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It is the policy of the Iowa Department of Education not to discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, national origin, sex, disability, religion, age, political party affiliation, or actual or potential parental, family or marital status in 
its programs, activities, or employment practices as required by the Iowa Code sections 216.9 and 256.10(2), Titles VI and VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. § 2000d and 2000e), the Equal Pay Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. § 206, et seq.), Title IX (Educational 
Amendments, 20 U.S.C.§§ 1681 – 1688), Section 504 (Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. § 794), and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (42 U.S.C. § 12101, et seq.). If you have questions or complaints related to compliance with this policy by the Iowa 
Department of Education, please contact the legal counsel for the Iowa Department of Education, Grimes State Office Building, 400 
E. 14th Street, Des Moines, IA 50319-0146, telephone number: 515-281-5295, or the Director of the Office for Civil Rights, U.S. 
Department of Education, Citigroup Center, 500 W. Madison Street, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661-4544, telephone number: 312-
730-1560, FAX number: 312-730-1576, TDD number: 877-521-2172, email: OCR.Chicago@ed.gov. 
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LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENT IOWA CODE 279.51A(5) 

Each school district shall report to the department of education, in a manner prescribed by the 
department, an annual count of all incidents of violence that result in injury or property damage 
or assault by a student in a school building, on school grounds, or at a school-sponsored 
function, and any time a student is referred for the use of or transfer to a therapeutic classroom. 
The report shall include but not be limited to demographic information on students reported as 
victims and reported as perpetrators of incidents of violence that result in injury or property 
damage or assault, including but not limited to disaggregated information on race, gender, 
national origin, age, grade level, and disability, along with any other data required for the 
department to implement the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act, as amended by 
the federal Every Student Succeeds Act, Pub. L. No. 114-95, with appropriate safeguards to 
ensure student privacy. The department shall compile and summarize the reports, 
categorized by behavior, and shall submit the summary to the general assembly by 
November 1 annually. 
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SECTION 1: DEPARTMENT AND DISTRICT ACTIVITIES TO IMPLEMENT SENATE 
FILE 2360 

On June 29, 2020, Governor Reynolds signed Senate File 2360, an Act, which provides a 
comprehensive approach to create a safe learning space for students and teachers. The 
requirements included in SF 2360 are broad and encompass five different topic areas including: 
Response and Reporting of School Behavioral Challenges, Professional Responsibilities and 
Protections, District Established Therapeutic Classrooms, Evidence-based Standards and 
Guidance and Requirements of Institutes of Higher Education. 
While the overall scope included in SF 2360 are wide ranging, the legislative report required by 
the Department of Education (Department) is fairly narrowly defined. The Department must 
annually collect the number of incidents of violence and the number of times a student is 
referred for the use of or transfer to a therapeutic classroom. These data must be able to be 
disaggregated by race, gender, national origin, age, grade level, and disability.   
Any new education legislation has an implementation timeline which must be considered in 
relation to the school year. In this case, SF 2360 was signed at the end of June, after schools 
left for 2019-2020 school year. The anticipated implementation was for the 2020-2021 school 
year. Since this legislation was passed and signed over the summer school break it presented a 
challenge to implement. Any new data collection typically has a number of steps which must be 
completed prior to full implementation. These include notifying the field, writing guidance, 
training school district staff, revising data collection systems, requiring district vendors to 
implement changes and beginning to collect data. These are not trivial steps, and take 
significant coordination, resources and time to complete.  
Given the tight timeline between the passing of the legislation and the 2020-2021 school year, 
the Department had to integrate an aggregate data collection into the Spring 2021 Basic 
Education Data Survey (BEDS) collection. By adding this SF 2360 reporting into Spring BEDS, 
there were details that could not easily be captured in an aggregate report. Specifically, the 
ability to disaggregate data on race, gender, national origin, age, grade level, and disability was 
not possible. While not ideal, this decision was necessary in order to implement a collection 
system as early as possible and begin to provide baseline information. The Department plans to 
implement a more robust data collection for the 2021-2022 school year which will meet all 
reporting requirements.   
In reviewing the data in this initial report, it is important to understand that Iowa districts also 
have a timeline and constraints when implementing new reporting requirements. In a typical, 
reporting cycle, notification of changes happen at the end of a school year for the next school 
year. As stated above, this new legislation passed after schools left for summer break. This 
happened when most staff are off contract. Therefore, it can take time to rollout, train staff and 
implement reporting changes to ensure data are reported and accurate. These steps should be 
considered when reviewing the data reported in Tables 1 and 2.  
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SECTION 2: 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR RESULTS 

Table 1 provides an overall count of the number of incidents of violence resulting in injury, 
property damage and/or assault during the 2020-2021 school year. During this initial reporting 
cycle, 108 districts reported having more than one incident of violence. All other districts did not 
report having any incidents of violence. A student could have had more than one reported 
incident.  
It is expected that both the number of incidents of violence and the number of students to 
increase as awareness and data collection systems are in place for a full reporting cycle. See 
Section 1 for more information about the Department and district activities to implement the 
reporting requirements of SF 2360. 

Table 1: Type of Incident Total 

Number of districts reporting incidents of violence resulting in injury, 
property damage and/or assault 

108 

Number of incidents of injury as a result of violence 1,067 

Number of incidents of property damage as a result of violence 586 

Number of incidents of assault as a result of violence 663 

Number of individual student perpetrators who exhibited violence 
resulting in injury, property damage and/or assault 

1,285 

Number of individual student victims who were injured or assaulted as 
a result of violent behavior of another student or students 

856 

Table 2 provides an overall count of the number of students who were referred to or transferred 
to a therapeutic classroom during the 2020-2021 school year. During this initial reporting cycle, 
41 districts reported having at least one referral to a therapeutic classroom. All other districts did 
not report having referral(s) to a therapeutic classroom. It is possible for students to have more 
than one referral.  
The Department does not have information about the prevalence of therapeutic classrooms 
across the state. It is possible that districts did not have any referrals or may not have a 
classroom for a referral to occur. It is expected that both the prevalence of therapeutic 
classrooms, the number of referrals to these classrooms and the number of students who are 
referred to increases as awareness and data collection systems are in place for a typical 
reporting cycle. See Section 1 for more information about the Department and district activities 
to implement reporting requirements for SF 2360. 



 

Page | 6  
 

I O W A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E D U C A T I O N  

Table 2: Therapeutic Classroom Total 

Total number of districts reporting referrals to a therapeutic classroom 41 

Total number of individual students referred to a therapeutic classroom 144 

Total number of referrals made to a therapeutic classroom 234 

Total number of individual students transferred to a therapeutic 
classroom 

88 

Total number of transfers made to a therapeutic classroom 80 
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