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Blind Persons Served by Iowa Programs

Total Patron s
6 - 50
51 - 150
151 - 250
251 - 1,201

Source:  Departm en t for th e Blin d
LSA Staff Con tact:  Lora V arg ason  (515.725.1286) lora.varg ason @legis.iowa.gov

The Iowa Departm en t for the Blin d was establish ed in  1925 an d provides the followin g  services an d prog ram s to
Iowan s w h o are blin d or visually im paired.  

Num ber of Library Patron s by Coun ty —  2024

Patron s Statewide
in  2024

•  The Library for the Blin d an d Prin t Disabled provides books an d other m aterials in  a variety of form ats,
    tran scribes prin t m aterials in to Braille an d recorded form ats, acquires in struction al an d em ploym en t m aterials
    for studen ts an d workers, provides in depen den t access to the library’s collection  th roug h th e On lin e Public
    Access Catalog, an d circulates videos en han ced with audio description s.
•  The V ocation al Rehabilitation  Prog ram  assists people w ho are blin d or have low vision  in  preparin g  for,
    obtain in g , an d retain in g  em ploym en t.
•  The In depen den t Livin g Prog ram  serves in dividuals with vision  loss caused by a con dition  that can n ot be
    corrected with g lasses an d has affected the person ’s ability to com plete daily activities such as drivin g , readin g
    the m ail, an d cookin g .
•  The Busin ess En terprise Prog ram  provides opportun ities for legally blin d clien ts of the V ocation al Rehabilitation
    Prog ram  to m an age their ow n  busin esses.

5,807

Blin d Person s Served —  2015 to 2024

Note:  Coun t is on ly th e n um ber of active cases, n ot total n um ber of clien ts served per year.

Calen dar V ocation al In depen den t Busin ess Total
   Year     Library  Reh abilitation        Livin g        En terprises Services Provided
2015 7,024   624 709 60 8,417
2016 6,835   607 656 60 8,158
2017 5,513   573 385 26 6,497
2018 5,583   598 390 26 6,597
2019 5,708   644 416 21 6,789
2020 5,731   571 307 21 6,630
2021 5,649   579 274 16 6,518
2022 5,612   590 349 14 6,565
2023 5,774   617 345 12 6,748
2024 5,807   573 380 13 6,773

https://blind.iowa.gov/programs-services/library-services
https://blind.iowa.gov/programs-services/vocational-rehabilitation
https://blind.iowa.gov/programs-services/independent-living-services
https://blind.iowa.gov/programs-services/business-enterprises-program

