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BOARD OF REGENTS MEETING — NOVEMBER 2018 
 
Regular Meeting.  The Board of Regents met on November 15 and 16, 2018, at the University of 
Northern Iowa (UNI).   
 
On November 15, the Board took public comment and then discussed tuition and other sources of 
funding.  The Board also discussed the Fall Enrollment Report, and the College Student Aid 
Commission’s Condition of Higher Education in Iowa Report, and conducted the sale and award of 
athletic facilities revenue bonds.   
 
On November 16, the Board heard reports from the leaders of the Regents institutions, including updates 
on each institution’s strategic plan; received each university’s Economic Development and Technology 
Transfer Report; and heard a presentation on freedom of expression at the universities. 
 
Tuition and State Appropriations.  After receiving public comment regarding tuition rates and State 
support of the universities, Board President Michael Richards read a statement.  President Richards 
noted the importance of predictability in tuition rates and the expectation that the universities will strive to 
reallocate resources to become more efficient each year.  He said it was necessary to look at tuition, 
State funding, and reallocations collectively. 
 
President Richards outlined the “outside guardrails” for tuition as follows: 
• The Board will continue the practice of a first reading of the tuition rate proposal in April, with a final 

reading in June after State appropriations have been set.  Waiting until June will lessen the likelihood 
of a mid-year tuition increase. 

• The tuition rates for the three universities will no longer be tied together.  Along with sufficient State 
funding, this will allow UNI to become more competitively priced with other Midwest comprehensive 
universities. 

• For the University of Iowa (UI) and Iowa State University (ISU), each university has requested a 2.0% 
increase in State funding, which, if appropriated, will result in a 3.0% increase in resident 
undergraduate tuition rates.  If no increase in State funding is appropriated, the resident 
undergraduate tuition rate will increase by 3.0% plus the projected increase in the Higher Education 
Price Index (HEPI).  (For FY 2019, the HEPI is projected to be 2.0%.)  An increase in State funding 
that is less than the requested 2.0% will result in a tuition increase in the range between the first two 
options. 

 
More Information.  Details of the Board’s agenda and the agenda items can be found on the 
Board’s website. 
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