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Description

House File 2530 requires the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to conduct an analysis to
determine, by percentage, each species that contributed to the impairment of a body of water
before the DNR places it on the State’s impaired waters list due to fecal indicator bacteria. The
Bill allows the DNR to use microbial source tracking (MST) to identify the species present.

Background

The Federal Clean Water Act (CWA) establishes water quality standards for states. States
must establish a priority ranking of waters in the state that have been impaired according to total
maximum daily loads of pollutants established by the United States Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA). Every two years the DNR compiles a list of impaired waters to be approved by
the EPA by April 1.

Assumptions

o The DNR will conduct a similar number of samples for MST testing as it does when testing
for E. coli, approximately 1,800 per year.

e The DNR estimates that collecting an MST sample for testing will cost approximately
$675 per sample.

o Existing staff would be used to collect and process MST samples.

Fiscal Impact
The fiscal impact of HF 2530 would increase annual sampling expenses to the DNR by
approximately $1.2 million.
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