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OVERVIEW 

The Iowa State Board of Health adopted new Chapter 196, “Military Service and Veteran 

Reciprocity,” 641 Iowa Administrative Code to delineate the process by which licensure 

applicants who are engaged in active military service or who are veterans of military service may 

apply for credit toward any experience or education requirement for licensure based on their 

verified military education, training, or service. The new chapter further specifies the procedures 

for review of such applications, and provides for the issuance of provisional licenses to veterans 

licensed in another jurisdiction who have passed the licensure examination and are completing 

the necessary experience or education requirements. The rules establish the same procedure for 

all licensing authorities within the department. The Iowa Plumbing and Mechanical Systems 

Board adopted by reference IAC 641—196. Further, the Department’s Bureau of Professional 

Licensure established the same procedure for all 19 boards within the Professional Licensure 

Bureau. Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code sections 147.76 and 272C.2, each of the 19 

Professional Licensing Boards listed below voted to adopt and file a new Chapter 20, “Military 

Service and Veteran Reciprocity,” 645 Iowa Administrative Code.  

RECOMMENDATIONS & PROGRESS OF LICENSING BOARDS ON EXPANDING 

PROFESSIONAL LICENSING PROVISIONS TO SPOUSES OF MILITARY VETERANS 

Twenty-one licensing boards are coordinated through bureaus within the Department of Public 

Health. 

The Bureau of Professional Licensure coordinates the following 19 professional licensing 

boards.  

1. Board of Athletic Training, which licenses athletic trainers 

2. Board of Barbering, which licenses barbers, barber shops and barber schools 

3. Board of Behavioral Science, which licenses mental health counselors and marriage 

and family therapists 

4. Board of Chiropractic , which licenses chiropractors 

5. Board of Cosmetology Arts and Sciences which licenses cosmetologists, estheticians, 

electrologists, nail technicians, cosmetology salons and cosmetology schools 

6. Board of Dietetics, which licenses dietitians 

7. Board of Hearing Aid Dispensers, which licenses hearing aid dispensers 

8. Board of Massage Therapy, which licenses massage therapists 

9. Board of Mortuary Science, which licenses funeral home directors, funeral homes and 

crematories 

10. Board of Nursing Home Administrators, which licenses nursing home administrators 

11. Board of Optometry which licenses optometrists 

12. Board of Physical and Occupational Therapists, which licenses physical therapists, 

physical therapist assistants, occupational therapists and occupational therapist 

assistants 
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13. Board of Physician Assistants, which licenses physician assistants 

14. Board of Podiatry, which licenses podiatrists, orthotists, prosthetists and pedorthists 

15. Board of Psychology, which licenses psychologists 

16. Board of Respiratory Care, which licenses respiratory therapists 

17. Board of Sign Language Interpreters and Transliterators, which licenses sign 

language interpreters and transliterators 

18. Board of Social Work, which licenses social workers at the bachelor, master and 

independent levels 

19. Board of Speech Pathology and Audiology, which licenses speech pathologists and 

audiologists 

Six of the Professional Licensing Boards have met and recommend expanding the 

professional licensing provisions to include spouses of military veterans as shown in 

Attachments 1 through 6. The six Boards include the Iowa Board of Barbering, Iowa 

Board of Mortuary Science, Iowa Board of Nursing Home Administrators, Iowa Board of 

Optometry, Iowa Board of Physical & Occupational Therapy, and Iowa Board of Speech 

Pathology and Audiology. Conversely, the Iowa Board of Physician Assistants does not 

recommend expanding the professional licensing provisions to include spouses of 

military veterans as it “…would entail too many variables to effectively manage.” See 

Attachment 7. The remaining Professional Licensing Boards administered through the 

Bureau of Professional Licensure are in the process of obtaining Board recommendations 

and will submit an addendum to this report prior to February 28, 2015. 

20. EMS Certification Program: The Bureau of Emergency and Trauma Services certifies 

emergency medical care providers under the authority of Iowa Code 147A per the 

provisions of Iowa Code 272C.  The Bureau of Emergency and Trauma Services 

administers the certification process via IAC 641—131.  

 

The Bureau of Emergency and Trauma Services recommends expanding professional 

licensing provisions to include spouses of military veterans as detailed in Attachment 8. 

 

21. Iowa Plumbing and Mechanical Systems Board: The Iowa Department of Public Health 

Division of Acute Disease Prevention, Emergency Response and Environmental Health 

supports the Iowa Plumbing and Mechanical Systems Board and administers licensing 

and continuing education requirements for professionals in the plumbing, mechanical, 

hydronic and refrigeration trades. 

 

The Board recommends expanding professional licensing provisions to include spouses 

of military veterans as detailed in Attachment 9. 
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The Iowa Department of Public Health Bureau of Professional Licensure coordinates 19 
professional licensing boards. Recommendations from seven Boards were included with the 
Report on Expanding Professional Licensing Provisions submitted by IDPH in January, 2015. 
All twelve of the remaining Professional Licensing Boards administered through the Bureau of 
Professional Licensure have met and recommend expanding the professional licensing provisions 
to include spouses of military veterans. Additionally, the Iowa Board of Podiatry requests 
“…legislation drafted pursuant to this recommendation include a definition of spouse that limits 
the Home Base Iowa spousal privileges to spouses that were married to a veteran during the time 
the veteran was in active service.” 

 
Recommendations from the following 12 Professional Licensing Boards are attached to this 
document.  

1. Board of Athletic Training, which licenses athletic trainers 
2. Board of Behavioral Science, which licenses mental health counselors and marriage 

and family therapists 
3. Board of Chiropractic , which licenses chiropractors 
4. Board of Cosmetology Arts and Sciences which licenses cosmetologists, estheticians, 

electrologists, nail technicians, cosmetology salons and cosmetology schools 
5. Board of Dietetics, which licenses dietitians 
6. Board of Hearing Aid Dispensers, which licenses hearing aid dispensers 
7. Board of Massage Therapy, which licenses massage therapists 
8. Board of Podiatry, which licenses podiatrists, orthotists, prosthetists and pedorthists 
9. Board of Psychology, which licenses psychologists 
10. Board of Respiratory Care, which licenses respiratory therapists 
11. Board of Sign Language Interpreters and Transliterators, which licenses sign 

language interpreters and transliterators 
12. Board of Social Work, which licenses social workers at the bachelor, master and 

independent levels 
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