCIO complies with the
federal requirements for the use of the federal moneys.

Specifies that this Act takes effect upon enactment.

Specifies that the section of this Act enacting Iowa Code section
8B.11, subsection 2, paragraph "d" applies retroactively to July 1,
2015.
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