INFRASTRUCTURE STATUS REPORT 2015
Watershed Improvement Review Board Appropriations Report

The Watershed Improvement Fund and the Watershed Improvement Review Board
(WIRB) were created in 2005. This statute is codified in lowa Code Chapter 466A. The
purpose of the Watershed Improvement Fund is to enhance the water quality in the state
through a variety of impairment-based, locally-directed watershed improvement projects.
These projects are awarded grants through a competitive application process directed by
the WIRB. Appropriations to the Fund do not revert unless specified in the appropriation
langnage. Interest earned on the moneys in the Fund are also retained in the Fund and are
used to fund projects or pay per diem and expenses of the eligible WIRB members.
Starting July 1, 2012, the Fund is also receiving Animal Agriculture Compliance Fund
Penalties. ’

In state fiscal years 2009 (SFY2009) and 2010 (SFY2010), the Watershed Improvement
Fund was appropriated $5,000,000 from the Rebuild Towa Infrastructure Fund (RIIF), No
appropriation was received in fiscal year 2012. In SFY 2013, the Watershed
Improvement Fund was appropriated $1,000,000 from the RIIF,

Table 1 lists the projects selected September 12, 2008 and February 27, 2009 by the
WIRB utilizing the SFY2009 RIIF appropriation. Table 2 lists the projects selected
September 21, 2009 and February 19, 2010 by the WIRB utilizing the SFY2010 RIIF
appropriation. Table 3 lists the projects selected September 9, 2011 using funds available
from interest earned on the account and slippage from previously-funded projects. Table
4 lists the projects selected August 17, 2012 and February 8, 2013 by the WIRB utilizing
the SFY2013 RIIF appropriation. Each table includes the project name, a brief
description of the project, estimated total cost of the project, RIIF awarded, other revenue
sources, RIIF funds expended , RIIF funds obligated or encumbered, project status and
project completion date,

In 2011, changes were made in the authorizing legislation to allow the WIRB to fund a
nuirient mass balance study to be conducted by the lowa Department of Agriculture and
Land Stewardship in cooperation with lowa State University College of Agriculture and
Life Sciences. The WIRB approved $50,000 at their September 9, 2011 meeting {o
complete this study. The study was completed with a final cost of $42,116.23.

Additional information on these projects can be found at:

http:/fwww.iowaagriculture.cov/IWIRB.asp
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