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UELMA 

• Approved July 12, 2011 by Uniform Law Commission 
• Approved February 6, 2012, by American Bar Association 
• Establishes an outcomes-based, technology-neutral 

framework 
• To provide online legal material with the same level of 

trustworthiness traditionally provided by publication in a law 
book 
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What does UELMA require? 

• Official electronic legal material must be: 
• Authenticated by providing a method to determine that it is 

unaltered 
• Preserved either in print or electronic form, and 
• Accessible for use by the public on a permanent basis 
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U.S. 
Government 
Printing Office 
 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-
112hr104ih/pdf/BILLS-112hr104ih.pdf  
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Delaware 
 
http://delcode.delaware.gov/sessionlaws/
ga146/chp002.shtml#TopOfPage  
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Ohio 
 
http://www.sconet.state.oh.us/rod/docs/p
df/0/2011/2011-ohio-3044.pdf 
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Utah 
 
http://www.rules.utah.gov/
publicat/code.htm 
 
http://www.rules.utah.gov/
publicat/code_rtf/md5.txt 
 
http://www.rules.utah.gov/
publicat/code.htm#Admini
stra  
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Minnesota – Authentication Prototype 
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What  is the legal effect of authentication? 

• If authenticated, presumed to be an accurate copy of the legal 
material 

• Presumption applies in another state that has adopted UELMA 
• Party contesting authentication has burden of proving by a 

preponderance of the evidence that legal material is not 
authentic 
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What is required if preservation done 
electronically? 
• Ensure integrity of the record, 
• Provide for back-up and disaster recovery, and 
• Ensure the continuing usability of the material 
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Preservation Options For Digital Material 
http://www.mnhs.org/preserve/records/legislativerecords/preservation.htm 
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MDL Preservation Options Matrix 
** being reviewed and edited ** 

http://goo.gl/2XN1L 
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Abbrev. Preservation System Name 
HT HathiTrust 

http://www.hathitrust.org/about 

UC3 University of California Curation Center 
http://merritt.cdlib.org/  

MA MetaArchive, using a private LOCKSS network  
(Lots of Copies Keep Stuff Safe) 
http://www.metaarchive.org  

OCLC Online Computer Library Center  
http://www.oclc.org/about/default.htm  

Chron. Chronopolis 
https://chronopolis.sdsc.edu/about.html  

D , 
DAITSS 

Dark Archive in the Sunshine State  
http://daitss.fcla.edu/wiki/AboutPage  

T Tessella 
http://www.digital-preservation.com/  

 



What legal material is covered by the act? 
• Mandatory: (whether or not in effect) 

• State Constitution 
• Session Laws 
• State Code or Statutes 
• State Agency rule that has or had effect of law 

• Permissive: 
• State agency decisions 
• Reported decisions of specified courts 
• State court rules 
• Any other category of legal material 
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Who must  implement  the requirements 
of the act? 
• For each type of legal material, 

     the state must name a state agency or  
     official as the “official publisher” 
• Official publisher for that type of legal material has 

responsibility to authenticate, preserve, and provide access 
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What electronic legal material is official? 

• If legal material defined in the act is published ONLY 
electronically, 
• must be designated official 
• requirements of act to authenticate, preserve, and provide access 

must be met 
• If there is both a print and electronic version, 

• online version may be designated official, 
• but, requirements to authenticate, preserve, and provide access 

must be met 
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When does the act apply? 

• Prospectively, to official electronic legal material first 
published on or after the effective date of the act 

• Each state chooses effective date 
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Are there issues not addressed by 
UELMA? 
• Relationships between official state publisher and a 

commercial publisher left to contract law 
• Copyright laws are unaffected 
• Rules of evidence are unaffected 
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How will the act provide guidance as technology 
standards for electronic legal material continue 
to evolve? 

• Official publishers required to consider most recent standards 
regarding: 
• authentication 
• preservation and security 
• public access 

• Also, consider harmony with methods and technologies used 
by official publishers in this state and other states that have 
adopted the act 

• Outcomes-based requirements allow flexibility to respond to 
emerging standards 
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Enactments! 
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Technology Information 
• California White Paper 

• Discusses 5 methods of authentication 
• Outlines pricing options for each method 
• Find at: 

• http://ccusl.ca.gov/sites/ccusl.ca.gov/files/Authentication%20of%20Prima 
 or 

• http://www.mnhs.org/preserve/records/legislativerecords/authentication.htm 
 

• Minnesota Administrative Rules – Beta Version 
• Demonstrates staff-developed method for authentication 
• Find at: 

• https://www.revisor.mn.gov/beta/rules 
• Feedback to: 

• Michele.Timmons@revisor.mn.gov 
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