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lowa's ' military demographics are roughly 26,000 Guard and Reserve (including
AGRs, TARs, or military members who entered on Active Duty and are no longer
in lowa. Our veteran population is about 300,000. Today lowa has about 3,000
lowa National Guard members serving on combat deployments. The bulk of
these service members (2800) are serving in Afghanistan. The rest are serving
in Irag, Kosovo, or Kuwait. :

Reserve Forces assigned to lowa (Navy, Marines, and Army) have similar
numbers of military members deployed in support of contingency operations.
This year lowa calculated our military connected children at 10,688 actually
enrolled in lowa K-12 schools. These are primarily the children of Guard or
Reservists deployed and represent children with a family member (father/mother)
serving on a Title 10 order.

In lowa our assigned or attached SLOs provide lowa’s defined military connected
children, or any child who makes a reasonable connection to a military member,
services. Often these services include Military One Source, Military Family Life
‘Counseling, and benefits available from the USDA sponsored Operation: Military
Kids. Few issues actually fall under the jurisdiction of the lowa Compact.
Despite this fact, lowa does try to apply the Compact's intent to those issues that
come before us.

lowa’s Compact Commission met in conjunction with the lowa Military Child
Education Coalition’s (MCEC) Public Engagement event on October 16-17
{agenda attached). lowa’s Lt. Governor and the lowa National Guard’s Adjutant
General served as the event's Co-Chairs. 5 of the 6 Compact Commissioners
attended the MCEC Public Engagement event/ strategic planning session and
met with me. Four of lowa’'s Commissioners agreed to serve on a MCEC Action
Team. The MCEC Public Engagement event also aliowed lowa’s
Commissioners to meet lowa’s two assigned SLOs. The compact will continue to
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support the goals of MCEC, the duties of the SLOs, and the Interstate Compact
for Educational Opportunity for Military Children. The Commission feels staying
connected to MCEC, lowa'’s Lt. Governor, and lowa's TAG is the best way to
promote the compact.

In this reportin% year only one issue came before the compact. The issue
concerned a 9" grader who moved with his family from Florida to lowa. The
issue concerned an honors course the child took while an 8" grader in Florida
and how this course would ultimately be added to his high school graduation
GPA/class standing. (lssue summary attached.)

Because the child took the course as an 8" grader it was not permissible for lowa
to include it as part of his overall high school GPA/class ranking. Upon our
investigation lowa learned Florida viewed the situation similarly. Learning an
honors course taking in a Florida Middle School was not applied toward a Florida
High School GPA/Class Rank | referred the child’s parents to the Florida
Compact Commissioner. Subsequently | learned the parents were satisfied with
explanation supplied by Florida and considered the matter resolved.

lowa continues to be a heavy guard and reserve state where issues brought
before the Compact seldom qualify for relief from the compact. The issues are
seldom between states and ultimately revert to district superintendents or school
boards to decide. lowa’s two assigned SLOs, however, are often the first
consulted whenever any issue concerning a military child arises. Both men have
great experiise with lowa’s school superintendents and most issues involving
military children are generally decided along the lines of the compact. lowa
strives to provide all children, including military connected one, the best possible
service leading to the best possible outcomes.

As a footnote, In 2010, 2011 and in 2012 lowa lead the nation in educational
opportunities for educators and others sponsored by DOD/MCEC. lowa’s
Compact Commission works with DOD/MCEC, the lowa National Guard and the
US Army Reserves to promote these educational opportunities when they are
available and encourages lowa teachers, counselors and administrators to attend
these events.

Cordially,
-"] .

- Thomas A. Beasley, Education Consultant
Veterans and Military Education
- towa Department of Education
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The Military Child Education Coalition’s
LIVING IN THE NEW NORMAL:
Helping Children Thrive Through Good and Challenging Times
lowa Public Engagement
3™ Steering Committee Meeting

Wednesday, October 3, 2012, 3 p.m. Central

By conference line: 1-866-740-1260, usercode 1531923#

Review of:

a. Status of RSVP responses and any needed actions
b. Event agenda

¢. Role of the Steering Committee members at the Public Engagement

Wrap up and guestions

NEXT MEETING - Public Engagement Follow-up: Wednesday, October 24, 2012. Time?




I called Torn M. this morning to get more of the big picture because | noted that the young man has
been enrolled at Burlington High School (BHS) since this past August. So my question to Torm M. was
hasically, “why now?”

What | learned was that this is really a concern that the young man’s family has about class ronk. BHS
does not compute class rank based on GPA (grade point average) alone, but also factors in honors
courses, Advanced Placement courses, and course load. The family desires for their son to be given
points toward class rank from the honors geometry course taken by the young man at his Florida Middle
School.

BHS is willing to do this, but the school needs some indication from the high school in Florida to which
the young man would have enrolled had the family not moved that it would grant high school credit for
the 8" grade honors geometry class. This is true, regardless of the Compaci. To be clear —~ BHS wiill
appropriately recognize any coursework from any student if BHS gets documentation that the
coursework is deemed worthy of secondary credit.

There is no violation of the Compact. The family simply needs make a request to the Flerida high school
that it communicate with BHS whether the Florida high school would have given secondary credit to this
student for this course.



Military Child Education Coalition
lowa Living in the New Normal Public Engagement
Hy-Vee Conference Center ~ West Des Moines, IA

6:00 pm. Registration and Reception — Foyer area (sodas and cash bar)
6:30 Weilcome — Joan Barrett
6:35 introduction of Steering Committee — Major General Orr

Video Welcome from Lieutenant Governor Reynolds

6:50 Invocation —
Dinner
7:35 e Remarks —Major General Orr

Background of MCEC's work with military children - Mary Keller

¢ Overview of Public Engagement: Process, Expectations, Call to Action — Patty
Shinseki

Assignment of “homework” — Joan Barrett

7:30am  Morning registration and continental breakfast
8:00 Public Engagement begins. Morning includes:

e Brief overview of day: schedule and expectations

@ Presentations to the entire assembly:
1. Experts’ findings about children and deployment,
2. Information about deployment and homecoming and related grief, loss and
resilience
& Work within small groups to determine current landscape for military chiidren in
lowa and determine what is still needed. The morning's small groups will include
participants from a mix of sector groups, arranged into “color” groups.

Working lunch — 45 minutes

Afternoon includes:

o Additional experts’ information

e Small Group work to create action items for community support of military
children. The afternoon’s small groups are organized by sector group.

315 Small groups report findings to entire assembly. Receiving the reports will be Major
— General Otr and Lieutenant Governor Reynolds. Wrap-up.

Ends no later than 4:00 p.m.

4:00 After Action “Hotwash” for Staff, Facilitators and Steering Committee
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