Annual Salaries of Judges
lowa Supreme Court and Court of Appeals

lowa Supreme Court lowa Court of Appeals
Fiscal Year Chief Justice Justices Chief Judge Judges
2017 $ 178538 $ 170544 $ 159,885 $ 154,556
2018 183,001 174,808 163,882 158,420
2019 183,001 174,808 163,882 158,420
2020 186,661 178,304 167,160 161,588
2021 186,661 178,304 167,160 161,588
2022 192,261 183,653 172,175 166,436
2023 196,106 187,326 175,619 169,765
2024 196,106 187,326 175,619 169,765
2025 205,911 196,692 184,400 178,253
2026 211,059 201,609 189,010 182,709

lowa District Court

Juvenile Probate

District Associate Assoc. Assoc. Senior

Fiscal Year Chief Judge Judges Judges Judges Judges Magistrates Judges
2017 $ 149,226 $ 143,897 $ 127,908 $ 127,908 $ 127,908 $ 39,438 $ 8,627
2018 152,957 147,494 131,106 131,106 131,106 40,424 8,740
2019 152,957 147,494 131,106 131,106 131,106 40,424 8,740
2020 156,016 150,444 133,728 133,728 133,728 41,232 8,915
2021 156,016 150,444 133,728 133,728 133,728 41,232 8,915
2022 160,696 154,957 137,740 137,740 137,740 42,469 9,182
2023 163,910 158,056 140,495 140,495 140,495 43,318 9,366
2024 163,910 158,056 140,495 140,495 140,495 43,318 9,366
2025 172,106 165,959 147,520 147,520 147,520 45,484 9,834
2026 176,409 170,108 151,208 151,208 151,208 46,621 10,080

2026 lowa Salaries Compared Nationally and Regionally

Supreme Appeals District Court
Court Justices  Court Judges Judges

lllinois $ 298,910 $ 281,331 $ 258,158
lowa 201,609 182,709 170,108
Minnesota 214,935 202,528 190,117
Missouri 209,484 191,479 180,602
Nebraska 228,431 217,010 211,299
S. Dakota 196,669 N/A 183,694
Wisconsin 196,102 184,995 174,512
National Rank 35 of 56 32 of 42 42 of 56
Mean $ 214,863 $ 207,126 $ 192,238
Median 215,000 210,994 189,695

Sources: lowa Session Law and National Center for State Courts (as of July 01, 2025)
LSA Staff Contact: Nathan Moore (515.725.0155) nathan.moore@legis.iowa.gov I ,SA
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